
Milestone victory Coach Brenda Frese 
notched her 500th career win with the 
Maryland women’s basketball team. D1

Outbreak in Africa  Public health officials in 
Guinea declared an epidemic of Ebola after 
recording seven cases and three deaths. A11

STYLE

Country  at a 

crossroads
Morgan Wallen’s racist 

slur confirmed the worst 

stereotypes about the 

music genre, while T.J. 

Osborne’s  coming out as 

gay defied them. C1

‘A dark cloud’
The fall of John Weaver, a 

Lincoln Project founder 

whose political life was 

shrouded in mystery. C1

In the News

THE NATION

Federal prosecutors 

and regulators are prob-
ing potential miscon-
duct in the GameStop 
trading frenzy, as the 
SEC moves to restore 
harsher penalties on 
wrongdoers. A2

THE WORLD

Turkey said 13 people, 
including soldiers and 
police officers, held by a 
Kurdish militant group  
had been found execut-
ed in a cave in northern 
Iraq. A9

A small biotech firm in 
Italy aims to soon  crank 
out millions of coronavi-
rus vaccine doses but 

faces ethical questions 
and the bedeviling logis-
tics of turning science 
into medicine. A11

THE REGION

The acting chief of the 
D.C. police  said he 
wants to have back-
ground checks conduct-
ed on  officers and em-
ployees to identify any 
who might align with 
extremist groups. B1

Virginia Democrats  
are set to unveil legisla-
tion to get students back 
into public school class-
rooms by summer, ad-
dressing a topic that has 
become increasingly po-
litically urgent. B1

THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

A virtual wreath-laying 
ceremony is scheduled 
at Mount Vernon in ob-
servance of  George 
Washington’s Birthday.

TUESDAY

President Biden par-
ticipates in a live CNN 
town hall in Milwaukee.
NBA Hall of Famer 

Earvin “Magic” Johnson 
speaks on supporting 
ethnic communities at 
an American Bankers 
Association conference. 

WEDNESDAY

The Fed’s Federal Open 
Market Committee re-
leases the minutes of its 
Jan. 27 meeting.
Retail sales for Janu-

ary are expected to rise 
by 1 percent.
MLB pitchers and 
catchers report to spring 
training sites in Arizona 
and Florida. 

THURSDAY

Jobless claims for the 
week ended Feb. 13 are 
estimated at 757,000.
NASA prepares for the 
landing of its rover, Per-
severance, on the sur-
face of Mars.

FRIDAY

Biden delivers remarks 
in an online event orga-
nized by the Munich Se-
curity Conference.
Existing-home sales 

for January are estimat-
ed at 6.6 million on an 
annual basis.
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BY AMY B WANG

One day after the Senate ac-
quitted former president Donald 
Trump in his second impeach-
ment trial, Republicans contin-
ued to diverge in what the future 
of their party should be, with a 
chasm widening between those 
who want nothing to do with the 
former president and those who 
openly embrace him. The divi-
sion is playing out as Trump 
promises a return to politics and 
as both factions within the GOP 
vow they will prevail in the 2022 
midterm elections.

Meanwhile, the backlash be-
gan against the seven Republi-
can senators who crossed the 
aisle Saturday to vote with Dem-
ocrats to convict Trump on a 
charge of incitement of insurrec-
tion. Sen. Lindsey O. Graham 
(R-S.C.) planted his flag firmly in 
Trump’s camp Sunday, with 
harsh words for his Republican 
colleagues — as well as his party 
leader.

Senate Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell (R-Ky.) voted to ac-
quit the former president — then 
followed his “not guilty” vote 
with a lengthy floor speech about 

SEE TRUMP ON A4

Acquittal 
widens 
divide 
in GOP

FACTIONS SPLIT
 ON PATH FORWARD 

Graham sees Trump as   
the ‘most potent force’ 

BY ANNIE LINSKEY

President Biden launched his 
administration with nearly 50 
executive actions, variously de-
scribed in the media as “a bar-
rage,” “a blitz” and “a burst.” 

If the public was struck by the 
sheer number of orders, however, 
the team that spent more than six 
months planning them struggled 
with the opposite problem: re-
sisting the temptation to craft 
even more orders and reverse 
larger chunks of former president 
Donald Trump’s agenda. 

Biden’s staff even had a motto: 
Don’t try to boil the ocean. “You 
can’t try to do all of the things,” 
explained Cecilia Muñoz, a senior 
transition official who oversaw 
the domestic executive actions. “A 
transition’s job isn’t to do every-
thing. That’s the administration’s 
job.”

But now that Biden has un-
done the most easily reversible 
Trump policies, the hard part 
begins — especially after the im-
peachment trial hampered early 
Senate action. While liberals are 
pushing Biden to do more, goals 
such as expanding health care 

SEE BIDEN ON A6

Biden moves 
to hard part 
of reversing 
Trump legacy

BY NICK MIROFF

On a Saturday morning in Au-
gust 2019, a 21-year-old White 
man with ear protectors, safety 
glasses and an AK-47-style rifle 
walked into a crowded Walmart 
in El Paso,  his pockets bulging 
with ammunition. He had driven 
hundreds of miles across Texas,  
prosecutors say, because he want-
ed to kill Latinos.

Kevin McAleenan, the acting 
homeland security secretary, was 
at a Coast Guard picnic in Vir-
ginia that day, and soon the ur-
gent messages began arriving. A 
sinking feeling of horror set in as 
the magnitude of the attack be-
came clear. “It was devastating,” 
he said.

Twenty-three people were 
killed  in the worst attack on His-
panic Americans in modern U.S. 
history. 

About 5,000 U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection employees live 
in El Paso, and six lost family 
members that day. “To have an 
individual attack us, at one of the 
home bases of our agency and 
specifically going after Hispanic 
Americans who make up a 

SEE EXTREMISM ON A15

DHS shifting 
focus to 
threats from 
within U.S.

BY ELLEN MCCARTHY

The caller was 17, female and 
speaking barely above a whisper. 

“Lately I’ve been mad all day,” 
she said on a Friday night in late 
November. “Mad for no reason. 
Little things make me mad. I’m 
angry for no reason. I don’t know 
if it’s covid . . .”

In a bedroom on the other side 
of the country, a long-haired 
16-year-old volunteer for a teen 
crisis hotline listened through 
headphones and nodded. “That 
must be such a strange feeling,” 
she said.

“I cut myself once,” the caller 
continued. “Four days ago, may-
be. Just to feel something differ-
ent.” 

“Is that something you think 
you might do again?” the volun-
teer asked.

“I definitely don’t want people 
to see me as crazy,” the caller 
said. “But if I could do it in a 
place that no one would see it — 
yeah, I would.”

SEE TEENS ON A12

The loneliness of an interrupted adolescence
Traditional rough patches of teenage-dom are made rougher by an unprecedented public health crisis

ALYSON ALIANO FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Abi Raderman, an 18-year-old from Los Angeles, works as a volunteer for teen crisis hotline Teen Line. 

BY FRANCES STEAD SELLERS

philadelphia — This city’s first 
mass vaccination site looked like a 
model of 21st-century efficiency. Run 
by a neuroscience graduate student 
who spoke of creating a blueprint for 
high-volume clinics across the coun-
try, the innovative operation deliv-
ered coronavirus shots to almost 
7,000 people in just five days, usher-

ing them swiftly through private im-
munization pods.

“It was like the checkout at the 
supermarket,” said Tonya Warden, 51, 
who went to get her shot with a co-
worker. “Really fast.”

But after Philadelphia’s health de-
partment learned that Philly Fighting 
Covid, established in April as a non-
profit, had launched a for-profit com-
pany in December, the city abruptly 

shuttered the vaccination clinics. Offi-
cials said they had lost trust in the 
group, citing concerns that changes in 
its data policy might allow personal 
information to be sold.

Residents were beset with confu-
sion about where to get their shots as 
an automated system sent out remind-
ers for appointments that have since 
been canceled. One senior health offi-

SEE VACCINES ON A8

As clinics collapse, a rift in trust

Inside the rise and swift downfall of  Philadelphia’s mass vaccination start-up

RACHEL WISNIEWSKI FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Philly Fighting Covid ran a mass vaccination site at the Pennsylvania Convention Center that was abruptly 

shuttered after the group made changes, including to its nonprofit status, without informing the city. 
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BY GRIFF WITTE

The pandemic has not been 
kind to Fresno, the poorest major 
city in California. The unemploy-
ment rate spiked above 10 per-
cent and has stubbornly re-
mained there. Violent crime has 
surged, as has homelessness. Tax 
revenue has plummeted as busi-
nesses have shuttered. Lines at 
food banks are filled with first-
timers. 

But as bad as it’s been, things 
could soon get worse: Having 
frozen hundreds of jobs last year, 
the city is now being forced to 
consider laying off 250 people, 
including police and firefighters, 
to close a $31 million budget 
shortfall. 

“That,” said Jerry Dyer, mayor 
of the half-million-strong city in 
the Central Valley, “is going to be 
devastating.” 

The looming cuts explain why 
Dyer’s eyes are fixed on Washing-
ton, where President Biden’s 
$1.9 trillion coronavirus relief 
plan dangles the tantalizing 
prospect of a reprieve. Though 
Dyer is a Republican, he’s rooting 
for the president to successfully 
push through federal aid that, 
after a nightmarish year for Fres-
no, will “help get us to the end.” 

The first-term mayor’s stance 
reflects a broader split, one that 

SEE CITIES ON A7

Many GOP 
o∞cials see 
virus relief 
as a lifeline

Mayors, governors say 
Biden’s proposal  is vital 
to blunt economic pain
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HAPPENING TODAY

For the latest updates all day, visit washingtonpost.com.

All day | The Eurogroup holds a meeting in Brussels. For developments, 

visit washingtonpost.com/world. 

All day | The Parinirvana Day Buddhist festival is celebrated in East Asia. 

Visit washingtonpost.com/world for details. 

All day | West African nations in the G5 Sahel alliance hold a summit on 

security in Chad. For developments, visit washingtonpost.com/world. 

10 a.m. | George Washington’s Mount Vernon holds a virtual wreath-

laying ceremony to celebrate Presidents’ Day. Visit washingtonpost.com/

local for details. 

7 p.m. | The Washington Wizards host the Houston Rockets at Capital One 

Arena. Follow the game at postsports.com. 
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l  A graphic accompanying the 
Feb. 14 Fact Checker column on 
President Biden’s statement that 
“the whole economy rises” with a 
$15 minimum wage incorrectly 
contained Four Pinocchios. The 
statement earned Two 
Pinocchios.

The Washington Post is committed to 

correcting errors that appear in the 

newspaper. Those interested in 

contacting the paper for that purpose 

can:

Email: corrections@washpost.com.

Call: 202-334-6000, and ask to be 

connected to the desk involved — 

National, Foreign, Metro, Style, Sports, 

Business or any of the weekly sections. 

Comments can be directed to The 

Post’s reader advocate, who can be 

reached at 202-334-7582 or 

readers@washpost.com.

All programs will be streamed 

live at washingtonpostlive.com, on 

Facebook Live, YouTube, and 

Twitter. Email postlive@washpost.

com to submit questions for our 
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OREGON

200,000 still without 
power after storm

At least 200,000 people 
remained without power in the 
Portland, Ore., area Sunday after 
a winter storm blanketed the 
Pacific Northwest with ice and 
snow and made travel 
treacherous.

With a number of 
transmission lines and 
substations knocked out of 
service and additional tree limbs 
at risk of falling on power lines 
amid more expected freezing 
rain and wind, some people 
could experience multiple 
outages or prolonged outages, 
said Steve Corson, a 
spokesperson for PGE, one of the 
area’s major electricity providers.

 “Our hope would be that most 
would be restored sooner than 
that, but some customers will be 
affected for several days,” Corson 
said.

The utility, which had about 
250,000 customers without 
power on Saturday, is bringing in 
crews from Nevada and Montana 
to help restore power, he said. 
Other utilities, which reported 
about another 25,000 outages 
Saturday, were also working to 
bring electricity to homes and 
businesses.

Forecasters warned of more 
hazardous weather through 
Monday.

Wintry weather was forecast 
for much of the United States on 
Sunday, with freezing 
temperatures expected to dip as 
snow falls as far south as Texas’s 
Gulf Coast.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R), 
Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt (R) 
and Arkansas Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson (R) have each 
activated National Guard units to 
assist state agencies, such as 
rescuing stranded drivers.

Parts of Kentucky and West 
Virginia still recovering from an 

ice storm last week are expected 
to get up to a quarter-inch of ice 
or up to eight inches of snow by 
Tuesday. 

About 19,000 customers 
remained without electricity in 
southern West Virginia and 
about 9,000 in eastern Kentucky 
on Sunday from the storm that 
moved through on Wednesday 
and Thursday.

— Associated Press

ALASKA

Order blocks work on 
ConocoPhillips project

The U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the 9th Circuit  extended an 
emergency order blocking 
ConocoPhillips Alaska from 

opening a gravel mine site and 
building roads to support its 
Willow oil development project 
in the National Petroleum 
Reserve in Alaska.

The decision means continued 
delays during the oil company’s 
already brief seasonal 
construction window in the 
harsh climate of northern Alaska.

An Alaska-based U.S. district 
judge issued an order on Feb. 6 
barring construction activities, 
and the new ruling leaving that 
injunction in place allows time 
for further proceedings in a case 
challenging the government’s 
approval of the project. 

Arguments are not expected 
until late April at the earliest.

— Bloomberg News

Man arrested in fatal New York 

subway stabbings: A 21-year-old 
Brooklyn man was arrested in 
the fatal stabbings of two people 
on New York City subway trains, 
police said Sunday. Rigoberto 
Lopez was taken into custody 
Saturday night and was formally 
arrested Sunday on charges of 
murder and attempted murder, 
police said. One of the victims 
was discovered dead on a train in 
Queens late Friday with several 
stab wounds to his neck and 
torso, police said. Two hours 
later, a 44-year-old woman was 
found stabbed to death in a 
subway car in upper Manhattan. 
Two nonfatal attacks — one 
involving a 67-year-old man and 
the other involving a 43-year-old 
man — also occurred in upper 
Manhattan. Authorities think all 
four victims were homeless. It 
wasn’t clear whether Lopez had 
an attorney.

— Associated Press

DIGEST

MARIO TAMA/GETTY IMAGES

Lorena and Steven James are married Sunday in Huntington 
Beach, Calif. The bride said the small, outdoor Valentine’s Day affair 
reflected the couple’s desire to adhere to pandemic safety guidelines.

BY TORY NEWMYER 

AND MATT ZAPOTOSKY

The Biden administration is 
sending a clear signal to Wall 
Street that the industry’s Wash-
ington cops are back on the beat. 
Regulators and federal prosecu-
tors are probing potential mis-
conduct in the GameStop trading 
frenzy, as the Securities and Ex-
change Commission moves to 
restore harsher penalties on 
wrongdoers.

Attorneys in the Justice De-
partment’s criminal division are 
conducting a wide-ranging in-
vestigation into possible market 
manipulation from the trading 
surrounding GameStop and re-
cently issued a subpoena to Rob-
inhood as part of that, a person 
familiar with the matter said. 
The probe, though, appears to be 
in its early stages.

SEC acting chair Allison Her-
ren Lee in a radio interview 
earlier this month said the agen-
cy already is investigating the 
matter “from a number of differ-
ent angles, and they’re very sig-
nificant.”

Specifically, she indicated the 
agency is looking into whether 
brokers such as Robinhood com-
plied with regulations when they 
limited trading in certain  “meme 
stocks.” And she said the agency 
is looking for signs of market 
manipulation amid the trading 
mania. A Robinhood spokesman 
declined to comment.

Beyond the GameStop probe, 
Lee said Thursday that the agen-
cy is reversing a policy that 
shielded financial firms settling 
charges from further punish-
ment. Under the Trump-era ap-
proach, the SEC bundled settle-
ment agreements with waivers 
that allowed the targeted compa-
nies to continue raising money in 

public markets.
Lee in a statement said the 

new policy marks a “return to the 
division’s long-standing prac-
tice” and ensures “that the con-
sideration of waivers is forward 
looking and focused on protect-
ing investors, the market, and 
market participants from those 
who fail to comply with the law.”

The same day, the SEC an-
nounced that it suspended trad-
ing in SpectraScience, a defunct 
company that had seen its stock 
zoom amid social media chatter. 
The agency said in a statement 
that “certain social media ac-
counts may be engaged in a 
coordinated attempt” to boost 
the share price of the company, a 
Minnesota-based business that 
had not filed any reports since 
2017.

The suspension itself was un-
remarkable. The SEC acted simi-
larly more than 100 times last 

year. But the agency used the 
move as an opportunity to re-
mind investors they should “ex-
ercise tremendous caution when 
investing based on social media 
or a sudden surge of enthusiasm 
for a particular security, especial-
ly where that interest does not 
appear tied to any news about 
the company or industry,” Melis-
sa Hodgman, the acting head of 
the agency’s enforcement divi-
sion, said in a statement.

Taken together, the SEC’s 
moves “certainly signal a chang-
ing of the guard,” said Philip 
Moustakis, a former senior coun-
sel in the SEC’s enforcement 
division now with Seward & Kis-
sel.

But Moustakis also noted that 
despite invoking the GameStop 
frenzy in its announcement of its 
latest trading suspension, the 
SEC did not halt trading in 
GameStop itself. He said that 

signals the agency “made an 
initial determination that the 
facts and circumstances here 
don’t give rise to sufficient con-
cerns about manipulation to 
warrant a suspension” of that 
stock or others that saw dramatic 
run-ups thanks to attention they 
attracted from amateur inves-
tors.

The matter is poised to get 
further scrutiny  in the coming 
week, when the House Financial 
Services Committee convenes a 
Thursday hearing on it. The pan-
el’s witness list so far includes 
Robinhood CEO Vlad Tenev, Cit-
adel CEO Ken Griffin, Melvin 
Capital CEO Gabriel Plotkin, 
Reddit co-founder Steve Huff-
man, and Keith Gill, the trader 
with a huge online following who 
helped set off the GameStop 
surge.

tory.newmyer@washpost.com

matt.zapotosky@washpost.com

Wall Street regulators probe potential misconduct

CARLO ALLEGRI/REUTERS

  Beyond the GameStop probe, the Securities and Exchange Commission   is reversing a policy that 

shielded financial firms settling charges from further punishment.

After GameStop frenzy, 
Biden administration 

signals stricter approach 
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Politics & the Nation

BY MARIA SACCHETTI

doraville, ga. — Pickup trucks 
splattered with mud, cargo vans 
topped with aluminum ladders 
and trailers carrying lawn mow-
ers are everywhere in this Atlanta 
suburb.

For Latino residents, who 
make up more than 55 percent of 
the population of 10,000, the 
trucks are a symbol of their hard 
work, rolling out before dawn and 
returning home after dark. But 
other residents of this industrial 
city that was once predominantly 
White want these trucks barred 
from parking on neighborhood 
streets because they say they are 
“unsightly,” road-clogging and a 
turnoff to home buyers.

The dispute landed in the 
hands of a city council that looks 
much more like the Doraville of a 
generation ago than the Doraville 
of today, as the mayor and five 
council members are White, one 
is Black and none is Latino.

“It simply comes down to one 
simple fact: What do you want the 
residential neighborhoods in the 
city of Doraville to look like?” 
Thom Abbott, a planning com-
mission member at the time, said 
at a recent meeting.

“This is what Doraville looks 
like,” Geovani Serrano, 25, an 
immigrant from Mexico, said in 
exasperation after the meeting, 
referring to the city’s parade of 
trucks.

Like Serrano, nearly 8 in 10 
Latino adults living in Doraville 
are not U.S. citizens — and cannot 
vote, receive federal stimulus pay-
ments, apply for driver’s licenses 
or run for elective office. Many 
are also hesitant to speak up or 
get involved with anything politi-
cal, even the policing of where 
they park.

President Biden has proposed 
a broad citizenship bill that, if 
passed by Congress, could flip 
that dynamic in communities 
such as Doraville by allowing 
about 11 million undocumented 
immigrants to apply for citizen-
ship and making it easier for 
9 million legal residents to take 
the test to become citizens. The 
effort would mark the first major 
push to integrate immigrants in 
more than three decades, open-
ing a door to a greater role in 
running the communities where 
they have lived for years.

The legislation, which aides 
said could be introduced in Con-
gress soon, faces steep odds. 
Democrats in the Senate would 
need to gain the support of at 
least 10 Republicans — a daunt-
ing task, given that similar at-
tempts over the past two decades 
have failed and that GOP leaders 
already have deemed it too soft on 
immigration enforcement. Some 
Democratic lawmakers hope in-
stead to use budget rules called 
“reconciliation,” which require 
only a majority vote, to pass legis-
lation that would legalize at least 
5 million immigrants in the com-
ing months.

Many of Doraville’s undocu-
mented residents have long lived 
in fear of being deported and are 
wary of civic engagement. Even 
some legal residents are hesitant 
to draw too much attention to 
themselves.

Barely half of Doraville’s 
households filled out U.S. Census 
forms last year, a gap that the 
mayor said could cost the city 
“hundreds of thousands” of dol-
lars in government money that is 
divided up by population. Be-
cause undocumented immi-

grants are ineligible for driver’s 
licenses, many pay for taxis or 
walk most places — and Doraville 
has had one of the state’s highest 
rates of crashes, injuries and 
deaths involving pedestrians.

Sweeping changes to the immi-
gration system could build trust 
between immigrant communities 
and the government, said Mayor 
Joseph Geierman (D).

“I’ve been very concerned for 
the last four years about how 
people in our immigrant commu-
nities are faring,” Geierman said. 
“I think there’s been a lot of 
distrust of government generally, 
whether it’s local, federal or state, 
because there’s been such a push 
to deport people.”

Since the 1990s, a steady flow 
of immigrants from Latin Ameri-
ca and Asia have moved to 
Doraville, which is 15 miles north-
east of Atlanta. The shift from a 
mostly White, blue-collar city to 
an international destination was 
rocky at first — a city councilor 
called Latino immigrants “free-
loaders” in 2004 — but Doraville 
morphed into what some call a 
progressive oasis. The mayor is 
gay, and one council member is 
transgender. The city tilts Demo-
cratic in a state led by Gov. Brian 
Kemp (R), who ran a campaign ad 
in 2018 promising to round up 
undocumented immigrants ar-
rested for crimes in his “big 
truck.”

Biden’s victory in Georgia in 
November gave immigrants in 
Doraville comfort and hope — 
which was then shaken by the city 
council’s debate about the work 
trucks.

Sandy Chavarria, 29, said 
Trump’s presidency traumatized 
many Latinos, even U.S. citizens 
like her. The year he was elected, 
she took a work trip to a mostly 
White rural county filled with 
Confederate flags. When her 
phone died and she needed to ask 
for directions, she had a panic 
attack.

“And I was born here. I have a 
license,” she said. “I’m a U.S. citi-
zen, speak English. So I can’t even 
put into words what that means 
to people who are not born here.”

Her parents are Mexican immi-
grants and became naturalized 
citizens after Republican Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan signed legis-
lation in 1986 that legalized near-
ly 3 million undocumented immi-
grants. They now own two houses 
and sent three children to college, 
with another on the way. All six 
voted in the 2020 presidential 
election and celebrated Biden’s 
win.

But the next month, Chavarria 
was fighting a city council meas-
ure that would send police offi-
cers to the homes of immigrants, 
possibly traumatizing them once 
again. She read testimony from 
residents who were too anxious to 
address the city council them-
selves, yet worried about where 
they would park their trucks.

They asked her to speak for 
them.

“How will I provide for my kids 
who are in school and planning to 
go to college?” she said, reading 
one father’s thoughts to the coun-
cil in December.

“I beg you not to place these 
ordinances, because they will af-
fect my livelihood,” said another, 
who said his jobs had been re-
duced by half amid the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

“By placing these laws,” he told 
her, “you are cutting my other leg 
off.”

As Chavarria told the council 
that the ordinance would cause “a 
lot of harm and a lot of discrimi-
nation,” the city clerk said she was 
out of time.

Supporters of the proposed 
rules said the trucks created safe-
ty concerns about narrow roads 
that often lack sidewalks, forcing 
walkers, children on bicycles and 
parents pushing strollers to move 
into the street. They said it is 
difficult for firetrucks and ambu-
lances to squeeze by. And then 
there were aesthetic concerns, 
and some suggested requiring 
residents to remove tools and 
ladders from their trucks before 
parking in their own driveways.

Linda Rawlins, 73, said the 
beloved neighborhood where she 
has lived since 1969 was turning 
into a commercial zone.

“We are not trying to get rid of 
anybody,” said Rawlins, who is 
White. “It is a safety factor to do 
with these trucks and trailers on 
the street and unsightly equip-
ment that needs to be put some-
where out of sight.”

In an interview after the meet-
ing, Rawlins said she supported 
Trump but not all of his immigra-
tion positions, as she thinks im-
migrants should be allowed to 
apply for legal residency and citi-
zenship so they can fully partici-
pate in civic life.

Abbott, the former planning 
commission member, said the 
measure wasn’t discriminatory.

“We had numerous comments 
made this evening that this is 
simply a racial-motivated piece of 
legislation,” he said at the Decem-
ber meeting. “And I am for this 

ordinance with the parking. I’m a 
White male. I’m not Hispanic, I’m 
not Asian, I’m not in any of these 
categories. And I voted to not 
allow my own personal vehicles 
to be parked in front of my own 
home.”

He recently resigned from the 
commission. No Latino residents 
spoke in favor of the measure that 
night in December.

Gerald Evans, the lone Black 
city councilor, wondered whether 
they should ban all street parking 
so that Latino truck owners 
would not feel targeted. But oth-
ers said the trucks were the prob-
lem. Councilor Stephe Koontz 
said the big trucks parked on her 
street made it difficult to get to 
her house. Others voiced similar 
concerns.

Councilor Rebekah Cohen 

Morris knew that many immi-
grants in Doraville would not 
challenge the city council. A for-
mer teacher now studying law, 
she told the council that there 
was no proof that parking trucks 
on the street lowered home val-
ues or presented a significant 
public safety risk.

The council approved the 
measure on a 5-to-1 vote in Janu-
ary, barring vehicles over 6,000 
pounds from street parking. Co-
hen Morris cast the dissenting 
vote.

Sitting at home a few weeks 
later, she worried that the crack-
down by a mostly White city 
council will create resentment 
and fear.

Cohen Morris lives next door to 
Ofelia Haro, 56, a formerly undoc-
umented immigrant from Mexico 
who became a U.S. citizen and 
whose husband owns a truck. 
Haro is one of her children’s 
godparents.

“Most of the children here are 
citizens,” Cohen Morris said. “And 
they’re going to grow up, and 
they’re going to remember all of 
this stuff that happened.”

The mayor, who did not vote on 
the ordinance, stressed that the 
council listened to Latino com-
munity members. He noted that 
the panel scrapped plans to bar 
tools and ladders from trucks 
parked in driveways.

“The truth is that people did 
have a voice, and they were 
heard,” he said.

The new rules are now in effect 
and will be enforced by the city’s 
54 police officers, seven of whom 
are Latino. After a six-month pro-
bationary period, the police will 
begin writing tickets. For now, 
written warnings will be issued in 
English and Spanish. And the 
police department has stressed 
that the issue is unrelated to 
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement.

In Doraville’s winding, hilly 
neighborhoods on a recent day, 
work trucks were parked mostly 
in driveways, but a few remained 
on the streets. Many residents 
worried about the new ordinance, 
along with the message it sends.

“They tell you to go back to 
your country,” said a Guatemalan 
father of four who is undocu-
mented and owns a truck that 
was parked outside his tidy ranch 
house. “Most of us come [to the 
United States] to work.”

Francisco, a 35-year-old tile 
layer from Guanajuato, Mexico, 
said sometimes his brother-in-
law stays with his family, and they 
do not have enough room in the 
steep driveway for both men’s 
trucks. One has to park on the 
street.

Because Francisco is undocu-
mented, he did not feel safe re-
vealing his last name, and he said 
it had not occurred to him that he 
could challenge the city council 
about the truck ordinance.

Although he and his family 
have lived in Doraville for many 
years, he is now thinking: “Maybe 
it would be better to move away 
from here.”

maria.sacchetti@washpost.com

Ga. town is majority Latino, but many don’t have a voice 
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TOP: Doraville, Ga., passed an ordinance barring work vehicles, 

which many Latinos use to make a living in the diversifying suburb,  

from parking on neighborhood streets. ABOVE: Sandy Chavarria 

and son Sergio play at a Doraville park. She fought on behalf of 

undocumented immigrants too anxious to publicly oppose the rule.

Come See us for the Home Living 
Fireplace Guarantee:

We BEAT ANY Competitor’s Prices

571.206.3972
www.getgaslogs.com 

*For replacements gas logs.
In stock items only

14088-C Sullyfield Circle, Chantilly, VA
Hours: 7 days/week 10am-7pm

*On Select Gas Logs and Fireplaces 
with new gasline installed

while supplies last (in stock items only)
Offer Expires 2/28/21

UP TO

70% OFF 

NO GAS? NO PROBLEM!
ASK OUR EXPERTS ABOUT 

PROPANE LOG FIREPLACE INSTALLATIONS

Our Showroom Features 84 Live Displays.

Transform any Wall or Existing
Fireplace into a Work of Art

BeforeBefore

Free
Gas Log!

With a purchase of a stone veneer wall.

Min 64 sq. ft.

Offer Expires 2/28/21

Contemporary Burners

PRESIDENTS DAY

WINTER BLOWOUT SALE 70% OFF*up 
to

JES FOUNDATION REPAIR
understands that foundation 
cracks are stressful and
damage your home.

Providing expert solutions with 
nationally-backed tranferable 
warranties, we can keep your 
home safe and healthy.

Call Today for a FREE Inspection (703) 382-2592
FOLLOWING

GUIDELINES

CDC

FOLLOWING

GUIDELINES

CDC

AfterBefore

*Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to a max of $500. Coupon must be 
presented at time of inspection. Offer may not be combined with any other 
offer. Limit one per customer. Ask inspector for further details. Promo valid 
through 02/28/2021.

SPECIAL OFFER*

$500SAVE
UP TO

LOCAL EXPERTS

PERMANEN
T

S
O

L U T I O N

S

CHECK YOUR FOUNDATION

Call Today for a FREE Inspection

202-794-7757  |  301-494-1405  |  703-437-9576

jose.carmo
nocomercial



A4 EZ RE THE WASHINGTON POST . MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15 ,  2021

BY LAURA MECKLER

For months, President Biden 
has been urging schools to re-
open, and promised that guide-
lines from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
would help them do so safely.

At the same time, public 
health experts including some at 
the CDC said available evidence 
suggested schools could safely 
open as long as precautions were 
in place. That raised expecta-
tions that the nation’s K-12 edu-
cation system might accelerate 
its return to in-person learning.

But the much-anticipated 
guidelines released Friday were, 
in fact, more measured than 
some expected, with full in-per-
son schooling recommended 
only when levels of community 
transmission are quite low, a 
standard that almost no place in 
the U.S. meets today.

Under the rubric laid out, the 
CDC recommends either fully 
remote or hybrid plans, where 
students spend some time in 
school and some at home, for 
areas with substantial communi-
ty spread. Even though case 
counts are falling, the definition 
of substantial spread today in-
cludes the vast majority of the 

country.
When communities are in the 

“red” zone, the CDC suggests 
school districts offer hybrid 
classes for elementary school to 
reduce the number of students in 
each room. Middle and high 
schools could offer this sort of 
hybrid learning, too, but only if 
they implemented other strin-
gent rules, as well.

If all schools adhered to the 
CDC guidelines, many that are 
fully  open now would close for 
in-person learning or need to 
ratchet back to a hybrid system. 

Advocates for reopening 
schools were dismayed. 

The guidelines add “new and 
unnecessary demands that will 
ultimately keep millions of kids 
out of school,” public health ex-
perts Joseph G. Allen and Helen 
Jenkins said in The Washington 
Post. They said they had once 
favored tying school reopening 
to metrics for community 
spread. “We changed our posi-
tion on this in light of over-
whelming scientific evidence 
that transmission within schools 
can be kept low regardless of 
community spread, so long as 
good mitigation measures are in 
place.”

Some parents were also disap-
pointed.

“Parents had grown progres-
sively nervous that this was go-
ing to be a politically influenced 
outcome and that’s what it feels 
like we landed at,” said Karen 
Vaites, a mother who lives in New 
York City and is part of a group 

advocating for open schools. 
She said mitigation strategies 

such as mandatory masks, which 
the CDC said were essential, 
make sense, but she views the 
requirement for six feet between 
students when rates are high to 
be too strict, and argued the 
CDC’s metrics for reopening are 
too conservative. 

CDC Director Rochelle Walen-

sky defended the agency’s ap-
proach on Sunday.

“We know that the amount of 
disease in the community is 
completely reflected as to what’s 
happening in school. If there’s 
more disease in the community, 
there will be more in school,” she 
said on CNN. “So, I would say this 
is everybody’s responsibility to 
do their part in the community to 

get disease rates down, so we can 
get our schools opened.”

Greta Massetti, lead author on 
the CDC guidance document, 
noted in an interview that even 
at high levels of community 
transmission, there are in-per-
son — albeit hybrid — options for 
all K-12 schools. To use a hybrid 
model, middle and high schools 
are either required to implement 

all mitigation strategies and keep 
case counts low, or required to do 
in-school screening tests for stu-
dents and staff without symp-
toms.

Speaking on Fox News Sunday, 
Walensky described the guidance 
as a road map for reopening 
schools, some of which have been 
shuttered completely for nearly a 
year. 

“We are really anticipating 
that with this guidance emerg-
ing, that schools will be able to 
start opening,” she said. 

Some elements of the guid-
ance will certainly help speed 
reopening. It says vaccination of 
teachers is a strategy for reopen-
ing, but not a requirement. It 
also put almost no emphasis on 
improving ventilation systems, 
an expensive proposition that 
has led to contentious negotia-
tions between some school sys-
tems and their teachers. 

But overall, the CDC plan was 
welcomed by teachers’ unions as 
well as some public health ex-
perts as far superior to the guide-
lines put forward under the 
Trump administration. 

“The CDC met fear of the 
pandemic with facts and evi-
dence,” said a statement Friday 
from Randi Weingarten, presi-
dent of the American Federation 
of Teachers. “For the first time 
since the start of this pandemic, 
we have a rigorous road map, 
based on science, that our mem-
bers can use to fight for a safe 
reopening.”

laura.meckler@washpost.com

CDC’s guidance on school reopenings is more measured than many hoped

BRYNN ANDERSON/ASSOCIATED PRESS

 Paul Adamus, 7, waits at a school bus stop in Dallas, Ga., in August. The CDC’s guidance on school 

reopenings  recommends in-person school only when levels of community transmission are very low.

Almost no place in U.S. 
would meet standards 
for in-person learning 

Senate any earlier than the day 
before Trump left office.

Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) 
said he was fairly certain there 
would have been enough votes to 
convict Trump had there been a 
secret ballot. Murphy also reject-
ed Republicans’ assertions that if 
a Democratic president had been 
on trial, the votes would have 
been reversed.

“I do think that this cult of 
personality that’s been built up 
around President Trump is fun-
damentally different,” Murphy 
said Sunday on CNN’s “State of 
the Union.” “I really don’t believe 
that Democrats would rush to 
the defense of a president of our 
party that was essentially trying 
to overturn an election.”

On Sunday, multiple House 
impeachment managers said it 
would not have mattered wheth-
er the Democrats had called 
additional witnesses. The result-
ing vote would not have changed.

“Once Mitch McConnell made 
it clear he intended to acquit . . . 
what the House managers need-
ed wasn’t more witnesses or 
more evidence,” Sen. Christopher 
A. Coons (D-Del.) said on ABC’s 
“This Week.” “What we all need-
ed was more Republican cour-
age.”

amy.wang@washpost.com

Karoun Demirjian and Greg Jaffe 

contributed to this report.

there is no hope for the GOP to 
reform and to rejoin the healthy 
political process in America.”

McMullin said the hypotheti-
cal party could put up primary 
challengers against “Republi-
cans who have most abandoned 
our Democracy,” citing Arizona 
Reps. Andy Biggs and Paul A. 
Gosar as examples. McMullin, 
who ran as an independent in the 
2016 presidential election in 
large part to counter what he saw 
as the alarming pull Trump had 
on the GOP, said Trump’s im-
peachment and subsequent ac-
quittal have only “intensified” 
the discussions about a third 
party.

“We are committed to either 
taking a new route to fight for the 
direction of the GOP or to com-
pete with it directly,” McMullin 
said.

Democrats defended their de-
cision not to call witnesses Satur-
day in part because they recog-
nized the degree to which GOP 
senators still support Trump. Re-
publicans largely voted in lock-
step with Trump during his pres-
idency. In his speech Saturday, 
McConnell justified his acquittal 
vote by saying he did not believe 
the trial was constitutional be-
cause Trump was no longer presi-
dent when the chamber received 
the article of impeachment — 
without mentioning he had him-
self refused to reconvene the 

tried to wrest the party from 
Trump’s influence. Last month, 
Rep. Adam Kinzinger (Ill.), one of 
10 Republicans in the House to 
vote to impeach Trump, started 
the Country First PAC to chal-
lenge the party’s embrace of the 
former president. (He, too, has 

been censured by his local GOP 
apparatus.) 

Over the weekend, Evan Mc-
Mullin, executive director of the 
nonprofit political organization 
Stand Up Republic, spoke of his 
recent call with more than 120 
Republican officials about start-
ing a new party or faction within 
the GOP. 

“Well I think what’s clear . . . is 
that something new is required,” 
McMullin said on MSNBC on 
Saturday. “Forty percent feel 

couple of years.”
“I was very proud of some of 

the folks who stood up and did 
the right thing. It’s not always 
easy. In fact, it’s sometimes really 
hard to go against your base and 
your colleagues to do what you 
think is right for the country,” 
Hogan said on NBC’s “Meet the 
Press.”

Hogan, who has not ruled out 
a presidential run in 2024, said 
there would have been more GOP 
votes against Trump had mem-
bers not feared backlash from 
Trump and his supporters.

“A lot of Republicans are out-
raged, but they don’t have the 
courage to stand up and vote that 
way because they’re afraid of 
being primaried, or they’re going 
to lose their careers,” he added.

Trump himself has shown no 
intention of fading away, issuing 
a statement shortly after the 
Senate vote that slammed the 
entire impeachment trial as “a 
witch hunt” and lamented that 
no other president had been 
subjected to such indignities.

“Our historic, patriotic and 
beautiful movement to Make 
America Great Again has only 
just begun,” Trump stated.

Trump, who has previously 
hinted at running for president 
again in 2024, added that “in the 
months ahead I have much to 
share with you.”

Various Republicans have 

have faced punishments from 
their state and local parties. On 
Saturday, Sen. Bill Cassidy (La.) 
became the latest Republican to 
be censured by his state party for 
his vote to convict Trump. Cassi-
dy had previously voted against 
the constitutionality of the trial 
but said he changed his mind 
after listening to House im-
peachment managers make their 
case. Over the course of the trial, 
he appeared to devour news 
articles in the off-hours and 
raised  specific questions to fill in 
the gaps.

Ultimately, Cassidy cast a 
“guilty” vote and released a sim-
ple, 10-second video to explain 
his decision. “Our Constitution 
and our country is more impor-
tant than any one person. I voted 
to convict President Trump be-
cause he is guilty,” Cassidy said in 
the video.  

On ABC’s “This Week” on Sun-
day, Cassidy waved off concerns 
about what Trump would mean 
to the GOP moving forward.

“I think his force wanes,” 
Cassidy said. “The Republican 
Party is more than just one 
person. The Republican Party is 
about ideas.”

Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan 
(R), who has been outspoken in 
his criticism of Trump,   predicted 
Sunday that there would be “a 
real battle for the soul of the 
Republican Party over the next 

how Trump had been, in his 
estimation, “practically and mor-
ally responsible” for provoking 
the  mob that overran the U.S. 
Capitol on Jan. 6. 

The violent siege left five peo-
ple dead, including a police offi-
cer. Two other officers who 
helped fight the Capitol mob 
died by suicide in the days after, 
and their families want their 
deaths recognized as “line of 
duty” deaths.

McConnell may have “got a 
load off his chest” with his floor 
speech, Graham said, but he had 
also made himself a target for 
pro-Trump Republicans in 2022.

“Donald Trump is the most 
vibrant member of the Republi-
can Party. The Trump movement 
is alive and well,” Graham de-
clared to “Fox News Sunday” host 
Chris Wallace. “All I can say is 
that the most potent force in the 
Republican Party is President 
Trump. We need Trump.”

Graham’s full-throated de-
fense of Trump laid bare the 
divisions the former president 
has caused within the GOP over 
the past four years. There are 
those Republicans who say they 
must distance themselves from 
Trump to survive and those who 
believe doubling down on 
Trumpism is the only way for-
ward. Up to this point, Graham 
has waffled — alternately trying 
to appeal to both sides — but on 
Sunday he made  clear he would 
belong to the latter faction and 
seemed to enjoy his role as 
Trump champion.

“I’ve been asked by a lot of 
people . . . ‘Calm President 
Trump down, talk to him, get him 
to calm down.’ Sometimes he 
does and sometimes he doesn’t. 
But to my Republican colleagues, 
this is a two-way street,” Graham 
said. “I’m into winning. And if 
you want to get something off 
your chest, fine. But I’m into 
winning.”

At times in his interview with 
Wallace, Graham sounded as if 
he were reading from a script 
meant for Trump. He blasted the 
impeachment trial as “a com-
plete joke” and President Biden 
for attempting to push his “most 
radical agenda.” 

When asked about former 
United Nations ambassador Nik-
ki Haley’s recent decision to 
distance herself from Trump, af-
ter supporting him unequivocal-
ly and not speaking out against 
his baseless claims of election 
fraud, Graham said the fellow 
South Carolinian was “wrong.”

 He also said that Trump’s 
daughter-in-law, Lara Trump, 
should run to replace retiring 
Sen. Richard Burr (R-N.C.), who 
cast a surprise vote to convict 
Trump on Saturday.

“The biggest winner I think of 
this whole impeachment trial is 
Lara Trump,” Graham said. “If 
she runs, I will certainly be 
behind her because I think she 
represents the future of the Re-
publican Party.”

Graham’s unapologetic em-
brace of Trump — in defiance of 
the GOP’s longtime leaders — 
comes as a string of high-profile 
Republicans who have dared to 
criticize the former president 

TRUMP FROM A1

Impeachment trial highlights split in Republican Party

JABIN BOTSFORD/THE WASHINGTON POST

Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), seen arriving for the impeachment trial on Capitol Hill on Wednesday, blasted the impeachment trial as “a complete joke” and made clear 

Sunday that he would be on the side of the party that believes doubling down on Trumpism is the only way forward.

“The Republican Party 

is more than just one 

person. The Republican 

Party is about ideas.”
Sen. Bill Cassidy (La.), 

who became the latest Republican 

to be censured by his state party 

for his vote to convict former

 president Donald Trump
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American” edict and an order on 
racial equity that repealed 
Trump’s 1776 Commission and 
aimed to root out racism 
throughout the federal govern-
ment.

Many of the actions fell under 
the scope of what presidents typi-
cally do, including laying out 
ethics policies and proclaiming a 
national day of unity. Biden also 
lifted a restriction on taxpayer 
money for nonprofits that per-
form abortions overseas — a sen-
sitive policy that gets reversed 
each time a new party takes the 
White House. 

The process is ongoing, Gut-
tentag said, adding that it “re-
quires delving into innumerable 
details” and sorting “through 
these almost hidden and easily 
overlooked administrative ac-
tions that have incredibly long 
tentacles that have to be undone, 
root and branch, to even begin 
the process of reform.”

Guttentag, a former director of 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union Immigrants’ Rights Proj-
ect, tracked more than 1,000 
Trump-era changes to the immi-
gration system alone. Even some 
of Biden’s executive actions that 
sound relatively modest — for 
example, directing agencies to 
review certain policies — amount 
to promissory notes that changes 
will be made, he said.

Valerie Jarrett, a senior adviser 
to Obama, cited an experience 
that reflects the challenges now 
facing Biden. On one particular 
day, she recounted, a major 
Obama immigration measure 
failed in Congress, while a gay 
rights provision advanced.

Jarrett recalled that people in 
the domestic policy team had 
worked in both areas for years, so 
half the staff was jubilant and the 
other half in despair. Jarrett told 
Obama about the high emotions 
engulfing his policy staff, and the 
president made an unscheduled 
visit to Muñoz’s office.

“He said to everybody, ‘For 
those of you who are so upset 
about the Dream Act, just re-
member that the people who’ve 
been trying to repeal ‘Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell’ have been at it for 20 
years. This change takes time,’ ” 
Jarrett recalled.

Because Muñoz fought for pol-
icies that Trump reversed, Jarrett 
said “there is a certain poetic 
justice to her having the opportu-
nity to help the Biden administra-
tion shape the policies going for-
ward.” 

But Miller, the former Trump 
aide, said that even if Biden is 
able to rewrite federal regula-
tions, his predecessor’s broader 
legacy — a larger realignment in 
politics and a growing distrust in 
the establishment — will be much 
more difficult to take on.

“Nothing that Biden can do can 
possibly touch that,” Miller pre-
dicted.

annie.linskey@washpost.com

immigrants, she started her ca-
reer as an advocate for immigrant 
rights before spending eight 
years in the Obama White House. 

Muñoz disappointed some for-
mer allies at the time by defend-
ing President Barack Obama’s 
deportation policies, which he 
had deployed in the absence of a 
comprehensive immigration re-
structuring bill. When Biden in-
vited her into his transition, im-
migration groups complained, 
and one even launched a petition 
to keep her out of the administra-
tion. 

Unfazed, Muñoz last year drew 
up plans for quick executive or-
ders on a range of subjects, orga-
nizing them into “buckets” for 
easy prioritization. One, termed 
“imminent harm,” was for edicts 
that had to be issued quickly to 
avoid people getting hurt — such 
as extending a ban on evictions 
and prolonging a freeze on stu-
dent loan repayment. 

A second bucket included 
things Biden had explicitly prom-
ised to do on his first day, such as 
rejoining the Paris climate accord 
and lifting the ban on travel from 
some majority-Muslim countries. 

Others reflected Biden’s proac-
tive agenda, including a “Buy 

actions on health care in particu-
lar are not enough to meet the 
need. “I am still very afraid that 
there are a lot of people who are 
uninsured across this country 
[and] even with the subsidies are 
going to be falling through the 
cracks,” she said.

In December, Biden cited the 
danger of overusing executive 
power, privately telling Black civil 
rights leaders that he intended to 

limit his unilateral actions. “I am 
not going to violate the Constitu-
tion,” Biden said, according to a 
tape obtained by the Intercept. 
“Executive authority that my pro-
gressive friends talk about is way 
beyond the bounds.”

Muñoz, too, is aware of the 
limits of relying on executive 
actions, despite her role at the 
center of Biden’s planning. A 
MacArthur “genius grant” recipi-
ent and the daughter of Bolivian 

deterrent policies along the bor-
der and created a task force to 
reunite families, calling their sep-
aration under the Trump admin-
istration a “moral and national 
shame.”

Despite the methodical early 
moves, the Biden team is now 
facing the limits of what he can 
accomplish on his own. He has 
promised, among other things, to 
create a new public health-care 

option, fix the nation’s roads and 
bridges, tackle the immigration 
system and enact tougher climate 
rules. All would require pushing 
complex bills through a bitterly 
polarized Congress or enacting 
time-consuming regulations.

Biden’s allies are bracing for 
this next phase. “There is an 
inevitable limit to how much a 
president can do with his or her 
own pen alone,” Guttentag said.

Jayapal said Biden’s unilateral 

or dissent.”
Other Republicans complain 

that Biden’s moves are highly 
damaging.

“It’s obviously true that Joe 
Biden can terminate a wide swath 
of policies [in ways] that we 
would argue would have very 
harmful effects,” said Stephen 
Miller, a senior adviser to Trump 
who helped set up some of the 
policies that Biden is now trying 
to unwind. 

On immigration, where Miller 
was particularly influential, he 
acknowledged the Trump policies 
were fragile. “It doesn’t take 
much at all to topple the border 
security infrastructure that was 
painstakingly put in place,” he 
said.

Miller contended that power-
ful forces oppose Trump’s pol-
icies, and that big business, for-
eign governments and even orga-
nized crime support porous bor-
ders. “It actually requires a great 
deal of vigilance to keep the 
border secure,” Miller said. “Even 
just suspending that vigilance 
will cause it to fall apart pretty 
quickly, let alone trying to work 
in the other direction.”

Biden signed executive orders 
ordering a review of Trump’s 

and strengthening gun control 
would probably require new laws, 
which are much harder to enact.

The coming months will tell 
how much of his predecessor’s 
legacy Biden can erase and how 
much of Trump’s imprint, despite 
his chaotic style, will endure.

Some Biden supporters say the 
public will grow impatient if they 
do not see broader results fast. 
“We have a very short period of 
time to have people believe that 
government is the great equalizer 
of opportunity,” said Rep. Pramila 
Jayapal (D-Wash.), who co-chairs 
the House Progressive Caucus 
and worked with the Biden tran-
sition, noting that its leaders 
internalized this urgency.

Biden signaled early that he 
was sensitive to accusations he 
would try to do too much unilat-
erally. When signing a batch of 
executive orders shortly after tak-
ing office, he took a defensive 
tone, saying that day’s actions 
merely aimed to “undo the dam-
age Trump has done” and that 
“there’s nothing new that we’re 
doing here.”

But that modesty belies a mas-
sive effort, occupying hundreds 
of volunteers and several months, 
to plot Biden’s early actions and 
keep them to a manageable 
scope. The team included many 
Obama administration veterans 
who had seen their work reversed 
and were eager to help put it back 
together.

“A lot of us viewed this as 
among the most gratifying pro-
fessional experiences of our 
lives,” Muñoz said.

Biden’s team even set up a 
shadow administration of sorts, 
recruiting Democrats with exper-
tise in specific agencies to ensure 
that the orders would stand up to 
legal challenges.

The effort was driven by a view 
that Trump’s policies have been 
codified via an army of operatives 
who found endless ways, public 
and hidden, to turn federal pol-
icies in nefarious directions.

Even now, Democrats are dig-
ging layer by layer through feder-
al orders and manuals — “bu-
reaucratic archaeology,” in the 
phrase of Lucas Guttentag, a law 
professor who helped on immi-
gration efforts — in hopes of 
unearthing buried Trump initia-
tives.

Trump also opened his tenure 
with a flurry of executive orders, 
signing them with great ceremo-
nial flourish. But his approach 
was less disciplined, and Biden’s 
onslaught frustrates conserva-
tives who say he is contradicting 
his own high-flown rhetoric on 
bipartisanship.

“This isn’t the unity he prom-
ised,” Heritage Foundation Presi-
dent Kay James said. “He’s sig-
naled that he’ll take unilateral 
steps that usurp Congress’s pow-
er and leave no room for debate 

BIDEN FROM A1

Undoing Trump’s legacy takes ‘bureaucratic archaeology’
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TOP: President Biden departs the White House  on Friday. ABOVE:  Biden with Vice President Harris in Washington on Wednesday. The 

administration undid the most easily reversible of former president Donald Trump’s actions and now must grapple with removing his 

more entrenched policies.  However, some Biden supporters say the public will grow impatient if they do not see broader results fast.

“There is an inevitable limit to how much a 

president can do with his or her own pen alone.”
Lucas Guttentag, a law professor who helped President Biden in his   

immigration efforts
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be spent directly on coronavirus 
expenses, creating logistical hur-
dles in getting it out the door. 
Nearly a year later, some of it 
remains unspent, a point Repub-
licans make in arguing for why 
additional taxpayer dollars 
should not be allocated.

The aid proposed by Biden 
would not have the same restric-
tions. Mayors say that will make 
it easier to quickly get it into the 
hands of those who need it and to 
stimulate economic growth.

Betsy Price proudly calls Fort 
Worth, the metropolis of nearly 
900,000 she has led for the past 
decade, “a fiscally conservative 
city.” But the Republican said the 
pandemic has forced the city 
government to spend more just 
to keep people afloat, doling out 
small-business support, rental 
assistance and help with utility 
bills. 

Price joined more than 400 
fellow mayors late last month — 
including many Republicans — 
in signing a U.S. Conference of 
Mayors letter that called on Con-
gress to quickly pass Biden’s 
coronavirus relief plan. She said 
she had spoken with both of 
Texas’s senators — Republicans 
Ted Cruz and John Cornyn — and 
made the same case.  

 “We’re not asking the Demo-
crats or the Republicans to put 
money into city coffers,” she said. 
“We’re asking them to put it into 
the community to help people get 
back on their feet.”

The National Governors Asso-
ciation has not released a letter 
similar to the one endorsed by 
the mayors. But the group did 
call for $500 billion in relief for 
states last spring. And individual 
Republican governors have spo-
ken up to back Biden’s relief plan, 
which can be enacted without 
GOP support. That includes 
moderates such as Maryland’s 
Larry Hogan, as well as Trump-
aligned conservatives such as 
West Virginia’s Jim Justice, who 
has urged Congress to “go big.”

Suarez, the Miami mayor, has 
pushed the same message and 
has put pressure on Florida’s two 
Republican senators, Marco Ru-
bio and Rick Scott, to follow 
through. 

The Republican recently co-
wrote an op-ed with St. Peters-
burg Mayor Rick Kriseman, a 
Democrat, in which they ad-
dressed the senators directly and 
enumerated the problems facing 
their cities, including unemploy-
ment, bankrupt business and 
lines at food pantries that look 
like “gridlocked freeways.”

“Florida’s cities are in agony 
and are crying out for help,” they 
wrote. “This is not sustainable.”

In an interview, Suarez said 
both senators have been recep-
tive to his message in private, 
though they also expressed con-
cerns about the price tag — 
concerns that Suarez said he 
could understand, to a point. 

“Under normal circumstances, 
this kind of government spend-
ing would be completely unac-
ceptable,” he said. “But this is a 
crisis.”

griff.witte@washpost.com

that Biden’s insistence on 
$350 billion in state and local aid 
was the biggest stumbling block 
in negotiations. 

“That kind of number just 
makes no sense at all,” he said. 
The Republican plan proposed to 
cut it entirely.

Yet as the J.P. Morgan analysis 
shows, the impact of the pan-
demic has been unevenly felt, 
with some states — especially 
those whose economies are heav-
ily dependent on tourism or oil 
and gas extraction — suffering 
dramatic declines. 

A Brookings Institution analy-
sis in September found that al-
though income tax revenue had 
proved resilient during the pan-
demic, sales tax and transporta-
tion-related revenue had been 
hit especially hard. As a result, 
states and cities were projected 
to lose out on more than $450 bil-
lion over three years.

And the pain hasn’t only been 
on the revenue side. New needs 
arising from the pandemic have 
created new costs.

“Cities were confronting some 
really big challenges even before 
this crisis — income inequality, 
homelessness, housing afford-
ability,” said Tracy Gordon, act-
ing director of the Urban-Brook-
ings Tax Policy Center. 

All have been exacerbated by 
the coronavirus pandemic, she 
said. But many cities now have 
fewer resources with which to 
address them. 

 In Oklahoma City, Holt said, 
revenue has been down by about 
5 percent, a sharp departure 
from the robust growth the city 
had become accustomed to be-
fore the pandemic. To compen-
sate, he said, the city has had to 
leave jobs unfilled and cut fund-
ing for parks and recreation, 
even as the overall needs of 
citizens and businesses have 
grown.

“We don’t do much fluff here,” 
he said. “So whatever we’ve had 
to cut, residents have experi-
enced it.”

Republican lawmakers in 
Washington have dismissed aid 
to cities as a bailout for govern-
ments that have long spent be-
yond their means. 

But Holt called that “a red 
herring.” Most state and city 
governments — unlike the feder-
al government — have to balance 
their budgets, just as a business 
would. 

But unlike businesses large 
and small that have received 
grants or loans to make up for the 
damage done by the coronavirus, 
cities have been left out.

“In a sense, we’re the only 
employer that hasn’t been able to 
make an application to anyone to 
save our jobs and save our ser-
vices,” said Holt, who noted that 
the city government is one of his 
metro area’s biggest employers. 
“Support for cities and states is 
way overdue.”

There has been some relief. 
The Cares Act, signed into law by 
President Donald Trump last 
March, included $150 billion for 
states and for the nation’s 38 
largest cities. But money had to 

gives Biden and his fellow Demo-
crats a key tactical advantage as 
negotiations near an expected 
climax early next month. 

Republicans in Congress  over-
whelmingly oppose the relief bill, 
casting it as bloated and budget-
busting, with some heaping par-
ticular scorn on a measure to 
send $350 billion in assistance to 
states and cities. Should Biden go 
ahead without their approval, 
GOP leaders say, it will prove that 
his mantra of bipartisanship 
rings hollow. 

But to many Republicans at 
city halls and statehouses across 
the country, the relief package 
looks very different. Instead of 
the “blue-state bailout” derided 
by GOP lawmakers, Republican 
mayors and governors say they 
see badly needed federal aid to 
keep police on the beat, to pre-
vent battered Main Street busi-
nesses from going under, and to 
help care for the growing ranks 
of the homeless and the hungry. 

“It’s not a Republican issue or 
a Democrat issue,” said Dyer, 
who became mayor last month 
following a long career as the 
city’s police chief. “It’s a public 
health issue. It’s an economic 
issue. And it’s a public safety 
issue.” 

Surveys show that a broad 
majority of Americans support 
the assistance, including large 
numbers of Republicans. Only a 
minority among Republican vot-
ers agree with GOP lawmakers 
that the aid package is too large, 
polls have found. 

Biden on Friday highlighted 
the rift, inviting a bipartisan 
group of mayors and governors 
to the White House to discuss the 
specifics of the bill. 

“You folks are all on the front 
lines and dealing with the crisis 
since day one,” he told the group, 
which included the Republican 
governors of Maryland and Ar-
kansas, as well as Republican 
mayors. 

Miami Mayor Francis Suarez 
(R) later told reporters from the 
podium in the White House 
briefing room that he had spoken 
with Biden and Vice President 
Harris more in the first several 
weeks of their administration 
“than I had spoken to the prior 
administration in the entirety.”

Biden said he brought the 
group to the White House to ask 
“what do they think they need 
most.” 

To many mayors and gover-
nors, it’s a long list.  

“I don’t know of any city that 
hasn’t been affected negatively,” 
Oklahoma City Mayor  David Holt 
(R) said. “Some may be worse off 
than others. But we have all had 
to make cuts.” 

The impact has not been as 
severe as some economists ini-
tially projected, however. When 
the pandemic first struck Ameri-
can shores and much of the U.S. 
economy shut down last spring, 
the prognosis for states and cities 
looked dire. Analysts warned 
that cities — some of which had 
still not fully recovered from the 
Great Recession more than a 
decade ago — could be forced 
into bankruptcy. 

But some of the worst conse-
quences have already been blunt-
ed by previous rounds of federal 
aid, as well as by the nature of the 
economic recovery, with high-in-
come individuals — who contrib-
ute much of the state and local 
tax base — bouncing back rela-
tively quickly, even as poorer 
families languish.

When 10 Republican senators 
visited the White House this 
month to lay out their slimmed-
down $618 billion counterpro-
posal to the president’s plan, Mitt 
Romney (Utah) came brandish-
ing details from a J.P. Morgan 
analysis showing that most 
states had seen only modest rev-
enue declines. 

Romney later told reporters 

CITIES FROM A1

State GOP leaders stand by relief plan
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Republican Mayor Francis Suarez of Miami, right, with White House press secretary Jen Psaki and 

Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan, speaks at a news briefing last week after meeting with President Biden.
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“I don’t know of any city that hasn’t been affected negatively,” said 

Republican Mayor  David Holt of Oklahoma City.
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questions and used pre-filled sy-
ringes to give the injections.
People moved in a clockwise

direction — by design, according
toOsipowicz, the group’s chief sci-
ence officer. The circular move-
ment reflects what behavioral sci-
entists have identified as thenatu-
ral herding behavior of human
beings, he said.
Each stephadbeenmappedout

to the second, said chief operating
officer Jesse McGrath, who de-
signed the system and believes it
remains superior to almost any in
the country.
Once vaccinated, for example,

dozens of people waited on chairs
several feet apart to bemonitored
for side effects, with emergency
medical staff on hand in case any-
one needed to go to a hospital.
That allowed a far more efficient
flow of people than in pharmacies
and small clinics, where limited
space for observation restricts the
number of shots that can be given.
And if there was any doubt this

was set up by young people, the
newly vaccinated left by way of a
selfie station. (“My first!” ex-
claimed one judge, as he snapped
a celebratory shot.)
Theclinicsattracted immediate

attention.
Milano, the site manager, re-

ceived an email from amember of
a professional organization for
roadies, who erect and dismantle
small cities every day to put on
festivals around theworld.
“Weare logisticsgeniuses,” read

the email, from a representative
for the bands Mumford & Sons
and the 1975. “The work you are
doing mirrors what we do on the
road, and thearenasandstadiums
across the country are our offices.
It justseemsliketheperfectmatch
to get out-of-work roadies in-
volved somehow.”
The nine-month-old start-up

was also coming under scrutiny.
Asked about the business mod-

el in the days before the breakup,
Doroshin described Philly Fight-
ingCovidasa “company,” thenasa
“501” or nonprofit.
In a Jan. 23 email, Doroshin

wrote that “Philly Fighting Covid
switched to for-profit LLC status
in early December.” The new com-
pany, Vax Populi, would eventual-
ly bill insurance companies for
vaccine administration, Doroshin
said, although recipients would
not incur out-of-pocket costs.
At the time, the Philly Fighting

Covid website described it as “a
501(c) 4 not-for-profit organiza-
tion.”
A day later, Doroshin wrote

again, this timeoffering “anexpla-
nationandanapology”andsaying
the company was “transitioning”
to for-profit status and would up-
date the public once the process
was complete.
“The reality is that I, like many

of us, am learning as I go,” he
wrote. “The learning curve ismay-
beabit steeper forayoungguy like
me.”
On Jan. 25, after the Philadel-

phia Inquirer raised concerns
with Farley, the health depart-
ment sent out a statement, termi-
nating the partnershipwith Philly
Fighting Covid “effective immedi-
ately.” While the department
works with many for-profits —
including pharmacies and hospi-
tals — to provide doses of the
vaccine, Garrow wrote that Philly
Fighting Covid had altered its sta-
tus without telling city authori-
ties.
“As part of this change, PFC

updated its data policy in a way
that could allow the organization
to sell data collected through
PFC’s preregistration site,” the
statement said, also criticizing the
group for abruptly stopping its
testing program.
Doroshin said in a statement

that the data policy contained
“problematic” language, and “as
soon as we became aware of it, we
removed it.”
The bigger problem was that

the partnership with Philly Fight-
ingCovidhadbeenbasedon trust,
Garrow said, faulting the group
for its lack of transparency.
Doroshin remained bullish on

the methodology, even on the day
the health department cut ties.
“This is what other efforts look

like if you need a comparison to
our operation,” he wrote in a text
to The Post, attaching an article
about a state-run vaccine rollout
in neighboring Delaware where
residents complained of “night-
marish”waits.
On that point, the health de-

partment agrees.
“Philly Fighting Covid demon-

strated they can get people
through a site and get them vac-
cine,” Garrow said. “Most people
who came through came away su-
per impressed.”
Now, Philadelphia Mayor Jim

Kenney (D) is seeking to regain
residents’ trust by overseeing the
opening of a new mass vaccina-
tion clinic at the same site. This
time, it’s run by the health depart-
ment.

frances.sellers@washpost.com

Julie Tate contributed to this report.

through, some apparently un-
aware they had skipped ahead.
Doroshin said at the time that

Philly Fighting Covidwas tighten-
ingaccess andremained “commit-
ted tomaking this process as equi-
table and accessible as possible.”
Garrowacknowledgedthatoffi-

cials were concerned but said that
theproblemalsoexists inpharma-
cies and that sticking too rigidly to
priority groups can slow the proc-
ess or leave vaccine doses unused.
“We know that if someone is

hellbent on jumping the line and
don’t care that theyare, there’s not
much we can do about it,” Garrow
said.
What’smore, the “boom, boom,

boom” approach wasn’t for every-
body in this multiracial city, ac-
cording toAla Stanford, a surgeon
who founded the Black Doctors
Consortium, which is increasing
the number of vaccinations it pro-
vides in partnership with the
health department. The commu-
nity-based campaign draws on
principles Stanford developed
drivingdoor todoorandchurch to
church to deliver coronavirus
tests to underserved neighbor-
hoods.
“We don’t rush them,” Stanford

said in a January interview.
Stanford, who has a private

practice in the Philadelphia sub-
urbs, said clinicians make them-
selves available to answer ques-
tions, especially in communities
with a historic distrust of public
healthmeasures.
“Grandma needs you to take

time,” she said. “Someoneneeds to
look after kids while we take care
ofmom.”
Across the country, public

healthdepartmentsarestruggling
to overcome vaccine hesitancy
and increase access to clinics in
communities of color. Recently re-
leased CDC data shows that in the
first month of vaccinations, just
5.4percentof the13millionpeople
vaccinated were Black, although
Black people account for about 16
percent of health-care workers.
But the data is limited, with infor-
mationonraceandethnicitymiss-
ing in about half of the cases.
In Philadelphia, which is more

than 40 percent Black, African
Americans account for about 18
percent of the people vaccinated
so far, according to health depart-
ment data.
Stanford said that to reachhesi-

tant people, she relies heavily on
word of mouth and trust born out
of personal connections, rather
thanwhat she referred to as Philly
Fighting Covid’s “tech aspect.”
For the men and women who

came to the convention center,
getting a vaccine required an elec-
tronic appointment and about
half an hour of free time. After
they passed through security and
checked in, it took a matter of
minutes to be waved through to
one of eight private vaccination
pods, where nurses, each with an
assistant, asked brief screening

almost 1,500 a day.
“We’re treating it like a factory,

with quality control and safety
checks,” Doroshin said after the
first two days of vaccinations, ex-
plaining that he had his eyes on a
stadium where he believed they
could vaccinate “20,000 a day
without breaking a sweat.”
Buoyed by their early success,

Doroshin said he was looking into
taking the show on the road —
perhaps to another major city,
such as Los Angeles orD.C., or to a
purpose-built site, possibly with
the help of out-of-work concert
roadies.
The opportunity to innovate —

and far faster than government —
had appealed to City Council
member Mark F. Squilla (D) from
the moment he met the team of
youngentrepreneurswithdegrees
in engineering and neuroscience
and expertise in data manage-
ment. Now, he was excited to see
what was happening at the Con-
vention Center, which sits in his
district.
“Yougo in.Boom!Boom!Boom!

And you’re done,” he said, even as
he anticipated some criticism of
the swashbuckling approach. “Are
people going to push back? Say
there’s something we didn’t do
right?” he said before the contro-
versy blew up. “I’m sure that’s go-
ing tobe thecase.Butwecan’twait
until it’s perfect.”
Things didn’t go perfectly. In-

ternet connectivitywasn’t reliable
at the start, resulting in the loss of
data on the race and ethnicity of
some vaccine recipients. The sign-
up link intended largely for
health-care workers who don’t
work in hospitals — many of
whom are people of color — was
shared more widely so that real
estate developers and financiers
were among the people speeding

the health department to focus
resources on members of high-
risk groupswhomaynothave cars
or proper documentation, said
Johnson, whowas also collaborat-
ing with the Black Doctors Con-
sortium.
Johnson said she had seen the

benefits of working with outside
groups. Philly Fighting Covid and
other grass-roots partnerships re-
mindedher of the early days of the
HIV/AIDS crisis, when citizens
founded their own response or-
ganizations, many of which
gained national prominence.
IfPhillyFightingCovidexpand-

ed, Johnson said, the health de-
partment would probably “go
along for the ride.”
Johnson said she believed the

group would apply for city fund-
ing and start billing insurers.
“We are silent on that,” she said,

referring to billing.
According to the Centers for

Medicare and Medicaid Services,
the payment rate to administer
single-dose vaccines is $28.39. For
multiple doses, the initial rate is
$16.94, with $28.39 for the final
shot.
Following her resignation,

Johnson did not respond to re-
quests for comment.
The health department did not

sign a contract for vaccinations
withPhillyFightingCovidas ithad
done for testing. Instead, as is the
casewithmore than 100nonprofit
and for-profit vaccine providers in
the city, the group had to meet
requirements set out by theCDC.
On five days in January, Philly

Fighting Covid transformed the
yawning hall of the Pennsylvania
Convention Center — better
known as the backdrop for the
city’s famous flower show — into
an immunization assembly line,
deliveringabout140shotsanhour,

public health nationwide — and
now the coronavirus vaccine roll-
out.
“When you look at those past

government failures, when you’re
African American, you see a pat-
tern,” Bass said in an interview.
“It’sa formofdisenfranchisement,
and it’s not just from guys that
stormed the Capitol. It’s from the
government itself.”
Early in the pandemic, the

health department sought to en-
sure coronavirus testing reached
underserved andhard-hit popula-
tionsby forgingrelationshipswith
organizations presenting innova-
tive approaches and with roots in
communities of color and neigh-
borhoods where many residents
do not speak English. Once the
vaccine became available, the de-
partment built on those relation-
ships to administer shots.
Philly Fighting Covid, which

Doroshin launched as a nonprofit
last spring to make face shields
using 3-D printing, had already
evolved once to provide free test-
ing centers, which were used by
more than 15,000 people. The
group won a $194,000 contract
with the city for testing.
Well before vaccineswere avail-

able, Doroshin said he and his
team started figuring out how to
get shots to recipientswithas little
human contact as possible.
“We had sixmonths’ lead time,”

said Doroshin, who said he and
two friends plowed about
$300,000 of their ownmoney into
Philly FightingCovid.Hedeclined
to describe how he acquired the
funds, apart fromsaying ondiffer-
ent occasions that he has worked
since he was 14 and that he has
profited from “cryptocurrency.”
“It wasn’t that [the health de-

partmentwas] partneringwith us
to build a solution,” said Karol
Osipowicz, a cognitive neurosci-
entist and Doroshin’s mentor first
at Drexel University and then at
Philly Fighting Covid, where he
served as chief science officer. “We
gave it to them.”
“They trusted us,” said Victoria

Milano, 23, site manager at the
vaccination clinic.
Just before Christmas, as coro-

naviruscasessurgedandhospitals
were tied up vaccinating their
front-lineworkers, PhillyFighting
Covid and health department offi-
cials had ameeting.
Inmid-January, as Philly Fight-

ing Covid was winning accolades
for its first clinics, Johnson, then
acting deputy health commission-
er, recalled her reaction to the
group’s the-sky’s-the-limitpropos-
als.
“We are always suspicious, but

we didn’t have much to lose,” she
said, describing how she was pro-
viding some medical oversight
and committed a staff member to
watch over the vaccine. “It wasn’t
ourgoodnamethatwouldgoupin
flames.”
By lowering barriers to access,

Philly Fighting Covid would allow

cial from the city resigned. Allega-
tions of incompetence and angry
calls for racial equity erupted,
aimed not only at the start-up but
at the health department and the
mayor, who had implicitly en-
dorsed the operation by showing
up on the first day shots were
administered in early January.
“It was botched, completely

botched,” said City Council mem-
ber Cindy Bass (D), who chaired a
Feb. 5 hearing questioning the
health department’s decision to
entrust 6 percent of its vaccine
supply to an organization run by
recent college graduates who had
littlemedical training.
The evolving crisis highlights

the challenges facing cities and
states, each chargedwith creating
its own vaccine delivery system
and facing criticism for confusing
registration requirements, hours-
long waits and failure to adminis-
ter vaccine doses in high enough
numbers to communities of color.
Philadelphia has stood out as

one of a handful of cities receiving
dosesdirectly fromtheCenters for
Disease Control and Prevention
and for its willingness to create
unconventionalpartnerships—in
this case, pairing Silicon Valley-
style strategies with its public
health program.
Days before the relationship

collapsed, JamesGarrow, the pub-
lic health department’s communi-
cationsdirector, described the lee-
way the health department had
given Philly Fighting Covid: “It’s
their clinic. They run it as they see
fit. We are there to keep an eye on
our vaccine to make sure it’s used
properly.”
In an email to The Washington

Post two days before the arrange-
ment fractured, Philly Fighting
Covid’s founder and CEO, Andrei
Doroshin, 22, pledged thatprereg-
istration data collected on
100,000 Philadelphia residents
would not be sold.
“Anyone who pre-commits on

our platforms and had entered
their personal information into
our systems can feel confident
that their data is private, safe and
will not be sold to a third-party
company,” Doroshinwrote.
Becoming a for-profit entity

was necessary to expand, Dor-
oshin told The Post, explaining
that he took advice from health-
care lawyers.
“Creating new sites is very ex-

pensive,”he said. “It cannot justbe
funded by donations.”
In a statement that has since

been removed from the start-up’s
website, Doroshin says that in-
stead of defending against
“Philly’s dirty power politics,” his
organization should be busy “vac-
cinating thousands of people.”
But soon after ties were sev-

ered, another controversy erupt-
ed. While some providers nation-
ally were winning praise for find-
ing inventive ways to administer
soon-to-expire doses, Doroshin
took things a step further: After a
participating nurse tweeted that
Doroshin “took home a ziplock
bag-full of vaccines,” the CEO ac-
knowledged on air that he had
administered leftover doses to
four friends.
The fallout has been rapid. The

acting deputy health commission-
er, Caroline C. Johnson, an infec-
tious-disease expert with exten-
sive immunization experience, re-
signed over communicationswith
Philly Fighting Covid and another
testing partner, the Black Doctors
Covid-19 Consortium. Those com-
munications appeared to give the
groups ahead start inwinning the
city’s burgeoning vaccine busi-
ness. The city’s inspector general
launched an investigation, prom-
ising a public report. And some
state legislatorscalled for thecity’s
health commissioner, Thomas A.
Farley, to step down.
Farley declined to comment,

citing the inspector general’s on-
going investigation.
On Feb. 5, the city council

grilled Farley for three hours, call-
ing on him to explain the relation-
ship with Philly Fighting Covid.
Farley,whodescribed thepartner-
ship as a “mistake,” faced broader
questions about why Black resi-
dents have been underrepresent-
ed among the rolls of vaccine re-
cipients — especially in a city in
which people of color are the ma-
jority.
Farley acknowledged that “the

people who force their way to the
front of the line . . . often are peo-
ple who are White.” While Farley
didnot havedata to show thatwas
the case at the Philly Fighting
Covid clinics, sign-up links had
been shared, allowing some peo-
ple to jump ahead of their priority
status.
Witnesses at the city council

hearing evoked the Tuskegee
Study, in which Black men with
syphilis were deprived of treat-
ment without their knowledge,
and the response to Hurricane
Katrina. Themeeting vaulted into
the charged territory of race, lay-
ing bare the historical and con-
temporary grievances that plague

VACCINES FROM A1

Philadelphia soured on a start-up it trusted with vaccines

PHOTOS BY RACHEL WISNIEWSKI FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Dominick Osipowicz, Philly Fighting Covid’s chief of medical operations, teaches volunteers how to draw the

coronavirus vaccine at the start-up’s mass vaccination site in the Pennsylvania Convention Center. Pre-med student Ethan Loofbourrow

pre-writes the date on vaccination record cards. Behavioral specialist Clarissa Cooper-Nowell, 62, prepares to receive the vaccine.
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tions against the PKK in Iraq 
and Syria over the past few 
years that it says are aimed at 
protecting Turkey from cross-
border attacks. They included a 
major incursion into northern 
Syria in 2019 that targeted 
Kurdish-Syrian fighters who 
were allied with the United 
States.  

The latest Turkish operation, 
which began Wednesday, has 
focused on a region north of the 
Iraqi city of Dahuk. The Defense 
Ministry said three Turkish sol-
diers have died and dozens of 
Kurdish fighters were killed or 
captured during the campaign.   

The military campaigns have 
coincided with a crackdown on 
pro-Kurdish voices inside Tur-
key, including on media outlets 
and politicians whom the gov-
ernment has accused of sup-
porting the PKK, which Turkey 
and the United States have 
designated a terrorist group. 
Human rights groups have ac-
cused the Turkish government 
of using its fight against the 
PKK to silence dissenters, in-
cluding members of a pro-Kurd-
ish opposition party.   

Fahrettin Altun, a spokesman 
for Erdogan, said in a statement 
on Twitter that Turkey would 
“continue its fight against ter-
rorism with unwavering deter-
mination” and would “take nec-
essary steps against individuals 
and groups glorifying and en-
couraging terrorism at home 
and abroad.”   

kareem.fahim@washpost.com

police officers. 
President Recep Tayyip Erdo-

gan’s government has carried 
out large-scale military opera-

oner camp resulted in clashes 
that killed captives who be-
longed to Turkey’s intelligence 
service, along with soldiers and 

PKK did not deny that the group 
was holding Turkish prisoners 
but blamed the deaths on Tur-
key, saying its attack on a pris-

ruary, when 36 Turkish troops 
were killed in a suspected air-
strike in Syria’s Idlib province.  

A statement Sunday by the 

BY KAREEM FAHIM

istanbul — Turkey said Sun-
day that 13 Turkish hostages, 
including soldiers and police 
officers, held by a Kurdish mili-
tant group had been found 
executed in a cave in northern 
Iraq.  

The bodies were found during 
a Turkish military operation 
against the Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party, or PKK, that began last 
week, according to a Defense 
Ministry statement. The minis-
try did not say exactly when the 
bodies were discovered or 
whether the executions had oc-
curred during a rescue attempt. 
All but one of the victims was 
killed with a bullet to the head, 
the ministry said.  

Many of the hostages had 
been kidnapped in Turkey in the 
summer or spring of 2015, after 
the breakdown of a cease-fire 
between the government and 
the PKK, which has fought a 
decades-long insurgency 
against Turkey, according to a 
statement by the governor of 
Turkey’s Malatya province that 
was carried by the state-run 
Anadolu news agency. It was the 
worst loss suffered by Turkey’s 
security services since last Feb-

Kurdish militants accused of killing 13 Turkish citizens 

DELIL SOULEIMAN/AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE/GETTY IMAGES

A Turkish military vehicle patrols      in   Syria, where Turkey has carried out operations against the group it says executed 13 of its citizens.    

Bodies  are reportedly 
discovered during a 

military operation in Iraq

BY JENNIFER HASSAN

AND KARLA ADAM

london — Prince Harry and 
Meghan, the Duke and Duchess of 
Sussex, are expecting their second 
baby, a spokeswoman for the cou-
ple confirmed Sunday, saying they 
were “overjoyed at the news.”

The couple, who married in a 
lavish ceremony at Windsor Cas-
tle in May 2018, have a son, Archie 
Harrison Mountbatten-Windsor, 
born May 2019.

“We can confirm that Archie is 
going to be a big brother,” a 

spokeswoman said as well-wish-
ers flocked to social media to offer 
the family their congratulations.

A spokeswoman for Queen 
Elizabeth said that “Her Majesty, 
Duke of Edinburgh, Prince of 
Wales and entire family are de-
lighted and wish them well.”

Harry, 36, and Meghan, 39, 
caused a sensation in Britain last 
year when they stepped down as 
senior royals. Harry remains sixth 
in line to the throne — after 
Charles, the Prince of Wales; 
Prince William, Charles’s first 
son; and George, Charlotte and 

Louis, William’s children. The 
baby will be eighth.

Harry and Meghan dropped 
their HRH titles in 2020 but are 
still the Duke and Duchess of Sus-
sex. After stepping down as senior 
royals, they traveled to Vancouver 
Island in British Columbia before 
settling in Meghan’s native South-
ern California.

Their second child will not be 
born a prince or princess, as he or 
she will be too far down the line of 
succession to assume the title au-
tomatically. Meghan and Harry 
opted not to seek a royal title for 

Archie when he was born.
In an opinion piece for the New 

York Times in November, Meghan 
revealed that she had suffered a 
miscarriage in July and called for 
people on social media to be kind-
er to one another. The piece came 
after years of the couple being 
targeted by the relentless British 
tabloids.

“I knew, as I clutched my first-
born child, that I was losing my 
second,” she wrote. She described 
the “almost unbearable grief” 
that comes with losing a child. She 
urged people to try to find more 

time to ask others if they are okay.
Harry and Meghan’s Valen-

tine’s Day announcement came 37 
years and a day after Charles and 
Princess Diana announced her 
pregnancy with Harry. “The Ro-
mantic princess chose St. Valen-
tine’s eve to break her marvelous 
news,” the Daily Express reported 
at the time.

The Sussexes released a photo 
of themselves smiling at each oth-
er while Meghan has a hand on 
her bump.

Misan Harriman, the photog-
rapher, tweeted: “Meg, I was there 

at your wedding to witness this 
love story begin, and my friend, I 
am honoured to capture it grow.

“Congratulations to The Duke 
and Duchess of Sussex on this 
joyous news!”

Last week, Meghan won a High 
Court privacy case against the 
Mail on Sunday tabloid — a major 
victory for the duchess. A judge 
ruled that the tabloid had invaded 
her privacy when it published 
parts of a letter she wrote to her 
estranged father.

jennifer.hassan@washpost.com

karla.adam@washpost.com

Spokeswoman: Prince Harry and Meghan are expecting their second baby
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The World

RUSSIA

Navalny backers join 
in ‘flashlight’ protests 

Supporters of imprisoned 
Russian opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny came out to residential 
courtyards and shined their 
cellphone flashlights Sunday in 
a display of unity, despite efforts 
by Russian authorities to 
extinguish the illuminated 
protests. 

Navalny’s team sent photos of 
small groups with lit-up 
cellphones in cities from Siberia 
to the Moscow region. It was 
unclear how many people 
participated overall.

No arrests were immediately 
reported. 

When Navalny’s team first 
urged people to take part in the 
cellphone protests, many 
responded with jokes and 
skepticism. After two weekends 
of nationwide demonstrations, 
the new protest format looked to 
some like a retreat. 

Yet Russian officials spent 
days trying to blacken the 
protests. Officials accused 
Navalny’s allies of acting on 
NATO’s instructions. Kremlin-
backed television channels 
warned that flashlight rallies 
were part of major uprisings 
around the world. State news 
agencies cited unnamed sources 
as saying that a terrorist group 
was plotting attacks during 
unapproved mass protests. 

The suppression attempts 
represent a change of tactics for 
Russian authorities, who used to 
ignore Navalny.

“Navalny went from a person 
whose name is not allowed to be 
mentioned to the main subject 
of discussion” on state TV, said 

Maria Pevchikh, head of 
investigations at Navalny’s Anti-
Corruption Foundation.

Pevchikh credited Navalny’s 
latest exposé  for the sudden 
surge in attention. His 
foundation’s two-hour video 
alleging that a lavish palace on 

the Black Sea was built for 
President Vladimir Putin 
through corruption has been 
watched more than 111 million 
times on YouTube since Jan. 19.

The video went up two days 
after Navalny was arrested upon 
returning to Russia from 

Germany, where he spent five 
months recovering from a nerve-
agent poisoning that he blames 
on the Kremlin. The Russian 
government denies involvement.

— Associated Press

Japan approves its first 
coronavirus vaccine for use: 
Japan has formally approved its 
first coronavirus vaccine and 
said it would start nationwide 
inoculations within days, but the 
campaign would still be months 
behind the United States and 
many other countries. Japan’s 
Health Ministry said it had 
approved the vaccine co-
developed and supplied by 
Pfizer and partner BioNTech. 
About 20,000 front-line medical 
workers at hospitals in Japan 
will get their first shots 
beginning Wednesday. About 
3.7 million other medical 
workers will be next, followed by 
elderly people. By June, it is 
expected that all others in the 
country will be eligible. 

Lebanon begins coronavirus 
inoculations: Lebanon has 
administered its first jabs of 
coronavirus vaccine, with an 
intensive care unit physician 
and a 93-year-old comedian 
becoming the first to receive the 
Pfizer-BioNTech doses. The 
inoculation campaign was 
launched a day after Lebanon 
received its first batch of the 
vaccine. Lebanon is in the midst 
of a surge in coronavirus cases. 

It has registered almost 340,000 
cases and nearly 4,000 deaths 
since its first confirmed case last 
February. After record 
coronavirus deaths and 
infections, Lebanon imposed its 
strictest lockdown yet in early 
January, with 24-hour curfews 
and only basic services 
operating. The lockdown is 
slowly easing. 

Iran test-fires short-range 
‘smart’ missile: Iran’s army has 
test-fired a sophisticated short-
range missile, state media 
reported. The report by the 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
quoted the chief of the army’s 
ground forces as saying that the 
missile’s range was about 185 
miles. Iran’s army controls 
short-range missiles, although 
longer-range ones capable of 
traveling up to 1,250 miles are 
controlled by the paramilitary 
Revolutionary Guard Corps.

11 killed in rebel raids in 
Congo, authorities say: Eleven 
people were killed in Congo 
when rebels attacked two 
military posts in the 
southeastern mining hub of 
Lubumbashi, authorities said. 
Security forces repelled the twin 
attacks by dozens of armed 
militants, provincial Interior 
Minister Moise Mpanga said in a 
video statement. Three soldiers, 
seven rebels and a 10-year-old 
girl died, he said.

— From news services

DIGEST

HIRONORI ASAKAWA/KYODO NEWS/ASSOCIATED PRESS

A landslide caused by an earthquake covers a road Sunday in Fukushima, Japan. The 7.3-magnitude 
quake is believed to be an aftershock of the 2011 disaster that triggered a tsunami, Kyodo News reported.

BY MARY BETH SHERIDAN

mexico city — One scandal 
featured the president’s wife and 
a $7 million mansion built by a 
top government contractor. An-
other involved the misuse of fed-
eral AIDS funds to buy Cartier 
pens and women’s underwear. 
Then there was the “Master 
Fraud,” in which $400 million 
flowed between 11 government 
agencies, eight universities and 
dozens of phony companies — 
with half disappearing.

Each of the cases was exposed 
thanks to Mexico’s freedom of 
information system, often ranked 
among the world’s most effective. 
Created in 2002, it has allowed 
journalists and researchers to 
wrest documents from a govern-
ment long known for opacity.

The system has been “one of 
the most important democratic 
advances in Mexico” since the 
end of one-party rule in 2000, 
said Roberto Rock, a journalist 
who lobbied for its creation.

Now, President Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador wants to rein in 
the National Institute for Access 
to Information, or INAI, the inde-
pendent body that runs the sys-
tem. He says it’s expensive and 
has failed to end corruption.

The effort has revealed a deep-
ening split in Mexico over the 
very nature of its democracy. To a 
generation of reformers, the free-
dom of information system rep-
resented a milestone in Mexico’s 
transformation from an authori-
tarian state. The institute was 
one of multiple independent 
agencies formed to organize elec-
tions, investigate human rights 
abuses and otherwise serve as 
checks on the powerful presiden-
cy. They became “the protective 
layers of our democracy,” wrote 
Enrique Campos Suárez, a col-
umnist for El Economista news-
paper.

López Obrador, a populist with 
leftist roots, maintains that the 
transition to democracy has 
largely been a sham — benefiting 
a self-serving elite while neglect-
ing the poor.

“All these administrative struc-
tures were created to simulate a 
fight against corruption, to simu-
late transparency, to simulate 
that there wouldn’t be impunity,” 
he told reporters. “It was all a 
farce.”

The transparency law resem-
bles the U.S. Freedom of Informa-
tion Act. But Mexico’s system 
typically moves faster, with au-
thorities generally required to 
respond to requests within 
30 days. And it is administered by 
an institute that can overrule the 
government when it denies infor-
mation.

It’s been a game-changer in a 
country where authorities long 
withheld basic information such 
as homicide figures, earthquake 
casualties and the central bank’s 
reserves. Suddenly citizens could 
find out the number of govern-
ment employees, their salaries — 
even the guest list for a Mexican 

the mass graves being unearthed 
in her home state of Jalisco. Many 
of the unmarked sites were filled 
with the remains of people who 
had disappeared during the drug 
war.

Guillén peppered local and na-
tional government offices with 
nearly 200 requests for informa-
tion on such pits. Working with 
the investigative site Quinto Ele-
mento Lab, she documented 
nearly 2,000 clandestine graves 
— more than the federal govern-
ment’s total. Without Mexico’s 
freedom of information system, 
she said, “we couldn’t have done 
much of the investigation.”

López Obrador, a folksy 67-

political party, which controls the 
National Congress.

But columnist Jorge Zepeda 
Patterson said López Obrador’s 
goal isn’t so much accumulating 
power as it is fortifying a presi-
dency weakened in recent years 
by decentralization.

“He’s trying to give the Mexi-
can government more capacity to 
intervene in reality, to modify the 
well-entrenched practices that 
favor the privileged,” he said. 
“Right or wrong, that’s his logic.”

The freedom of information 
system might have been hurt by 
the very hopes it generated for 
profound change. While Mexico 
developed a democratic voting 
system and a freer press, it still 
hasn’t reformed a justice system 
rooted in the authoritarian era. 
The police and courts remain 
corrupt and ineffective. Only a 
tiny percentage of crimes result 
in jail sentences.

“There is more transparency, 
but we don’t have a functional 
mechanism to prompt investiga-
tion and criminal prosecution 
and punishment of the corrupt,” 
said the political analyst Luis 
Carlos Ugalde. Journalists expose 
graft, he said, but in many cases 
“nothing happens” to the perpe-
trators. That can lead to a sense 
that the system isn’t producing 
results.

Ironically, the independent in-
stitutions López Obrador criticiz-
es helped propel him to the 
presidency. One of them, the 
National Electoral Institute, es-
tablished in 1990, cleaned up the 
system of rampant fraud that had 
kept opposition candidates from 
winning office. Meanwhile, jour-
nalists using freedom of informa-
tion requests made citizens more 
aware of corruption. López Obra-
dor rode a wave of disgust with 
graft to an overwhelming victory 
in 2018. 

Critics note that López Obra-
dor’s government has not always 
distinguished itself in transpar-
ency. In 2019, his first full year in 
office, there were 46 percent 
more appeals to the INAI by 
citizens who had been denied 
information by bureaucrats than 
in the previous year.

López Obrador has proposed a 
leaner, faster freedom of infor-
mation system in which he says 
the government would respond 
to requests within 72 hours. 
Whether he can succeed in dis-
mantling the current structure is 
unclear.

The freedom of information 
system was enshrined in the con-
stitution in 2013 as an autono-
mous body. To amend the consti-
tution, López Obrador would 
have to battle the opposition — 
not only in the National Con-
gress, but in every state legisla-
ture.

Rock said the president had 
the political conviction to push 
for the change. “But he also has 
the political savvy to realize it 
could wind up as a disaster for 
him and his party,” he said.

mary.sheridan@washpost.com

In Mexico, a rift over freedom of information
As the president seeks to dismantle the country’s national transparency watchdog, a generation of reformers sees democracy at stake

president’s birthday party.
The institute “advanced the 

idea that information didn’t be-
long to bureaucrats but to the 
public,”  said  Rossana  Fuentes-
Berain, another figure in the civil 
society campaign to create the 
system. Since it got off the 
ground, the number of informa-
tion requests has exploded, from 
about 50,000 to more than 
230,000 a year.

Reporters have used the trans-
parency system to uncover some 
of Mexico’s biggest scandals of 
the past two decades. In 2014, 
journalist Carmen Aristegui and 
her colleagues dug up documents 
showing that President Enrique 
Peña Nieto and his wife were 
using a marble-floored, $7 mil-
lion mansion built by a contrac-
tor close to the government. The 
president’s approval ratings tum-
bled. (He said his wife, a telenove-
la star, was buying the property 
in installments. But he apolo-
gized for the appearance of a 
conflict of interest.)

Three years later, journalists 
exposed the “Master Fraud” swin-
dle, in which government money 
sloshed through universities and 
into fake companies, only to dis-
appear. A former cabinet minis-
ter, Rosario Robles, is now in jail 
on corruption charges. (She says 
she’s innocent.)

In addition to helping expose 
corruption, the freedom of infor-
mation system has allowed re-
searchers to plumb the depths of 
Mexico’s human rights crisis.

In 2014, reporter Alejandra 
Guillén became “obsessed” with 

year-old, argues that Mexico no 
longer needs a transparency in-
stitute. He holds a 7 a.m. news 
conference nearly every weekday, 
a talk fest that often lasts two 
hours.

“If we have permanent com-
munication, and guarantee the 
right to information, things work 
out,” he told reporters last month. 
“Therefore, I’d say, we don’t need 
this apparatus that costs so 
much.” The hundreds of millions 
of dollars budgeted for the INAI 
and other independent agencies, 
he said, would be better spent on 
education, health or social pro-
grams. 

López Obrador and his sup-
porters have long argued that the 
institute provides the illusion of 
transparency to a political sys-
tem dominated by unscrupulous 
officials and their wealthy allies 
in private business. “Notwith-
standing its admirable institu-
tional design of transparency, 
Mexico remains one of the most 
corrupt countries in the world,” 
the academic Irma Eréndira San-
doval Ballesteros wrote in the 
2018 book “Troubling Transpar-
ency.”

She’s now López Obrador’s 
minister of public administra-
tion. The president has proposed 
moving the freedom of informa-
tion system into her ministry.

Critics maintain that the at-
tacks on the INAI and the other 
independent agencies show the 
authoritarian tendencies of a 
president who frequently berates 
the press and the opposition, and 
rules unquestioned over his own 

LUIS ANTONIO ROJAS FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

EMILIO NARANJO/POOL/GETTY IMAGES

TOP: President Andrés Manuel López Obrador says  the National 
Institute for Access to Information has failed to end corruption. 
ABOVE: Journalists using the system found in 2014  that President 
Enrique Peña Nieto, here with Princess Letizia of Spain, was using 
a $7 million mansion built by a contractor close to the government.

The institute 

“advanced the idea 

that information didn’t 

belong to bureaucrats 

but to the public.”
Rossana Fuentes-Berain, 

a central figure in Mexico’s 

civil society campaign to create 

a freedom of information system
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BY DANIELLE PAQUETTE

dakar, senegal — Public 
health officials in Guinea de-
clared a new epidemic of Ebola 
on Sunday after recording seven 
cases and three deaths — the 
first resurgence since the hem-
orrhagic fever devastated the 
West African nation and two 
neighbors from 2014 to 2016.

More than 11,300 people died 
in the last outbreak, the deadli-
est on record, which started in a 
rural Guinea village before tear-
ing through Liberia and Sierra 
Leone. 

Health investigators are rush-
ing to trace and isolate suspect-
ed contacts, said Sakoba Keita, 
head of the National Health 
Security Agency. The country is 
building a new Ebola treatment 
center.

But resources are thin in 
Guinea, one of the world’s poor-
est countries, which was already 
battling the coronavirus pan-
demic on top of yellow fever and 
measles outbreaks.

“We are facing four epidemics 
at the same time,” Keita said.

The nation of 13 million has 
recorded 14,895 coronavirus in-
fections and 84 deaths.

An Ebola vaccine rollout is 
expected to begin as soon as this 

week in the southeast region of 
Nzerekore, Keita said, where the 
latest outbreak was detected.

Authorities blamed the 
spread on the Feb. 1 funeral of a 
nurse. 

It’s unclear whether Ebola 
caused her death, Keita said, but 
seven people who attended the 
burial later showed the telltale 
symptoms: diarrhea, vomiting 
and bleeding.

Three died: one man and two 
women.

“Faced with this situation and 
in accordance with internation-
al health regulations, the Guin-
ean government declares an 
Ebola epidemic,” Guinea’s health 
ministry said in a statement 
Sunday.

The government urged any-
one with symptoms to contact a 
doctor. Officials set a goal: con-
tainment in six weeks. “Togeth-
er, we will win!” Remy Lamah, 
the health minister, said in a 
statement.

Ebola is spread through con-
tact with bodily fluids. Corpses 
of those who died of the illness 
are also infectious.

The World Health Organiza-
tion called for a swift response 
to the threat in Guinea.

“It’s a huge concern to see the 
resurgence of Ebola in Guinea, a 

country which has already suf-
fered so much from the disease,” 
said Matshidiso Moeti, the 
WHO’s regional director for Af-
rica. “However, banking on the 
expertise and experience built 
during the previous outbreak, 
health teams in Guinea are on 
the move to quickly trace the 
path of the virus and curb fur-
ther infections.”

The last outbreak began in the 
same region. The first case, re-
ported in December 2013, was 
an 18-month-old boy in a rural 
village. Doctors believe he was 
infected by a bat.

The contagion blazed through 
Conakry, the capital, and into 
neighboring countries. Officials 
recorded 28,616 cases in Guinea, 
Liberia and Sierra Leone before 
the outbreak was contained.

Also Sunday, Congo con-
firmed a fourth new case of 
Ebola in North Kivu, where a 
flare-up of the virus was report-
ed on Feb. 7. (The outbreaks are 
not thought to be linked.)

Authorities declared the end 
of Congo’s nearly two-year out-
break in June after more than 
2,200 deaths.
danielle.paquette@washpost.com

Borso Tall contributed to this report.

Health authorities in Guinea 
declare a new Ebola epidemic  

CHICO HARLAN/THE WASHINGTON POST

Stefano Colloca, technology  chief at ReiTheira in Castel Romano 

on Feb. 4. ReiThera is growing its production and filling area.

BY CHICO HARLAN

AND STEFANO PITRELLI

castel romano, italy — If all 
goes according to plan, a small 
biotech company outside Rome 
will soon be cranking out millions 
of coronavirus vaccine doses a 
month. The company has finished 
an initial, small-scale trial. It has 
financial backing from the Italian 
government. It has an under-
ground production facility so new 
that it smells of fresh paint.

Nothing stands in ReiThera’s 
way except the bedeviling logistics 
of turning science into medicine.

Some of the pitfalls of that proc-
ess have already shown up in the 
uneven and slower than expected 
global vaccine rollout. Even in 
places like Europe that, on paper, 
had secured multiple doses for 
every person, production short-
falls — and questions about the 
AstraZeneca vaccine’s efficacy for 
the elderly — have caused a pan-
icked realization that the first 
wave of presumed solutions might 
not be enough.

But for vaccine manufacturers 
hoping to plug the gap, the path is 
at least as tricky as it was for the 
first-comers. Like its forerunners, 
ReiThera faces the challenge of 
quickly scaling up production. But 
it also faces a series of more novel 
obstacles, related to this particular 
point in the pandemic, when larg-
er pharmaceutical companies 
have claimed dibs on crucial sup-
plies and the existence of effective 
vaccines raises ethical questions 
about testing new ones.

For now, even as Italian politi-
cians speak hopefully about hav-
ing a domestically made vaccine 
by September, ReiThera acknowl-
edges it is still trying to navigate 
long waiting lists for several basic 
components.

“There is a competition be-
tween the producers for the criti-
cal material,” said Stefano Colloca, 
the company’s chief technology of-
ficer.

The hurdles are big enough that 
some Italian scientists say it 
makes more sense to expand pro-
duction of proven vaccines rather 
than investing resources to devel-
op new ones. That idea got a high-
profile boost last month when the 
French pharmaceutical company 
Sanofi, which had struggled in its 
own vaccine attempt, said it would 
instead produce 100 million doses 
of the vaccine made by its competi-
tor, Pfizer.

Other scientists, though, argue 
that, in the long run, it makes more 
sense to have many vaccines rath-
er than many doses of a few. The 
variety is crucial, they say, because 
it’s still far from clear which vac-
cines will respond well to new 
variants and which might afford 
longer protection or block trans-
mission. Some vaccines might out-
do others in safeguarding particu-
lar demographic groups.

“It’s a real palette. You have to 
think about it as an artist’s palette 
to paint this picture, and this pic-
ture is stopping the virus,” said 
Paul Duprex, director of the Cen-
ter for Vaccine Research at the 
University of Pittsburgh. “That is 
why we need to have backups of 
backups of backups.”

The Pfizer-BioNTech and Mod-

erna vaccines, the first two ap-
proved in Europe, use a new 
 mRNA-based technology and have 
proved dazzlingly effective. But 
that technology makes them more 
expensive — and more difficult to 
store — than vector vaccines, 
which include those from Astra-
Zeneca, Johnson & Johnson and 
ReiThera.

ReiThera executives say that if 
their vaccine falls short of expecta-
tions, they would in theory be able 
to produce AstraZeneca’s vaccine. 
But they call that a “Plan B.”

“We are still thinking that ours 
could be better,” Colloca said.

The company has a long list of 
issues to sort out first, however. It 
says it needs to hire and train 40 
more people — a 35 percent expan-
sion of its workforce. In Novem-
ber, it bought a 500-gallon vessel 
known as a bioreactor, which en-
ables the chemical process for vac-
cine-making. But Colloca said 
there is now a months-long wait 
for even the single-use bags, which 
hold a starter kit of vaccine liquid, 
that are inserted into the vessel.

“We have some stockpiled,” Col-
loca said. “But not enough.”

ReiThera is even concerned 
about obtaining glass vials. Fear-
ing a shortage, the company has 
searched for alternatives and is 
considering using a medical-grade 
pouch similar to an IV bag.

Then there’s the matter of 
ramping up production — and the 
possibility that manufacturing 
hiccups could cause shortfalls and 
delivery delays, as happened with 
AstraZeneca. Colloca said compa-
nies like his could learn from oth-
ers’ struggles “only to an extent.”

“It’s not like AstraZeneca has 
said, ‘Here were our problems,’ ” 

Colloca said. “I can imagine. But I 
don’t know. They were not pre-
pared to scale up. Most of the 
challenge is in scaling up.”

Italy’s government recently 
threw its support behind Rei-
Thera’s venture, injecting 81 mil-
lion euros into the company. Do-
menico Arcuri, who is both the 
commissioner leading Italy’s coro-
navirus response and the CEO of 
the Italian government invest-
ment arm, called ReiThera an “in-
tegral part of the Italian vaccina-
tion strategy and campaign.”

In a written statement to The 
Washington Post, Arcuri said he 
hoped doses could be available to 
the public “by the summer.”

In addition to supplying Italy — 

which is now getting doses from 
Pfizer, Moderna and AstraZeneca 
— ReiThera says it has also re-
ceived inquiries from countries in 
South America and Eastern Eu-
rope. In those regions, a Europe-
an-made vaccine would represent 
an alternative to options from 
Russia and China, which have tar-
geted poorer countries, in part as a 
way to win influence and goodwill.

If there is enough interest from 
abroad, ReiThera says, it plans to 
collaborate with a Belgium-based 
commercial facility, Univercells, to 
expand production.

ReiThera’s vaccine candidate is 
one of 63 around the world in the 
midst of clinical trials, according 
to the World Health Organization. 

Before the pandemic, ReiThera 
was what Colloca called a “solid 
small company.” It was just a few 
years old, but its top scientists had 
years of experience making vac-
cines against emerging diseases, 
typically using modified adenovi-
ruses from great apes.

The company said the results of 
its Phase 1 trial, completed this 
month, were encouraging: The 
vaccine appeared safe for both 
young and old, and it stimulated 
antibodies in more than 90 per-
cent of volunteers.

Still, scientists caution that 
there are many kinds of antibod-
ies, some that might powerfully 
fight the coronavirus and others 
that might not, and a Phase 1 trial 
does not provide enough informa-
tion.

In normal situations, a compa-
ny would eventually subject its 
candidate to a large-scale trial in 
which some volunteers would re-
ceive the vaccine and others would 
be given a placebo. But many med-
ical experts say it is becoming 
murky whether a company can 
ethically inject people, especially 
the elderly, with nothing more 
than saline when efficacious vac-
cines are already available.

Antonella Folgori, ReiThera’s 
CEO, said there’s no doubt that 
placebo trials are the best way to 
test a vaccine, but she’s not sure 
ReiThera will be able to conduct 
one. She said she has obsessively 
been joining webinars, talking to 
others in the field, looking for sig-
nals on what governments are 
thinking. So far, Europe’s medical 
body has offered no rules.

There are conceivable alterna-
tives, including the possibility of 
giving ReiThera’s vaccine to all 
volunteers, then comparing their 
antibody response to responses 
triggered by other, proven vac-
cines. But that comparison cannot 
be done based on the current level 
of scientific knowledge; more re-
search must be done to determine 
which kind of immune response 
correlates with protection. That 
could be at least several months 
away, Folgori said, calling it a “flu-
id situation.”

“There’s still a chance that it 
doesn’t work out as we hope,” Col-
loca said. But, he said, “you cannot 
start this project if you’re not an 
optimist.”

chico.harlan@washpost.com

stefano.pitrelli@washpost.com

Italian vaccine venture raises hopes, ethical questions

CHICO HARLAN/THE WASHINGTON POST

A lab in Castel Romano, Italy, at ReiThera, a biotech company that aims to have a coronavirus vaccine ready by September. The hurdles for 

the firm are so big that some scientists say it makes more sense to expand production of proven vaccines rather than investing in new ones.
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could answer them. 
My school had recently 

switched online due to covid and 
now i’m having way more as-
signments and work to do and 
my mom signed me up for an 
online sat prep course that’s su-
per intense AND i;m on my 
schools speech and debate team 
and our tournament is this 
weekend and i’m really nervous 
and scared for it

Teen Line volunteer Jonathan 
Gelfond, 16, has seen dozens of 
texts like that since March. He 
can imagine writing a text like 
that himself in a moment of 
panic.

Navigating school while 
schools navigate the pandemic 
has been stressful. To Gelfond, 
who goes to class online for the 
first half of each day and then 
does hours of homework in the 
afternoons and evenings,  it’s felt 
as if the workload has increased 
while support has bottomed out. 
“The whole routine that we were 
used to — going to in-person 
class, having the chance to talk 
to your teacher after class — that 
whole system has been com-
pletely changed,” he says.

School systems are reporting 
alarming numbers of students 
falling behind. And between 
February and June of 2020 the 
share of U.S. youths who were 
neither in school nor employed 
more than doubled, according to 
the Pew Research Center. They 
are disconnected from funda-
mental structures of society, a 
fissure that can have long-term 
emotional and economic ramifi-
cations. 

But even the teens who are 
still enrolled, logged on from 
home, are feeling disconnected.

“I have had kids begging and 
wishing to go back to school, 
which is not typical,” says Tyson, 
of Children’s National Hospital. 
Teenagers crave structure and 
socialization, she says; schools 
offer both. And they can be  ref-
uges  for LGBTQ kids who don’t 
have family support and for kids 
whose home lives are marked by 
abuse. 

Gelfond, the Teen Line volun-
teer, knows how lucky he is. His 
parents both have jobs. He gets 
along with his older brother, 
who should be off at college but 
is studying at home. Still, pan-
demic life has been rough. Gel-
fond is a procrastinator, a ten-
dency that virtual school has 
exacerbated. 

“Being at a computer for four 
hours a day, then taking a break 
and then going to do homework 
on a computer for another three 
to four hours has been really 
difficult,” he says. “I’m not as 
organized doing it from home.” 

Life’s normal hardships, only 
made more difficult by the pan-

The pandemic has punished 
people of all ages, overwhelming 
parents, isolating grandparents, 
shortchanging kids. But the 
emotional fallout for teenagers 
has been uniquely brutal. At just 
the age when they are biological-
ly predisposed to seek independ-
ence from their families, teens 
have been trapped at home. 
Friends — who take on para-
mount importance during ado-
lescence — are largely out of 
reach, accessible mostly by so-
cial media, which brings its own 
mix of satisfying and toxic el-
ements. 

A June survey by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion found that a staggering 
26 percent of 18- to 24-year-olds 
reported having serious suicidal 
thoughts in the past 30 days, 
compared with 16 percent of 25- 
to 44-year-olds and less than 
4 percent of people ages 45 and 
older. And  mental health visits 
to emergency rooms by 12- to 
17-year-olds increased 31 per-
cent in 2020 compared with the 
previous year. Other research 
shows teens have been getting 
more sleep and feeling less taxed 
by their formerly frenetic sched-
ules. But the academic pressure 
cooker hasn’t disappeared; it’s 
moved online, where students 
are forced to manage much of 
their own time and learning, 
with less access to teacher assis-
tance. Milestone moments such 
as graduation and homecoming 
have been erased. And time 
moves differently to teenagers; a 
year is not just a year to a 
14-year-old, it’s also one-four-
teenth of their life, a quarter of 
their high school experience. 

“So much of their social lives 
and social development revolves 
around being at school, interact-
ing with people,” says Michelle 
Carlson, executive director of 
Teen Line, a Los Angeles-based 
nonprofit. “There’s so much so-
cial support at school that is not 
necessarily accessible. So they’re 
having a hard time.”

The young volunteers at Teen 
Line, founded in 1980 to allow 
teens in crisis to confide in other 
teens, have a unique view into 
how teenagers have been surviv-
ing the emotional fallout of the 
pandemic. During the day, those 
volunteers live out the highs, 
lows and in-betweens of their 
own lives in the shadow of the 
virus and the upheaval it’s 
caused. At night, they field  a 
deluge of calls, texts and emails 
from peers who are feeling the 
darkness creep in on them.

Like that 17-year-old who 
called in November and talked 
about cutting herself. Angry and 
confused, desperate for relief. 

TEENS FROM A1

PHOTOS BY ALYSON ALIANO FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

“I’m all ears. I’ll try to be the person you can trust.”
Selene Lam, an 18-year-old volunteer with Teen Line, to one of the hotline’s callers

day and being surrounded by so 
many people. I get very easily 
overwhelmed.” But her relief 
ebbed as the weeks ticked on, 
and her dark thoughts multi-
plied. 

“I spent most of that time in 
my room completely isolated 
from everyone and everything,” 
she says. When she wasn’t doing 
virtual school she spent endless 
hours scrolling through her 
phone, disconnected from her 
friends and extended family. “I 
was really struggling, and I 
wasn’t able to get the type of 
treatment I needed because ev-
erything was locked down. So 
things kept getting worse.”

In early April, Raderman was 
referred to an inpatient psychi-
atric facility for anxiety and de-
pression, but she had to wait 
three weeks for a bed. Her five 
weeks of treatment were a god-
send, she says. It gave her a 
break from social media and a 
supportive environment “where 
I felt safe to work through 
things.”

The time at the facility helped 
put Raderman in a good enough 
place to enjoy her summer and 
enter her senior year feeling 
optimistic. But Raderman 
knows the shadows lurk — for 
her, and for the young people 
who make anonymous calls to 
Teen Line. 

That Friday night in Novem-
ber, Raderman’s first call was 
from a 17-year-old who had just 
caught his girlfriend cheating. 
He was calling from outside her 
house.

Raderman hadn’t dealt with a 
situation quite like this before, 
but after talking for 10 minutes 
she was able to persuade the 
caller to drive home and calm 
down before confronting his 
girlfriend. 

She heard his engine shut off, 
then the line went dead. 

Most of the teens who called 
or texted were communicating 
the same message, in one way or 
another:

I feel so alone.
The pandemic had stolen so 

much, including the thing they 
wanted most: time with one an-
other. 

O
n the first Tuesday in De-
cember, the texts to Teen 
Line  stacked up faster 

than the six volunteers on duty 

100 hours of training required to 
field calls, role-playing scenarios 
with hotline staff members pre-
tending to be teens in the midst 
of breakdowns and breakups. 

When her training was com-
plete, Raderman, who hopes to 
become a clinical psychologist 
some day, volunteered for as 
many Teen Line shifts as she 
could get.  

“It’s so empowering after ev-
ery shift to know that for that 
night I was there for someone,” 
she says. “I helped someone who 
didn’t feel heard to be heard.”

When the coronavirus first 
arrived, last March, quarantin-
ing at home had been a boon for 
Raderman, an introvert who 
craves alone time. “I always 
have, like, a little trouble with 
the physical aspect of school,” 
she says. “Just, like, going every 

ments and tattered stuffed ani-
mals, waiting to be assigned 
calls, texts and emails by the 
trained therapists who oversee 
the program. 

Abi Raderman, 18, started vol-
unteering in June 2019. She had 
struggled with her own mental 
health for as long as she can 
remember, coping with anxiety, 
depression and panic attacks. 
None of it was easy, but it taught 
her a lot about the human condi-
tion. An older cousin had once 
volunteered with Teen Line, and 
to Raderman that seemed like a 
good way to put her hard-won 
knowledge to use. 

“If I’m running in this world, I 
might as well, like, do some good 
with it,” Raderman says from her 
bedroom in the Sherman Oaks 
neighborhood of Los Angeles. 
She raced through the more than 

“I just want to crawl under a 
rock,” she had said. “If I could cut 
off the whole world, I would.”

At the start of the pandemic 
Teen Line paused operations 
while staff members figured out 
how to operate remotely. When 
they came back online last sum-
mer, calls flooded in. Relation-
ship issues were still the most 
common complaint among 
teens, but the hotline has seen a 
marked increase in teenagers 
grappling with self-harm, sui-
cidal thoughts and child abuse. 
They’re fighting with their par-
ents, sick of their siblings and 
missing once-reliable emotional 
outlets, such as venting to 
friends between classes.

America’s teens were strug-
gling before the pandemic. Sui-
cides among young people rose 
57 percent between 2007 and 
2018. And the National Institutes 
of Health estimates that a third 
of all U.S. teens will experience 
an anxiety disorder during their 
youth. Many psychologists point 
to the rise in smartphones and 
social media use as a major factor 
contributing to teenage despair, 
amplifying social drama and 
compelling teens to constantly 
compare themselves to peers. 

Now, as a result of the pan-
demic, adolescent psychologists 
are reporting a dramatic influx 
in therapy inquiries and wait 
lists for inpatient psychiatric 
wards across the country. 
“They’re trying to navigate this 
huge change — a huge change in 
their social lives, a huge change 
in their home lives and a change 
in their academics. They’re try-
ing to understand what their 
futures will be like and that is 
throwing many teens in crisis,” 
says Colby Tyson, associate med-
ical director of inpatient psychi-
atric services at Children’s Na-
tional Hospital in Washington. 
“We are looking at a significant 
mental health burden. We’re all 
trying to kind of figure out how 
to take care of our kids.”

Meanwhile some of the kids 
have been trying to figure out 
how to take care of one another. 

B
efore the pandemic, Teen 
Line’s volunteers would 
gather in a room at Cedars-

Sinai Hospital for each shift. 
Now, they log on to Zoom from 
their bedrooms, surrounded by 
unfinished homework assign-

At lifeline for struggling teens, 
peers keep those in crisis afloat

Selene Lam, top, and Jonathan Gelfond, above, are Teen 

Line volunteers. Lam is waiting on college acceptances, 

and Gelfond hopes to attend school in person next year.
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Lately, Lam has begun put-
ting Post-it notes on the wall
above her desk. Some of them
contain chemical formulas
she’s memorizing for AP chem-
istry. (“Sulfuric Acid, H2SO4.”)
The rest are lists of things Lam
is grateful for. “Spotify wraps.”
“Oat milk.” “Mom folding
clothes.”
Lam immigrated to the U.S.

from Hong Kong at age 14, and
spent her first few years here
trying to memorize Taylor Swift
songs, lose her accent and as-
similate. The time away from
school has given her an oppor-
tunity to think more about who
she wants to be, not just who
she’s supposed to be.
Recently, Spotify showed

Lam a list of her 100 most-
played songs of the year. They
were all in English. “I realized I
don’t have any of my Chinese
songs that I grew up on,” she
says. So she started adding
some of her old Cantonese fa-
vorites back to the mix.
The pandemic hasn’t been

universally bad for teens. Ther-
apists who work with adoles-
cents say that for many of their
clients, the shutdowns, espe-
cially early last spring, felt like
a release valve to their pres-
sure-packed lives. For teen-
agers predisposed to depres-
sion and anxiety, “a lot of alone
time with your depressive
thoughts is not great,” says Ni-
cole McGarry, a Northern Vir-
ginia therapist who works with
a lot of young people. At the
same time, she says, “Some of
my clients had a really pro-
found experience of solitude. It
was sort of like they were on
detox.”
Lam has had a better time

than many others. But her time
as a volunteer for Teen Line has
given her a glimpse of how hard
the pandemic has hit some of
her peers.
“I’ve gotten more anxiety this

year because everything is cra-
zy,” Lam’s Friday-night caller
told her. “I cry every day be-
cause life sucks right now.”
The caller couldn’t see it, but

Lam nodded slightly while she
listened. They talked for almost
30 minutes before Lam pointed
the caller to websites where she
could find information on
healthy coping mechanisms,
such as deep breathing and
journaling, and organizations
that could help her find a thera-
pist.
“I really hope that you can do

what’s best for you,” Lam said
before they hung up. “And I
hope you have a good night.”
Hope is important, and the

Teen Line volunteers are trying
to keep a firm grip on it. Lam is
hoping for a slew of college
acceptances come spring. Rad-
erman is hoping to get her
driver’s license soon. Gelfond is
hoping his senior year of high
school will take place inside a
school building. Kramon is hop-
ing to hug her friends again,
before too long.
But their biggest hope, for

themselves and for the kids who
call in, is that some day soon
they’ll all feel a little less alone.

ellen.mccarthy@washpost.com

ents, who thought she was lying
about a boy she had been dating.
Under pressure, some of the
teen’s friends had given up her
secrets.
“Now I don’t even know who

to talk to.”
“I’m all ears,” said Selene

Lam. “I’ ll try to be the person
you can trust.”
Lam, 18, sat in her bedroom,

wire-framed glasses on, sweat-
shirt hood pulled up around her
head, bed unmade. The specif-
ics of this call were unique, but
the theme was a common re-
frain. Families — ugh.
“If you’re spending every day

in the house with your family,
it’s kind of hard not to be driven
crazy by your parents,” says
Lam, a senior at a Los Angeles
charter school. “So a lot of teens
have called and texted about
family intruding on their per-
sonal space.”
Unlike some of the kids she

talks to at Teen Line, Lam feels
like the pandemic has improved
her relationships with her fam-
ily, especially her mom. “We
didn’t have, like, the strongest
connection before the pandem-
ic just because we’ve both been
so busy with our own stuff,”
Lam says. But over the last nine
months, “I got to spend more
time with her.”
School, too, has felt easier as

a result of the pandemic. Lam
says she’s always been academi-
cally driven, but has been able
to let up on herself a bit this
year. And to Lam, being out of
the typical school environment
has felt freeing.
“I got more confident over

the pandemic,” she says. “Talk-
ing behind a screen is so much
easier than talking in front of
the public, speaking in front of
an entire class. I’mmore willing
to speak out my opinions.”

posing or putting up a front.
Those moments, at least, are un-
filtered.

“I’
m having trouble trust-
ing people,” a 16-year-
old caller said on a Fri-

day night in December. She’d
been in conflict with her par-

half-hour and toldKramon at the
end that he felt a little better for
having told his story.
That’s one thing Kramon ap-

preciates, even on themost pain-
ful calls. Every time she talks to a
caller the connection feels real,
even if it’s with someone she’ll
never speak to again. There’s no

who I follow. And it becomes a
huge thing about confidence,”
she says. “It’s a little bit of a
competition. While I’m on social
media it’s like, let me look at
Charli D’Amelio. And then I’m
like ‘Oh, my God, look at her
body.’ ”
Psychologists have noted a

rise in eating disorders among
teenagers over the course of the
pandemic. At Children’s Hospi-
tal, in Washington, doctors are
normally treating five or six eat-
ing-disorder patients on any giv-
en day. But for the past six
months they’ve been seeing
twice that number,many of them
inmuchworse shape, having lost
up to 40 pounds by the time they
are admitted.
Therapists suspect the jump is

due in part to the increased
exposure to filtered, Photo-
shopped pictures of people on
social media and the decreased
exposure to real humanbodies as
they actually appear. The pan-
demic didn’t create this source of
anxiety in teens, but it might be
making it more relentless.
“When you’re in school it’s a

different kind of attitude,” says
Kramon, “because you really see
the truth of everyone’s different
bodies and aremore accepting of
each other.”
Volunteering for TeenLine has

helped Kramon stay hopeful
while she waits for vaccines to
accelerate a return to normal
life. Some of the calls have been
hard. Late last year she talked to
a boy who in the past year had an
aunt and uncle die in a car acci-
dent, a cousin commit suicide, a
grandmother die of covid-19, and
both parents become severely ill
with the illness.
“I can’t understand what

you’re going through, but I want
to,” she remembers telling him.
The caller talked for almost a

demic. Gelfond’s 90-year-old
grandmother was diagnosed
with pancreatic cancer in Sep-
tember. The family couldn’t be
with her when she entered hos-
pice care after Thanksgiving. “It
was hard not to be able to give
my grandfather a hug when he
needed it most,” Gelfond said, a
day after his grandmother’s fu-
neral.
“You can’t be there in the same

ways that you were in the past,”
he says. “It’s difficult, having
those restrictions that limit our
ability to support one another.”

A
nother incoming text:
Well, before the whole

quarantine happened I
was doing really good and I was
happy and thriving. After about
5months I was friend dumped by
my 2 best friends and I’ve felt
more sad and idk maybe a little
depressed. I just need to talk to
someone because lately I’ve been
feeling more alone than usual.
Friend drama has always been

the bane of teen and tween girl
existence. Social media allowed
the drama to play out publicly,
with pictures. Then the pandem-
ic exiled almost all of teenage
social life to that online fishbowl.
Lily Kramon, 16, just sighs

when she starts to think about it.
Kramon, a high school sopho-
more, has been volunteering at
Teen Line since last February.
She’s been on Instagram since
seventh grade, Snapchat since
eighth. Like many teens, she
knows social media is a double-
edged sword — one that seemed
to become both more indispen-
sable and more injurious during
the pandemic.
Even before coronavirus, the

apps could cause her angst. “It’s
so easy to start just, like, over-an-
alyzing your friend group. Like,
‘Is that person really my friend?”
she says. “And social media is
now a way for you to see when
your friends are hanging out
without you.”
Kramon is a gregarious, so-

cial-butterfly type — “very much
a hugger,” she says. She’s been
disappointed by some friends’
lack of effort to connect during
the pandemic, and wrecked by
photographic evidence that oth-
er friends have gotten together
without inviting her. Because of
the pandemic, in-person meet-
ups are more exclusive these
days, and that only makes an
invite more coveted.
That hasn’t been enough to

drive Kramon away from her
phone. Sometimes she’s on two
screens at once — learning virtu-
ally and scrolling simultaneous-
ly.
“When you get bored, like, it’s

so easy just to go on your phone,”
she says. “There’s nobody there
to tell you not to.”
Quitting social media doesn’t

feel like a viable option: Some of
her friends communicate exclu-
sively through the apps. They
don’t even bother with texting
anymore. More than ever, the
little screen is where things are
happening. But it’s also a black
hole. The constant scrolling has
made Kramon more insecure. “I
find myself comparing myself to
influencers and other people

PHOTOS BY ALYSON ALIANO FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Teen Line volunteers Lily Kramon, top, and Abi

Raderman, above, have grappled with their own mental

well-being during the pandemic as they help their peers.
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COMPANIES

Middleburg Communities of 
Vienna appointed Stephen 

Burch chief accounting officer. 
Valuation Services of 

Arlington appointed CJ 

Stephanson and Jacob 

Meredith managers and Bryan 

Weedeman senior associate.
Yes& of Alexandria 

appointed Blanche Mitchell 

vice president for compliance, 
Seth Levin vice president for 
account services and Stacey 

DeOrzio vice president for 
account services. 

LAW AND LOBBYING

Barnes & Thornburg of the 
District appointed Robyn 

Maguire partner.
Berkeley Research Group of 

the District appointed Matthew 

Tanner and Vir Chahal 

managing directors in the firm’s 
energy and climate practice. 

Brunswick Group of the 
District appointed Don Baer 

senior partner. 
Cozen O’Connor Public 

Strategies of the District 
appointed Tristan Breaux 

principal. 
Faegre Drinker of the 

District appointed Dylan 

Carson partner in the firm’s 
antitrust practice. 

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher of 
the District appointed 

Elizabeth Ising and Michael 

Murphy co-leaders of the firm’s 
new ESG practice, along with 
other lawyers from the firm’s 
London, Dallas and Los Angeles 
offices. 

Holland & Knight of the 
District appointed Kevin 

Turner partner. 

Jenner & Block of the 
District appointed Mark Davis, 
Alex Hadjis and Ron Pabis 
partners. 

Kilpatrick Townsend of the 
District appointed Aarti Shah 

partner in the firm’s intellectual 
property department.

Morrison & Foerster of the 
District appointed Andrea 

Delisi counsel. 
Ropes & Gray of the District 

appointed Philip Hoffmann 

senior attorney. 
ZemiTek of Bethesda 

appointed Luke Knittig as 
Washington-based external 
relations lead for USAID’s 
Power Africa.

Send information about promotions, 

appointments and personnel moves 

in the Washington region to 

appointments@washpost.com.

tence that the award be limited to 
one company made the project a 
lightning rod for bid protests 
from the start. Trump’s actions 
cast doubt on the procurement at 
a critical moment, playing into 
the latest of several bid protests.

It has become increasingly ob-
vious to many in Washington that 
endless litigation may have al-
ready doomed JEDI.

The first major delay came 
from a bid protest first filed in 
2018 by database giant Oracle, 
which claimed that a web of 
unsavory relationships unfairly 
wired the award in Amazon’s 
favor. Those allegations were 
struck down, but the lawsuit de-
layed the award by several 
months.

Then, after the Defense De-
partment awarded JEDI to 
Microsoft the first time in Octo-
ber 2019, Amazon became the 
protester. It accused Trump of 
acting on a long-standing grudge 
against Amazon founder Bezos. 
Amazon has sought to depose 
Trump, former defense secretary 
Jim Mattis and other former offi-
cials in the lawsuit. Microsoft and 

the Defense Department asked to 
dismiss those allegations.

The Defense Department has 
spent millions of dollars attempt-
ing to push JEDI through its 
procurement pipeline. In a 
Nov. 18 letter to the office of Sen. 
Charles E. Grassley (R-Iowa), the 
Defense Department said JEDI 
had already cost taxpayers about 
$5.3 million, not including attor-
neys’ fees.

Amazon, Microsoft and the 
Defense Department are now 
waiting for Patricia Campbell-
Smith, a federal judge with exten-
sive experience in government 
procurement matters, to decide 
whether the allegations involv-
ing Trump can move forward. 
Oracle is still pressing its case in 
parallel.

The Defense Department, in a 
Jan. 28 memo to Congress that 
was distributed widely to report-
ers, seemed to imply that con-
ducting depositions would hope-
lessly delay the project to the 
point that it is no longer worth 
pursuing.

Deposing former officials in-
cluding Trump and Mattis 
“will be complex and elon-
gate the timeline significantly,” 
the Defense Department wrote. 
“The prospect of such a lengthy 
litigation process might bring the 
future of the JEDI Cloud procure-
ment into question. Under this 
scenario, the DoD [chief informa-
tion officer] would reassess the 
strategy going forward.”

The department argued in the 
same memo that it “continues to 
have an urgent unmet require-
ment” and pledged to “ensure it is 
met one way or another.”

Some interpreted the Penta-
gon’s statement as a sort of 
threat.

“The government is making a 
not-so-thinly-veiled threat that it 
may well choose to jettison all or 
part of the procurement if it is 
forced to participate in the depo-
sitions of former president 
Trump and other top DoD offi-

cials,” said Franklin Turner, a 
government contracts attorney 
with the law firm McCarter & 
English. Turner is not affiliated 
with the litigation.

Turner said the Biden adminis-
tration could add an extra wrin-
kle to JEDI’s already complicated 
path. Dana Deasy left the job as 
the Pentagon’s chief information 
officer last month after shep-
herding JEDI for about two years. 
He was succeeded by acting CIO 
Sherman, who most recently 
served as the CIO responsible for 
the 17 agencies that make up the 
intelligence community.

As intelligence community 
CIO, Sherman oversaw the CIA’s 
new cloud program, called C2E. 
That contract, which procure-
ment documents describe as be-
ing worth tens of billions of dol-
lars, took a decidedly different 
strategy than JEDI: It was award-
ed to five cloud providers.

It’s possible that after con-
fronting JEDI’s legal woes, the 
Biden administration will con-
clude  JEDI is more trouble than 
it is worth.

“This procurement has been 
under a national litigation micro-
scope since Day 1, and we have a 
new sheriff in town in the form of 
the Biden administration,” Tur-
ner said. “While it would be un-
usual, it is entirely possible that 
the government decides to go 
back to the drawing board on this 
one.”

Throughout the litigation, mil-
itary agencies have pressed on 
with other cloud initiatives of 
their own.

There are 13 other large cloud 
initiatives operating across the 
Defense Department. Although 
none of them have the depart-
mentwide reach that JEDI would 
command, some of them are tak-
ing on tasks that would have been 
powered by JEDI if not for a court 
order.

One is Cloud One, an Air Force 
program that uses Microsoft and 
Amazon products. The Air Force 

has lent it to the other services for 
certain projects, officials say. It is 
also being used, in place of JEDI, 
by the military’s Joint Artificial 
Intelligence Center.

It has been used to implement 
a system called Kubernetes, origi-
nally developed by Google, that 
allows AI algorithms to be “con-
tainerized,” so they can be ap-
plied to military systems in an 
isolated format.

It has also enabled an aircraft 
development process known as 
digital twinning, in which experi-
mental jets and missiles are de-
signed in a virtual format before 
physical prototypes are created. 
That technique has been applied 
to aspects of the Boeing-devel-
oped T-7 Red Hawk training air-
craft, as well as the Air Force’s 
new ballistic missile.

The Pentagon has always said 
its overall approach to cloud 
computing should rely on more 
than one provider. But, in a major 
break from the past, at least one 
high-level official is openly advo-
cating that the enterprise cloud 
should also tap more than one 
provider.

In a recent interview, Chaillan 
said he would like to see the 
Defense Department go to multi-
ple providers not only for its 
broader strategy, but also for its 
enterprise cloud contract. That 
would mean starting over with 
something other than JEDI.

“The concern right now is that 
really we only have one classified 
top-secret cloud, and it’s Ama-
zon,” Chaillan said in an inter-
view. (Amazon is the only compa-
ny certified to handle top-secret 
data. Microsoft is approved to 
work one level below that, at the 
“secret” level, and is seeking the 
necessary accreditation for top-
secret.)

Echoing long-standing con-
cerns aired by JEDI’s critics, 
Chaillan said: “It’s just never 
good to be in any type of monopo-
ly situation, for whatever reason, 
whether it’s because the compa-
nies can decide one day [they] do 
not want to do business with DoD 
anymore, or it could be for stra-
tegic reasons in terms of a foreign 
state potentially attacking those 
locations and effectively shutting 
off these clouds because of the 
lack of diversity in locations, in 
physical locations.”

Chaillan, a senior official over-
seeing the Air Force’s cloud tech-
nology, does not administer 
JEDI. He joined the Defense De-
partment in 2018 through a pro-
gram meant to bring in outside 
tech talent, typically for terms 
that last five years or less. He is 
referred to as the Air Force’s 
“senior software czar” on the 
service’s website.

He added that it made sense to 
structure JEDI as a single-cloud 
solution three years ago. But the 
department has changed, and so 
has the technology.

“We think it’s easier to have a 
single cloud, but it’s not,” Chail-
lan said. “The long-term impact 
of that monopoly and vendor 
lock-in aspect …  [means] it’s go-
ing to be very difficult to move off 
of one cloud.”

aaron.gregg@washpost.com

 More at washingtonpost.com/

busines
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The Pentagon is preparing for 
the possibility that it will have 
to move on without the long-
fought JEDI cloud-computing 
contract, as an impending court 
decision threatens to leave the 
embattled procurement even 
more bogged down in litigation 
than it already is.

The weight of two long-run-
ning lawsuits has the Defense 
Department openly questioning 
whether JEDI will still be worth 
the trouble if the court seeks to 
depose former president Donald 
Trump and other former officials. 
The success of some of the Penta-
gon’s other, quieter cloud initia-
tives is lending new weight to the 
idea that JEDI’s one-cloud-to-
rule-them-all strategy might not 
be necessary in the first place.

One senior defense official told 
The Washington Post that he 
thinks the department’s enter-
prise cloud should draw from 
more than one tech company, 
breaking not only with past state-
ments from the Pentagon but also 
with a central aspect of how JEDI 
was designed.

“If I were to make a decision 
today to create an enterprise 
cloud, I would totally think of 
having a multi-cloud approach. 
For reasons of diversity, avoiding 
lock-in,” said Nic Chaillan, a for-
mer entrepreneur who is the Air 
Force’s chief software officer.

In a statement, the Pentagon’s 
acting chief information officer, 
John Sherman, said his team still 
wants to move forward with JEDI 
but is also looking for other ways 
to meet the military’s needs.

“The Department is fully com-
mitted to meeting our warfight-
ers’ urgent and unmet cloud re-
quirements — we hope through 
JEDI Cloud — but other elements 
of DoD’s Cloud Strategy require-
ments, such as cloud-based stor-
age and cloud-enabled software 
development, are still moving 
forward,” Sherman said.

JEDI, which stands for Joint 
Enterprise Defense Infrastruc-
ture, was conceived in 2017 as 
part of a broader set of technol-
ogy investments meant to 
help the United States win an 
artificial intelligence arms race 
with China.

It is meant to create a cloud-
based central operating system 
for the U.S. armed forces that will 
bring new technologies to the 
battlefield, as well as provide new 
ways to protect and share classi-
fied intelligence. It is worth as 
much as $10 billion over 10 years. 
Amazon Web Services, Microsoft, 
Oracle and IBM submitted pro-
posals. (Amazon founder and 
chief executive Jeff Bezos owns 
The Washington Post.)

An Amazon representative de-
clined to comment for this story. 
Rick Wagner, corporate vice pres-
ident in charge of Microsoft’s 
federal business, said JEDI 
should move forward along with 
other cloud initiatives.

“We won the JEDI contract 
twice and think concluding the 
litigation and moving forward is 
the fastest way to get our troops 
the technology they deserve,” 
Wagner said. “We’re committed 
to building on our 40-year rela-
tionship with DoD both by work-
ing on JEDI and by working on 
numerous other existing partner-
ships through which we support 
every branch of the U.S. military.”

Defense officials hoped to get 
started with JEDI in 2019 but 
have been repeatedly stymied by 
lawsuits. The Pentagon’s insis-

Microsoft’s JEDI 
contract faces 
new obstacles 

Pentagon may move 
forward without the 

cloud-computing deal
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APPOINTMENTS

Company Insider Title Date Action Shares Price Now holds

2U James Kenigsberg Chief technology officer Feb. 4 Sold 41,042 47 129,671
Carlyle Group Peter J. Clare Officer and director Feb. 1 Sold 60,829 32.06 5,183,385

Kewsong Lee Chief executive Feb. 1 Sold 123,532 32.06 2,956,160
Federal Agricultural Mortgage Zions Bancorporation Beneficial owner Feb. 2 to Feb. 4 Sold 30,000 75.86 to 77.71 195,000
Liquidity Services John Daunt Officer Feb. 5 to Feb. 9 Sold 35,000 17.47 to 17.50 76,571

Nicholas Rozdilsky Officer Feb. 8 Sold 5,297 17.79 31,741

Mark Andrew Shaffer Officer Feb. 5 Sold 20,000 17.19 92,250
Northrop Grumman Mary D. Petryszyn Officer Feb. 4 Sold 968 302.93 6,539
NVR Eugene James Bredow President Feb. 1 Sold 1,000 4,520 979

Matthew B. Kelpy Officer Feb. 1 Sold 463 4,500 145

Paul W. Praylo Chief operating officer Feb. 1 Sold 127 4,502.27 302
Walker & Dunlop Howard W. Smith III President Feb. 1 Sold 8,435 83.13 445,573

   Thomson Financial

Trading as reported by companies’ directors, presidents, chief financial officers, general counsel, chief executives, 

chairmen and other officers, or by beneficial owners of more than 10 percent of a company’s stock.

TRANSACTIONS

LUCY NICHOLSON/REUTERS

The JEDI contract  has been wrapped up in litigation for so long that the military could move on 

without it. JEDI was conceived in 2017 as part of a broader set of technology investments.
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Ore. 
Trump was campaigning on a 

“law and order” message, echoed 
by DHS leaders, that fueled the 
politicization of the department’s 
domestic role. And the scenes of 
CBP and ICE tactical officers in 
military fatigues stuffing sus-
pects into rental vehicles in Port-
land quickly became a symbol of 
heavy-handed federal law en-
forcement.

In an interview, Wolf said he 
welcomed the bipartisan calls in 
the wake of Jan. 6 for a greater 
DHS focus on domestic extrem-
ism. “On the same token, I get 
frustrated because when we were 
in the thick of it last summer in 
Portland, there were no huge 
calls, except for vocal Republi-
cans, saying we have to call out 
violence,” he said. “I think there’s 
a fine line — and we dealt with it 
— between protected First 
Amendment speech and what is 
considered hate and criminal ac-
tivity.” 

In a sobering moment during 
the House hearing this month 
where lawmakers discussed new 
domestic terrorism legislation, 
former DHS adviser Elizabeth 
Neumann warned committee 
members the threat would prob-
ably persist for “10 to 20 years.” 

Neumann, who was DHS coun-
terterrorism adviser under 
Trump, helped oversee the crea-
tion of a new contingent of DHS 
“regional coordinators” who 
work with state and local officials 
to prevent radicalization and re-
cruitment by hate groups. 

The approach places a greater 
emphasis on the social and psy-
chological factors that lead to 
extremist violence. DHS has a 
dozen regional coordinators  
across the country, but Neumann 
said the goal is to expand their 
presence to every U.S. state.

“What we have been seeing the 
last five to six years is individuals 
with unmet needs who quickly 
radicalize according to whatever 
ideology they stumble upon,” 
Neumann said in an interview.

“We’re dealing with a phenom-
enon in this country of vulner-
able, disaffected individuals who 
are being preyed upon or seeking 
it out themselves. And when it 
comes to prevention, what we’ve 
learned is that law enforcement 
agencies aren’t necessarily the 
best to do interventions,” she said. 

“If someone has planned an 
attack, that is law enforcement 
territory. That person is too far 
gone. But when a person is on that 
journey to radicalization, their 
family members and loved ones 
notice changes in their behavior.”

Neumann predicted it will take 
five to 10 years to build out a more 
robust effort at DHS to prevent 
radicalization and extremism. 
What’s challenging about the cur-
rent moment, Neumann added, is 
the speed with which radicaliza-
tion occurs, as individuals can 
quickly go from embracing an 
ideology to planning an attack. 

“We have so many people talk-
ing online and using war meta-
phors,” she said. “Are they using 
those terms to actually mean 
war? It’s very hard to discern 
when you have so many people 
participating in angry rhetoric.”

nick.miroff@washpost.com

DHS leadership, Gartenstein-
Ross said, signaling that hateful, 
racist and violent Americans 
were an urgent threat and a prior-
ity for the department.

A persistent threat

In October, DHS identified vio-
lent extremism in the United 
States as the leading domestic 
terrorism danger, noting that 
white supremacists were respon-
sible for more killings in 2018 and 
2019 than any other type of at-
tacker.

“The primary terrorist threat 
inside the United States will stem 
from lone offenders and small 
cells of individuals,” said the de-
partment’s first Homeland 
Threat Assessment. “Some 
U.S.-based violent extremists 
have capitalized on increased so-
cial and political tensions in 
2020, which will drive an elevated 
threat environment at least 
through early 2021.” 

The coronavirus pandemic was 
making matters worse, the report 
noted, by creating an environ-
ment that could “accelerate some 
individuals’ mobilization to tar-
geted violence or radicalization to 
terrorism.” 

It was a description, in general 
terms, of the anger and fury that 
fueled the Capitol attack. 

Chad Wolf, the former acting 
DHS secretary who published the 
threat assessment, said DHS had 
a contingent of Customs and Bor-
der Protection officers and agents 
on standby on the day of the 
Capitol riot, but they were not 
called on by Capitol Police. “We 
don’t have jurisdiction for the 
protection of the U.S. Capitol,” he 
said.

During last summer’s street 
protests following the police kill-
ing of George Floyd, Wolf was 
criticized by Democrats and for-
mer homeland security leaders 
for sending DHS agents and offi-
cers to quell civil unrest and use 
force against sometimes violent 
protests targeting a federal court-
house in downtown Portland, 

Then came El Paso.
“We’d been tracking domestic 

terrorist threats and increased 
threats from white supremacists, 
but El Paso brought it home in a 
visceral way,” McAleenan said in 
an interview.

The gunman posted a missive 
before the Walmart rampage es-
pousing racist theories of demo-
graphic replacement that echoed 
Trump’s statements about an im-
migrant “invasion.”

“El Paso made it clear we need-

ed a reorientation of DHS to-
wards the current threat, both 
with respect to white supremacy 
but also domestic extremism 
more broadly,” said Daveed Gar-
tenstein-Ross, a counterterror-
ism consultant who worked with 
McAleenan to come up with the 
road map for DHS’s expanded 
role countering targeted violence 
and terrorism.

An effort by a DHS analyst in 
2009 to identify white suprema-
cists and other extremist groups 
as a growing threat had fallen 
apart amid a backlash from Re-
publicans who viewed it in parti-
san terms. The chilling effect lin-
gered for years and discouraged 
analysts from devoting time and 
resources to domestic threats that 
lacked a link to foreign groups. 

The Strategic Framework after 
El Paso was a “green light” from 

mission,” he said. “It’s a multitask 
organization, and DHS has to be 
careful moving in that direction 
because I still don’t think it’s their 
primary job.”

Another risk is partisanship 
and the perception that DHS will 
be used to stigmatize or harass 
groups that don’t support the 
party in power.

In September, the former head 
of DHS’s Intelligence and Analy-
sis Office, Brian Murphy, filed a 
whistleblower complaint that in-
cluded allegations that senior 
DHS officials sought to play down 
warnings of the threat posed by 
white supremacists, while giving 
more prominence to left-wing an-
tifascists and anarchists. Murphy 
told his supervisors it would con-
stitute “censorship of analysis 
and the improper administration 
of an intelligence program,” ac-
cording to his account.

His claims remain under inves-
tigation with DHS’s inspector 
general. Other former DHS offi-
cials, including some who are 
critical of Trump, insist the de-
partment did not water down the 
threats of right-wing and white-
supremacist groups. They point 
to new DHS programs and strong 
language in recent reports clearly 
identifying the threat posed by 
domestic extremists.

McAleenan, the former acting 
DHS secretary, also noted a major 
increase in FBI investigations of 
domestic extremists and white 
supremacists in recent years. 

“What was missing was a 
whole-of-government approach 
and an emphasis from the White 
House that it was a priority,”  McA-
leenan said.

McAleenan had taken over 
DHS after Trump soured on 
Kirstjen Nielsen and removed her 
in April 2019. Nielsen directed 
her staff to develop plans for 
countering targeted violence and 
domestic hate groups, particular-
ly after the 2017 mass shooting in 
Las Vegas and the 2018 attack on 
the Tree of Life synagogue in 
Pittsburgh. 

portrayals, DHS does not have a 
standing contingent of armed 
homeland security agents with a 
specific mandate to stop domestic 
terrorism. But it has agencies and 
programs that could expand to 
devote more attention and re-
sources to risks posed by home-
grown extremists.

DHS’s Office of Intelligence 
and Analysis collects information 
from the FBI, private contractors 
and state and local law enforce-
ment agencies to organize and 
disseminate threat reports. Its 
employees and contractors gener-
ally lack the training and experi-
ence of FBI investigators, and 
they rely on open-source materi-
al. 

The office failed to generate a 
specific warning about the possi-
bility of right-wing groups storm-
ing the Capitol  in an attempt to 
keep President Donald Trump in 
power.

Homeland Security Investiga-
tions, a branch of U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement, 
has about 6,000 agents nation-
wide who investigate drug smug-
gling, human trafficking and illic-
it goods or currency. HSI has not 
focused on countering domestic 
extremism, but it is an armed 
component of DHS that, in theo-
ry, could have a more hands-on 
role stopping homegrown terror-
ists and white supremacists.

DHS’s most tangible institu-
tional response is the Office for 
Targeted Violence and Terrorism 
Prevention, founded in 2019 to 
address “a growing threat from 
domestic actors — such as racially 
and ethnically motivated violent 
extremists, including white su-
premacist violent extremists, an-
ti-government and anti-authority 
violent extremists, and others.” 

Its work is primarily preven-
tive, not investigative, providing 
grants to state and local law en-
forcement programs and issuing 
threat briefings and assessments. 
The office remains relatively 
small, with a staff of about 30, but 
it is expected to grow in the 
coming years with more congres-
sional funding.

“In the post-9/11 world, the 
threat was foreign terrorism,”  
Tom Ridge, the first DHS secre-
tary, said in an interview. “The 
CIA and the military were the tip 
of the spear, and we filled the 
defensive gap. But now there’s 
another adjective in front of ter-
rorism: domestic terrorism.” 

The well-known failure of law 
enforcement and security agen-
cies to properly share informa-
tion ahead of the 9/11 attack was a 
justification for the creation of 
DHS, Ridge noted. So an immedi-
ate challenge for DHS will be 
coordination among multiple 
federal agencies that collect and 
share information on domestic 
groups, he said.

Much of it arrives through state 
and local law enforcement agen-
cies, and DHS’s biggest asset, 
Ridge said, “is its relationships 
with state and local authorities.” 

Yet Ridge cautioned against 
DHS turning its attention away 
from foreign threats and other 
priorities. “What people don’t un-
derstand — and people need to 
understand — is that DHS has so 
many other tasks embedded in its 

majority  of our employees in that 
area, was very personal for us, 
and it galvanized an effort that 
was already underway,” McAleen-
an said.

For years leading up to El Paso, 
the Department of Homeland Se-
curity — created to prevent an-
other 9/11 — had been under 
growing pressure to do more to 
address domestic extremism. 
Within seven weeks of the El Paso 
massacre, McAleenan released a 
plan for “countering terrorism 
and targeted violence” that 
amounted to a road map for the 
department’s pivot from foreign 
threats to homegrown ones. It 
was the first time DHS had identi-
fied the extent of the danger 
posed by domestic violent ex-
tremists and white supremacists. 

The plan got little attention or 
support from the White House, 
and even though DHS began 
speaking more directly about do-
mestic threats, the effort made 
little difference on Jan. 6, when 
the department was one of sev-
eral federal agencies caught flat-
footed. Since that day’s attack on 
the U.S. Capitol, calls have inten-
sified for DHS to emphatically 
turn its attention inward and do 
more to protect Americans from 
other Americans.

The attack has left many law-
makers, and especially Demo-
crats, insisting that domestic ter-
rorism has eclipsed the threat 
from foreign actors such as the 
Islamic State and al-Qaeda. DHS 
and its agencies are responsible 
for securing the country’s bor-
ders, ports, transportation and 
cyber systems, generally leaving 
the monitoring of extremist 
groups and terrorism investiga-
tions to the FBI. But DHS and its 
agencies have nearly eight times 
as many employees as the FBI, 
and calls for the department to 
play a more muscular role in 
combating domestic extremism 
have policymakers looking at new 
ways to enlist its resources.

The proposals have revived 
some of the civil liberties con-
cerns that arose after the creation 
of the department as a large, 
internal security bureaucracy 
with a broad mandate. And the 
possibility of the department 
scrutinizing Americans has add-
ed to the unease because provid-
ing homeland security is less con-
troversial when the threats are 
foreign. 

DHS used its National Terror-
ism Advisory System to warn the 
public about attacks by domestic 
groups for the first time last 
month, citing “a heightened 
threat environment across the 
United States” in a bulletin issued 
a week after President Biden’s 
inauguration.

“Ideologically-motivated vio-
lent extremists with objections to 
the exercise of governmental au-
thority and the presidential tran-
sition, as well as other perceived 
grievances fueled by false narra-
tives, could continue to mobilize 
to incite or commit violence,” the 
warning stated. 

Rep. Bennie Thompson (D-
Miss.), chairman of the House 
Homeland Security Committee, 
has long insisted DHS should 
protect Americans from the grav-
est dangers they face, and he said 
that domestic extremists and 
white supremacists present the 
most urgent, lethal threat.

“A lot of them mask themselves 
under some guise of being patri-
ots or some form of citizen, but 
the question is, what do they 
advocate? It’s violence. It’s over-
throwing legitimately elected of-
ficials,” Thompson said in an in-
terview.

“So in my mind, those types of 
individuals who want to exercise 
violence to bring change, they are 
domestic terrorists, and we have 
the obligation to identify who 
they are and prosecute them to 
the fullest extent of the law.”

During a hearing Thompson 
held earlier this month, lawmak-
ers of both parties spoke favor-
ably of new legislation to specifi-
cally address domestic terrorism, 
as experts warned the attack on 
the Capitol was viewed as a “victo-
ry” for extremists and a “water-
shed moment for the white-su-
premacist movement.”

Rep. Michael McCaul (R-Tex.), 
the committee’s former chair-
man, joined lawmakers calling 
for specific federal sanctions for 
domestic terrorism, potentially 
applying the same penalties as 
those that exist for terrorism that 
originates overseas. Such legisla-
tion could include penalties for 
providing material support to do-
mestic groups and laws holding 
technology companies responsi-
ble for violent and extremist con-
tent on their platforms. 

“I think it sends a strong mes-
sage about where Congress is that 
we’re going to treat domestic ter-
rorism on an equal plane as inter-
national terrorism,” McCaul said. 

Preventive work

Contrary to some television 

EXTREMISM FROM A1

DHS pivots to address  terrorism threats from within U.S.
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TOP: The Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol led to calls by lawmakers for federal action to prevent 

domestic terrorism. ABOVE:  A memorial outside the El Paso Walmart in 2019 where a gunman killed 

23 people in  the worst attack on Hispanic Americans in modern U.S. history.

“What was missing was 

a whole-of-government 

approach and an 

emphasis from the 

White House that it 

was a priority.”
Kevin McAleenan, former acting 

DHS secretary, noting  an increase in 

FBI probes of white supremacists  and 

other domestic extremists
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T
HE BURGEONING use of DNA 
testing in recent decades to 
vindicate wrongly convicted fel-
ons prompted many states to 

establish systems by which former in-
mates, if exonerated, would be compen-
sated. Somehow, Maryland did not get 
the memo.

Over the past 30 years, nearly three 
dozen former felons were exonerated in 
the state, but the process by which they 
might appeal for state funds was so 
onerous that before 2018, just nine of 
them tried, and only three succeeded. At 
last, lawmakers in Annapolis are now on 
the brink of establishing straightfor-
ward rules that would provide payments 
and other assistance for exonerees. It’s 
about time.

The legislature’s belated action was 
prompted mainly by five exonerees who 
came forward three years ago to petition 
the state for compensation. Collectively, 
they had spent 120 years behind bars — 
four for murder and one for attempted 
murder, and crimes for which they were 
wrongly convicted. They asked for 
$12 million, which came to $100,000 for 
each year they’d spent behind bars. They 

approached the state’s Board of Public 
Works — a body consisting of the 
governor, treasurer and comptroller 
that was authorized to make such pay-
ments but hadn’t done so in 15 years.

What followed was an embarrassing 
round-robin of finger-pointing between 
Gov. Larry Hogan, a Republican, who 
insisted that the General Assembly 
needed to enact clear guidelines for 
compensation, and Democrats who con-
trol the legislature —  and who main-
tained the Board of Public Works could 
figure it out without their help. In the 
end, Mr. Hogan prevailed, and lawmak-
ers have now devised a sensible measure 
tying compensation to the state’s annual 
median income multiplied by the num-
ber of years an exoneree had been 
incarcerated. There would be additional 
compensation, determined on an indi-
vidual basis by an administrative judge, 
for housing, education and health care.

In 2019, the Board of Public Works 
awarded the five exonerees $9 million; 
Walter Lomax received the most, just 
over $3 million, after having been 
locked up for nearly 40 years before his 
release in 2006; he was formally exoner-

ated in 2014. Mr. Lomax, who was 
20 years old when he was wrongly 
arrested for a murder in 1967, was 72 
when he began receiving compensation 
from the state two years ago.

That profound injustice, and the 
devastated life it represents, cannot be 
wiped away by any remuneration. Still, 
the state’s payment marks an acknowl-
edgment of the wrong it committed and 
an affirmation of its responsibility in 
setting the record straight with more 
than a nod and a note of apology. And it 
gives those victimized by the state’s 
transgressions the means to start re-
building shattered lives.

Nationwide, the cohort of convicts 
who have been wrongfully condemned 
is racially skewed: According to the 
Innocence Project, African Americans 
are seven times more likely to be 
exonerated than Whites. Thirty-five 
states have enacted laws codifying 
procedures for compensating former 
felons whose convictions were over-
turned. By establishing a transparent, 
accessible process, Maryland is at last 
moving to address suffering it ignored 
for too long.

Righting a wrong in Maryland
The state finally plans to compensate exonerated inmates. It’s about time. 

too, rather than the single one of the 
government’s concoction.

Of course, it’s a romantic notion that 
ethnic tensions and nationalist animosi-
ty would evaporate if China would 
simply open its doors. The Clubhouse 
chats were only accessible to those with 
the ability to obtain an invitation, al-
ready likely to have some exposure to the 
rest of the world. Even then, they were 
heated as often as they were harmoni-

ous. In the United States, too, Clubhouse 
has come with plenty of problems, from 
bullying to misinformation and more. 

Yet it is the freedom to clash with one 
another, and to figure out these prob-
lems, that distinguishes a techno- 
 democracy from a techno-autocracy. The 
possibility of this freedom obviously 
terrifies the Chinese Communist Party, 
perpetually struggling to control what 
the Chinese people know, say and think.

T
HE GREAT Firewall of China has 
always had cracks: virtual pri-
vate networks through which 
savvier citizens can slip out, or 

new services that President Xi Jinping’s 
government hasn’t yet censored com-
pletely. But this month’s explosion of 
activity on audio-chat app Clubhouse 
looked more like a fissure.

The invite-only Silicon Valley plat-
form lasted only a few days before the 
authorities shut it down, and it was easy 
to see why. Suddenly able to access an 
environment that encourages not only 
speaking but also listening (you have to 
wait your turn to take the microphone), 
users flooded into discussion rooms that 
focused on topics deemed taboo in their 
country: the Tiananmen Square crack-
down on democracy activists in 1989; 
the Xinjiang cultural genocide against 
the Uighur Muslim minority today; the 
silencing of a doctor who warned about 
the dangers of the coronavirus. 

The conversations were notable not 
only for what was discussed but also for 
who was doing the discussing. Hong 
Kongers and Taiwanese, mainland Chi-
nese and the global diaspora all mingled. 
Stereotypes were disassembled in both 
directions: Many mainlanders heard 
firsthand from family members of the 
horrors of concentration camps in the 
northwest that they had thought were 
merely myths; those outside the country 
heard from the mainlanders, who 
showed they were far from a homog-
enous mass of servants to the state. 

The regime could replicate Club-
house’s format if it desired. But it can’t 
replicate the networks, whose whole 
point was to teach people about precise-
ly what the government doesn’t want 
them to learn by bringing them togeth-
er with precisely those whom the 
government doesn’t want them to 
reach. “Every day I see 100 different 
Chinas,” a Canadian entrepreneur who 
has long lived and worked in the 
country told Princeton researcher 
Grace Tien. It is these different Chinas 
that Clubhouse allowed people both 
inside and outside the country to see, 

A burst of free speech in China
The chat app Clubhouse puts a brief fissure in the Great Firewall.

Regarding the Feb. 10 Metro article 
“Montgomery moves ahead with March 
classroom reopening”:

While I acknowledge the need to get 
kids in school, Montgomery County’s 
plan is irresponsible and dangerous. 
Many members of the support staff, who 
will be in close interaction with stu-
dents, will not be vaccinated, and the 
county has done very little to get them a 
vaccine. Furthermore, instruction will 
continue to be virtual for students in 
class and those opting out. Finally, in 
some schools, only 23 percent of stu-
dents will be doing in-person. This is 
minority-rules policymaking. 

If teachers and support staff cannot 
be vaccinated, then there should be no 
in-person instruction. Grow a backbone, 
Montgomery County, and support your 
teachers and support staff.

Jason Cochran, Silver Spring

No vaccines, no open schools

As the impeachment case built, fact by 
fact, against former president Donald 
Trump, the Republican sympathizers sat 
in frozen fear of the “Trump base” and 
future primary challenges. Could they not 
see they were being served up their last 
chance at a lifeboat off the Trumptanic?

Had they not thought about how 
history will deal with Trump’s presiden-
cy? What their children and grandchil-
dren will say as they read their family’s 
names as cowards, or worse, in history 
lessons?

There is the likelihood that more 
information on Mr. Trump’s malfeasance 
will surface in the months ahead. The 
base will begin to see over the next years 
how it was misled, lied to and left in the 
economic dust of a recovering nation 
under new leadership.

Democrats gave these Republicans a 
lifeboat to escape a sinking ship. Their 
refusal to accept was at their own peril.

Al Van Huyck, Round Hill

They were given a chance

Regarding the Feb. 10 news article 
“WHO team no closer to learning origins 
of novel coronavirus”:

Many mistakenly believe that the 
scientific community is in agreement 
that the origin of the SARS-CoV-2 coro-
navirus is most likely of zoonotic trans-
fer from bats to an intermediate animal 
to humans. The truth of the matter is 
that we are lacking the background 
information that is critical to making 
this determination. 

As David A. Relman was quoted as 
saying in the article, “If the only infor-
mation . . . is provided by the very people 
who have everything to lose . . . that just 
doesn’t come close to passing the sniff 
test.” There continues to be a lack of 
transparency as to what research was 
going on at the Wuhan Institute of 
Virology, including studies funded by 
U.S. taxpayers through the Defense 
Department and the National Institutes 
of Health. This lack of transparency 
includes American scientists unwilling 
to thoroughly investigate or inform the 
public. 

At the very least, the public needs to 
know that lab research looking for the 
next pandemic includes passaging 
zoonotic viruses through multiple ani-
mal cell cultures to see whether a highly 
transmissible pathogenic human virus 
can be created.

Bette Goldman, Lewes, Del.

Tracing the origin of the virus

In her Feb. 10 letter, “Guns don’t 
make us safer,” Lisa Geller overlooked 
what the Founders of the United States 
held high — that is, as stated in D.C. v. 
Heller, Americans have the right “to 
possess and carry weapons in case of 
confrontation.”

Mike Stollenwerk, Alexandria
The writer is a co-founder of 

OpenCarry.org.

Don’t forget Heller
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E
IGHTY-EIGHT years ago, an-
other president who was defeat-
ed for reelection refused to ease 
the transition of his successor. 

Herbert Hoover, a world figure re-
nowned for his work combating hunger 
during World War I, had been brought 
low in the election by a worldwide 
Depression, and he lacked respect for the 
man who had defeated him, Franklin 
D. Roosevelt.

Twelve years later, there was a new 
president in office, Harry S. Truman, and 
he needed help. One of the people he 
called was Hoover. As Truman remem-
bered it in an interview for Merle Miller’s 
book “Plain Speaking,” “Hoover was flab-
bergasted. He said ‘Mr. President, I don’t 
know what to say.’ ’’

After greeting Hoover in the Oval 
Office, Truman recalls, “I said to him, 
‘Mr. President, there are a lot of hungry 
people in the world, and if there’s any-
body who knows about hungry people, 
it’s you. Now there’s plenty of food, but 
it’s not in the right places. Now I want 
you to—’

“Well, I looked at him. He was sitting 
there . . . and I saw that great big tears 

were running down his cheeks. I knew 
what was the matter with him. It was the 
first time in 13 years that anybody had 
paid any attention to him.”

Truman offered the assignment and 
Hoover took it on — and later headed up 
a national commission on government 
reorganization — because both men 
knew what was expected of a president of 
the United States, and they behaved 
accordingly.

Truman was an accidental president, 
of course, elevated by FDR’s death. He 
lacked a college degree, but like his 
predecessor Abraham Lincoln, he read a 
lot — every book in the Independence, 
Mo., library, by his account. These days, 
America’s recently departed and twice-
impeached president is still sometimes 
labeled a “populist,” but in truth, Truman 
was our last president to deserve that 
adjective in its most admirable sense. He 
sought to continue what he saw as the 
best of the New Deal while respecting the 
institutions of government and preach-
ing a gospel of accountability: “The buck 
stops here.” 

As a captain of artillery in France 
more than a century ago, he earned a 

reputation for diligence, fairness and 
attention to the needs of those under his 
command. 

As president, he made sure others got 
credit for his administration’s achieve-
ments, such as the Marshall Plan. He 
worked to advance civil rights (ending 
the disgraceful segregation of the mili-
tary, among other things) and weathered 
a series of crises, foreign and domestic, 
that would have challenged any presi-
dent to the utmost.

Truman retired to Independence with-
out much money, having turned down 
some lucrative corporate offers because 
he didn’t think it right to trade on his 
status as a former president. He had a lot 
to say in his later years, some of it pretty 
salty, and he offered us all a thought that 
is as relevant today as ever — especially in 
the Senate chamber, where Truman once 
served. Discussing his encounters with 
Sen. Joseph McCarthy, and those who 
failed to act against him, he warned: 

“Now that’s where the real danger 
comes; it isn’t only the demagogues. It’s 
the ones who encourage them, who’ll do 
anything in the world to win an election. 
They’re just as bad.” 

Our last ‘populist’
An accidental president, Truman preached a gospel of accountability.
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experts from across the ideological spec-
trum. They are urging us not to repeat 
the austerity mistakes of the Great Reces-
sion a decade ago. This is a moment to go 
big. A bold package of aid to states, cities, 
towns and schools is the key to defeating 
this virus, vaccinating our people and 
jump-starting an economic recovery.

Lee Saunders, Washington
The writer is president of the 

American Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees. 

Over the past year, public service 
workers have responded with fearless-
ness to keep their communities safe. For 
their sacrifice, though, so many have 
received pink slips instead of gratitude. 
And now, Charles Lane suggested cava-
lierly that things aren’t all that bad 
[“States don’t need a $350 billion federal 
rescue,” Wednesday Opinion, Feb. 10]. 
Tell it to the people who held the 332,000 
state jobs that have evaporated since 
February 2020. Tell it to the millions 
making do without adequate highway 
maintenance, higher education, law en-
forcement and other state services. Ab-
sent federal assistance, many more jobs 
are threatened — the jobs of front-line 
heroes who have exposed themselves and 
their families to grave risk during this 
pandemic, oftentimes working without 
proper personal protective equipment.

The AFSCME members I talk to, 
having seen friends and co-workers get 
laid off throughout this brutal year, don’t 
share Mr. Lane’s bullishness about state 
finances or his preference for a “lean” 
solution. Neither do economists and 

A moment to go big

The Feb. 10 editorial “Afghanistan’s 
urgent challenge” noted time is running 
out for President Biden to make a 
decision regarding the May 1 deadline 
for withdrawing U.S. combat troops from 
Afghanistan. Granting unchallenged 
credibility to the Afghanistan Study 
Group, the editorial agreed that sticking 
to the deadline would result in “the 
resumption of full-scale civil war” be-
tween the Afghan government and Tali-
ban. But the two sides are locked in a 
heated civil war now. 

Key members of the Afghanistan 
Study Group were largely responsible for 
crafting the poor policies that resulted in 
two decades of failed war in Afghanistan; 
taking sailing lessons from the architects 
of the Titanic might not be wise.   

The United States’ best chance of 
success is to end the war, on schedule, 
putting the onus for negotiating the 
war’s end on the people who have to live 
with the result: the Afghan government, 
people and Taliban. We have proved that 
20 years of military operations cannot 
solve political problems or force sides to 
make concessions necessary for a negoti-
ated settlement. Continuing an open-
ended war is the worst choice the presi-
dent could make.   

Daniel L. Davis, Sterling 
The writer, a retired lieutenant 

colonel who was twice deployed to 
Afghanistan, is senior fellow and 

military expert for Defense Priorities.

The best Afghanistan choice
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A
fter much anticipation, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention on Friday released a 
35-page road map for returning 

to in-person schooling. Though there are 
some admirable parts of the new opera-
tional guidance, I worry that it could 
result in more confusion and increased 
distrust.

Here’s what the guidance does well. 
Unlike the Trump administration’s 
 watered-down recommendations that 
were couched in language such as wear-
ing masks “if possible,” these new guide-
lines are clear on many points. They lay 
out five mitigation measures that every 
school should implement: masking, dis-
tancing, hand-washing, cleaning and 
contact tracing. The part I like the most 
is how the CDC has divided schools into 
four categories based on degree of 
covid-19 transmission in their surround-
ing communities. At low and moderate 
levels, full in-person learning can occur; 
at higher levels, hybrid or reduced 
attendance is recommended.

But look a little deeper and the 
problems begin. I was shocked that 
six-feet of physical distancing is not 
required across the board. While it is 
mandated at the two highest levels of 
transmission, at low and moderate lev-
els, the guidance says only that physical 
distancing of six feet or more should be 
done “to the greatest extent possible.”

Recall that the six-feet rule is what the 
CDC itself recommends as the criteria 
for social distancing, even outdoors. 
Many experts have suggested that six 
feet indoors is not sufficient, and the 
CDC’s own website explains that the 
coronavirus can be transmitted by tiny 
aerosols that can infect people at a 
greater than six-feet distance. In addi-
tion, there are now more-transmissible 
variants that will make this already 
highly contagious virus even more so.

One has to wonder: Is this change 
really based on the best available sci-
ence? Or is it made out of necessity, 
because schools don’t have the space and 
additional staff to accommodate six feet 
of separation? When asked to clarify 
during Friday’s news conference, CDC 
Director Rochelle Walensky essentially 
admitted that it’s the latter, saying it 
wouldn’t be possible for many schools to 
be fully open if its own recommended 
distancing were rigorously enforced.

Another important omission is venti-
lation. It is widely accepted that ventila-
tion is key to reducing covid-19 spread. 
Yet the road map contains scant infor-
mation about ventilation, saying only 
that ventilation should be improved “to 
the extent possible . . . by opening 
windows and doors.”

This is simply unacceptable. The Gov-
ernment Accountability Office has re-
ported that to prevent covid-19 trans-
mission, more than 41 percent of school 
districts need to update or replace their 
heating, ventilation and air conditioning 
systems in the majority of their schools. 
Does this finding no longer apply, or is 
the CDC acknowledging that because 
making the change is too expensive and 
will take too long, schools should reopen 
without the needed upgrades?

I can understand the argument that 
in-person schooling is just too important 
and cannot wait for these improve-
ments. Perfect cannot be the enemy of 
the good, and we have to accept some 
level of risk because there is such great 
harm to keeping kids out of school.

If that’s the case, however, then vacci-
nating teachers becomes of the highest 
importance. Yet the guidelines do not 
require that teachers are offered vacci-
nations before they return to the class-
room. While many states have included 
teachers in priority groups, others have 
not. If the CDC included teacher vaccina-
tions in their guidance, it could compel 
recalcitrant governors to move teachers 
to the front of the line. Instead, the many 
teachers and staff who are already 
spending hours every day in crowded, 
poorly ventilated spaces will be forced to 
continue doing so without the needed 
protection of the vaccine.

The lack of focus on teacher vaccina-
tion points to a broader problem: The 
reopening guidance does not prioritize 
the health of those who work in schools. 
Growing evidence suggests that schools 
don’t contribute substantially to com-
munity transmission, but that doesn’t 
mean they don’t pose individual risks to 
teachers and staff. And while it might be 
that a student is safer in school than in 
an unmonitored child-care setting, it 
defies common sense to say that a 
teacher, especially one who is older or 
has underlying medical conditions, is 
just as safe in a packed classroom as they 
are doing remote instruction.

Don’t get me wrong. As a physician 
and parent, I agree that every effort 
must be made to get our children back to 
the classroom, especially younger chil-
dren and those with special needs. But 
the right way to do it isn’t to forgo 
evidence-based, common-sense require-
ments. Doing so raises the same ques-
tion that plagued the CDC under the 
Trump administration: Is it science or 
expediency that’s driving its decisions? 
The Biden team has said they want to 
rebuild trust. These school reopening 
guidelines could do precisely the 
 opposite.

Twitter: @DrLeanaWen

LEANA S. WEN

Is the CDC 
prioritizing 
expediency 
over teachers?

O
n Dec. 29, 2020, around 
6:45 p.m., a nurse in Humble, 
Tex., slid a needle into a vial of 
the Moderna vaccine and ad-

ministered what would be the last shot 
of the night at a vaccination event the 
county health department had orga-
nized for emergency workers and other 
eligible people. With the event winding 
down, it was unlikely anyone else would 
show up. In six hours, 10 precious doses 
of vaccine would expire.

Hassan Gokal, the medical director of 
the county’s covid-19 response, says he 
was determined they would not go to 
waste. After offering the vaccine to 
everyone on site — all of whom had 
either already been vaccinated or de-
clined — and to the eligible relatives of a 
senior colleague, he put the vaccine in 
his car and began driving home, making 
phone calls as he went. By midnight, he 
had dispensed nine of the 10 remaining 
doses to the sort of patients who need 
them: seniors with health problems. 
Caregivers for those seniors. A worker at 
a health clinic. A mother whose child 
was on a ventilator. With one dose left, 
and no more takers, Gokal gave the last 
dose to his wife, who suffers from severe 
respiratory disease.

In recognition of his heroic efforts to 
ensure that not a drop of vaccine was 
wasted, Gokal has been fired from his 
job and faces possible prosecution by 
the local district attorney.

This outrageous story is a particularly 
horrific example of a broader national 
problem: We are too often more ob-
sessed with making sure that exactly the 
right people get vaccinated than we are 
about getting people vaccinated, period. 
And unfortunately, some of the worst 
offenders are the people in charge of 
distributing the vaccines.

We saw it manifesting even before 
vaccines were available, when the advi-
sory committee at the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention developed 
an elaborately phased system for distri-
bution. First, health-care workers would 
get their shots, then other essential 
workers, then seniors and people with 
high-risk conditions, then the rest of us. 
As you may remember, this plan im-
mediately came under fire because the 
CDC’s own analysis suggested it would 
result in more deaths than simply 
vaccinating seniors first — and because 
one justification for choosing the 
 higher-death plan was that essential 
workers are disproportionately people 
of color.

Everyone was so angry about the 
racial aspect that almost no one pointed 
out the plan’s greatest flaw: It was a 
logistical nightmare that was likely to 
delay vaccinations as public health au-
thorities struggled to define what count-
ed as essential work, contact those 
doing it, persuade those workers to take 
the vaccine and then verify their 
 eligibility.

Those CDC advisers were little differ-
ent from the angry readers I hear every 
day. All of them have a better plan to 
prioritize people with disabilities, or 
caretakers, or use antibody tests to 
ensure we don’t vaccinate people who’ve 
already had covid-19. Whatever their 
merits, each of these plans would fur-
ther complicate a process that is already 
moving too slowly.

Of course, one could ask whether it’s 
worth taking our time to do it right. 
Speed is one value, but hardly the only 
one. There are valid arguments for 
trying to maximize the number of lives 
saved by only vaccinating those with 
virgin immune systems, or for repaying 
the courage of essential workers who 
have put themselves at risk for the rest 
of us. Those arguments might even 
carry the day if the United States had 
anything approaching the administra-
tive capacity necessary to carry them 
out.

But America’s fragmented public 
health system simply doesn’t. And while 
speed may not be the only value we care 
about, the rise of more-contagious vari-
ants that may be learning to evade our 
immune systems means speed has to be 
at the top of our priority list.

Vaccination used to have two goals: 
protecting individuals directly by stimu-
lating their immune systems and pro-
tecting their communities by denying 
the virus new hosts who will spread it. 
But thanks to the variants we now have 
a third goal: protecting the nation, and 
the globe, by draining the reservoirs of 
infection that allow the virus to evolve 
its way around our immune system. Of 
course, we’d like to reach those first two 
goals as quickly as possible. But the 
third one is why we have to move with 
all possible speed.

Every completed vaccination is one 
fewer opportunity for another variant to 
arise. We dare not waste even a drop of 
vaccine, nor let it sit in a freezer for one 
second longer than absolutely neces-
sary, even if that means sometimes 
vaccinating people we’d have left until 
later in an ideal world.

Of course it’s hard to watch other 
people who seem to be winning the 
vaccine lottery while we’re still misera-
bly waiting at home. But if you remem-
ber that each of them is sharing a little of 
their winnings with the rest of us, that 
misery might get a bit more bearable.

Twitter: @asymmetricinfo

MEGAN MCARDLE

Stop stressing 
about who. 
Just vaccinate 
quickly.

O
ne of Senate Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell’s many ad-
mirable traits is that he is un-
interested in being admired. 

He uses his demeanor to disguise the 
fact that he has normal feelings and so 
might welcome public approbation 
for his decisions. He does not, howev-
er, make public decisions for the goal 
of pleasing the public. His 2006 nay 
vote was decisive in preventing Con-
gress from sending to the states for 
swift ratification a popular constitu-
tional amendment that would have 
overturned the Supreme Court ruling 
that flag burning is constitutionally 
protected political expression. 

McConnell knew that if he voted on 
Saturday to convict Donald Trump, he 
would have been lionized, briefly, by 
many of his detractors, who are legion. 
Because he is the most consequential 
conservative since Ronald Reagan, his 
vote would have begun a process to 
which he is committed, that of making 
Trump inconsequential. But the time 
is not quite ripe. Like the author of 
Ecclesiastes, the Senate minority lead-
er knows that to every thing there is a 
season.

McConnell’s argument against im-
peaching a former president is: Im-
peachment is “a narrow tool for a 
narrow purpose” — “to protect the 
country from government officers.” 
Hence Trump “is constitutionally not 
eligible for conviction,” and convicting 
him might imply a Senate power, with 
“no limiting principle,” to “convict and 
disqualify [from holding public office] 
any private citizen.” 

With characteristic parsimony re-
garding information about his feel-
ings, McConnell said only that were 
Trump still in office, he, McConnell, 
“would have carefully considered” ar-
guments for conviction. McConnell’s 
preceding words, however, indicate 
such a vote to convict: Trump fed his 

supporters “wild falsehoods” making 
him “practically and morally responsi-
ble” for Jan. 6, which was “a foresee-
able consequence” of “false state-
ments, conspiracy theories and reck-
less hyperbole” and a “manufactured 
atmosphere of looming catastrophe,” 
all “orchestrated” by Trump, who then 
“feign[ed]” surprise about his mob’s 
behavior, as he “watched television 
happily.”

McConnell knows that Trump’s grip 
on the Republican base — its activist 
core, which is disproportionately im-
portant in candidate-selection pri-
maries — remains unshaken. But not 
unshakable. Trump might soon have a 
bruising rendezvous with the prosecu-
tors in the Southern District of New 
York. (While explaining his opposition 
to the Senate’s convicting Trump, Mc-
Connell pointedly noted that “im-
peachment was never meant to be the 
final forum for American justice,” and 
that “we have a criminal justice sys-
tem” and “we have civil litigation.”) 
Trump’s potential problems, legal and 
financial, might shrink his stature in 
the eyes of his still-mesmerized sup-
porters. McConnell knows, however, 
that the heavy lifting involved in 
shrinking Trump’s influence must be 
done by politics. 

He has his eyes on the prize: 2022, 
perhaps the most crucial nonpresi-
dential election year in U.S. history. It 
might determine whether the Repub-
lican Party can be a plausible partici-
pant in the healthy oscillations of a 
temperate two-party system. 

In Republican Senate primaries for 
open seats in Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
North Carolina, Alabama and perhaps 
elsewhere, and against Senate incum-
bents, too — and in the challenge to 
Rep. Liz Cheney (Wyo.), third-ranking 
in the Republican House leadership, 
who voted to impeach — Trump prob-
ably will endorse acolytes. They will 

mimic his sulfuric rhetoric and, if 
nominated, many will lose in 
 November.

McConnell remembers, if few oth-
ers do, the names of Delaware’s Chris-
tine O’Donnell (“I dabbled into witch-
craft,” but “I’m not a witch”), Mis-
souri’s Todd Akin (“legitimate rape” 
does not cause pregnancy), Indiana’s 
Richard Mourdock (a woman made 
pregnant by her rapist is carrying a 
“gift from God”), Nevada’s Sharron 
Angle (“Second Amendment rem-
edies” might cure Congress’s short-
comings) and others who won and 
then squandered Republican Senate 
nominations in 2010 and 2012. This 
was before McConnell began wielding 
the national party’s resources in de-
fense of its interests in state parties’ 
decisions. 

A McConnell vote to convict Trump 
on Saturday would have made it easier 
for the ex-president’s minions to cast 
the coming 2022 intraparty contests 
as binary Trump-vs.-McConnell choic-
es. No one’s detestation of Trump 
matches the breadth and depth of 
McConnell’s, which includes a profes-
sional’s disdain for a dilettante. Trump 
enthusiasts are as hostile to McCon-
nell as progressives are. He is equally 
impervious to the disapproval of both 
factions. 

The Senate chaplain’s prayer that 
opened the impeachment trial’s first 
day included a familiar stanza from 
James Russell Lowell’s 1845 poem 
written during heated national de-
bates about slavery and the looming 
war with Mexico: “Once to every man 
and nation comes the moment to de-
cide, / In the strife of Truth with 
Falsehood, for the good or evil side.” A 
political “moment” can, however, be a 
protracted process, as McConnell, 
who titled his 2016 memoir “The Long 
Game,” understands.

georgewill@washpost.com
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Now begins McConnell’s project 
to shrink Trump’s influence

SALWAN GEORGES/THE WASHINGTON POST

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) on Feb. 11.

You can tell how worried Republicans 
are that they are now the Trump Party by 
the contortions of Senate Minority Lead-
er Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, who 
aided Trump almost to the end. Rarely has 
a politician been more blatant in attempt-
ing the impossible feat of running with 
the foxes and hunting with the hounds.

Moments after voting to let Trump off 
— “on a technicality,” as Democratic 
Rep. Joaquin Castro of Texas shrewdly 
observed about many GOP “not guilty” 
votes justified by anything and every-
thing but the question of guilt itself — 
McConnell blistered the inciter in chief in 
a speech the impeachment managers 
could have written. 

His words told the world who won the 
argument. They also underscored how 
wrenching it will be for Republican politi-
cians to appease the GOP’s Trump-
supporting majority while pretending to 
be another party altogether.

The fact that only seven Senate Repub-
licans bolted should end the absurd talk 
that there is a burden on President Biden 
to achieve a bipartisan nirvana in Wash-
ington. If most Republicans can’t even 
admit that what Trump did is worthy of 
impeachment, how can anyone imagine 
that they would be willing and trustwor-
thy governing partners?

The case for ending the filibuster is 
now overwhelming. There are not 10 Re-
publican Senate votes to be had on any-
thing that really matters.

All the Republicans who broke with 
Trump deserve honor and respect. Unfor-
tunately, it’s hard to see how this varied 
group could either form the core of an 
alternative kind of Republicanism or be 
consistent governing partners with 
Biden. 

Yes, Sens. Lisa Murkowski of Alaska 
and Susan Collins of Maine could be 

D
on’t waste time mourning the 
Senate’s failure to convict Donald 
Trump for crimes so dramatically 
and painstakingly proven by the 

House impeachment managers. The 
 cowardice of the vast majority of Republi-
can senators was both predicted and 
 predictable. 

Instead, ponder how to build on the 
genuine achievements.

Led with extraordinary grace by Rep. 
Jamie B. Raskin (D-Md.), a diverse and 
able group of prosecutors laid out an 
indelible record not only of what hap-
pened on Jan. 6 and why, but also Trump’s 
irresponsibility throughout his term of 
office: his courting of the violent far right; 
his celebration of violence; his habit of 
privileging himself and his own interests 
over everything and everyone else, in-
cluding his unrequitedly loyal vice 
 president.

This record matters. We often like to 
pretend that we can move on and forget 
the past. But our judgments about the 
past inevitably shape our future. Every 
political era is, in part, a reaction to the 
failures — perceived and real — of the 
previous one. The Hoover-Coolidge Re-
publicans loomed large for two genera-
tions of Democrats. Ronald Reagan built 
a thriving movement by calling out what 
he successfully cast as the sins of 
 liberalism.

By tying themselves to Trump with 
their votes, most House and Senate Re-
publicans made themselves complicit in 
his behavior. And Trump will prove to be 
even more of an albatross than Hoover, 
who, after all, had a moral core.

Given the chance to cast a vote making 
clear that what Trump did was reprehen-
sible, only seven Republicans in the Sen-
ate and 10 in the House took the opportu-
nity to do so. 

helpful on some issues. The work of 
Sen. Mitt Romney of Utah on a child tax 
credit suggests he may be trying to con-
struct a problem-solving sort of conserva-
tism the country needs. Maybe he’ll be 
joined in this by Sen. Ben Sasse of Nebras-
ka. But Sasse is even more conservative 
than Romney and his moral break with 
Trump does not portend any sort of larger 
rupture with party orthodoxy.

Sens. Richard Burr of North Carolina 
and Patrick J. Toomey of Pennsylvania are 
not running for reelection, and Sen. Bill 
Cassidy of Louisiana, whose impeach-
ment vote may have taken the most cour-
age of all, is under fierce attack from his 
Trumpist-dominated state party.

If Republicans are at sea about what to 
do with Trump, Democrats showed unity 
of purpose. Democratic senators from 
states that Trump carried (Joe Manchin 
III of West Virginia, Jon Tester of Mon-
tana and Sherrod Brown of Ohio) also 
deserve points for courage. But the fact 
that their votes were never really in doubt 
showed the extent to which Trump’s post-
election lawlessness has made him yester-
day’s man. 

It’s a sign of how far and how fast the 
ex-president has fallen that opponents of 
impeachment rationalized their votes by 
saying, as McConnell did, that Trump 
must still confront the “criminal justice 
system” and “civil litigation.” You’re in 
trouble when your would-be friends are 
saying you should be prosecuted rather 
than impeached.

All of which strengthens the hand of a 
president whose central campaign theme 
was a warning against the threat that 
Trump posed to democracy itself. A bipar-
tisan majority of 57 senators and 
232 House members has now declared 
that Joe Biden was right.

Twitter: @EJDionne

E.J. DIONNE JR.

The beginning of the end of Trumpism
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BY ISABELLE KHURSHUDYAN

IN MOSCOW

T
he snow started falling 
late Thursday, sticking to 
car windshields and hid-
ing walking paths. By Fri-

day morning, apartment win-
dows had a thick white rim at the 
bottom. It kept snowing. On Sat-
urday, whole park benches were 
under a snow depth of 56 centi-
meters, or 22 inches.

By the time it was over on 
Sunday, parked cars were be-
neath heaps of snow.

Moscow is, of course, no 
stranger to snow squalls and 
drifts. Some snow was on the 
ground when the latest storm 
started. But the weekend’s wintry 
blast was noteworthy even for the 
Russian capital. Around 75 per-
cent of the average February 
snowfall came down in little more 
than a day on Saturday, according 
to the Russian weather service 
Fobos.

A year ago, as Moscow experi-
enced its warmest winter in near-
ly 200 years of record keeping, 
Russians longed for the white 
covering that often makes the 
dark days of January and Febru-
ary appear brighter.

And Moscow normally doesn’t 
miss a beat with snow. This wal-
lop, however, was different. More 
than 100 flights were delayed or 
canceled at the city’s three main 
airports.

“It’s a real snowstorm, a snow 
Armageddon, a snow apocalypse. 
This is not a practice alert, but a 
combat alert,” Fobos’s Evgeny 
Tishkovets told the state-run RIA 
news agency before the snowfall 
even began.

Moscow’s deputy mayor, Pyotr 
Biryukov, announced that about 
60,000 road workers, janitors and 
roofers — along with 13,500 units 
of equipment — were tasked with 
removing the snow. That includ-
ed snow-eaters: one-manned ve-
hicles that shovel snow onto a 
conveyor belt that stretches back 
to a separate truck collecting it.

Some residents decided to tra-
verse downtown on skies. Dogs 
that waded through fluffy snow 
piles looked as though they were 
lost in a field of tall corn stalks. 
Businesses stayed open and fruit-
lessly attempted to keep their 
doorways clean as customers 
walked in with sopping boots.

The real cleanup effort was 
saved for Sunday. Neighbors met 
outside with shovels, joining the 
city cleaners. More snow is ex-
pected Tuesday.
isabelle.khurshudyan@washpost.com

‘This is not a practice alert’: Massive winter storm heaps snow on Moscow
Three-fourths of a normal February accumulation fell in a little over a day — a year after record-breaking warm weather
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TOP: Moscow’s Red Square on 

Saturday. More than 100 flights 

were delayed or canceled at the 

city’s three main airports. 

“It’s a real snowstorm, a snow 

Armageddon, a snow 

apocalypse.” Fobos’s Evgeny 

Tishkovets told the  RIA news 

agency before the storm began.

ABOVE LEFT and RIGHT: Ice 

on the Moscow River, and a 

pedestrian passes a building 

while workers clear snow from 

the roof. ABOVE: A snow 

frolicker peers out from a 

balaclava. LEFT: A boy plays in 

a snow pile next to Red Square. 
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On a dampening Valentine’s Day, a family takes a walk in Rock Creek Park in D.C. Wet conditions are forecast to persist early this week, 

with rain expected Monday and Tuesday; a wintry mix is likely Thursday. Forecast, B8. 

Ice thaws, and hearts melt

BY LUZ LAZO

Virginia lawmakers are consid-
ering a proposal that would allow 
bicyclists to yield instead of pause 
at stop signs in some cases with-
out getting ticketed.

The measure before the Vir-
ginia General Assembly is in re-
sponse to demands from an in-
creasing number of bicyclists 
seeking protections and access to 
the road, particularly as their 
numbers rise amid the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

Supporters say it will make 
roads safer for bicyclists after 
increases in traffic injuries and 
deaths, while opponents argue it 
makes the movements of cyclists 
less predictable. The bill also 
would require drivers to change 
lanes when passing a bicyclist if 
three feet of distance isn’t possi-
ble and would allow two cyclists 
to stay side-by-side in a lane.

If approved, Virginia would 
join a handful of states that allow 
bicyclists to roll through stop 
signs.

Idaho adopted a bike yield law 
in the 1980s, allowing cyclists to 
treat stop signs as yields and red 
lights as stop signs. In recent 
years, Colorado, Washington 
state and Delaware also have 
allowed bicyclists to yield at stop 
signs. D.C. considered a similar 
measure in 2015, but it didn’t 
pass.

Under the Virginia proposal, 
bicyclists would have discretion 
to proceed through a four-stop 
intersection without coming to a 
stop when no other traffic has the 
right of way. Many bicyclists al-
ready do this because it makes 
cycling easier and in some cases, 
they say, more safe.

Because bikes are easiest to 
maneuver when rolling, riders 
are most exposed to being struck 

at intersections during a full stop, 
said Greg Billing, executive direc-
tor of the Washington Area Bicy-
clist Association, one of more 
than 20 advocacy groups sup-
porting the Virginia proposal.

“The quickest you can get 
through intersections and kind of 
get out of harm’s way, the better,” 
Billing said. The legislation, he 
said, “certainly doesn’t allow a 
person on a bike to act recklessly 
and to put drivers or pedestrians 
and people with mobility chal-
lenges in any sort of harm’s way. 
And that behavior would still be 
illegal.”

Opponents argue that allowing 
cyclists to abide by a separate set 
of rules makes their actions less 
predictable and riders less safe.

“This basically will cause a 
great deal of distress, put pedes-
trians at severe risk and also put 
motorists in jeopardy from bicy-
clists,” said Neil George, a resi-
dent of Old Town Alexandria, 
where road conflicts have risen in 
recent years. “Everyone needs to 

SEE BICYCLISTS ON B4

Va.  considers yield law for bicyclists 

Proposal would allow 
them to roll through stop 
signs in some  situations

If you question the 
value of 
government relief 
in an economic 
crisis, listen to 
local stories of 

how such help enabled families to 
pay the landlord after the 
coronavirus cost them their jobs. 

The accounts show why it’s 
vital both to continue such aid 
until the recession is behind us 
and to ensure that help is 
available to all who need it. 
Otherwise, the region risks what 
one nonprofit executive called “a 
cataclysmic wave of evictions” 
when governments lift the 
moratoriums on ousting renters 
from their homes.  

Mohammad Ahmed, 30, gave 
up working as an Uber driver in 
March for fear of infecting his 
wife, 3-year-old son and two 
elderly parents who live with him. 
When he couldn’t pay the rent or 
electric bill for their two-bedroom 
apartment in Arlington, a local 
charity funded mainly by 
taxpayer dollars stepped in. 

The nonprofit, Arlington 
Thrive, picked up his $1,259 
monthly rent and $113 electric 
bill for three months this fall.

“It really felt like a blessing,” 
said Ahmed. “I didn’t know where 
to go.” 

He’s still worried about his bills 
and has gone deeply into debt. 
But he’s counting on a state plan, 
the Virginia Rent Relief Program, 
to cover the rent until he can 
return to work.  

Arlington Thrive, whose 
budget has grown fivefold in the 
past year due primarily to an 
influx of public funds, also 
rescued Alicia, 39. She is a single 
mother of three children, ages 5 to 
15. She spoke on the condition 
that her full name not be used 
because she feared publicity 
might prevent her from returning 
to a D.C. hotel-management job 
from which she was furloughed in 
March. 

She contacted the nonprofit in 
July. Arlington Thrive paid the 
$1,898 rent on her one-bedroom 
apartment from August through 

December.
“They’ve been a lifesaver,” said 

Alicia, who has applied for 
multiple jobs without success 
since being furloughed. “I 
suffered from severe anxiety. 
Imagine not knowing where 
you’re going to find money to pay 
your rent.”

Like Ahmed, she has applied to 
the state plan for further relief. 

 Their experiences illustrate 
why it was important for the 
federal government to approve 
the Cares Act relief package in 
March. Mainly because of those 
funds, total federal and county 
support for Arlington Thrive rose 
over the past year from nearly 
$1 million to $6.5 million. Private 
contributions climbed, too, from 
about $600,000 to over 
$1 million. 

Government action at the 
federal, state and local levels has 
been critical to keeping tens of 
thousands of families in their 
homes in our region even though 
they cannot afford the rent. 

SEE MEMO ON B8

The case for continued relief for renters
Regional 
Memo
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BY GREGORY S. SCHNEIDER

richmond — Democrats in the 
House of Delegates are set to 
unveil legislation on Monday to 
get students across Virginia 
back into public school class-
rooms by summer, signaling a 
way forward for a topic that has 
become increasingly politically 
urgent as the coronavirus pan-
demic drags on.

The proposal calls for school 
systems to devise plans for both 
in-person and virtual instruc-
tion during the 2021-2022 aca-
demic year that follow federal 
health guidelines. It includes 
protections for schools or 
teachers to insist on remote, 

online sessions in the event of 
an outbreak or serious health 
concerns. 

On Friday, the federal Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion rolled out guidelines for 
reopening schools, and Gov. 
Ralph Northam (D) has called 
for Virginia systems to offer an 
in-person option by March 15.

Republican lawmakers in the 
General Assembly have been 

pressing the issue for weeks 
with Democrats, who control 
both chambers, and reopening 
schools is a hot topic for 
GOP candidates in this year’s 
governor’s race. Earlier this 
month, the state Senate ap-
proved a bipartisan bill that 
consists of a single line calling 
for all school systems to offer a 
choice of virtual or in-person 
learning.

But the issue has been sensi-
tive in the House of Delegates, 
where Democrats have cited the 
concerns of teachers unions and 
communities of color — which 
have been particularly hard hit 
by the virus — that reopening 
too soon could pose health 

dangers. Some school systems 
around the state have already 
begun returning students to 
classrooms, while others have 
not.

The measure being intro-
duced Monday in a House sub-
committee meeting, which The 
Washington Post previewed un-
der an agreement not to publi-
cize it in advance, was crafted 
with the support of House lead-
ership and in consultation with 
the Northam administration.

“The Governor appreciates 
efforts to ensure school re-
opening is consistent with 
health guidelines, respects the 
constitutional authority of 

SEE VIRGINIA ON B3

Va. Democrats to unveil school bill as political pressure mounts

House measure would  
reopen  classrooms   

across state by summer

New cases in region

Through 5 p.m. Sunday, 3,544 new 

coronavirus cases were reported in 

the District, Maryland and Virginia, 

bringing the total number of cases 

to 959,900.

D.C. MD. VA.

+122 +847 +2,575

38,918 370,983 549,999

Coronavirus-related deaths

As of 5 p.m. Sunday:

D.C. MD.* VA.

+0 +18 +16

979 7,554 7,012

* Includes probable covid-19 deaths

BY KEITH L. ALEXANDER 

AND PETER HERMANN

The acting chief of the D.C. 
police says he wants to have back-
ground checks conducted on all 
officers and employees to identify 
any who might align with extrem-
ist groups.

Robert J. Contee III said he is 
meeting with police department 
attorneys and is in discussions 
with Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) 
about his plan to come up with a 
policy on extremist groups or 
ideologies that the city would 
deem inappropriate for police de-
partment employees to take part 
in. He also wants to hire an outside 
firm to conduct such investiga-
tions later this year.

After the deadly Jan. 6 Capitol 
riot, police leaders are under pres-
sure to root out those with ties to 
extremist groups. The Capitol 
mob — some of whom displayed 
emblems of extremist groups — 
allegedly included off-duty law en-
forcement officers from outside 
the District.

“We have to do a top-to-bottom 
look for everything. MPD is a mi-
crocosm of the society that we live 
in. We have to identify those 
things and root them out immedi-
ately,” Contee said.

Although the department does 
some have hiring safeguards in 
place, there is no written policy 
that specifically bars participa-
tion in or adopting behaviors of 
extremist or hate groups, Contee 
said. He said he wants to set out 
rules and make clear what behav-
iors could result in discipline or 
termination.

“It’s not okay for a police officer 
to be a member of a Nazi group, 
and we don’t have any policy that 
says we can’t be a member of 
such,” he said. “We don’t have any-
thing specific that addresses these 
hate groups that prohibits hiring 
someone if we find they have post-
ed on social media groups involv-
ing hate speech.” 

Contee stressed that he is still 
working with city officials to de-
termine what such an investiga-
tion will entail, especially given 
personal rights concerns of more 
than 3,700 employees. He said he 
also plans to contact the police 
union.

Contee said one way could be an 
SEE POLICE ON B4

O∞cers’ 
beliefs 
under 
scrutiny  
 ACTING CHIEF WANTS 
BACKGROUND CHECK

Concerns over potential 
ties to extremist groups
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education

communication, emotional 
intelligence, teamwork and time 
management. One study showed 
the first-semester grade point 
averages of at-risk students at 
the school increased from 2.4 to 
3.3. 

Once the pandemic ends, 
students will again be meeting 
with advisers both in person and 
online. Adaptive courseware 
allows them to learn at different 
speeds. Data shows the 
courseware increased success 
rates in math from 66 percent in 
2009 to 85 percent in 2015. 

Most of this information 
comes from Arizona State. We 
need to know more about how 
well this approach works. But 
something unusual is happening 
there and at a few other large 
universities with similar 
ambitions. 

Perhaps even our most 
prestigious schools could 
welcome more freshmen and 
work harder to prepare each for 
the demands of high-level 
thought and research. At the 
moment they are spending 
money on elaborate procedures 
to make their admission rates 
infinitesimal, and thus guarantee 
high rankings. Why not devote 
those resources instead to 
making more students better? 

jay.mathews@washpost.com

2002. In 2020, it had about 
102,000. 

Arizona State ranks sixth 
among 747 universities without 
medical schools in total research 
expenditures, ahead of Caltech, 
Princeton and Carnegie Mellon. 
It offers free online courses and 
transferrable credits to students 
in nearly every country in the 
world. It has cut deals with 
companies to enhance depth and 
relevance of instruction or, in the 
case of Starbucks, to offer 
tuition-free enrollment for 
employees. 

Arizona State admits anyone 
who meets the requirements set 
by its regents. Since 2007, it has 
cut the time it takes to decide on 
an applicant from two weeks to 
24 hours. Once students are 
admitted, the university helps 
them find financial aid and 
promises they will be able to 
afford to attend whatever their 
financial situation. 

Special courses for new 
Arizona State students are 
designed to enhance their 
learning and study skills. 
Mentors recruited from the 
junior and senior classes are 
ready to help. Freshmen arriving 
with low SAT scores and high 
school grade point averages can 
take seminars to work on critical 
reasoning, reading, 

than half the population.” 
That risks lower graduation 

rates. So universities, they said, 
will have to assume 
“responsibility for the success of 
each student” and reconfigure 
“the delivery of content through 
adaptive learning and other 
technology-enabled strategies.” 
Universities taking that 
approach “will likely scale up to 
include twice as many students 
as are currently enrolled, 
producing three to five times as 
many graduates, and serving 
more than ten times the number 
of engaged learners” through 
online and other devices. 

You may be thinking: yeah, 
sure. But Arizona State has some 
interesting data. From 2002 — 
when Crow took over — to 2019, 
non-White enrollment jumped 
310 percent, from 11,487 to 47,104 
(which is 39 percent of total 
students). The number of Black 
undergraduates went up 262 
percent, the number of Hispanic 
undergraduates up 338 percent 
and the number of Asian 
undergraduates up 193 percent. 

The school’s four-year 
graduation rate has risen from 
28.4  percent to 53.9 percent 
during Crow’s tenure, even 
though the number of students 
has soared. The university had 
about 38,000 undergraduates in 

Worker: A Vision for the Renewal 
of Work in America.” One-fifth 
fail to receive a diploma. One-
fifth get a diploma but do not 
proceed to college. One-fifth 
enroll in college but don’t 
graduate. One-fifth complete 
some level of college but take a 
job that doesn’t require a degree. 
Only the remaining one-fifth 
realize the dream of graduating 
college and launching a career 
based on what they learned. 

Crow and Dabars argue that 
most universities are blowing 
their chance to give more 
students the knowledge and 
thinking skills that lead to 
professional success. “Mere 
access to standardized forms of 
instruction decoupled from 
discovery and knowledge 
production will not deliver 
desired societal outcomes,” the 
authors said. 

“College is not for everyone,” 
they said, “but if our nation is to 
remain competitive in the global 
knowledge economy, our society 
must begin in earnest to build a 
higher education infrastructure 
proportionate to the task.” The 
authors recommend more 
“interaction of students with 
scientists and scholars working 
on the frontiers of discovery.” 
They also want “opportunities 
for lifelong learning to more 

imprisonment with their 
parents. Amid those happy 
changes, offbeat ideas like Crow’s 
might spread. 

Ivy League schools earn their 
prestige mostly by admitting as 
small a portion of applicants as 
possible. This year, in part 
because of the suspension of 
entrance tests like the SAT or 
ACT, their admission rates are 
likely to plummet further. 
Applications to Harvard are up 
42 percent this season, with its 
acceptance rate possibly going 
below 4 percent. 

My solution to this stingy 
approach is to apply standard 
business practices. When 
companies have that much 
unfulfilled demand, they expand. 
Why don’t our most prestigious 
colleges franchise themselves? 
We could have Princeton in 
Pittsburgh, Paducah and Pismo 
Beach, or Yale in Yakima, 
Yarmouth and Yreka. 

I’m joking. As Crow and 
Dabars explain in their book, 
universities need to expand in 
ways that enhance not just the 
marketing of their brands, but 
also their diversity, depth and 
innovation. 

Celebrated policy wonk Oren 
Cass breaks high school students 
into approximate fifths in his 
2018 book, “The Once and Future 

Michael M. Crow 
is the mad 
scientist of 
magnifying 
college 
matriculation. He 
wants our most 
renowned 
colleges to admit 

NOT just the top 5 to 10 percent 
of applicants, as usually happens, 
but the top 25 to 30 percent, at 
least. 

Crow then wants to 
strengthen the academic muscles 
of that larger group with more 
advisers, tutors and courses that 
prepare students for careers in 
much-prized specialties that, not 
coincidentally, pay better. 

My first reaction to the new 
book Crow co-wrote with 
historian William B. Dabars, 
“The Fifth Wave: The Evolution 
of American Higher Education,” 
was that this was a pipe dream. I 
receive many requests to write 
about visionary proposals. My 
response is: Get back to me when 
it’s working in real schools. 

But as president of one of our 
largest and most innovative 
universities, Arizona State, Crow 
has had some remarkable 
results. By this fall, the pandemic 
should be receding. Across the 
nation, students will be freed 
from more than a year’s 

What the Ivies can learn from Arizona State: Less selectivity isn’t a bad thing

Jay 
Mathews

BY KELLY FIELD

It’s almost time for gym class, 
and my fifth-grader can’t find her 
tennis ball.

“Adrienne, did you take it?” she 
demands of her younger sister, 
who swears she didn’t (although 
she probably did).

“How about a soccer ball?” I 
ask. They’re practicing dribbling 
skills.

“No, Mom,” she says firmly. 
“We’re indoors.” It has to be a 
tennis ball. She searches under 
the coffee table and behind the 
couch; she scours her sister’s 
cluttered room. No tennis ball.

This is what remote physical 
education looks like in our house. 
And what it sounds like? Thun-
dering footfalls from the bed-
room above my office, as my 
third-grader runs through games 
her PE teacher is using as a 
warm-up.

The coronavirus pandemic 
and the resulting widespread 
shift to remote learning have 
brought major changes to physi-
cal education. Games like Turkey 
Ninja Warrior and water-bottle 
bowling and solitary pursuits in 
spaces as small as a studio apart-
ment have replaced class in open 
fields or gyms. Rolled-up socks 
and laundry baskets have re-
placed balls and nets.

The PE instructors I spoke 
with said the students seem to be 
having fun — the ones they can 
see on video, at least. Privacy 
policies in many districts bar 
teachers from requiring students 
to keep their cameras on, and 
some students don’t.

But it’s hard to gauge whether 
they’re getting the same benefits 
from online PE as they did from 
in-person classes. Some students 
lack the equipment, space or 
parental support to participate 
fully. Instructors say it’s tough to 
teach and assess motor skills, like 
catching and kicking, online.

Meanwhile, public health ex-
perts say kids need exercise more 
than ever.

“PE is so important, because 
our kids are sitting from 8 to 3,” 
said Michelle Huff, a high school 
PE teacher in New Jersey who 
has taken to posting TikTok vid-
eos inviting kids to join in on PE 
activities.

In a majority of districts, stu-
dents are spending some or all of 
their school days online. They’re 
missing out on recess and extra-
curricular sports, many of which 
have been canceled for safety 
reasons. Public health experts are 
worried about unhealthy eating, 
too.

Compounding these issues, 
many students live in crowded 
apartments or in neighborhoods 
where it’s not safe to exercise 
outside. In some cities, parks are 
closed because of the pandemic.

In places where schools re-
mained closed through 2020, 

childhood obesity rates were pre-
dicted to climb by more than 
2 percent, according to estimates 
in a recent study by a researcher 
at Washington University in St. 
Louis.

Yet, even before the coronavi-
rus shut down schools, fewer 
than half the states set any mini-
mum amount of time that stu-
dents must participate in PE, 
according to the Society of 
Health and Physical Educators 
(SHAPE), which represents PE 
and health instructors.

With much of PE now online, 
some kids are getting even less 
time in class than before. Because 
of the pandemic, California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom (D)  waived the 
state’s time requirement in 
March, prompting some districts 
to eliminate PE as a stand-alone 
class or make it an elective. 
Portland, Ore., nearly laid off its 
elementary adaptive PE instruc-
tors, who work with children 
with disabilities, before teachers 
defeated the move. At least two 
Massachusetts districts have 
eliminated elementary PE alto-
gether this year, according to the 
president of the state’s SHAPE 
chapter.

Advocates for physical educa-
tion fear more cuts could be 
coming, as districts grapple with 

looming budget cuts stemming 
from the current economic 
downturn. And if the Great Re-
cession is any guide, those cuts 
could fall hardest on high-pover-
ty districts, where students al-
ready have less access to after-
school sports than in wealthier 
ones.

“Not all students have the priv-
ilege of taking ballet classes or 
sports clubs,” said Julia Stevens, 
the president of Oregon’s SHAPE 
chapter.

For now, though, PE instruc-
tors are focused on finding cre-
ative ways to keep their kids 
engaged. They’re sending kinder-
gartners on scavenger hunts that 
have them running around their 
homes to collect items. They’re 
challenging high-schoolers to 
“beat the teacher” by performing 
more push-ups in a minute than 
their instructor.

“We’re disguising fitness,” said 
Brett Fuller, the president of 
SHAPE’s national board of direc-
tors  and a curriculum specialist 
for health and physical education 
in Milwaukee Public Schools.

Because most kids don’t have a 
whole lot of gym gear in their 
homes, SHAPE’s reopening guid-
ance recommends that teachers 
ask students what they have on 
hand and provide a checklist of 
common household items that 
could be repurposed as sports 
equipment.

Some substitutions are simple 
— cut plastic gallon milk cartons 
for catching, or unopened 
canned soup for weights. Others 
are trickier. Kyle Bragg, an el-
ementary school PE instructor in 
Scottsdale, Ariz., said he’s yet to 
find an acceptable alternative to 
a jump rope; nothing rotates at 
the same speed. He’s told kids to 
ask their parents to buy one, but 
he can’t force them. So for now, 
he’s stuck with some students 
jumping over pillows.

“It’s kind of like taking a pencil 
away from a classroom teacher,” 
he said. “It’s nearly impossible to 
meet a jump rope standard with-
out a jump rope.”

Some districts are purchasing 
take-home kits containing jump 
ropes, balls and beanbags. But 

the kits can be pricey, and not all 
districts can afford them.

Some instructors are offering 
students choices: If they don’t 
have the equipment they need for 
one activity — say soccer — they 
can try another, like running. The 
alternative might not target the 
same skills, but at least it gets 
them moving.

And in the midst of a pandem-
ic that has upended nearly every 
aspect of education, some stan-
dards may simply need to be set 
aside for a bit, instructors say.

“You gotta be okay with okay,” 
David Daum, an assistant profes-
sor of kinesiology at San Jose 
State University in California, 
said he tells teachers.

The hardest things to teach 
and evaluate online, instructors 
say, are the skills, strategies and 
collaboration involved in team 
sports. There’s just no way to play 
soccer alone in your living room.

That’s why online PE courses 
— which have existed at the high 
school and college levels since at 
least the late 1990s — have histor-
ically favored fitness-based in-
struction, like interval training, 
over the development of gross 
motor skills like kicking. Covid-
era classes seem to be following 
the same trend, said Daum, who 
researches online PE.

While some teachers have 
been asking students to send 
short video clips of themselves 
performing individual skills, like 
jumping rope, there are limita-
tions and drawbacks to that ap-
proach: Some parents aren’t 
comfortable with their children 
sharing videos of themselves, and 
some students send clips that are 
far too long. With dozens of 
students per grade, reviewing the 
submissions can take an instruc-
tor hours.

The alternative is to conduct 
assessments in live-stream 
 classes, but that can open stu-
dents up to ridicule and cyber -
bullying. Some districts have pol-
icies stating that students can’t 
be required to keep their cameras 
on.

In such districts, it can be hard 
to tell whether students are par-
ticipating at all. They might be 
doing jumping jacks, or they 
might be watching YouTube.

To gauge participation, many 
instructors are asking students to 
answer a question in a chat box 
or complete an exit ticket with 
questions about the lesson and 
their own performance. Some 
schools with fully asynchronous 
PE are relying on the honor 
system, with students using logs 
to report how much exercise they 
get each day.

It’s unclear how many stu-
dents are actually doing the por-
tions of PE that aren’t live-
streamed. Are busy working par-
ents enforcing it? 

Despite the challenges in-
volved in remote learning, Fuller, 
SHAPE’s president, sees the pan-
demic as an opportunity to show 
that PE is not only about team 
sports. Teachers are learning 
technological skills that “none of 
us ever dreamt they’d have,” he 
said. And students are discover-
ing that fitness can be fun, even 
without group games.

Still, many PE instructors said 
they’re eager to return to the gym 
and sports fields.

“I became a PE teacher be-
cause I needed to keep moving,” 
said Andrew VanDorick, an el-
ementary PE teacher in Mary-
land. “Sitting on a couch in front 
of a computer may be some 
people’s dream job, but it drives 
me crazy. I can’t wait to be back in 
front of the kids.”

Oh, and that missing tennis 
ball? Turns out it isn’t essential 
after all. When it vanishes again, 
just in time for water-bottle 
bowling, my 11-year-old substi-
tutes a lacrosse ball — and rolls a 
spare.

education@washpost.com

Field is a reporter for the Hechinger 

Report. This story about physical 

education was produced by the 

Hechinger Report, a nonprofit, 

independent news organization 

focused on inequality and innovation 

in education. 

Amid  coronavirus pandemic, gym class is in the game

COURTESY OF MICHELLE HUFF

KELLY FIELD/HECHINGER REPORT

ABOVE: Kelly Field’s 11-year-old  daughter, Emma,  practices cup-

shifting from a plank position as an at-home physical education 

exercise. LEFT: Michelle Huff, left,  a PE teacher in New Jersey, has 

been posting Tik Tok videos with skills challenges for her students. 

In this one, she and her sister, Steph Huff, also a PE teacher in New 

Jersey, perform a little dance.  

“It’s kind of like taking 

a pencil away from a 

classroom teacher.”
 Kyle Bragg,  elementary school 

PE instructor in Scottsdale, Ariz.
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Man in Northeast 
is found fatally stabbed

A man was found fatally 
stabbed Thursday.

Dennis Hall, 50, of no known 
address, was found in the unit 
block of K Street NE just after 
4 a.m., police said. His name had 
been withheld until relatives 
were notified. 

The killing remains under 
investigation.

— John Woodrow Cox

Ride-share driver’s 
car stolen at knifepoint 

A ride-hail driver was 
carjacked at knifepoint in 
Southwest Washington on 
Sunday,  police said.

As he was dropping off two 
passengers about 1:25 p.m. in the 
600 block of Sixth Place SW, one 
held a knife to his throat and 
ordered him out, police said. 
They then drove off in the vehicle, 
police said.

— Martin Weil

Weapons arrests made  
near White House 

Two people were arrested near 
the White House on Saturday on 
weapons charges, according to 
the Secret Service.

They approached officers near 
15th Street NW and Pennsylvania 
Avenue NW, the agency said. One 
disclosed possession of a weapon 
and the other disclosed that 
another weapon was in a nearby 
vehicle, the agency said. 

The first was arrested in 
connection with possession of a 
BB gun and the other in 
connection with  carrying a pistol 
without a license, the Secret 
Service said.

— Martin Weil

THE REGION

Icy conditions affected 
roads, caused outages

The Washington region awoke 
Sunday to icy roads and 
sidewalks, and thousands of 
homes without power.

A car knocked down a power 
line in Southeast Washington, 
where Pepco said as many as 
1,200 homes lost power.  The 
company also responded to a few 
other isolated outages.

Dominion Energy reported 
scattered outages in Northern 
Virginia and more widespread 
service disruptions in portions of 
central Virginia. More than 
220,000 customers lost power,  
but crews continued to work to 
restore service Sunday. 

— Luz Lazo
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round,” Farnsworth said. 
(Another bird that has 

changed its behavior based on 
human activity is the turkey 
vulture, Farnsworth said. The 
birds once migrated in search of 
food, but the suburban deer 
explosion — and resulting deer-
vehicle collisions — has 
provided them with ample 
carrion.)

Common the robin may be, 
but, said Farnsworth: “Common 
birds don’t always stay 
common. It’s really important 
we understand as much as we 
can about them. And even 
though they are common, that 
doesn’t mean we know 
everything there is to know 
about them. There’s an 
opportunity for more study.”

So look to the skies — and to 
the grass. 

Walk this way

Bob Perrino of Arlington 
emailed after reading my 
column last week about what 
runs through my head while 
walking my dog. Bob and a 
friend used to take early 
morning walks in D.C. 

“He loved building 
architecture and as a Master 
Gardener, I loved plants,” wrote 
Bob. “He was always gazing UP 
and I was gazing at the ground. 
We joked that a piano would 
never fall on our heads nor 
would we fall into a large 
pothole.”

john.kelly@washpost.com

Twitter: @johnkelly

 For previous columns, visit 

washingtonpost.com/john-kelly.

A flock is also helpful in 
finding food. 

“The trade-off of being in a 
flock is you may be in direct 
competition with your neighbor 
just like you,” Farnsworth said. 
“There comes a point at which 
flocks are not so useful. During 
breeding season, males holding 
a territory don’t want to be 
competing with some other 
male to create a nest. At that 
time of year, flocks break down.”

That’s why Polly saw 40 
robins together in her backyard 
on a February day but probably 
won’t see that in April, when it’s 
every bird for itself. 

Robins are among the many 
species affected by climate 
change. “Birds that were not 
formerly resident are becoming 
resident and are able to take 
advantage of food all year 

plant around our houses. Birds 
that feel confident they can eat 
may decide to just stick around. 

But migration also has its 
attractions. 

“There’s the other side: Okay, 
you are spending time where 
there are a lot of other 
individuals like you. It would be 
ideal if you could escape the 
competitive pressure,” 
Farnsworth said. 

Like flamingos and teenagers, 
robins gather in flocks. 
Sometimes the flocks are 
tremendous, numbering many 
thousands of birds. 

“There’s a vigilance factor for 
predators,” Farnsworth said. 
“The more of you there are, the 
less likely you are to get picked 
off. And it’s more likely you or 
one of your cohort will see a 
problem if one exists.”

The deal is this: Robins do all 
sorts of things. Some migrate. 
Some hang out in these parts 
year-round.

Said Farnsworth: “Some 
never left. Some that come back 
may actually be going 
someplace else.”

Compared with some other 
species, the robin is a 
mishmash. When you look at a 
map of the range of the ruby-
throated hummingbird, you’ll 
see that it breeds in eastern 
North America and spends 
winters in Central America: two 
discrete areas joined by the path 
it follows during migration. 

The American robin, on the 
other hand, blankets North 
America. Some breed in Canada 
and Alaska and winter in 
Mexico, but many are found 
year-round across the U.S.A. 

“Even though you may see 
robins in the same place every 
year, throughout the year, 
whether that’s the same bird, or 
even the same population, is a 
big question mark,” Farnsworth 
said. “A lot of populations 
replace each other or leapfrog 
when they migrate.”

It all comes down to every 
animal’s favorite pastimes: food 
and sex. 

“At some fundamental level, 
it’s very much about ‘Is there a 
sufficient resource available for 
a bird to subsist on year-round 
and produce more offspring?’ ” 
Farnsworth said.

Robins are especially well-
suited to the landscapes 
humans create, such as the 
fruit- and berry-producing 
ornamental trees and bushes we 

Earlier this 
month, Polly 

Willman of 
Gaithersburg 
spotted a single 
robin perched on 
the railing of her 
deck. Two days 
later, she looked 
out to see a 

veritable army of the red-
breasted birds. They were 
alighting in the trees, marching 
across the grass, sunning 
themselves in her yard. She 
stopped counting at 40. 

“This is February!” Polly 
wrote to me in an email. “With 
snow on the ground!”

Polly’s point: What is a bird 
commonly associated with 
spring doing strutting its stuff 
— en masse — in winter?

The American robin is such a 
common species that it doesn’t 
get the fawning press that, say, 
the painted bunting or rufous 
hummingbird does. That’s too 
bad, said Andrew Farnsworth, 
senior research associate at the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology. 

“American robin is a super 
cool species,” Farnsworth said. 

I called Farnsworth because I 
was curious about whether this 
whole “first robin of spring” 
thing was a complete sham. 
Poets may employ the robin as a 
feathered metaphor for nature’s 
annual rebirth, but what do the 
birds actually do? 

Do robins presage spring?
“It’s not wrong,” said 

Farnsworth. “There’s some 
validity to it. American robin is 
just a lot more complex than 
people give it credit for.” 

 That red-breasted bird of spring  struts its stuff in deep winter, too 

John 
Kelly's 
Washington

JOHN KELLY/THE WASHINGTON POST

We associate robins  with spring, which is when this photo  was 

taken. But there are reasons you’ll see them  the rest of the year, too. 

BY JESSICA CONTRERA

A suspect has been arrested in 
connection to last week’s fatal 
shooting of 20-year-old Samuel 
Onyeuka in Reston. Jalenn Mau-
rtiece Keene, 20, was taken into 
custody in Newport News, Va., 
and charged with second-degree 
murder and the use of a firearm in 
the commission of a felony, Fair-
fax County police announced 
Sunday. 

Police said Keene, who resides 
in Newport News, was tracked 
down using surveillance footage 
and financial transactions after 
he became the primary suspect in 
Onyeuka’s death. 

The arrest came two days after 
police were called to the 2300 
block of Branleigh Park Court 
shortly after 2 p.m. on Wednesday. 
Onyeuka was found with multiple 

gunshot wounds and was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. 

The shooter was seen leaving 
the area in a silver Nissan Rogue 
moments after the incident, 
which occurred near Onyeuka’s 
home, police said. Maj. Ed O’Car-
roll, commander of the Fairfax 
County Police Department’s ma-
jor crimes bureau, said in a brief-
ing Sunday that police traced the 
whereabouts of both the victim 
and the suspect to a nearby shop-
ping center earlier in the day. 
Detectives also learned that both 
men previously attended South 
Lakes High School in Reston. 

“The complexity of how well 
they know each other is still under 
investigation,” O’Carroll said. 

By combing through hours of 
surveillance footage, investiga-
tors followed the SUV’s path  to 
Newport News, where local law 
enforcement assisted with ob-
taining an arrest warrant for 
Keene. Newport News police car-
ried out the arrest at a residence 
Friday evening. O’Carroll said 
they recovered a 9mm firearm, 
which is being tested to deter-
mine if it was used in the shoot-
ing. 

Onyeuka’s family released a 
statement through Saly Fayez, the 
director of victim services for 
Fairfax County police. 

Onyeuka was a “beloved, kind, 
gentle son, brother, nephew, un-
cle, friend, neighbor and member 
of our community,” Fayez said. 
“Our family does ask anyone with 
any information to please reach 
out to the detectives so we can 
bring our Sammy some justice.” 

Keene is being held in Newport 
News but will be transferred to 
Fairfax County custody in a few 
weeks. 

jessica.contrera@washpost.com
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Suspect in shooting of Reston man 
arrested by Newport News police in a way that fits where they’re 

at with the virus,” VanValken-
burg said.

The measure has the support 
of Democratic leaders. 

In an emailed statement, 
House Speaker Eileen Filler-
Corn (D-Fairfax) called it “seri-
ous legislation to get our kids 
back at their desks by the start 
of the next school year while 
keeping our teachers and school 
staff safe.”

If it gets through the commit-
tee, the bill would have to win 
approval of the full House and  
then go back to the Senate.

Republicans have accused 
Democrats of failing to act on 
an issue that is important to 
Virginians. House Minority 
Leader Todd Gilbert (R-Shenan-
doah) introduced a budget 
amendment on Friday that was 
similar to the Senate bill, call-
ing for both in-person and vir-
tual learning at all school sys-
tems.

“These kids need to be back 
in school,” Gilbert said during 
House floor debate, held virtu-
ally via videoconference. “This 
is a lost year that we will never 
get back, and it cannot go on a 
day longer.”

Democrats voted down 
his amendment, promising that 
related legislation was on the 
way.
gregory.schneider@washpost.com

tem will resume in-person in-
struction in March, though stu-
dents will have the option of 
virtual classes.

“I’m ready to go back,” Van-
Valkenburg said. “Nothing 
beats in-person learning.”

Some of his students have 
clearly suffered during the on-
line-only semester, he said, add-
ing that he worries about the 
long-term effect on both their 
academics and their mental 
health.

But not everyone is ready to 
resume at the same time, he 
said, so his bill includes flexibil-
ity. School systems would each 
devise their own plans based on 
CDC guidance, and they would 
have the option to dial up or 
down the amount of in-person 
and virtual classrooms as situa-
tions change.

It would also affect summer 
school programs.

“It’s making sure that each 
community can get to in-person 

school districts, and prioritizes 
the safety of students, teachers, 
and staff,” Northam spokes-
woman Alena Yarmosky said via 
email. She added that he stands 
by the March 15 date, though, 
which this bill would not 
achieve.

If passed in its current form, 
it would take effect June 1. 

Del. Schuyler T. VanValken-
burg (D-Henrico), a public 
school teacher, said he would 
offer the plan as a substitute for 
the Senate bill during Monday’s 
meeting of a House education 
subcommittee. 

“This seeks to get kids back in 
school in a responsible and 
responsive way,” VanValken-
burg said in an interview.

The Senate bill — introduced 
by Sen. Siobhan S. Dunnavant 
(R-Henrico) and co-sponsored 
by two Democrats — has no 
timetable, simply mandating 
that all schools offer both in-
person and virtual instruction.

“That’s a permanent educa-
tion policy change,” VanValken-
burg said. “I don’t think most 
Virginians want that.”

As a high school government 
teacher in Henrico County out-
side Richmond, VanValkenburg 
spent all of the fall semester 
teaching online. His school sys-

VIRGINIA FROM B1

Va. bill aims to  reopen public schools

“This seeks to get kids 

back in school in a 

responsible . . . way.” 
Del. Schuyler T. VanValkenburg

 (D-Henrico)
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 And in 2017, a D.C. Superior 
Court judge dismissed a gun case 
against a man after defense attor-
neys expressed concern that the 
officers involved in the arrest were 
seen wearing a controversial T-
shirt in the courthouse that de-
picted an image of the Grim Reap-
er with a pre-Christian style of 
cross embedded in a circle, a sym-
bol that an advocacy group says is 
racist. 

Contee said none of those inci-
dents revealed evidence that the 
officers involved were linked to an 
extremist group. But he said such 
incidents could lead to a such 
perceptions among the public and 
among other officers.

“We need to have an initiative in 
place, so we can emphatically say 
to the community we have some-
thing in form of policy that says 
what is unacceptable behavior 
and what is something that war-
rants discipline or even separa-
tion from the department,” Contee 
said. “I want the community to 
know this guy is going to be look-
ing at things in this department 
through a different lens.” 

keith.alexander@washpost.com

peter.hermann@washpost.com

Magda Jean-Louis contributed to this 

report.

department has been sued four 
times recently by current or for-
mer Black officers alleging racism 
and discriminatory misconduct. 
The department, a spokesman 
said, does background checks 
looking for extremism in individ-
uals who apply to become cadets, 
but such investigations are not 
done on existing officers.

In D.C., the department has 
seen its own challenges. Some 
residents have criticized officers 
in the department for what Black 
Lives Matter D.C. calls overly ag-
gressive policing of Black and 
Brown people.

Last year,  a 16-year police vet-
eran filed a lawsuit in D.C. Superi-
or Court, claiming the department 
retaliated against her after she 
raised concerns about the conduct 
of some supervisors, including al-
legations that officers had been 
instructed to conduct unlawful 
searches of groups of Black men. 
In a filing with the court, the city 
said the complaint was “without 
sufficient information” and there-
fore denied the claims.

In 2019, a 27-year veteran Black 
homicide detective alleged racism 
and ageism after he got into a 
violent scuffle with two White offi-
cers inside a Northwest D.C. police 
substation.  

Police agencies already tread a 
delicate balance between protect-
ing the free speech rights of offi-
cers and ensuring they meet gen-
eral standards that call for hones-
ty and integrity. 

Chuck Wexler, who heads the 
D.C.-based Police Executive Re-
search Forum, said the participa-
tion of some off-duty officers in 
the Capitol riot has forced depart-
ments nationwide to confront the 
possibility of extremists in their 
ranks.

“This is where this country is 
right now,” Wexler said. “This is no 
longer a free-speech issue. It is an 
issue affecting the safety of Ameri-
cans. Their right to express their 
First Amendment thoughts ended 
at the point they pushed over po-
lice officers and went into the U.S. 
Capitol.”

Still, Wexler said, it could be 
difficult for police chiefs to identi-
fy groups they do not want their 
officers to affiliate with. “The dis-
cussion is still evolving on what 
exactly constitutes a domestic ter-
rorist organization.”

Last fall, the Lafayette, Ind., 
police department said it termi-
nated a recruit officer who partici-
pated in a neo-Nazi Internet chat 
forum. 

In Columbus, Ohio, the police 

they found?” Pemberton said.  The 
union leader said Contee’s “intent 
is coming from a good place” but 
added that the union needed to 
see more details.

Michael Edison Hayden, a sen-
ior investigative reporter for the 
Southern Poverty Law Center, 
which tracks extremist and white 
supremacist groups, said groups 
such as the Proud Boys and the 
Oath Keepers seek out members 
of law enforcement, active duty 
and retired, because they “know 
their way around firearms” and 
they can read police tactics and 
help during demonstrations or 
other actions. 

Hayden said police agencies 
need to “make sure these guys are 
not getting into police forces to 
begin with,” which starts with 
thorough background checks. He 
said agencies also need to employ 
experts who understand signs, in-
signia and tattoos used by extrem-
ist groups.

“We must push more aggres-
sively, locally and federally, to give 
police the resources to identify 
who might be an extremist in the 
first place,” Hayden said. “It 
doesn’t have to be McCarthy-like, 
looking at every meme they are 
posting, but it has to be more 
rigorous.” 

mine whether an employee’s phi-
losophies were aligned with any 
group?

“It’s in the infancy stage. I can’t 
tell you what it’s going to take to 
get there. But at the end of the day, 
we want strong policy in place that 
would prohibit members of being 
involved in any behavior associat-
ed with extreme, violent or anti-
government groups,” Contee said. 
“I want us to be the blueprint for 
law enforcement going forward.”

Greggory Pemberton, chair-
man of the D.C. police union, said 
he understood the need for such 
an investigation but said he was 
concerned about how it would be 
conducted.

“You don’t have a bunch of 
Klansmen running around here. 
If we did, they would be found out 
pretty quickly. You can’t hide 
those kind of things,” he said. 

Pemberton said he was con-
cerned how the department 
would delve into employees’ pri-
vate lives and how officials would 
make judgments about what is 
found.

“I am concerned about person-
al rights and combing through 
people’s lives. And how are they 
going to identify those people, and 
what is the process going to look 
like confirming what they think 

examination of employees’ social 
media. Another method, he said, 
could be requiring  employees to 
sign annual statements agreeing 
to not participate in such behavior 
or risk discipline.

The acting chief acknowledged 
the challenges of relying on social 
media alone. Many groups on 
Facebook are “secret,” meaning 
they can be found only if a user is 
invited to join by an existing mem-
ber. Others are “closed” with con-
tent accessible only after an ad-
ministrator of the private group 
approves a request to join. While 
most departments say they review 
social media posts during an offi-
cer’s hiring process, the anony-
mous nature of social media and 
online privacy protections make 
identifying officers who have post-
ed extremist comments or belong 
to such groups difficult.

And even before any examina-
tion, police would need to decide 
what types of behavior linked to 
extremist groups would warrant 
targeting. Would the department, 
for instance, cite extremist or hate 
groups as defined by the FBI, the 
Anti-Defamation League or the 
Southern Poverty Law Center? 
How would the department deter-
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 Acting D.C. police chief wants to root out extremism with background checks  

BY ERIN COX

AND OVETTA WIGGINS

Maryland passed a sweeping 
state stimulus package of roughly 
$1.2 billion on Friday, including 
an anti-poverty measure that will 
send cash payments to the state’s 
poorest residents for the next 
three years.

The plan also will benefit small 
businesses, nonprofits, food 
banks and the unemployed, 
among many others, pumping 
the largest infusion of state tax 
dollars into the battered econo-
my since the pandemic began. 

Gov. Larry Hogan (R) prom-
ised to sign the emergency legis-
lation, which he has called his top 
legislative priority of the year.

On bipartisan votes in both 
chambers, the General Assembly 
swiftly enacted the coronavirus 
relief package offered by Hogan 
last month, after scaling back tax 
breaks for wealthier households 
and businesses. 

“It will help Marylanders bare-
ly hanging on right now as we 
work to bring this global pan-
demic to an end,” Hogan said in a 
statement after the bill passed.

Democrats, who hold superm-
ajorities in both chambers, 
dropped an effort to include  ben-
efits for immigrants without So-
cial Security numbers, who have 
weathered the pandemic without 
qualifying for unemployment or 

federal aid checks. 
Hogan said including those 

residents would “jeopardize” his 
support.

But in a joint statement on 
Friday afternoon, House Speaker 
Adrienne A. Jones (D-Baltimore 
County) and Senate President 
Bill Ferguson (D-Baltimore City) 
vowed to expand benefits for 
undocumented workers and 
green-card holders in separate 
legislation they said the General 
Assembly will pass this week. 

“Every taxpaying Marylander 
deserves to access this benefit,” 
Jones and Ferguson said of the 
stimulus package. “No Maryland-
er deserves to wonder where 
their next meal will come from, 
how to buy their child’s diapers, 
or how to pay for life saving 
medicine — especially when they 
go to work every single day.”

Such a plan could provoke 
Hogan’s veto. 

The centerpiece of the plan 
passed Friday will immediately 
send checks of up to $500 to 
Maryland’s poorest families and 
$300 to its poorest single filers. It 
will then augment those pay-
ments for three years with big 
cash refunds after people file 
their tax returns. Noncitizens 
don’t qualify for those benefits 
under existing laws.

For a family with two children 
that earns $25,000 a year, that 
would mean $1,100 in additional 

payments each year for the next 
three years. 

The plan expands the value of 
the state’s Earned Income Tax 
Credit to the most generous in 
the country. Anyone who quali-
fies for the state’s Earned Income 
Tax Credit will be eligible for the 
stimulus check and its more lu-
crative benefit for the next three 
years. Last year, 400,000 house-
holds filed for the credit, though 
analysts expect many more were 
eligible.

“This is a game-changer for 
people,” said House Majority 
Leader Eric G. Luedtke (D-Mont-
gomery).

Other parts of the package 
would offer up to $9,000 in tax 
relief for small businesses and 
send $1,000 checks to people 
with unemployment claims in 
limbo. It cuts the tax burden for  
middle- and lower-income peo-
ple who have been on unemploy-
ment, and creates grants for an 
array of industries that have 
struggled during the pandemic. 

Sen. Guy J. Guzzone (D-How-
ard), chairman of the Senate 
Budget and Taxation Committee, 
told his colleagues that the meas-
ure is “a lot more generous” than 
the version the Senate had passed 
earlier.

“This is really going to help 
working citizens,” he said.

erin.cox@washpost.com 
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Legislators pass pandemic relief bill

as well as possible road rage 
situations,” he said.

Advocates have pushed for 
decades to give bicyclists the legal 
standing to roll through stop 
signs. It would allow cyclists to 
get through a traffic stop without 
having to put a foot on the ground 
— something that already is com-
mon practice among cyclists who 
don’t want to lose their forward 
momentum. Advocates note that 
vehicles routinely roll through 
stop signs without a complete 
stop.

Supporters say keeping for-
ward momentum at intersections 
helps cyclists to avoid possible 
collisions with vehicles. The con-
stant movement, they say, also 
helps to reduce blind-spot inci-
dents because bicycles in motion 
are more easily seen.

“It seems a little odd to say that 
a stop sign is not always going to 
be a stop sign for cyclists. But if 
we want to keep them safe, we 
want to reduce the number of 
crashes we have,” Hurst said. “So 
it is a safety issue.”

luz.lazo@washpost.com

cars should change lanes to pass 
safely if they can’t maintain at 
least three feet of separation.

“It is reasonable and practical,” 
Hurst said. “You would pass the 
cyclists just like you would pass a 
car. You would wait until it’s safe 
to do so and then change lanes.”

Advocates say it is also good 
safety policy to allow cyclists to 
ride side-by-side. It shortens the 
length of cycling trains, for exam-
ple, so when a car does need to 
pass, the driver has a shorter 
distance. It also helps to protect 
children by allowing parents to 
ride with a child, they say, pro-
tecting a younger rider on the 
inside of the lane.

But critics have voiced con-
cerns about the potential of push-
ing cars outside the yellow line of 
their lanes. Maxey said if two 
cyclists are riding next to one 
another, they could conceivably 
take two lanes and potentially 
block traffic from passing.

“Anything that would increase 
motorists having to make aggres-
sive moves like that could in-
crease the possibility of a crash, 

along the Virginia Capital Trail 
connecting Richmond and Wil-
liamsburg.

“I cannot tell you how many 
times I have seen bikers ignore 
that stop sign in alarmingly close 
proximity to my vehicle or other 
vehicles because they don’t want 
their heart rate to go down and 
don’t want to break their stride,” 
he said on the Senate floor.

He continued: “This is a very, 
very ill-advised piece of legisla-
tion. It is only going to encourage 
and validate the breaking of some 
of these Virginia motor vehicle 
laws that bikers are supposed to 
be adhering to.”

Virginia State Police Capt. Ron 
Maxey said at a committee hear-
ing on the ill-fated Senate bill that 
the agency has multiple concerns 
with the proposal. Often, he said, 
the reason for a stop sign rather 
than a yield sign is a lack of 
visibility.

“Allowing the cyclist to enter 
the intersection without properly 
stopping has the potential for 
deadly consequences,” he said.

Sen. Scott A. Surovell (D-Fair-
fax), a co-sponsor of the failed 
Senate bill who supports the sim-
ilar House measure, has ques-
tioned Virginia State Police con-
clusions, which he said aren’t 
based on data.

“Having to put your foot down 
and start over again is harder to 
get across the street. It slows you 
down and makes you more vul-
nerable to getting hit,” Surovell, a 
cyclist for more than 25 years, 
said Thursday before the Senate 
Transportation Committee. “This 
policy has been adopted all across 
the United States, and it seems to 
work.”

Supporters touted other as-
pects of the bill as critical to 
improving safety for those travel-
ing on two wheels. They want to 
put into law, for example, that 

failed in that chamber on Jan. 27 
in a 22-to-16 vote.

Supporters say there is grow-
ing support for the bill. The cities 
of Richmond, Roanoke and Nor-
folk, which have seen significant 
growth in bike travel in recent 
years and amid the pandemic, 
have listed the measure as a 
legislative priority, officials said.

Others argue the measure 
could increasingly put cyclists in 
harm’s way.

Sen. Thomas K. Norment Jr. 
(R-James City), who voted 
against the Senate bill last 
month, said he has had close 
encounters with bicyclists ignor-
ing traffic rules at intersections 

ho stop” law has been encourag-
ing.

In Delaware, a recent report 
using Delaware State Police data 
found that in the 30 months after 
the state enacted its safety stop 
law, there was a 23 percent de-
crease in injury crashes involving 
bicycles at stop-sign intersections 
and an 11 percent decline in 
overall bike crashes.

“These are very common-sense 
measures we can take to have a 
very practical effect in seriously 
reducing the number of crashes 
for bicycles,” Hurst said.

The House bill is headed for a 
vote in the Virginia Senate as 
early as Monday. A similar bill 

cooperate. We have stop signs 
and traffic lights so everybody is 
safe and secure, and we all need 
to adhere to the rules of the road.”

Del. Chris L. Hurst (D-Mont-
gomery), the chief sponsor of the 
bill in the Virginia House — 
where it passed 75 to 24  this 
month — said the goal is to 
improve safety for bicyclists and 
to foster more of a cycling com-
munity, particularly at a time 
when the coronavirus pandemic 
has spurred a boom in bicycling.

Hurst said data from other 
states that implemented a ver-
sion of what’s known as the “Ida-

BICYCLISTS FROM B1

Va. biking proposal seen as safety issue — by both supporters and opponents
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A bicyclist is reflected  along Wilson Boulevard in Rosslyn in 2018. 

The number of bicyclists has grown during the pandemic.

Presidents’ Day closings

 Banks: Most open but closing early

 Federal government offices

 Post offices: No mail delivery except for Express Mail

 Courts: Closed except for adult arraignments, juvenile referrals in the District

Varied restrictions

DISTRICT  MARYLAND  VIRGINIA

Traffic, 

parking

Rush-hour restrictions 

lifted. No city parking 

enforcement except along 

the D.C. Streetcar route.

 No parking fees in 

Montgomery and Prince 

George’s except at New 

Carrollton, National Harbor 

and the Prince George’s 

Dept. of Corrections.

 HOV restrictions lifted on 

Interstates 66 and 395. 

Meters not enforced in 

Arlington and Alexandria.  

Trash, 

recycling

No collections; pickups 

slide one day to the end of 

the week.

 Regular collections in Anne 

Arundel and Howard. No 

collections in Montgomery; 

pickups slide one day to 

the end of the week. No 

bulk collections in Prince 

George’s; yard trim and 

organics collections only. 

Landfills open except in 

Anne Arundel. Montgomery 

County Transfer Station 

open.

 Regular collections in 

Fairfax and Arlington 

counties. No pickups in the 

cities of Alexandria and 

Fairfax; pickups slide one 

day to the end of the week. 

Landfills open.

Liquor 

stores

Open at owner’s discretion.  Montgomery ABC Stores 

open from 12 to 5 p.m.; 

open elsewhere at owner’s 

discretion.

 Open at owner’s discretion.

Schools Closed.  Closed.  Closed.

Libraries Closed.  Closed.  Open in Arlington for 

curbside pickup only. 

Closed elsewhere.

Local 

government 

offices

Closed.  Closed.  Closed.

Transportation services
l Metrorail runs from 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. on a modified schedule with off-peak fares; no Blue Line service. Buses 

replace trains between Braddock Road and Reagan National Airport on the Yellow Line. Franconia-Springfield, Van 

Dorn Street, Addison Road and Arlington Cemetery stations closed. Free shuttle buses provided. Metrobus is on a 

Saturday schedule. MetroAccess has regular service, but subscription trips are canceled. For information, go to 

wmata.com. 

l Ride On is on a weekday schedule.

l DASH is on a Saturday schedule.

l CUE is on a modified weekday schedule.

l Fairfax Connector is on a holiday weekday schedule.

l ART is running routes 41, 42, 45, 51, 55, 77 and 87 only on a Saturday schedule.

l TheBus (Prince George’s) is on a regular schedule.

l Loudoun Bus has regular services on its local bus lines, but Commuter and Metro Connection lines are not 

running.

l MARC is on an enhanced R schedule on all three lines, except Brunswick Line trains 872 and 877 are not 

running. 

l VRE is not running.

l MTA Commuter Bus is running Route 201 only on a weekend/holiday schedule.
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BY JUSTIN GEORGE

A study found that subway air is 
heavily polluted, exposing transit 
workers and riders to high concen-
trations of hazardous metals and 
harmful pollutants.

Researchers from New York 
University’s Grossman School of 
Medicine say subway air could 
make passengers and transit 
workers more susceptible to long-
term illnesses such as asthma, 
lung cancer and heart disease.

The study, funded by a National 
Institute of Environmental Health 
Sciences grant and published in 
the Environmental Health Per-
spectives journal on Wednesday, 
reviewed underground air at the 
largest transit systems in the 
Northeast, located in New York-
New Jersey, D.C., Philadelphia and 
Boston. Each system showed con-
centrations of hazardous metals 
and organic toxins that ranged 
between two and seven times the 
amount in outdoor fresh air. 

The study found that while the 
New York-New Jersey system con-
tained more air pollutants than 
others, Metro’s Capitol South sta-
tion was among the five worst 
stations that researchers moni-
tored.

Researchers said transit work-
ers who spend most of their shifts 
below ground are especially sus-
ceptible to the long-term conse-
quences of polluted air. 

The findings surprised officials 
at the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey, where some of the 
worst measurements were taken.

“We’re obviously concerned,” 
Executive Director Rick Cotton 
said. “We are totally committed to 
protecting the health and safety of 

our workers. We are totally com-
mitted to protecting the health 
and safety of PATH riders, and we 
will dig into this, come to conclu-
sions, and if necessary, develop an 
appropriate action plan to address 
it.”

Other transit agencies respond-
ed to the findings by saying proj-
ects are underway to improve un-
derground air quality.

Metro said upgrading the filtra-
tion in all 308 of its air-condition-
ing systems is nearly complete. 
The systems trap small particles, 
the agency said, including the cor-
onavirus. 

“Metro regularly tests air quali-
ty in tunnels, stations and station 
manager kiosks, and the most re-
cent tests conducted last fall 
showed air quality within OSHA 
Occupational Exposure Limits,” 
Metro spokesman Ian Jannetta 
said in a statement. He noted that 
work was underway to test more-
stringent filtration in rail cars.

Major ventilation improve-
ments and upgrades are underway 
at Back Bay Station in Boston, said 
Lisa Battiston, spokeswoman for 
the Massachusetts Bay Transpor-
tation Authority.

“The health and safety of riders 
and the workforce is a top priority 
for the MBTA, including issues 
that involve ventilation and air 
quality within its stations and on 
platform areas,” Battiston said.

Similar improvements are un-
derway at the Southeastern Penn-
sylvania Transportation Authori-
ty, officials said. 

Tim Minton, communications 
director for New York’s Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority, said 
that NYU researchers sampled 
fewer than 1 percent of the sys-

tem’s stations, adding: “We have 
conducted previous air quality 
testing on subway trains operating 
in our system and found no health 
risks. However, we will thoroughly 
review this study as the safety of 
customers and employees is al-
ways our highest priority.”

The air quality study started in 
early 2020 just before the corona-
virus pandemic. But the findings 
support multiple transit systems’ 
more recent efforts to improve air 
quality onboard trains as part of 
efforts to limit the spread of virus-
es and other pathogens.

Metro is using a $600,000 grant 
from the Federal Transit Adminis-
tration to test and evaluate en-
hanced filters in its subway cars. 

The Bay Area Rapid Transit sys-
tem in the San Francisco area has 
been trying denser filter panels to 
trap smaller particles as well as 
new disinfectant technology that 
uses ultraviolet light.  New York’s 
MTA is expanding new filtration 
systems on trains that can trap 
viruses and cycle air in and out of 
subway cars every three minutes.

Researchers  found that one un-
derground station platform on the 

Port Authority Trans-Hudson line 
between New Jersey and Manhat-
tan had up to 77 times the typical 
concentration of hazardous parti-
cles as aboveground city air — 
equivalent to breathing in a forest 
fire or near a building demolition, 
the report said. 

“As riders of one of the busiest, 
and apparently dirtiest, metro sys-
tems in the country, New Yorkers 
in particular should be concerned 
about the toxins they are inhaling 
as they wait for trains to arrive,” 
co-senior study author Terry Gor-
don said in a statement.

At other transit system stations, 
researchers found at least twice as 
many airborne toxins in subway 
air as in fresh air. Iron and organic 
carbon made up three-fourths of 
the pollutants found, researchers 
said. Organic carbon has been 
linked to increased risk of asthma, 
lung cancer and heart disease, ac-
cording to the study.

“Our findings add to evidence 
that subways expose millions of 
commuters and transit employees 
to air pollutants at levels known to 
pose serious health risks over 
time,” David G. Luglio, the study’s 
lead author and a doctoral student 
at NYU Grossman, said in a state-
ment.

Researchers took more than 
300 air samples during rush hour 
at nearly 70 stations.

According to the findings, the 
PATH-New York and New Jersey 
system measured particle concen-
trations up to 392 micrograms per 
cubic meter. Air at MTA stations in 
New York measured as high as 251 
micrograms per cubic meter. Met-
ro had the next-highest level, up to 
145 micrograms per cubic meter. 

Air in Boston stations measured 
up to 140 micrograms per cubic 
meter, while Philadelphia had the 
cleanest system, measuring up to 
39 micrograms per cubic meter, 
researchers said. 

By comparison, aboveground 
air in the same cities averaged 16 
micrograms per cubic meter of 
pollutants. The Environmental 
Protection Agency has said daily 
exposure of fine particle concen-
trations at levels 35 micrograms 
per cubic meter or more pose seri-
ous health hazards, according to 
the study.

justin.george@washpost.com
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Subways expose riders and workers to heavily polluted air, research finds

CARLO ALLEGRI/REUTERS

A subway conductor in Manhattan  on Feb. 3. Researchers from New York University reviewed the air 

quality underground  at transit systems in D.C., New York and New Jersey, Philadelphia, and Boston.

BY PERRY STEIN

When Helenmaire White closed 
her Anacostia hair salon in 2014, 
her children hoped she would re-
tire. She and her husband raised 
five children, and they operated a 
bustling salon for 30 years on Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Avenue that 
doubled as a friendly and spiritual 
gathering spot for so many South-
east Washington residents. Her 
son Tony White II thought it was 
time. 

But White wasn’t ready. She 
wanted to continue with her sec-
ond job as a cosmetology teacher at 
Ballou STAY, an alternative school 
for students who struggled in 
mainstream classrooms to receive 
high school diplomas and voca-
tional degrees. White became a 
mother to many young women in 
her classrooms, teaching some 
how to be mothers themselves — 
and, of course, she taught them 
how to complete her signature fin-
ger-wave hairstyle.  

On Feb. 6, White died of compli-
cations from covid-19. She was 62. 

“I wanted her to retire, to kick 
her feet up,” her son said.  “But she 
saw this as her mission. She want-
ed to give these girls an opportu-

nity — to really sit in these girls’ 
faces and really guide them 
through life. That was her drive.”  

Although officials do not believe 
White contracted the coronavirus 
in school, the Washington Teach-
ers’ Union said her death under-
scores what it views as the perils 
faced by school staff returning to 
classrooms. In the wake of her 
death, the union has filed a griev-
ance with the city’s labor board, 
charging safety and reporting vio-
lations at Ballou STAY.   

D.C. Public Schools has said pro-
tocols were followed. White in-
formed the school on Jan. 11 that 
she needed to quarantine because 
a personal contact had contracted 
the virus, potentially exposing her. 
Under Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention guidelines, people 
in contact with someone who was 
potentially exposed do not need to 
quarantine. 

Spokeswoman Elizabeth Barto-
lomeo said the school learned on 
Jan. 21 that White tested positive 
for the virus, which then prompted 
Ballou STAY to inform the school 
community that someone in the 
building had tested positive. By 
that time, it had already been 10 
days, and Bartolomeo said no one 

else at the school had tested posi-
tive, and no one else needed to 
quarantine.

The school system says it in-
forms school communities when-
ever someone who had been on 
campus for an extended time tests 
positive for the virus. But the city 
relies on people to self-report cases 
to schools, and union leaders say 
officials should be more proactive 
in determining who may have test-
ed positive.  

On Tuesday, Washington Teach-
ers’ Union President Elizabeth Da-
vis and American Federation of 
Teachers President Randi Wein-
garten wrote a letter to city leaders, 
calling for increased safety mea-
sures and transparency and for 
quicker notifications if someone in 
a school building contracts the vi-
rus.  “Educators across our city are 
determined to help our students 
succeed and thrive. However, we 
remain in a global health pandem-
ic,” the letter read. “This reality was 
brought into stark reality with the 
loss of a DC teacher and WTU 
member, Ms. [Helenmaire] White 
this weekend, who taught cosme-
tology at Ballou STAY.”

White’s relatives declined to 
comment on the grievance. In-

stead, they talked about White’s 
dedication to Anacostia and 
Southeast Washington, an often-
overlooked corner of the city.

White was born and raised in 
the Barry Farm public housing 
community in Southeast Washing-
ton. She married Tony White, a 
retired police officer whom she 
met in Southeast as a teen, 40 years 
ago. In the mid-1980s, the couple 
wanted to open a hair salon, and 
Helenmaire White knew where it 

needed to be: Southeast Washing-
ton. 

“There are so many misconcep-
tions of the people that live in 
Southeast,” said Tony White II. 
“But my mother saw value there, 
and she values the people who live 
there. And she really wanted to 
give back to the people that live 
there.”

The salon, Ultimate Touch Hair 
Salon, was like Cheers, her son 
said, where everybody knew every-
body and hung out.  She encour-
aged and said prayers for every-
one, transforming the salon into a 
spot where people went for styling 
and advice. Tony White II said he 
grew up thinking he had hundreds 
of aunts and cousins.

At Ballou STAY, where White 
worked since 2007, there were 
home-cooked potlucks in her 
classroom for Thanksgiving. Gift 
exchanges for Christmas. Baby 
showers for pregnant students. 
One year, students threw White a 
surprise birthday party. 

One student said that when her 
water was shut off at home, White 
paid the bill. When the student 
could afford to pay her back, White 
refused the money. 

Rhonda Davis, a current Ballou 

STAY student, decided to return to 
school for her cosmetology license 
after her daughter completed 
White’s course. Davis said White 
helped her daughter through a 
tough time, and she wanted the 
same for herself. White called all 
her students, even the adults, her 
babies. She encouraged them, and 
Davis said she loved them all like 
her own children. If someone was 
absent for two days, she would call 
them to make sure they were okay. 

“She really started to open me 
back up to the world,” Davis said. “I 
was getting back into something 
that I always loved to do, and she 
was someone who had so much 
passion to teach me and instruct 
me how to get it down. We were all 
her babies.” 

After White’s death, her chil-
dren were flooded with calls from 
people who said their mother had 
shaped their lives. They didn’t 
even know most of these people. 

When Tony White II visited the 
burial plot where his mother 
would be laid to rest, he asked his 
father if he thought she knew just 
how many people she touched. 

“Yeah,” his father replied. “Be-
cause I always told her.” 

perry.stein@washpost.com
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Beloved teacher and salon owner  remembered for dedication to Southeast

FAMILY PHOTO

Helenmaire White  ran a hair 

salon for 30 years in Anacostia.

BY JUSTIN FENTON

A former Baltimore Police detec-
tive and federal task force officer 
was sentenced Monday to 
14 months in prison for lying to 
federal agents about stealing and 
selling cocaine more than a decade 
ago — a revelation that could up-
end a massive gang case.

Ivo Louvado’s conviction 
stemmed from the fallout of the 
Gun Trace Task Force corruption 
investigation. Louvado was never 
part of the unit, but he worked in 
2009 with eventual GTTF Sgt. 
Wayne Jenkins on a plainclothes 
squad that once seized more than 
40 kilograms of cocaine. It was said 
at the time to be a record bust.

Investigators in the GTTF case 
learned that Louvado, along with 
two other detectives, had pilfered 
three kilograms from that seizure 
and used an informant to sell the 
drugs. They split the money, and 
Louvado used his portion, $10,000, 
to buy a boat, according to gang 
defense attorneys who were pro-
vided information from federal 
prosecutors about his case. Louva-
do’s attorney, however, maintained 
that he gave the money away out of 
guilt.

But when confronted by investi-
gators in 2018, Louvado lied.

“The need for deterrence re-
mains strong,” Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Leo Wise told U.S. District 
Judge Catherine Blake in asking 
for the 14-month sentence. “This 
wasn’t an isolated incident within 
the BPD. . . . What we have seen is 

that this conduct has metastasized. 
We’re now prosecuting officers 
multiple steps removed from the 
genesis of that [GTTF] investiga-
tion.”

Louvado’s attorney, Brian Mur-
phy, maintained that the incident 
was a one-off that had haunted his 
47-year-old client for years.

“But for this conduct, which 
can’t be excused, he was a good 
cop,” Murphy said.

As Louvado heads to a peniten-
tiary, federal prosecutors in the 
same office that brought charges 
against him are trying to salvage 
his work in a major federal gang 
case, where defense attorneys say 
the revelations about his miscon-
duct entitle their clients to new 
trials. Those motions are pending.

Prosecutors say Louvado’s past 
troubles shouldn’t upend the mas-
sive investigation of the Murda-
land Mafia Piru Bloods gang that 
took years and involved 100 inves-
tigators.

Louvado’s conviction “provides 
no legal basis for disturbing the 
guilty verdicts returned by two sep-
arate juries after hearing from over 
70 witnesses and reviewing close to 
1,000 exhibits over the course of 
more than 7 weeks of trial,” wrote 
Assistant U.S. Attorneys Christina 
A. Hoffman and Lauren E. Perry in 
a September court filing.

One defense attorney in a filing 
called the response “cavalier” and 
“shocking.”

After the cocaine theft, Louvado 
went on to spend a decade as a task 
force officer assigned to the federal 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives and wrote 
search warrants in the investiga-
tion of the Murdaland Mafia Piru 
Bloods, who were indicted in 2016.

Prosecutors say the gang “con-
trolled the drug trade in large 
swaths of Northwest Baltimore 
and neighboring Baltimore County 
and wreaked havoc in the sur-
rounding communities,” including 
five murders and additional at-
tempted murders.

FBI investigators on the GTTF 
case learned of the 2009 allega-
tions against Louvado and ques-
tioned him in March 2018, two days 
before a motions hearing in the 
Bloods case. The U.S. attorney’s 
office said the timing was deliber-
ate, to help them decide whether to 

call him as a witness in the Bloods 
case. But they did not reveal the 
allegations to defense attorneys.

The GTTF investigation was 
“highly sensitive in nature,” and 
prosecutors said they were not ap-
prised of anything that would 
cause them to have concerns about 
Louvado.

In his interview, Louvado was 
asked about money being taken 
during the 2009 bust, and said he 
had no knowledge and would’ve 
reported it if he did. The statute of 
limitations had passed already or 
Louvado to be charged with the 
drug theft; Wise, the GTTF pros-
ecutor, said the agents were “look-
ing quite genuinely for this officer 
to tell the truth.”

Wise said Louvado’s lies stymied 

their investigation, until addition-
al information came to light the 
next year.

“This foolish mistake on my part 
has forever changed my life,” Lou-
vado told the sentencing judge 
Monday.

Prosecutors in the Bloods case 
learned of direct allegations 
against Louvado three weeks into 
their trial, in 2019.

“As it was, the newly-received 
information about Louvado bore 
on the credibility of a non-witness, 
and was completely unrelated to 
the facts of the MMP investiga-
tion,” Hoffman and Perry wrote.

Attorneys for several of the con-
victed gang members, including 
leader Dante Bailey, say the revela-
tions about Louvado’s past miscon-
duct “so thoroughly tainted” the 
case that they are entitled to a new 
trial and that they “probably” 
would each be acquitted if tried 
again.

There’s no evidence that Louva-
do lied in the Bloods investigation, 
but the defense attorneys say he 
lied when he presented himself as 
an honest investigator, and investi-
gative actions that rely on his credi-
bility are now suspect.

“He concealed his prior miscon-
duct from judicial officers and mis-
represented himself as an honest 
investigator of drug dealers rather 
than as a participant in drug and 
other crimes,” defense attorneys 
wrote.

Separately, attorneys for Sydni 
Frazier, who also was charged in 
the Bloods case, say he too is enti-

tled to a new trial based on the 
disclosures.

Frazier was tried and convicted 
separately for the abduction, rob-
bery and killing of a man shot near 
the Westport light rail tracks in 
2016.

“If the government has misrep-
resented Louvado’s role in the in-
vestigation and information in the 
affidavits did in fact come from 
Louvado’s personal participation, 
then Frazier should be able to delve 
into what that information was,” 
wrote defense attorney Christo-
pher Davis.

“And if the government is cor-
rect and Louvado made no obser-
vations, then Louvado lied as to his 
role in the investigation.”

The government said numerous 
other officers would have testified 
to the truthfulness of statements in 
Louvado’s affidavits, and that if 
they were thrown out, prosecutors 
simply would have obtained new 
warrants using the same probable 
cause statements, sworn to by an-
other officer.

“The government’s cavalier atti-
tude is nothing less than shocking,” 
Davis wrote in a Jan. 24 filing.

The two other officers who stole 
the cocaine in 2009 with Louvado 
are Keith Gladstone and Victor Ri-
vera. Gladstone has pleaded guilty 
to other charges related to the 2014 
planting of a BB gun at a scene 
where Jenkins had run someone 
over with his car. He has not been 
sentenced. Rivera was sentenced 
to 14 months in prison last month.

— Baltimore Sun
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Ex-Baltimore detective sentenced for lying about stealing, selling cocaine 
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The Gun Trace Task Force touts a cocaine bust in 2009. Former 

Baltimore detective Ivo Louvado, right, stole from the haul.
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     BY     PHIL DAVISON   

    Hilton Valentine’s memorable 
A minor arpeggio electric guitar 
riff     on the 1964 track    “The House 
of the Rising Sun”    helped bring 
global fame to his English rock 
and rhythm-and-blues     band the 
Animals, of which he was an 
original member.   

Although the song, about a 
brothel in New Orleans, was a     
century-old folk-blues number 
previously recorded by artists     in-
cluding Lead Belly, Woody Guth-
rie, Joan Baez and Bob Dylan 
(who     admitted he copied New 
York folk singer Dave Van Ronk’s 
version),     the Animals’ track is 
widely considered definitive. 

Rolling Stone magazine 
ranked it No. 122 among the 500 
greatest     songs of all time, and as a 
traditional folk song recorded by 
an     electric rock band, it has been 
described as the first folk-rock     
hit.

    Two years after Dylan put out 
an acoustic guitar version of the 
song     on his 1962 self-titled debut 
album, he heard the Animals’ 
version     on his car radio, jumped 
out of the vehicle, banged on the 
hood and     decided there and then 
to go electric, according to the 
Animals’     drummer John Steel, 
who once said Dylan had told him 
that to his     face.      

    “Rising Sun,” which reached 
No. 1 in the United States and the     
United Kingdom, became the sig-
nature tune of the band from the     
coal-mining northeastern Eng-
lish town of Newcastle upon Tyne. 
Yet it     was the least rock-and-roll 
of their many hits, which includ-
ed    “It’s My Life”    (with Mr. Valen-
tine on electric 12-string),    “Don’t 

Let Me Be Misunderstood”    (previ-
ously recorded by Nina Simone) 
and “We Gotta Get Out of This     
Place.” The latter became some-
thing of an    anthem among U.S. 
“grunts”    — young conscript sol-
diers fighting in Vietnam — for 
obvious     reasons.   

Mr. Valentine died Jan. 29 at 77 
at his home in Wallingford,     
Conn., according to his U.S.-based 
record archive company ABKCO     
Music & Records. It gave no cause 
of death.

To rock guitar lovers, Mr. Val-
entine was no Jimi Hendrix, Eric     
Clapton or Duane Allman, and he 
received less fan adulation than 
the     Animals’ lead singer and their 
jazz-inspired electric organist 
Alan     Price, whose mesmerizing 
solo and coda also graced the 
“Rising Sun”     track along with Eric 
Burdon’s powerful, soulful vocals. 
But Mr.     Valentine played lead and 
rhythm guitar, and his hard-edge 
riffs     were a driving force in the 
band’s success.

“It really was Hilton who made 
the early Animals a rock band,”     
Burdon told the online magazine 
Guitar International. “Because I     
don’t think the element of rock 
was in the band until we found 
him.     In those days, Hilton wasn’t 
just playing rock-and-roll, he 
looked     rock-and-roll. Here was a 
guy with the greased mop of hair 
combed     back, cheap leather jack-
et, winkle-picker shoes, black 
jeans and a     smile on his face 
playing through an Echoplex, 
which was a secret     weapon back 
then.” 

The latter was a recording stu-
dio tape-delay device — also used 
by     guitarists such as Allman of 
the Allman Brothers and Joe 

Walsh of     the Eagles — which gave 
echo and added depth to guitars 
and other     instruments.

    Mr. Valentine and Steel also 
leaned heavily on the music and 
beat of     Mississippi-born blues-
rock singer and guitarist Bo 
Diddley, notably     on the track     
“Story of Bo Diddley,”    which 
opened their 1964 debut album, 
“The Animals.” On it, Burdon     de-
scribes in tongue-in-cheek voice-
over how the American rocker 
once     came to see the still little-
known Animals at their local ven-
ue, the     Club-A’Gogo in Newcastle, 
along with Norma-Jean Wofford, 
a guitarist     known as the Duchess.   

According to Burdon’s vocals, 
Bo Diddley asks the Duchess, 
“Hey,     Duch, what d’ya think of 
those young guys doing our ma-
terial?” 

“I dunno. I just came over here 
to see the Changing of the Guard     
an’ all that jazz,” she replies.

Hilton Stewart Paterson Valen-
tine was born May 21, 1943, in 
North     Shields on the river Tyne 
near Newcastle. Getting his first 
guitar     at 13, he formed a musical 
group called the Heppers, playing 
the     popular skiffle music of the 
time. 

He first tried to emulate Brit-
ain’s most popular musician be-
fore     the Beatles, Lonnie Donegan, 
dubbed “the King of Skiffle.” The     
Beatles themselves had started 
out as a skiffle group but, like the     
Liverpool “Fab Four,” the Heppers 
turned to rock and became the     
Wildcats, with the young Valen-
tine imitating Chuck Berry’s 
“duck     walk” and playing guitar 
while on his back on the floor.

In 1963, that brought him to 
the attention of Burdon, Price and     

bass guitar player Chas Chandler, 
who enlisted him, along with     
Steel, into what was then the Alan 
Price Combo. Before they started     
recording, they changed their 
name to the Animals, with Mr.     
Valentine a founding member.

He left the band in 1966 but 
remained friends and linked up 

with     them for regular reunion 
concerts over the years, recording 
a 1977     LP titled “Before We Were 
So Rudely Interrupted.” In 2001, 
they had     a two-night stint at the 
El Rey Theatre in Los Angeles. In 
1969, Mr.     Valentine had released a 
solo album, “All in Your Head.” 
The     original Animals were in-

ducted into the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame     in 1994.

Survivors include his wife, Ger-
maine, and a daughter in London,     
Samantha Valentine, a former 
bass guitar player in the rock 
band     Ipso Facto.

After settling in Connecticut in 
1997, Mr. Valentine returned to     
his skiffle roots, forming the band 
Skiffledog, which toured the     
United States and released two 
albums. In 2011, he recorded a     
holiday album with Peter “Big 
Boy Pete” Miller, an English-born 
but     longtime San Francisco resi-
dent, called “Merry Skifflemas!”     
referred to on the sleeve as a 
“festive blend of traditional oldies     
and original newbies.” The same 
year, he released a new album 
titled     “Skiffledog on Coburg 
Street” (a street in his hometown 
of North     Shields).

    His last recording and 2019 
video,     “River Tyne,”    was dedicat-
ed to the river by which he and the 
other Animals were     born and 
raised.   

Mr. Valentine’s most famous 
riff, on “The House of the Rising 
Sun,”     was played on a Gretsch 
Tennessean guitar he had bought 
in Newcastle     in 1962. 

    “It is one of the most instantly 
recognizable introductions to one     
of the most memorable pop songs 
of the ’60s,” said Scottish     singer-
songwriter Ian MacDonald. “A 
seemingly simple but technically 
perfect execution of an     ongoing 
arpeggio figure over a repeated 
chord progression in A     minor, 
which countless budding guitar-
ists have tried to emulate over     the 
decades, though rarely with such 
accuracy and precision.”   

   newsobits@washpost.com  

HILTON VALENTINE, 77

Guitarist’s ri≠ anchored Animals’ definitive song, ‘House of the Rising Sun’
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The Animals —  from left,  Hilton Valentine, Chas Chandler, John 

Steel, Eric Burdon and Dave Rowberry —  in 1965.

BY JOHN OTIS

Carlos Menem, who during 10 
years as Argentina’s flamboyant, 
scandal-ridden president engi-
neered a stunning economic 
turnaround only to be blamed for 
an even more dramatic financial 
collapse after he left office, died 
Feb. 14 at a clinic in Buenos Aires. 
He was 90.

Argentine President Alberto 
Fernández confirmed the death 
in a statement. The cause was a 
urinary tract infection.

Mr. Menem, who had been 
ailing for several months, was 
serving as a national senator 
until his death.

“There are Argentines who 
will never forget what Menem 
did for this country,” Argentine 
journalist and author Horacio 
Verbitsky once told The Wash-
ington Post. “And there are Ar-
gentines who will never forgive 
what Menem did to this country.” 

Amid a backdrop of hyperin-
flation and labor strikes, Mr. 
Menem, a popular provincial 
governor with bushy mutton-
chop sideburns, breezed to victo-
ry in the May 14, 1989, presiden-
tial election. Outgoing President 
Raúl Alfonsín handed over pow-
er five months early on July 8, 
1989, to give Mr. Menem a head 
start in pulling the economy out 
of its tailspin. 

“There is no other way to put 
it. Argentina is broken, devastat-
ed, destroyed, razed,” Mr. Menem 
said in his inaugural address. 
“From these ruins, we will build 
the country we deserve.” 

Mr. Menem then surprised his 
followers by turning his back on 
the pro-labor, big-government 
orthodoxy of his Justicialist Par-
ty, a movement inspired by his 
hero, former strongman and 
president Juan Perón. Instead, 
Mr. Menem sought to deregulate 
the economy, open up the coun-
try to foreign investors, expand 
trade and pay off government 
debt.

In what Mr. Menem described 
as “surgery without anesthesia,” 
he moved swiftly to privatize 
state companies, roll back the 
power of labor unions, cut state 
subsidies and fire thousands of 
government employees. 

These fiscally conservative 

policies, which were endorsed by 
the International Monetary 
Fund and became known as “the 
Washington Consensus,” would 
later take hold across much of 
Latin America in the 1990s. 

But Mr. Menem’s key move, 
pushed by his influential eco-
nomic minister, Domingo Caval-
lo, was to legally peg the Argen-
tine peso to the U.S. dollar on a 
1-to-1 basis in 1991. 

The “convertibility plan” 
aimed to stabilize prices and 
restore confidence in the local 
currency after a period when 
out-of-control inflation forced 
grocery stores to announce price 
changes over loudspeakers be-
cause clerks couldn’t re-mark all 
the merchandise fast enough.

Although unemployment rose, 
annual inflation fell to the low 
single digits. With state-run 
banks, airlines, oil companies, 
railroads and utilities on the 
auction block, an estimated 
$24 billion in foreign investment 
flowed into the country in the 
early 1990s. Between 1991 and 
1997, the economy grew by 
6.1 percent annually, the highest 
rate in South America, and Ar-
gentina was hailed as a model for 
the developing world.

Mr. Menem’s neoliberal eco-
nomic policies infuriated left-
leaning Peronists, as members of 
the Justicialist Party are known. 
But Mr. Menem was more prag-
matist than ideologue.

Even though he had been 
unjustly imprisoned by Argenti-
na’s 1976-1983 military junta, Mr. 
Menem sought to improve rela-
tions with an army that had 
staged three rebellions against 
his predecessor. 

So, on Dec. 29, 1990, Mr. 
Menem issued a blanket amnesty 
to the leaders of the military 
dictatorship that waged a dirty 
war against leftists, union lead-
ers and other political opponents 
in which between 9,000 and 
30,000 people were either killed 
or disappeared. 

Alfonsín, the former presi-
dent, called it “the saddest day in 
Argentine history.” But the am-
nesty brought Mr. Menem a 
measure of stability and allowed 
him to focus on the economy. 

An enthusiastic free-trader, 
Mr. Menem helped negotiate the 
Southern Common Market, or 
Mercosur, a customs union with 
Uruguay, Paraguay and tradi-
tional rival Brazil. He restored 
full diplomatic ties with Britain, 
relations that had been suspend-
ed since the 1982 Falkland Is-
lands War. 

He played tennis with Presi-
dent George H.W. Bush, deployed 
troops and ships to the first 
Persian Gulf War, and proved 
such a staunch U.S. ally that one 
of his foreign ministers, Guido di 
Tella, quipped that Argentina 

was pursuing “carnal relations” 
with Washington. 

By then, Mr. Menem had 
trimmed his sideburns, ditched 
his loud clothes for French-cut 
suits, and was enjoying the perks 
of high office. When an Italian 
motorcycle company gave him a 
$100,000 red Ferrari, Mr. Menem 
at first rejected advice to give it 
back, famously declaring, “The 
Ferrari is mine, mine, mine!” (It 
was later sold at public auction.)

Mr. Menem also relished his 
reputation as a Southern Cone 
Valentino. He kicked his first 
wife, Zulema Yoma, out of the 
presidential palace and later 
married Cecilia Bolocco, a Chil-
ean TV celebrity and former Miss 
Universe who was 35 years his 
junior. He publicly flirted with 
actresses and belly dancers, per-
formed the tango on television 
and mused aloud about forming 
a nearly all-female Cabinet. 

Riding a wave of popularity 
and demands that he stay in 
office, Mr. Menem reached a deal 
with the opposition Radical Civic 
Union party in 1993 to change 
the Constitution to allow sitting 
presidents to run for one addi-
tional term. He was easily re-
elected in 1995. 

During his second term, Mr. 
Menem seemed to lose his touch. 
He was widely perceived as ig-
noring government corruption, 
especially malfeasance sur-
rounding the lucrative sales of 
state-run companies. He packed 

the country’s Supreme Court 
with allies, adopted a more au-
thoritarian governing style and 
tried unsuccessfully to secure 
another constitutional change so 
he could stand for a third consec-
utive term.

Moreover, his management of 
the economy — which had been 
Mr. Menem’s great strength — 
was called into question amid a 
series of external shocks. 

First came financial crises in 
Mexico and Russia. Then, Brazil 
devalued its currency in 1999, 
and investors in Argentina found 
their dollars would go further in 
that neighboring country. For-
eign investment began to dry up, 
exports tumbled and Argentina’s 
economy sank into recession.

Through it all Mr. Menem 
refused to scrap the peso’s 1-to-1 
peg with the U.S. dollar, even 
though the exchange rate was no 
longer in sync with prevailing 
economic conditions. The policy 
left his government with few 
tools to respond. 

To goose the economy, the 
Menem government resorted to 
extensive borrowing, but that 
sent up domestic interest rates 
and forced many businesses to 
close. All along, Wall Street in-
vestment banks and credit-rat-
ing agencies provided glowing 
accounts of Argentina.

Mr. Menem left office in De-
cember 1999. Two years later, 
Argentina defaulted on its 
$155 billion public debt, the 

largest such default at the time 
by any country in history. Amid 
riots, bank failures and massive 
layoffs that pushed up the pover-
ty rate to 58 percent and pro-
voked an outbreak of crime, 
many analysts pinned a large 
share of the blame on Mr. Men-
em.

“The reasonable thing would 
have been for Menem to start 
implementing changes. So in 
that sense he was absolutely 
responsible for the crash,” said 
Ariel Armony, an Argentine who 
serves as the University of Pitts-
burgh’s senior director of inter-
national programs and director 
of the University Center for In-
ternational Studies.

Carlos Saúl Menem was born 
July 2, 1930, in Anillaco, a town 
in the poor and sparsely populat-
ed northwestern province of La 
Rioja. His parents were Syrian 
immigrants. His father acquired 
a store and vineyards, and put all 
four of his sons through univer-
sity. 

A Sunni Muslim by birth, Car-
los Menem converted in his 
youth to Catholicism. He re-
ceived a law degree in 1958 from 
the National University of Córdo-
ba, joined Perón’s Justicialist 
Party and was elected governor 
of La Rioja in 1973. 

In 1976, military officials over-
threw the government of Isabel 
Martínez de Perón, who had 
replaced her husband, Juan 
Perón, in the presidency after his 

death in 1974. The new junta 
sacked all the nation’s elected 
governors and began rounding 
up Peronists, among them Mr. 
Menem, who spent the next five 
years in prison.

The experience left him “forti-
fied in his character and determi-
nation,” Eduardo Menem, Mr. 
Menem’s brother, told the Los 
Angeles Times in 1991. “When I’d 
visit him, he would always tell 
me, ‘When I get out of here I will 
become president.’ ”

After democracy was restored 
in 1983, Mr. Menem was reelect-
ed governor of La Rioja and won 
a third term in 1987. Campaign-
ing as a successful outsider who 
was in touch with the neglected 
people of Argentina’s interior, he 
defeated a more-establishment 
politician to win the Justicialist 
Party nomination for president 
in 1988. 

When Mr. Menem stepped 
down as president, he was 
dogged by investigations of offi-
cial misconduct and saw some of 
his key decisions overturned.

In 2005, Argentina’s Supreme 
Court ruled that Mr. Menem’s 
amnesty protecting military offi-
cials was unconstitutional. Gen. 
Jorge Videla and other leaders of 
the 1976-1983 junta were later 
convicted of crimes against hu-
manity and imprisoned. 

In 2013, Mr. Menem was sen-
tenced to seven years in prison 
for his involvement in a scheme 
to smuggle Argentine weapons 
to Ecuador and Croatia in the 
early 1990s, a time when those 
countries were under an interna-
tional arms embargo. Two years 
later, Mr. Menem received a four-
year sentence for embezzling 
public funds during his presiden-
cy. But he remained a free man 
because he had, by then, been 
elected senator of La Rioja prov-
ince, a post that provided him 
with immunity from incarcera-
tion. 

Another black mark was Mr. 
Menem’s mishandling of a gov-
ernment probe into the 1994 
bombing of a Jewish community 
center in Buenos Aires that killed 
85 people and injured more than 
300. It was the most deadly act of 
terrorism in the country’s his-
tory, but the crime was never 
solved.

Until the end of his life, Mr. 
Menem provided fodder for gos-
sip magazines. At age 73, he 
fathered a child with Bolocco 
before they divorced in 2009. A 
son from his first wife, Carlos 
Menem Jr., died in a helicopter 
crash in 1995. 

Mr. Menem made a final bid 
for the presidency in 2003, but 
with polls predicting he was 
headed for a crushing defeat in 
the presidential runoff, he with-
drew from the race.

newsobits@washpost.com

CARLOS MENEM, 90

Flamboyant Argentine president tried to tame inflation

SANTIAGO LLANQUIN/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Carlos Menem waves to reporters in  Santiago, Chile, in 2004. When  Mr. Menem was president of 

Argentina in the 1990s,  annual inflation fell to the low single digits but unemployment increased. 

“Argentina is broken, 

devastated, destroyed, 

razed. From these ruins, 

we will build the 

country we deserve.” 
Carlos Menem, in  inaugural address 
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Abraham J. Twerski, a Hasidic 
rabbi and psychiatrist who champi-
oned treatment for substance 
abuse and was the author of more 
than 80 books on subjects both spir-
itual and scientific, died Jan. 31 at a 
hospital in Jerusalem. He was 90.

He had covid-19, the disease 
caused by the novel coronavirus, his 
family told the Associated Press.  

Dr. Twerski said he found an “ex-
quisite harmony” between his med-
ical and religious callings and was 
equally at home in the rabbinical 
world of Torah and Talmud study 
and the medical world as a practic-
ing psychiatrist. It was a rare pair-
ing that earned him respect in both 
the insular ultra-Orthodox Jewish 
world and wider American society. 

He also composed liturgical mu-
sic for Jewish worship services and 
collaborated with cartoonist 
Charles Schulz, the creator of the 
“Peanuts” comic strip, on a series of 
self-help books.

For years, Dr. Twerski led the 
Lubavitch Center, a Hasidic congre-
gation in Pittsburgh. He was also a 
founder and the longtime medical 
director of the Gateway Rehabilita-
tion Center, a residential treatment 
facility that now has 22 locations in 
Pennsylvania and Ohio. 

Abraham Joshua Twerski was 
born Oct. 6, 1930, in Milwaukee to 
immigrant parents from Russia. He 
was descended on both sides of his 
family from rabbis in the Hasidic 
tradition of Orthodox Judaism. He 
became an ordained rabbi at 21 and 
assisted his father in Milwaukee. 
Four brothers also became rabbis.

“I noticed that people weren’t 
flocking to me for counseling the 
way they had to my father,” 
Dr. Twerski later recalled in Pitts-
burgh Quarterly. “I decided that if I 
wanted to be the kind of rabbi my 
father was, I had to become a pro-
fessional. So I went for broke, going 
to medical school to become a psy-
chiatrist.”

He attended medical school at 
Marquette University in Milwau-
kee and struggled to pay tuition. He 
unexpectedly received a financial 
gift from entertainer Danny Thom-
as, which allowed him to complete 
his medical degree in 1960 and 
continue with specialized training 
in psychiatry.

He later became a teacher and 
clinical psychiatrist with the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh. He had a long 
association with Pittsburgh’s 
St. Francis Hospital, where he treat-
ed a range of mental health issues, 
including addiction. He worked 
with an order of Catholic nuns, the 
Sisters of St. Francis, to create the 
first Gateway center for long-term 
residential treatment.

He chronicled the interfaith ven-
ture in one of his many books, “The 
Rabbi & the Nuns” (2013). He also 
wrote a column for the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette. In a 1991 column, he 
estimated that he had worked with 
30,000 people recovering from al-
coholism.

In another column, titled “With-
out a Job, Who Am I?,” Dr. Twerski 
wrote that many people equated 
their sense of self-worth with their 
jobs. The column led to his first 
collaboration with Schulz, a 1995 
book called “When Do the Good 
Things Start?,” featuring Schulz’s 
“Peanuts” characters. 

Through his work in mental 
health, Dr. Twerski broke down 
barriers and taboos about psychia-
try and abuse within the Orthodox 
Jewish world. His 1996 book “The 
Shame Borne in Silence: Spouse 
Abuse in the Jewish Community” 
was considered a groundbreaking 
work. 

“Some of the people read the 
book and told me, you saved my 
life,” he told the Post-Gazette, “but 
others called me a scoundrel, how 
dare you besmirch your Jewish 
brethren?” He later said that his 
message became more widely 
 received.

For the past several years, 
Dr. Twerski split his time between 
Israel and the United States. 

His first wife, Golda, died in 
1995. Survivors include his wife, 
Gail Bessler-Twerski; four children 
from his first marriage; two broth-
ers; and many grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and great-
great-grandchildren.

In a 2006 Post-Gazette column, 
Dr. Twerski wrote that it was possi-
ble to lead a spiritual life “inde-
pendent of religion,” noting that 
the search for truth and purpose 
and the ability to make ethical 
choices are spiritual qualities that 
can lead to “being the finest human 
being one can be.”

newsobits@washpost.com
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DEATH NOTICE

SUE DADE CLAFFY (Clark)
On Monday, February 10,2021 passed peace-
fully after a lengthy illness due to the Coro-
navirus. She is preceded in death by her
husband Joseph, of 58 years. She leaves
brother in laws, Thomas S Claffy (Nancy),
and Robert L Claffy (Beverly); nieces, Christina
Benedi, Maria Claffy, and Stephanie Crump
(Barrett) of Fairfax, Virginia and nephews,
Robert (Brenda), Stephen (Amy), and John
(Robin) of Virginia Beach. She will be dearly
missed by her family and many many friends.
Due to the Coronavirus the funeral will be
private and a celebration of her life will be
held at a later date. For comments and regrets,
contact tsclaffy@yahoo.com.

CLAFFY

JILL KATZYOUNG COHEN
A resident of Washington DC since 1963,
passed away quietly and peacefully Wednes-
day morning February 10, 2021. Born and
raised through her teenage years in New
York City, Mrs. Cohen was a New York City
society debutante in the winter of 1960. She
graduated high school from Mount Vernon
Seminary in Washington, DC and attended
the American University. Mrs. Cohen‘s first
and everlasting priorities were her beloved
children, Melissa (Ted) of Bethesda, Maryland,
Cameron (Mia) and Chris (Gaby) of Florida and
her five grandchildren, Lily, Sloane, Andrew,
Jake and Sadie. Mrs. Cohen‘s interests were
varied and broad. An avid traveler, she visited
virtually every region of the world. She was
a former Ice dancer appearing in ice shows
in Sun Valley, Idaho and was an aficionado of
world figure skating championships, attending
numerous competitions across the globe over
many years. She was a lover and practitioner
of high fashion, appreciator of art, Broadway
musicals, dancing, politics and, as well, a
long suffering fan of the Washington Football
Team. Mrs. Cohen is survived by her three
children and five grandchildren; brother, Tony
Katz (Linda) of Naples, FL; two nephews, Jordan
Katz (Kristina) of Arlington Heights, Illinois, and
Brandon Katz of Westchester, New York and a
niece,Whitney Katz of Florida.
The family asks that in lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to The Lupus Foundation of
America at lupus.org.A private zoommemorial
service will be held Monday, February 22.

COHEN

ROBERT RAY GERBER
Robert R. Gerber, 88 of Falls Church, VA passed
away on January 29, 2021. Services will be held
at National Funeral Home. More information
can be found at

www.nationalfh-mp.com

GERBER

JANET ELAINE HILLIER
(Age 80)

Janet Elaine Hillier of Fairfax, VA, on February
9, 2021 passed peacefully after a brief illness.
She was born December 18, 1940 in Brooklyn,
New York to William and Alice Hand. She is
survived by her husband, Pringle Pat Hillier, and
her three children, Deborah Hillier, Scot Hillier
(Nancy), and Brooke D. Pappagallo (Domenic).

Janet is additionally survived by her sister,
Denise LaRuffa (Frank), brother, Bill Limperop-
ulos (Jane), cousin, Ed Lohse, grandchildren,
Ashley Rogers, Matt Hillier (Hannah), Caitlin
Ogles (Jeremy), Andrew Cormode, Carly
Dobyns, Elyse Dobyns and great-grandchildren,
Emily Rogers, Rebecca Rogers and Timothy
Matthew Hillier (expected March 2021).

Services to be held 10 a.m., Thursday Febru-
ary 18, 2021 at St. Leo the Great Catholic
Church, 3700 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, Vir-
ginia. Interment to follow at Fairfax Memorial
Park, 9900 Braddock Road, Fairfax,Virginia.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
the Society of the Little Flower (littleflower.org),
Sisters of Life (sistersoflife.org) or INOVA Fair
Oaks Professional Education Programs (foun-
dation.inova.org).

HILLIER
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DEATH NOTICE

CONSTANCE ELLEN KOSSIARAS
(Age 73)

On Thursday, February 11, 2021,
of Rockville, MD. Born in Chica-
go, IL. Devoted daughter of Wil-
liam and Stella Metos. Beloved
wife of Thomas Peter Kossiaras.
Lovingmother of Ilia (Nick) Cout-

sos, Martha (Rob Spares) Kossiaras and
Peter (Carrie Wilson) Kossiaras. Adoring
"Nona" of Connie, Peter, Tommy, Eleni and
Aris. Sister of Peter Metos. Funeral Service
at Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral,
2815 36th St NW, Washington DC 20007,
on Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at 11 a.m.
Viewing at 10 a.m. Interment Parklawn
Memorial Park. In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made to St. Sophia
Greek Orthodox Cathedral in her name.
www.COLLINSFUNERALHOME.com

KOSSIARAS

JEANETTE MARIE PROFITT
On Thursday, February 11, 2021, loving Mother
and Sister, Jeanette, lost her battle with cancer
at the age of 75, and passed away peacefully
at home surrounded by her immediate family.
Preceded in death by her parents, Lillian and
Robert Landrum, sister, Virgie Bodenstein and
grandson, Jacob Profitt. She is survived by her
loving daughters, Lisa Shremshock (husband
Philip), and Maria Olson. She is also survived
by her grandsons, Joshua and Jesse Profitt and
Bryan Adcock, as well as her sister, Mildred
Maurice, brother, Thomas Landrum and several
nieces and nephews. The family is honoring
Jeanette’s wishes to be cremated and has
elected not to have a service or funeral. In lieu
of flowers, we ask that people please donate
to the American Cancer Society.

PROFITT

PHILIP A. RICKEY (Age 86)
Peacefully on January 25, 2021. Born in Chica-
go, Il on March 20, 1934 to the late Donald
Gladstone Rickey and Judith Sanderson. He
was preceded in death by his wife, Diane
D Rickey. After graduating from Geneva High
School, he attended Lawrence College and
continued his education getting his Master’s
degree at Harvard University. He spent four
years in the Navy. After the Navy, he joined
the CIA where he retired in 1992. Survived
by children, Philip “Ben” Rickey, Paul Rickey
(Janet), and Dawn Gray (Donald) , four grand-
children, Diane Rickey Clark, Kathryn Tinney,
Kellie Hopkins, and Kyle Hopkins and six great-
grandchildren.Virtual services will be recorded
and available on

www.murphyfuneralhomes.com

RICKEY
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DEATH NOTICE

WINIFRED ELIZABETH SECHREST
Peacefully passed away February 6, 2021.
Beloved wife of the late John L. Sechrest, Jr.;
mother of Peggy Atterberry-Mosley, Robert F.
Key (Edlwin), Jean Epps-Tate (Fitzalbert) and
the late M. Cardell Sechrest and Tyrone Waller.
She is also survived by a host of grandchildren,
sisters, other relatives and friends. Friends
may visit with the family Friday, February 19
at Thornton Funeral Home, 3439 Livingston
Rd., Indian Head, MD from 10 a.m. until time
of service 11 a.m. Interment at a later date.
Livestream at

www.thorntonfuneralhomepa.com

SECHREST

INMEMORIAM

CARLOS PIERRE THOMAS-HARRIS
February 15, 1979 ~ October 24, 1996

Happy 42nd Birthday, Carlos
Love,Mom, Pop, Joshua, Jalen,
Grandma, Family, Friends and

Grandpa Holt who is in heaven with you.
Grandma Thomas now has joined you.

THOMAS-HARRIS

DEATH NOTICE

JULIANAALEXANDRA BEST
March 17, 1989 – February 6, 2021

Juliana Alexandra Best, 31, of Alexandria, VA,
passed away on Saturday, February 6, 2021.
She is survived by her mother and stepfather,
Wanda and Dave Rogers of Alexandria, VA;
sister and brother-in-law, Natalie and Joshua
Justice of Alexandria, VA; nephews, Lucas and
Landon Justice of Alexandria, VA; her love
and best friend of six years, Cam McKeehan
of Haymarket, VA; and Cam’s family, Mark,
Missy and Cooper, of Haymarket, VA. She was
preceded in death by her father,Alvin Best.

Juliana was a very kind, compassionate, and
empathic person and friend to many. She had
a hilarious sense of humor and loved making
people laugh. Juliana had a passion for the arts,
music, writing, reading, and education.

An outdoor Memorial Service will be held April
2, 2021, at 2 p.m. at Mt. Comfort Cemetery.
She will be laid to rest next to her father and
grandparents.

The family is only asking for prayers at this
time.

BEST

exceptional quality that she was promoted
within three years of joining the Department.
She quickly became the departmental expert
on employee benefit issues as applied to
DOE’s unique workforce situation, and
earned the respect of unions, contractors,
and employees alike for her intelligence and
hard work. In 2011, that work received well-
deserved recognition when she was made
Assistant General Counsel and advanced to
the government’s Senior Executive Service,
the elite corps at the top of the career civil
service. She continued in that capacity until
her retirement in November 2018, after 40
years of government service.

In 1992, after years of effort, the Stuckys
received their first child, Mary-Clare, as an
infant from Korea. Three years later, their
son, Joe, followed. The adoption of these
children made the family complete. Jean
took enormous pleasure in the children as
they grew up, supporting them in their acad-
emic and athletic efforts from St. Columba’s
Nursery School in the District to the Primary
Day School and the Bullis School in Maryland.
This interest continued as they went on to
college, The University of Alabama for Mary-
Clare and Boston University for Joe. Many
miles were driven to watch Joe play varsity
lacrosse at BU, or, in Mary-Clare’s case, to
retrieve a stray kitten which she had rescued
and which now is a part of the family. Jean
was fortunate enough to see both children
in graduate school, Mary-Clare at American
and Joe at Tufts, before her illness.

For over 30 years, Jean was an active mem-
ber of the Altar Guild at Washington Cathe-
dral. She originally went to a training session
there andwas one of the few asked to remain
after the session was over for consideration
for membership. Although she had no pro-
fessional training in the art, she had an innate
sense of line, mass, and color that made her
a superb flower arranger. She took great
pleasure in the fellowship of the Guild and
the service to God and the Church that her
abilities enabled her to give.

Jean was a lifelong supporter of Wellesley
College, and was very active in alumnae
activities in the 1980s and 1990s, culminating
in her service as president of theWashington
Wellesley Club from 1992 to 1994. She held
this office when she had a baby daughter and
a full-time job, truly a remarkable achieve-
ment. To the end of her life, she almost never
missed the reunions of her class.

She also enjoyed the social affairs of the
various hereditary and patriotic societies of
which her husband was a member, particu-
larly the annual dinners of the Military Order
of the Loyal Legion of the United States
and the various gatherings of the District of
Columbia Sons of the Revolution.

Survivors include her husband, Chief Judge
Scott W. Stucky of the United States Court of
Appeals for the Armed Forces, of Potomac,
Maryland; her children, Mary-Clare of Arling-
ton, Virginia, and Joe of Boston, her sister
Catherine and brother-in-law Frederick
Wright of Bethesda, Maryland; and niece
Emma Wright of Boston. Cremation has
taken place. Services will be held at a later
date.

JEAN SEIBERT STUCKY
Jean Seibert Stucky died on November 7,
2020 atWalter Reed National MilitaryMedical
Center in Bethesda, Maryland. She was born
in Berkeley, California, on February 9, 1951,
the eldest daughter of Edward Raymond
Seibert and Frances Selma (Berg) Seibert.
Her parents moved to Washington, D.C.,
when she was young, and she grew up in the
Maryland suburbs of the city. She attended
the public schools in Oxon Hill, Maryland,
and then entered Wellesley College, from
which she graduated in 1973 with an A.B. in
Economics. At Wellesley, she met her future
husband, Scott W. Stucky, who was a student
at Harvard Law School. They were married
on 18 August 1973 at St. Barnabas Church
in Temple Hills, Maryland. That fall, they
moved to San Antonio, Texas, where Scott
entered the Air Force as a judge advocate.
She had a strong desire to study law herself,
and applied to law schools while they were
in San Antonio. She also continued her
graduate education in economics at Trinity
University in San Antonio, concentrating in
labor and antitrust economics. In 1975, she
entered Cornell Law School. Her husband
was overseas in Thailand during her first
year in law school, but they were reunited
the next year when he was reassigned to
Syracuse, NewYork.

In 1978, she graduated from Cornell, and
returned to Washington with her husband.
Her first government jobwaswith theAdmin-
istrative Conference of the United States,
but in 1979 she joined the National Labor
Relations Board as an attorney in the Division
of Advice. She had a deep interest in labor
law, and more generally in the intersection of
law and economics. The Division of Advice,
which advised the General Counsel of the
Board on novel issues of labor relations, was
an excellent fit for her. In 1980, she received
the M.A. from Trinity with a thesis on resale
price maintenance in antitrust law. She
occupied increasingly responsible positions
in the NLRB until 1994.

In 1994, she transferred to the Department
of Energy, to occupy a new civil service
position in charge of all legal issues arising
in the Department’s huge (nearly 100,000)
contractor workforce. In this capacity, she
did the work of several contract attorneys
previously retained by the General Counsel
of the Department. Her work was of such

STUCKY

DEATH NOTICE

RHODA HERMAN
On Thursday, February 11, 2021,
Rhoda Herman of Bethesda,MD.
Belovedwife of the late Kenneth
Herman; devoted and loving
mother of Nadine (Alan) Levin,
Eileen (Peter) Lehrer, Dianne
"Donni" Rappaport; adored

grandmother of Josh (Julianna) VerStandig,
Mac VerStandig, Debora (Bryan) Laulicht,
Suzanne (Paul) Dumaine, Gregory (Randi)
Rappaport, and Melissa Pope; cherished
great-grandmother of Adelaide VerStandig,
Jamie Laulicht, Arthur Dumaine, Natalie,
Gabrielle and Adam Rappaport, Jordan
Jackson and Noah Pope; dear sister of the
late Bea (David) Leventhal. Rhoda was also
a beloved stepmother to Mitchell (Patti)
Herman and Sandi (Jeff) Perkins and their
families. Additionally, she will be missed by
her dear friend, Paul Schulman.

Rhoda had a special zest for life, and she
knew how to live it to its fullest. She was
elegant, witty, intelligent, warm, and never
wavered in doing what she believed to be
right. She was a proud volunteer for the Red
Cross, and a longtime supporter of charities
focusing on the needs of children. She had
a big heart, a love of travel, a penchant for
hats, an appetite for great meals (she could
pick crabs with the best), and most of all, a
deep love of family. Funeral services will be
held privatey. Memorial contributions may
be made to the charity of your choice. Ser-
vices entrusted to Sagel Bloomfield Dan-
zansky Goldberg Funeral Care.

www.sagelbloomfield.com

HERMAN

PAULAANNE JOHNSON (Age 82)
Of Falls Church, VA, passed away peacefully
in her sleep on February 2, 2021. A natural
educator, lover of history and travel who
brought passion and commitment to her roles
as teacher and administrator. She was a
respected contributor to education in Fairfax
County for over 20 years. She and Paul fostered
a deep love of and commitment to family
their children. Paula was a devoted mother,
grandmother and great-grandmother, and a
true friend to many, giving freely of her time
and talents. Predeceased by her beloved hus-
band Paul, and is survived by her four children,
18 grandchildren and seven great grandchil-
dren. A graveside service will be held at
Arlington National Cemetery. For further
details visit www.dignitymemorial.com/obitu-
aries/fairfax-va/paula-johnson-10036883.

JOHNSON

KEITH B. NORMAN (Age 66)
Passed away at home Thursday, January 28,
2021. In 2008 Keith retired from a 37-year
career with The Washington Post in the Adver-
tising Services Department. Memorial service
will be held Monday, February 15 from 1 to
3 p.m. via the Pope Funeral Home,, District
Heights, MD. Live stream: Popefh.com, click
obituary and Keith's name and follow instruc-
tions for laptop or cellphone access.

NORMAN

DEATH NOTICE

JOHN E. RANDELS, JR. "JR"
JR Randels passed away peacefully Sunday,
February 7, 2021 of complications from
Parkinson's. Born December 11, 1945, son
of the late J. Edward Randels and Helen
Wyckoff Randels. He remained a lifelong
resident of the Washington area. JR gradu-
ated from Blair High School and Parsons
College. After stints with MPD and U.S.
Secret Service, he found his true calling
as a Sales Executive for Hargrove Display
Company in Landover, MD. He spent over
35 years helping scores of clients plan
and execute events around the Metro area
and locations across the country. His true
forte though was enjoying life with his
friends and clients. As the producer of
the National Debutante Cotillion for many
years, he made sure all the attendees were
well cared for. A long-time member of the
University of Maryland Terrapin Club, he
was a one-man cheerleading squad and
well-known tailgate expert. On the road,
he enjoyed over 50 years participating in
world class motor sports events at tracks
around the world, becoming a celebrity at
Watkins Glen, New York. He marked his
fortieth birthday by inviting 500 friends and
having over 400 from all over the country
show up at University of Maryland. He will
be sorely missed, but greatly remembered
by the many lives he touched. A post-
covid memorial will be planned. Memorial
donations can be made to the Terrapin Club
Impact Fund to benefit scholarships for
student-athletes at the University of Mary-
land; contributions will be tax-deductible.
Checks should be made payable to the
UMCP Foundation, 4603 Calvert Rd., Col-
lege Park, MD 20740 (please note gift in
memory of JOHN E. RANDELS, JR in memo
section). Gifts can also be made online at
giving.umd.edu for the Terrapin Club Impact
Fund, account #21-22940. Share memories
of JR.
https://www.face-
book.com/groups/181295420013972

RANDELS

SHIRLEYANN GREENWELLWATSON
(Age 83)

Of Waldorf, Maryland, passed away peace-
fully on February 8, 2021 at Sagepoint
Senior Living in La Plata, Maryland. Shirley
was a homemaker, floral designer at
Karen’s Florist, food service worker for
Charles County Public Schools, and worked
at Shoppers Food Warehouse for 18 years.
She enjoyed ceramics, crafts, canning and
traveling anywhere; but most of all spend-
ing time with her family. Shirley was a
strong woman and her Catholic faith was
very important to her. She had a great sense
of humor and loved to laugh. She was born
on April 3, 1937 to Lewis H. Greenwell, Sr.
and Priscilla Madolin Wathen Greenwell in
Waldorf, Maryland. She married her high
school sweetheart, Edward JosephWatson,
Sr. on December 3, 1955 at St. Peter’s
Church in Waldorf, Maryland and together
they went on to have five children. They
enjoyed 34 years of marriage until after a
brief illness, Edward passed away in 1989.
Several years later, she met William Blair at
church, and they were married there until
he passed away in 2008 after a lengthy
illness. In addition to Edward J. Watson,
Sr., Robert Wayne Watson (their son who
died at birth) and William Blair, Shirley was
predeceased by her parents, Lewis and
Madolin, brothers Kenneth Greenwell and
Lewis H. Greenwell, Jr., sisters, Mildred
C. Greenwell and Myra G. Shlagel. Shirley
is survived by four children, Edward J.
Watson, Jr. (Dan), Bonnie M. Watson (Jeff),
Brenda A. Canter (Allan), Mark W. Watson
(Donna); and her sister, Rose Langley; nine
grandchildren, Mike Goldsmith, Laura Mize
Goldsmith, Patrick Goldsmith, Doug Canter,
Lindi Romine, April Sage, Allison Aponte,
Holly Watson and Erin Watson; 14 great-
grandchildren, Olivia, Michael, Isabella,
Presley, Liam, Irelynn, Peyton, Jackson,
Braylen, Elijah, Joshua, Ella, Leverett and
Maeverly, and a host of nieces, nephews
and extended family and friends. There
will be a private visitation for family at
Raymond’s Funeral Home, LaPlata, Mary-
land. Mass of Christian burial will be held
on Wednesday, February 17, at 10 a.m.
with internment to follow at Resurrection
Cemetery, Clinton,Maryland. In lieu of flow-
ers, please consider a memorial donation
in Shirley’s name to St. Peter’s School or
St. Peter’s Church, 3320 St. Peter’s Drive,
Waldorf, Maryland 20601. For the safety
of our family and friends, there will be no
repast following the funeral.

WATSON

ATTENTION!!

PAID DEATH
NOTICES
SYSTEM

MAINTENANCE
&

PRESIDENTS
HOLIDAY
HOURS

Saturday,
February 13, 2021
11 a.m. ~ 3 p.m.

Sunday,
February 14, 2021
11 a.m. ~ 3 p.m.

Monday,
February 15, 2021
11 a.m. ~ 3 p.m.

Photo Deadline:
1 p.m.

NO EXCEPTIONS

To place a notice,
call:

202-334-4122
800-627-1150
Ext. 4-4122

deathnotices@washpost.com
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AVERAGE RECORD ACTUAL FORECAST
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T-storms Showers IceRain Snow Flurries Cold Front Warm Front Stationary Front

NATIONAL Today Tomorrow

High

Low

Normal

Record high

Record low

 Reagan Dulles BWI

 Reagan Dulles BWI

Today’s tides  (High tides in Bold)

WORLD Today Tomorrow

Sources: AccuWeather.com; US Army Centralized 
Allergen Extract Lab (pollen data); airnow.gov (air 
quality data); National Weather Service

* AccuWeather's RealFeel Temperature® 
combines over a dozen factors for an accurate 
measure of how the conditions really “feel.”

Key: s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, r-rain, 
sh- showers, t-thunderstorms, sf-snow flurries, 
sn-snow, i-ice

Solar systemMoon Phases

NATION

OFFICIAL RECORD

Rise Set 

REGION

Past 24 hours

Total this month

Normal

Total this year

Normal

Richmond

Norfolk

Ocean City

Annapolis

Dover

Cape May

Baltimore

Charlottesville

Lexington

Washington

Virginia Beach

Kitty Hawk

Harrisburg Philadelphia

Hagerstown

Davis

OCEAN:

OCEAN:

OCEAN:

OCEAN:

Temperatures

Precipitation

for the 48 contiguous states excludes Antarctica

Yesterday's National

Snow, past 24 hours

Snow, season total

38° 3:00 p.m.

29° 1:00 a.m.

47°/31°

73° 1990

4° 1905

37° 3:00 p.m.

27° 1:00 a.m.

46°/26°

71° 1990

–5° 1979

38° 3:41 p.m.

28° 1:00 a.m.

45°/26°

70° 1990

–2° 1979

Washington  5:12 a.m. 10:37 a.m.  5:38 p.m. 11:03 p.m.

Annapolis  1:34 a.m.  7:31 a.m.  1:49 p.m.  8:01 p.m.

Ocean City  3:39 a.m.  9:52 a.m.  4:08 p.m. 10:10 p.m.

Norfolk  5:46 a.m. 11:54 a.m.  6:00 p.m. none

Point Lookout  3:32 a.m.  9:46 a.m.  4:01 p.m. 10:15 p.m.

36° 33° 53° 26° 38° 30° 37° 34° 43° 25° 39° 27°

 Sun 6:59 a.m. 5:46 p.m.

 Moon 9:14 a.m. 9:45 p.m.

 Venus 6:39 a.m. 4:54 p.m.

 Mars 10:26 a.m. 12:44 a.m.

 Jupiter 6:24 a.m. 4:34 p.m.

 Saturn 6:04 a.m. 4:02 p.m.

Feb 19

First 

Quarter

Feb 27

Full

Mar 5

Last 

Quarter

Mar 13

New

0.01"

1.56"

1.32"

3.49"

4.13"

0.2"

4.7"

Trace

1.26"

1.38"

3.14"

4.06"

0.2"

10.8"

0.02"

1.70"

1.43"

3.85"

4.48"

0.2"

9.2"

Blue Ridge: Today, cloudy, ice early, rain. High 34–38. Wind 

south 10–20 mph. Tonight, rain, snow, sleet. Low 32–36. 

Wind south 15–25 mph. Tuesday, morning showers, partly 

sunny. High 36–40. Wind west 15–25 mph. Wednesday, 

partly sunny. High 30–34.

Atlantic beaches: Today, cloudy, shower. High 40–44. 

Wind north 8–16 mph. Tonight, cloudy, rain. Low 34–42. 

Wind east 8–16 mph. Tuesday, morning rain, mostly cloudy. 

High 51–64. Wind west 7–14 mph. Wednesday, partly 

sunny. High 34–39. Wind north 6–12 mph.

Pollen: Low

Grass Low 

Trees Low 

Weeds Low 

Mold Low 

UV: Low
1 out of 11+

Air Quality: Moderate
Dominant cause: Particulates

41/38

44/42

43/37

38/34

36/33

41/29

35/32

40/36

40/34

43/42

43/41

34/30 34/31

33/28

32/27                
36/33

38°

37°

40°

42°

Waterways: Upper Potomac River: Today, cloudy, rain. Wind north–

northeast 4–8 knots. Waves a foot or less. Visibility under 2 miles 

in rain. • Lower Potomac and Chesapeake Bay: Today, cloudy, rain. 

Wind north–northeast 4–8 knots. Waves around a foot on the lower 

Potomac and on the Chesapeake Bay.• River Stages: The stage at 

Little Falls will be around 3.70 feet today, rising to 3.80 Tuesday. 

Flood stage at Little Falls is 10 feet.

Albany, NY 25/22/sn 30/10/sn

Albuquerque 34/28/s 42/23/r

Anchorage 21/19/c 29/24/sn

Atlanta 50/32/sh 41/27/c

Austin 22/7/sn 31/24/pc

Baltimore 35/32/r 51/24/r

Billings, MT 16/11/sf 25/14/sn

Birmingham 43/22/r 35/23/c

Bismarck, ND 4/–10/s 8/–3/c

Boise 40/32/c 40/24/sn

Boston 34/32/sn 38/15/r

Buffalo 26/19/sn 21/4/sn

Burlington, VT 24/18/sn 25/6/sn

Charleston, SC 58/56/c 64/37/c

Charleston, WV 31/24/sn 31/14/c

Charlotte 45/42/sh 54/29/sh

Cheyenne, WY 24/10/pc 33/11/c

Chicago 12/10/sn 21/2/sn

Cincinnati 22/14/sn 21/6/c

Cleveland 22/15/sn 18/6/sn

Dallas 14/2/c 21/18/c

Denver 24/9/pc 38/14/sn

Des Moines –1/–18/c 3/–7/pc

Detroit 18/12/sn 21/0/sn

El Paso 38/30/s 52/38/c

Fairbanks, AK 0/–5/pc 16/7/sn

Fargo, ND –6/–19/s –3/–8/pc

Hartford, CT 32/29/sn 35/10/i

Honolulu 82/69/pc 82/70/pc

Houston 26/10/i 36/29/pc

Indianapolis 17/10/sn 18/3/pc

Jackson, MS 26/11/i 30/18/c

Jacksonville, FL 74/59/r 66/43/c

Kansas City, MO 1/–14/sn 9/6/pc

Las Vegas 64/48/pc 62/42/s

Little Rock 16/3/sn 21/16/pc

Los Angeles 66/53/c 69/51/pc

Louisville 25/16/sn 24/13/c

Memphis 16/4/sn 19/15/pc

Miami 85/75/sh 82/74/t

Milwaukee 10/8/c 19/8/sn

Minneapolis –2/–14/pc 7/–4/s

Nashville 29/16/i 25/16/c

New Orleans 43/25/r 41/34/pc

New York City 35/29/i 44/21/r

Norfolk 44/42/c 64/33/r

Oklahoma City 5/–12/c 11/9/sn

Omaha –2/–21/c 1/–2/s

Orlando 84/68/pc 74/57/t

Philadelphia 34/31/i 48/24/r

Phoenix 67/51/pc 67/44/pc

Pittsburgh 25/19/sn 27/9/c

Portland, ME 30/26/sn 31/16/sn

Portland, OR 45/40/r 47/37/sh

Providence, RI 35/33/i 43/19/r

Raleigh, NC 45/43/sh 61/31/r

Reno, NV 55/31/c 45/24/s

Richmond 41/38/c 59/27/r

Sacramento 62/43/c 62/40/pc

St. Louis 8/1/sn 16/7/pc

St. Thomas, VI 84/75/pc 84/75/pc

Salt Lake City 40/32/c 37/28/sf

San Diego 64/58/pc 64/49/pc

San Francisco 60/49/r 59/45/pc

San Juan, PR 84/74/pc 85/73/pc

Seattle 44/39/r 47/37/pc

Spokane, WA 27/20/sn 31/20/sn

Syracuse 27/22/sn 26/10/sn

Tampa 80/65/pc 67/55/c

Wichita 2/–12/sf 10/7/pc

Addis Ababa 77/53/s 79/53/pc

Amsterdam 41/40/sh 48/44/r

Athens 44/35/sn 41/35/sn

Auckland 74/66/r 73/62/r

Baghdad 81/57/s 82/62/pc

Bangkok 91/77/s 91/78/pc

Beijing 42/22/s 33/14/s

Berlin 33/29/sn 40/36/sh

Bogota 66/48/sh 66/45/c

Brussels 43/41/sh 51/44/c

Buenos Aires 81/63/pc 78/63/pc

Cairo 72/54/s 60/46/pc

Caracas 70/65/pc 68/63/pc

Copenhagen 35/30/sn 36/34/sf

Dakar 77/66/pc 78/66/pc

Dublin 55/46/sh 51/42/sh

Edinburgh 50/42/sh 51/37/sh

Frankfurt 35/34/sn 45/38/c

Geneva 46/34/pc 53/39/pc

Ham., Bermuda 70/66/pc 69/66/s

Helsinki 21/17/s 26/4/sn

Ho Chi Minh City 88/69/pc 91/69/pc

Hong Kong 75/64/s 73/62/s

Islamabad 76/49/s 77/48/s

Istanbul 38/33/sf 36/32/sf

Jerusalem 57/43/s 58/37/s

Johannesburg 77/56/t 73/53/s

Kabul 66/32/s 67/33/s

Kingston, Jam. 81/76/pc 82/75/sh

Kolkata 86/61/pc 87/65/s

Lagos 89/80/t 88/78/t

Lima 79/69/c 79/68/c

Lisbon 66/55/c 63/53/c

London 56/48/sh 53/46/r

Madrid 59/37/pc 59/40/c

Manila 84/75/pc 85/74/s

Mexico City 72/45/s 72/43/s

Montreal 22/16/sn 20/3/sn

Moscow 5/–12/s 13/6/sn

Mumbai 86/72/s 85/71/s

Nairobi 80/60/pc 81/59/pc

New Delhi 79/55/pc 80/55/pc

Oslo 25/21/sn 29/21/c

Ottawa 22/13/sn 17/–2/sn

Paris 46/39/sh 53/44/r

Prague 21/18/sn 37/32/sh

Rio de Janeiro 86/75/sh 85/74/t

Riyadh 86/61/s 89/67/s

Rome 49/29/s 51/39/pc

San Salvador 86/64/s 87/67/s

Santiago 79/57/s 78/55/s

Sarajevo 34/12/pc 42/20/pc

Seoul 41/18/pc 30/14/sn

Shanghai 51/38/c 57/36/c

Singapore 87/75/pc 88/74/pc

Stockholm 23/14/pc 28/20/pc

Sydney 72/68/c 74/67/r

Taipei City 77/62/pc 78/61/pc

Tehran 66/46/s 67/56/s

Tokyo 61/46/r 56/45/s

Toronto 21/10/sn 17/–1/sn

Vienna 33/21/s 34/28/sf

Warsaw 31/16/sf 31/25/sf

Today

Cloudy, rain

Tuesday

Morning rain, 
breezy

Wednesday

Partly sunny

Thursday

Snow, sleet, 
rain i

Friday

Partly sunny, 
breezy

Saturday

Partly sunny

W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W

Statistics through 5 p.m. Sunday

Difference from 30–yr. avg. (Reagan): this month: –1.2° yr. to date: +1.4°

High: Titusville, FL 90°

Low: Ely, MN –50°

World

High: Nara, Mali 107°

Low: Kerbo, Russia –63°

Weather map features for noon today.

WIND: NE 4–8 mph

HUMIDITY: High

CHNCE PRECIP: 60%

FEELS*: 34°

W:

H:

P:

FEELS: 48°

WNW 8–16 mph

Moderate

75%

W:

H:

P:

FEELS: 37°

NNW 6–12 mph

Moderate

10%

W:

H:

P:

FEELS: 27°

NE 8–16 mph

High

80%

W:

H:

P:

FEELS: 34°

WNW 8–16 mph

Moderate

25%

W:

H:

P:

FEELS: 32°

WNW 8–16 mph

Moderate

5%

A mixed bag

Spotty pockets of drizzle linger in the 
early morning, but we’ll stay mostly 
cloudy and mostly dry for much of 
the daytime. Chilly and a bit raw, 
with highs in the upper 30s and a 

light east wind at 5 to 10 mph. Steadier rain 
develops after 5 p.m. and continues through the 
night, with lows in the mid-30s.

The Weather
W A S H I N G T O N P O S T . C O M / W E A T H E R  .  T W I T T E R :  @ C A P I T A L W E A T H E R  .  F A C E B O O K . C O M / C A P I T A L W E A T H E R

A sizable but unknown number 
of tenants have concluded that 
they will never be able to catch up 
on back rent and have left their 
homes to move in with family or 
friends — an action known in the 
industry as “self-eviction.” 

This phenomenon is evident in 
a dramatic jump in apartment 
vacancy rates — from below 
5 percent normally to between 
15 percent and 25 percent at 
present, according to Patrick 
Algyer, executive director of the 
Northern Virginia Apartment 
Association.

People “get so far behind on 
rent that they don’t know what to 
do, [so] they pack up and move,” 
Algyer said.

The high cost of housing was 
one of the region’s principal social 
ailments even before the 
coronavirus pandemic. Now the 
recession has made it worse.

Governments “need to keep the 
eviction and utility moratoria in 
place until we find a way to cancel 
the rents or have enough money 
in the city to pay what’s owed and 
keep people in their homes,” said 
Amber W. Harding, an attorney 
with the Washington Legal Clinic 
for the Homeless.

“I’ve been doing this work for 
17 years,” she added. “And this is 
probably the most worried I have 
ever been.”

robert.mccartney@washpost.com

$119 million, according to the 
National Council of State 
Housing Agencies. It estimated 
that between 7,800 and 15,800 
people were at risk of eviction 
when moratoriums end. 

Figures were not available for 
the D.C. suburbs alone, but for 
Maryland as a whole, the rent 
shortfall ranged from 
$206 million to $381 million, and 
those at risk of eviction 
numbered between 38,000 and 
71,400. In Virginia, the shortfall 
was between $266 million and 
$453 million, and between 42,800 
and 86,500 were at risk of 
eviction. 

A large number of renters who 
are eligible for help are not 
getting it for bureaucratic or 
other reasons. Many are not 
aware that aid is available or are 
wary of seeking it because they 
are undocumented immigrants. 

One hurdle is a provision that 
the federal aid approved in 
December is available only to 
those who can provide pay stubs, 
bank statements or other 
paperwork to show they meet 
requirements such as that their 
income is sufficiently low to 
qualify for aid. 

“The federal funds come with 
very high standards of 
documentation that some tenants 
simply can’t meet,” said Marian 
Siegel, executive director of 
Housing Counseling Services.  

Authorities have imposed 
temporary moratoriums that bar 
landlords from evicting tenants 
for nonpayment. An array of 
public and private programs has 
provided money to help tenants 
avoid falling too far behind on 
what they owe. 

The D.C. government offers 
assistance via the Covid-19 
Housing Assistance Program, 
Housing Stabilization Grants and 
other plans. Similar programs are 
available in Maryland. 

Still, the need for assistance 
remains. The relief bill passed by 
Congress in December included 
$25 billion in emergency rental 
assistance, but housing experts 
said that would only temporarily 
prop up a shaky status quo. 

Meanwhile, many tenants are 
falling further behind on their 
rent, and increasing numbers are 
at risk of eviction when 
moratoriums end. 

 “If there does not continue to 
be a significant outpouring of 
support from the states and 
federal government, when the 
eviction moratoriums end — and 
they will end — there will be a 
cataclysmic wave of evictions,” 
said Andrew F. Schneider, 
executive director of Arlington 
Thrive.

Said Peter Tatian, a senior 
fellow at the Urban Institute: 
“Theoretically, the assistance that 
the federal government is 
providing sort of matches up with 
where the rent shortfall is. The 
problem is the rent shortfall is a 
moving target … because we have 
a continuing economic crisis.” 

In the District, the total of 
unpaid rent in January totaled 
between $66 million and 

MEMO FROM B1

REGIONAL MEMO

Tenant support is vital, advocates say

ARLINGTON THRIVE

The nonprofit Arlington Thrive 

has helped renters stay afloat.

“The rent shortfall 

is a moving target.”
Peter Tatian, a senior fellow 

at the Urban Institute
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CAROLYN HAX

A strict aunt’s disciplining 
of her sister’s 5-year-old 
twins may hold lessons for 
the whole family. C8 

MOVIE REVIEW

In the third chapter of To 
All the Boys, audience and 
actors alike may have 
outgrown the material. C5

BOOK WORLD

Walter Mosley’s latest 
Easy Rawlins mystery 
mixes page-turning drama 
with social commentary. C3

KIDSPOST

For the first time on a 
planet besides Earth, 
scientists will try to fly a 
helicopter on Mars. C8

BY ROXANNE ROBERTS

The puzzle that is John Weaver 
comes in fragmented pieces: He’s 
described as brilliant, brooding, 
tragically flawed. And as a liar, 
cheat, predator.

The Republican political con-
sultant lived most of his life in the 
background, until last month 
when 21 men accused him of inap-
propriate, unwanted sexual texts. 
Weaver released a statement say-
ing he believed the messages were 
“consensual mutual conversa-
tions” and then came out publicly 
for the first time in his 61 years.

“The truth is that I’m gay,” he 
wrote. “And that I have a wife and 
two kids who I love. My inability 
to reconcile those two truths has 
led to this agonizing place.”

The news was a shock in elite 
political circles: Even those who 
thought they knew Weaver well 
were floored to discover his sexual 
orientation and that he had been 
approaching young men for years. 

“You could have knocked me 
over with a feather — I couldn’t 
believe it,” says Fred Davis, a GOP 
media consultant who knows 
Weaver and his family. And yet, 
there was always something mys-
terious about Weaver. “He’s a gen-
ius, but that genius comes with a 
dark cloud.”

One of his secrets was the 
 decades-long effort to hide his 
homosexuality, which could have 
been an issue in conservative cir-
cles, especially at the beginning of 
his career. Friends and colleagues 
interviewed for this article say 

they don’t care about his sexuality, 
but his texts were unacceptable: 
unsolicited and creepy, especially 

SEE WEAVER ON C4

Weaver’s 
quiet rise 
before a  
public fall

The words spoken 
on the Senate 
floor over the past 
few days were 
almost 
innumerable. But 
the ones that 
stayed with me 
through the 

second impeachment trial of 
Donald Trump were among the 
very first ones uttered.

“Democracy needs a ground to 
stand upon — and that ground is 
the truth,” lead House 
impeachment manager Jamie 
Raskin said in his opening 
statement, quoting his father, the 
political activist Marcus Raskin. 

This Senate trial would not be 
a contest among lawyers, or 
between political parties, said 
the Maryland Democrat, who led 
the prosecuting team trying to 
make the case that the 45th 
president had incited the Jan. 6 
attack on the Capitol.

 No, the trial would be, and 
should be, “a moment of truth 
for America.”

As it turned out, truth was 
perfectly well served in the trial, 
at least on one side. Raskin and 
the other House managers made 
an irrefutable case. It was so 
irrefutable that even the former 
president’s greatest enabler, 
Senate Republican leader Mitch 
McConnell, admitted what the 
facts were: that Trump was 
“practically and morally 
responsible” for the insurrection.

But the truth wasn’t enough. 
It should be no surprise. After 

all, one of the hallmarks of the 
Trump administration — along 
with a penchant for cruelty and 
an endless font of self-dealing — 
was the lying. 

From Day One’s “alternative 
facts” about the size of the 2017 

SEE SULLIVAN ON C2

Culture of 
lying made 
conviction 
impossible

Margaret 
Sullivan

BY EMILY YAHR 

AND LISA BONOS

Less than a week after “The 
Bachelor” host Chris Harrison de-
fended a contestant accused of 
racially insensitive social media 
posts, he announced that he will 
be “stepping aside for a period of 
time,” including the upcoming 
season finale’s “After the Final 
Rose” special.

“My ignorance did damage to 
my friends, colleagues and strang-
ers alike. I have no one to blame 
but myself for what I said and the 
way I spoke,” he wrote in a lengthy 
statement on Instagram on Satur-
day. “By excusing historical rac-
ism, I defended it . . . I am 
ashamed over how uninformed I 
was. I was so wrong.”

On Feb. 9, Harrison sat down 
for an interview with “Extra” cor-
respondent Rachel Lindsay, a for-
mer franchise star who was the 
first Black Bachelorette in the 
show’s history in 2017. They start-
ed discussing the controversy sur-
rounding current “Bachelor” Sea-
son 25 contestant Rachael Kirk-
connell, whose recently un-
earthed social media history 

revealed that she had “liked” a 
post with friends posing in front of 
a Confederate flag; shared an Ins-
tagram post containing language 
that echoed the QAnon extremist 
ideology; and attended an “Old 
South” antebellum-themed soror-
ity party in college. Kirkconnell is 
still in the running and competing 
to win the affection of Matt James, 
who is the first Black lead of “The 
Bachelor.”

Shortly after Harrison’s inter-
view with Lindsay aired, Kirkcon-
nell wrote an apology on Insta-
gram: “I didn’t recognize how of-
fensive and racist my actions 
were, but that doesn’t excuse 
them. My age or when it happened 
does not excuse anything. They 
are not acceptable or okay in any 
sense. I was ignorant, but my igno-
rance was racist.”

But at the time of the “Extra” 
interview, when Lindsay brought 
up the allegations about Kirkcon-
nell, Harrison went on the defen-
sive, saying, “The woke police is 
out there, and this poor girl Ra-
chael has just been thrown to the 
lions.” He added that he hadn’t 
spoken to Kirkconnell about it yet 

SEE HARRISON ON C2

Host of ‘The Bachelor’ to step aside after ‘uninformed’ interview

CRAIG SJODIN/ABC

Longtime host Chris Harrison talks with Matt James, the first Black lead of “The Bachelor.” Harrison’s 

recent comments and what many considered his condescending tone sparked outrage from fans.

BY EMILY YAHR

You won’t find the full story of what happened in 
country music in the video posted to TMZ on Feb. 2, which 
showed Morgan Wallen, one of the genre’s biggest stars, 
yelling the n-word outside his home. You won’t find it in 
the carefully crafted corporate statements from radio 
companies and his record label and talent agency, who 
dropped his music, indefinitely suspended his recording 
contract and removed him from their rosters.

You can find it, however, in the comments on an 
Instagram post from a Nashville music executive describ-
ing Wallen as someone who is “maybe a little ignorant” 
and “lost his fight with alcohol” but “doesn’t deserve this.” 
Country stars who didn’t publicly condemn his slur 
“liked” the post and filled the comment section with 
hearts.

You can also find it in the iTunes and Billboard charts, 
where sales of Wallen’s music have soared as fans cry 
“cancel culture” and insist they will support him. You can 
find it in the reactions from Black country singers, who 
are deeply pained but unsurprised by Wallen’s actions and 
the quick calls for forgiveness, as artists of color have been 

SEE COUNTRY ON C3

Before a bridge, the same sad chorus
Racial slur confirmed stereotypes about country music, while historic coming-out defied them

TERRY WYATT/GETTY IMAGES FOR CMA

JASON KEMPIN/GETTY IMAGES FOR CMA

TOP: Morgan Wallen was punished  after a video showed him using 

the n-word, but he garnered support from those decrying “cancel 

culture.” ABOVE: T.J. Osborne, seen at left with his brother John, 

came out as gay, receiving supportive comments from the industry.
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Change.org petition called on ABC 
and Warner Bros. to cast a person 
of color in the lead role, hire more 
crew members of color and give 
contestants of color screen time 
that’s comparable to that of White 
contestants.

Lindsay also threatened to stop 
working with Bachelor Nation, 
saying the culture surrounding 
the shows “perpetuates and mir-
rors exactly what is wrong in our 
society and [continues] to play 
into an audience that is willing to 
accept it, and I’m tired of it.” She 
also suggested she was tired of 
feeling as though the franchise 
doesn’t have her back. “There have 
been a number of times that con-
testants have done racist things or 
said it and the franchise is com-
pletely silent on it . . . I’m sick of 
pretending that I’m fine with it.”

Shortly after Lindsay’s com-
ments in June, James was an-
nounced as “The Bachelor’s” first 
Black lead. Harrison agreed to 
step down only after Lindsay 
made public her frustrations with 
his initial response to the unearth-
ing of Kirkconnell’s social media 
posts.

In Kirkconnell’s apology, she 
said she would do better: “I want 
to put my energy toward prevent-
ing people from making the same 
offensive mistakes that I made in 
the first place, and I hope I can 
prove this to you going forward.”

emily.yahr@washpost.com 

lisa.bonos@washpost.com

indefinitely.
“To the Black community, to the 

BIPOC community: I am so sorry. 
My words were harmful. I am lis-
tening, and I truly apologize for 
my ignorance and any pain it 
caused you,” he wrote. “I am so 
grateful to those who have 
reached out to help me on my path 
to anti-racism.”

“This historic season of ‘The 
Bachelor’ should not be marred or 
overshadowed by my mistakes or 
diminished by my actions,” he 
added.

For years, ABC and its produc-
tion company, Warner Bros., have 
been criticized for their lack of 
diversity in casting and in how 
contestants of color are treated on 
the show. In 2012, two Black men 
who applied for “The Bachelor-
ette” (and were not chosen) ac-
cused the show of discriminating 
against people of color. Their suit 
was dismissed. Former Bachelor-
ette Lindsay saw disparities be-
tween the treatment of her season 
finale and that of the next Bache-
lorette, Kufrin, who is White. “I 
was placed on display for three 
hours and labeled an angry Black 
female,” Lindsay said, after Ku-
frin’s 2018 finale.

This past summer, as Black 
Lives Matter protests erupted 
around the country, prompting a 
racial reckoning throughout 
American culture, the Whiteness 
of Bachelor shows was again put 
under the microscope. A 

speak on her own behalf. What I 
now realize I have done is cause 
harm by wrongly speaking in a 
manner that perpetuates racism, 
and for that I am so deeply sorry.” 
As of Saturday, he announced that 
he will step aside from the show 

elorette” star Becca Kufrin.)
The following day, Harrison is-

sued an apology after seeing the 
backlash: “While I do not speak for 
Rachael Kirkconnell, my inten-
tions were simply to ask for grace 
in offering her an opportunity to 

Harrison said. “And again, I’m not 
defending Rachael. I just know 
that, I don’t know, 50 million peo-
ple did that in 2018. That was a 
type of party that a lot of people 
went to.”

As Lindsay continued to ex-
plain the issue, Harrison kept urg-
ing “grace and understanding” for 
Kirkconnell, whom he argued was 
an 18-year-old college student at 
the time who didn’t have the un-
derstanding to tell her friends: 
“Guys, it’s not really that woke that 
we’re here.”

Harrison’s comments and what 
many considered his condescend-
ing tone sparked outrage from 
fans. On her podcast “Higher 
Learning” with co-host Van La-
than later in the week, Lindsay 
said that she was “exhausted” by 
the diversity issues in the fran-
chise, which she has spoken out 
against for years. “I can’t take it 
anymore,” she said, adding that 
she would stop working with the 
franchise once her contract is up. 
(She also hosts a Bachelor-spon-
sored podcast with former “Bach-

but said it was “unbelievably 
alarming” to watch people online 
“tearing this girl’s life apart and 
diving into her parents and her 
parents’ voting record,” as well as 
her social media posts.

“I saw a picture of her at a 
sorority party five years ago, and 
that’s it. Like, boom. Like, ‘Okay. 
Well, this girl is in this book now. 
And she’s now in this group.’ And 
I’m like, really?” Harrison said.

“Well, the picture was from 
2018 at an Old South antebellum 
party. So that’s not a good look,” 
Lindsay said.

“Well, Rachel, is it a good look in 
2018? Or is it not a good look in 
2021?” Harrison argued. “Because 
there’s a big difference.”

“It’s not a good look ever,” Lind-
say told him. “Because she’s cel-
ebrating the Old South. If I were at 
that party, what would I repre-
sent?”

“I don’t disagree with you. 
You’re 100 percent right in 2021. 
That was not the case in 2018,” 
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Chris Harrison apologizes for ‘speaking in a manner that perpetuates racism’

CRAIG SJODIN/ABC

Bachelor Matt James with contestant Rachael Kirkconnell, who 

has been accused of racially insensitive social media posts.

getting a full spectrum of 
opinion, but, really, they’re 
getting one opinion 
reverberating. And it’s so 
disconnected from reality.”

So disconnected from reality 
that when reality manages to 
intrude — in the form of 
undeniable facts, timelines, 
videos and presidential tweets — 
there’s nothing to do but deny it 
as outrageous and either look for 
an escape hatch or go on the 
attack.

That happened in the trial 
itself, as Trump’s defense lawyers 
channeled him with repeated 
false claims, including that 
President Biden never 
condemned the violence that 
accompanied some of the 
(largely peaceful) racial-justice 
protests last summer.

And then there was this 
whopper offered by defense 
lawyer Michael van der Veen, 
who said the Jan. 6 insurrection 
was “premeditated by ‘fringe left 
and right groups.’ ”

That’s nonsense, CNN’s Daniel 
Dale wrote on Twitter: “It was an 
insurrection of Trump 
supporters, including far-right 
groups. Some participants have 
oddball political pasts, but no 
evidence left-fringe groups 
planned anything.”

Where does this all leave us?
I’m hopeful enough to think 

that the sheer amount of truth 
that was hammered home over 
the days of the trial will matter. 
(How can anyone watch the 
video compilation that opened 
the House managers’ 
presentation and not get it?)

I’m optimistic enough to 
wonder whether McConnell’s 
post-trial statements, self-
serving and hypocritical as they 
were, might sink in with some 
Americans.

 And I’m still idealistic enough 
to think that the courage of the 
seven Republican senators who 
did overcome partisanship to 
vote their consciences could 
make a difference.

Maybe, even though the truth 
didn’t prevail, some of it 
managed to see the light of day. 
Enough, perhaps, to give 
America’s democracy some 
ground to stand on.
margaret.sullivan@washpost.com

For more by Margaret Sullivan, visit 

wapo.st/sullivan

inaugural crowd, Trumpian 
falsehoods became nothing short 
of routine.  They were generously 
ladled out by a president, his 
spokespeople and his 
administration — and then 
repeated and amplified by his 
many helpers in the MAGA 
mediasphere, led by those at Fox 
News. 

There were tens of thousands 
of these falsehoods, so many that 
last October, shortly before the 
election, the indefatigable 
Washington Post’s Fact Checker 
team threw up its hands.

“As President Trump entered 
the final stretch of the election 
season, he began making more 
than 50 false or misleading 
claims a day. It’s only gotten 
worse — so much so that the Fact 
Checker team cannot keep up,” 
they wrote.

This onslaught culminated in 
the Big Lie that undergirded the 
Jan. 6 insurrection: That the 
election was rigged — stolen, in 
fact. And that something had to 
be done about it. 

It was this pervasive culture of 
lying that made it politically 
untenable for so many 
Republican senators, in the end, 
to vote their underdeveloped 
consciences. The muscles had 
atrophied, if they ever existed.

For if they voted to convict, 
their constituents — far from 
giving them credit for doing 
their patriotic duty — would turn 
on them. Perhaps viciously. 
Perhaps violently. And with the 
incitement, no doubt, of the 
twice-impeached president.

Days before the verdict, Sen. 
Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) forecast 
the inevitable. He said that 
Trump would be acquitted on a 
technicality, what he called “an 
easy gate out”: the misbegotten 
notion that it’s unconstitutional 
to hold an impeachment trial 
after a president has left office.

“Why did so many of my 
colleagues need this easy escape 
hatch?” he asked. “They needed 
it because their base has been 
listening to what President 
Trump called ‘Trump media . . .’ ”

Merkley aptly described to 
MSNBC’s Nicolle Wallace a 
media bubble of far-right radio 
talk shows, cable television and 
social media feeds:

“They may think they’re 
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MARGARET SULLIVAN

Big Lie pushed the GOP
 to find an escape hatch

U.S. SENATE TV/REUTERS

Lead House impeachment manager Jamie B. Raskin, a Maryland 

Democrat, closes out the prosecution’s presentation Thursday. 
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BLOOD GROVE

By Walter 
Mosley
Mullholland. 
336 pp. $27.

oranges in the San Fernando 
Valley, a place he retreats to 
when his nerves and nightmares 
get too bad. In the middle of the 
night, Craig heard a woman 
screaming and he ran to a dilapi-
dated cabin nearby where he 
found a Black man wielding a 
knife at a White woman who was 
tied to a tree. Craig says he 
wrested the knife away and, by 
accident, stabbed the Black man. 
Then, someone came from be-
hind and knocked Craig out cold. 
When Craig awoke, he was alone. 
He needs to know if he killed the 
man and if the woman is okay.

There are plenty of reasons 
Easy should turn down this case. 
Craig’s memory is clearly unreli-
able and the racial identities of 
those involved are, as always, a 
potentially dangerously compli-
cating factor. Nevertheless, Easy 
agrees to investigate for one 
overriding reason: He and Craig 
are both combat veterans. “Be-
cause of that bloody history 
Craig Kilian was as much my 
brother in blood as any black 
man in the U.S. I had to help him 
because I could see his pain in 
my mirror.” 

asked.
“I’m on a desert island, and 

even though it looks like you are 
too, really where you washed up 
is a peninsula. . . . 

“If I set out on my way looking 
for food and water, company, or 
just a different view, all I’ll do is 
walk in a circle and end up back 
where I started — looking at you. 
But you take the same walk on 
your side, you will end up back in 
the bosom of America; hot dog 
stands, beautiful women, and 
enough drugs that you’ll forget 
that shipwreck and the time it 
seemed like we were in the same 
jam.”

The central mystery in “Blood 
Grove” — as in all the Easy 
Rawlins books — is as much 
about the brazen contradictions 
of American society as it is about 
what happened in that orange 
grove one night. But that mys-
tery turns out to be pretty grip-
ping, too.

bookworld@washpost.com

Maureen Corrigan, who is the 

book critic for the NPR program, 

“Fresh Air,” teaches literature at 

Georgetown University.

What ensues is the aforemen-
tioned Tilt-a-Whirl of a careen-
ing plot, but throughout “Blood 
Grove,” Mosley also summons up 
images of places that linger: a 
hole-in-the-wall bar frequented 
by vets called “Little Anzio,” the 
Dragon’s Eye strip club, that 
eerie blood orange grove, and the 
fantastical round tower of a 
house — high above Los Angeles 
and accessible only by funicular 
— where Easy lives with his 
daughter, Feather. The adoles-
cent Feather is adopted, and one 
of the array of subplots concerns 
the sudden appearance of Feath-
er’s biological uncle, Milo Gar-
net, who is White and a hippie. 
At one point, Milo pontificates to 
Easy in an attempt to bond. But 
Easy schools the dreamy Milo on 
the enduring hard realities of 
race in America:

“The way I see it is that you’n 
me were both in a shipwreck and 
we got washed up on opposite 
shores. Not far apart, maybe only 
a quarter mile or so, but the 
waters between are shark infest-
ed. . . . We’re both stranded but 
there’s one big difference.”

“What’s that?” Milo Garnet 

mystery master.
Since its debut in 1990, the 

Easy Rawlins series has charted a 
social history of Los Angeles, 
particularly focusing on shifting 
(or not) racial attitudes. “Devil in 
a Blue Dress” opened in a post-
World War II Los Angeles when 
fate pushes Easy, an out-of-work 
Black Army vet, into his profes-
sion as a private investigator. 
The series has been advancing 
sporadically ever since. “Blood 
Grove,” the 15th Easy Rawlins 
novel, takes place in the much 
mythologized summer of 1969. 
In the opening scene, Easy, who 
now owns his own detective 
agency, looks out his office win-
dow and watches the “long-
haired hippies” next door as they 
tend to whatever illegal sub-
stances they’re growing in their 
backyard nursery.

In traditional hard-boiled 
fashion, the novel finds Easy 
alone in his office when trouble 
walks in. The prospective client 
is a young White man, a trauma-
tized Vietnam vet named Craig 
Kilian, with a strange story to 
tell. A few nights earlier, Craig 
was camping in a grove of blood 

BY MAUREEN CORRIGAN

There comes a moment in 
every Easy Rawlins mystery I’ve 
read where I realize I have no 
idea what’s going on. The plot 
picks up speed, becoming a hec-
tic Tilt-a-Whirl ride where dead 
bodies, cold-stone killers, 
femmes fatales, crooked cops 
and lost spaces in Los Angeles 
whiz by at top velocity. It’s at this 
moment — when I’m most exas-
perated with Walter Mosley as a 
writer — that I’m also most 
admiring. Because, once again, I 
realize that I don’t care all that 
much that I can’t keep track of 
what’s going on — no more than I 
care that I can’t keep track of 
what’s going on in “The Maltese 
Falcon,” “The Big Sleep” or “Cot-
ton Comes to Harlem.”

Like his influences Hammett, 
Chandler and Himes, Mosley 
wants readers to be immersed in 
the chaos of evil. The ability to 
simultaneously keep us readers 
in confusion and in thrall marks 
Mosley — winner of the National 
Book Foundation’s 2020 Medal 
for Distinguished Contribution 
to American Letters — as a 

BOOK WORLD

New Easy Rawlins book is a masterful mix of mystery and social commentary

MARCIA WILSON

Mystery writer Walter Mosley is 

skilled at keeping readers in 

confusion and in thrall.

yond a brief apology statement 
sent to TMZ.

 “I do understand why some 
people’s positions were, ‘No, we 
don’t need to talk to him about 
anything, he has every resource 
imaginable to him at his finger-
tips,’ ” she said. “I also under-
stand that if we are not having 
the conversation, the people who 
are doing the wrong are still 
making justifications for doing 
the wrong . . . and there are some 
people who honestly don’t know 
what the wrong is.” 

(In his recent apology video, 
Wallen said that he “accepted 
some invitations from some 
amazing Black organizations, 
some executives and leaders, to 
engage in some very real and 
honest conversations,” and that 
their “kindness really inspired 
me to dig deeper on how to do 
something about this.”)

The idea of “boys will be boys” 
has excused similar behavior by 
male country stars for years. 
Wallen had evaded scrutiny and 
consequences before when his 
actions spilled out into the pub-
lic, including an arrest at Kid 
Rock’s bar and being disinvited 
from (and then reinvited to) “Sat-
urday Night Live” for violating 
pandemic safety measures. 

“The question now is: Is there 
now a liability attached to some-
one like a Morgan Wallen?” Vic-
toria said. “Someone who keeps 
screwing up, someone who keeps 
failing upward in spite of his 
behavior? I think the question 
here isn’t ‘Will it change minds?’ 
It’s ‘Will he be held account-
able?’ ”

 Once again, it is an Instagram 
post that may be the most telling. 
Rakiyah Marshall, who runs a 
publishing and artist develop-
ment company at Back Blocks 
Music and is in a relationship 
with Seth England, Wallen’s rec-
ord label co-founder, recently 
posted an Instagram photo that 
showed her hugging Wallen. 
Marshall, one of a small number 
of Black country music execu-
tives in Nashville, described the 
singer as “a little ignorant, for 
sure makes a lot of mistakes, may 
need a little extra love & care, has 
lost his fight with alcohol, but by 
no means is a racist,” adding he 
“has a lot to learn about his 
missteps and it’s going to take a 
while. He is not perfect nor does 
he get a pass for his reckless 
behavior. But he does not deserve 
this and I’ll stand by that.” 

England co-signed the post in 
a comment, as did country stars 
such as Lauren Alaina and Jim-
mie Allen, who posted a heart 
emoji, while singers including 
Lambert and Dustin Lynch 
“liked” it. A similar post from 
Wallen’s sister also earned sup-
port. But both posts led to critical 
comments, considering that Wal-
len barely had had time to absorb 
any of the consequences.

That’s because there’s also a 
sense of inevitability for a Wallen 
comeback down the road. One 
artist manager predicted that the 
standing ovation the musician 
eventually receives will make the 
ovation Carrie Underwood got 
for returning to the spotlight 
after a facial injury “seem like a 
golf clap.”

“Everyone is so concerned this 
is permanent, but that’s not real-
ly how it works here,” Tackett 
said. “If he understands why 
what happened was such a bad 
thing, and if he shows some work 
on himself, then Nashville will 
very much forgive him. Because 
that’s how this town is.”

emily.yahr@washpost.com

demned Wallen have said they 
don’t think he should lose his 
career. They feel the right move is 
for him to take a step back and 
spend time educating himself 
about the origins of racist lan-
guage and, consequently, his 
harmful behavior.

At a previously scheduled 
Zoom conference held by Nash-
ville Music Equality, speakers 
stressed that although Wallen 
may have gotten the headlines, 
his actions spoke to a much 
bigger problem: the creation of 
an environment that led him to 
casually toss off the slur in the 
first place. Ultimately, Wallen is 
just a snapshot of the racial 
issues in the genre, and it’s un-
clear whether this lightning-rod 
moment can have any effect un-
less people — specifically, White 
people in the industry who tend 
to avoid these topics — do the 
work to learn from it.

Sheryl Guinn, president of the 
Nashville chapter of the NAACP, 
said during the panel that she 
received backlash after she invit-
ed Wallen to have a conversation, 
as some thought she was offering 
forgiveness to someone who had 
not yet shown real remorse be-

industry, force country music to 
finally address its deep racial 
issues? 

It’s questionable: As soon as 
Wallen’s music disappeared from 
radio playlists — an abrupt turn-
around, as he was one of the 
most-played country artists — 

fans started rallying in opposi-
tion to “cancel culture,” a popular 
conservative catchphrase that 
also glosses over actual issues. 
Some bought his music in pro-
test. On Feb. 5, Rolling Stone 
reported Wallen’s digital album 
sales rose 1,220 percent. 

But even those who con-

relieved to be able to amplify a 
story centered on a positive jour-
ney — and he thinks “it really is 
reflective of who country music is 
and what it’s becoming.” 

A publicist for the Brothers 
Osborne did not return a request 
for comment, but the duo’s Twit-
ter account posted a statement 
the day the Time profile pub-
lished: “Words can’t describe the 
immense amount of love we feel 
today,” they wrote. “This world, 
as imperfect as it may be, is 
beautiful at its core and our 
collective open minds/hearts are 
what make anything possible.”

T
he reaction to Osborne 
from fellow country stars 
was markedly different 

from the response to Wallen — 
which was one of near-silence, 
aside from a few acts such as 
Maren Morris, Kelsea Ballerini 
and Mickey Guyton. Though not 
particularly surprising — coun-
try singers are advised not to 
criticize one another on social 
media — it cast doubt over a 
common question being raised 
now: Will the events, which saw 
an unusually forceful reaction 
from radio and other parts of the 

speak publicly.
Then another side of the coun-

try music industry revealed itself, 
even as Wallen headlines en-
gulfed news coverage, when a 
second major story broke: T.J. 
Osborne, of the Grammy-nomi-
nated duo Brothers Osborne, 
came out as gay in a Time maga-
zine profile. He’s now the only 
openly gay singer signed to a 
major country label.

Loving, supportive comments 
poured forth from country stars 
and the industry, which was an 
encouraging sign to those who 
say that country music is more 
liberal than it gets credit for. It 
also showed that the genre em-
ploys people eager for the format 
to evolve — even if it has a long 
way to go.

“I just really hope that with 
those two stories on that day, we 
look back in 20 years . . . and say 
it’s the day that Nashville at least 
began to look at itself in a way 
that’s honest and true,” said song-
writer Bonnie J. Baker. She loves 
the genre but said she has grown 
increasingly disturbed by the 
town’s unwillingness to acknowl-
edge its flaws, suppressing any-
one who doesn’t fit into the 
White, heteronormative mold. 
She’s married to a woman, and 
although she has never felt the 
need to hide, she has always 
quietly accepted that it is best not 
to speak up or rock the boat.

“It’s the ‘not wanting to rock 
the boat’ that is the cancer that 
we have, and I can’t live this way,” 
Baker said. “We have to start 
having more courage.”

S
hortly after Osborne’s Time 
profile published, country 
acts such as Miranda Lam-

bert, Dan + Shay, Dierks Bentley 
and Little Big Town celebrated 
the announcement. “I want to get 
to the height of my career being 
completely who I am,” Osborne 
told the magazine. “I mean, I am 
who I am, but I’ve kept a part of 
me muted, and it’s been stifling.”

The profile, which included 
supportive words from his broth-
er and music partner, John Os-
borne, as well as his close friend 
Kacey Musgraves, moved many 
in the industry who saw the 
Wallen headlines and were re-
lieved that they could focus on a 
piece of good news instead. While 
Osborne’s personal life wasn’t a 
secret in Nashville circles, they 
were thrilled that he finally felt as 
though he could speak about it 
openly, even with country music’s 
tendency to cater to its conserva-
tive fans.

“I’ve had friends that have lost 
record deals because people 
found out they were gay,” said 
singer-songwriter Cheley Tack-
ett. “So to see T.J. be embraced 
and everyone applaud that, it’s 
revelatory.” 

Popular CMT radio host Cody 
Alan came out several years ago 
and frequently hears from fans 
who say, “I’m gay, and it feels like 
there’s no one like me in country 
music.” That has broken his 
heart, he said, and he always 
wondered whether a contempo-
rary country singer would ever 
feel comfortable sharing their 
own story.

“To see that day happen . . .  for 
me personally, was just a beauti-
ful yet jaw-dropping sort of mo-
ment, and one that I think I’d 
waited for a long, long time,” Alan 
said.

He said there was a sharp 
sense of disappointment that 
Wallen overshadowed Osborne’s 
historic moment in the spotlight, 
but at the same time, he was 

marginalized within the format 
for decades.

“The system is set up for White 
boys like him to succeed, and to 
have a platform the size and 
reach that he enjoys,” said singer-
songwriter Adia Victoria. “I think 
of so many talented Black artists 
I know here in Nashville, who 
aren’t able to get their foot in the 
door or aren’t able to make a 
viable career, solely because the 
market is not there for them.”

You have to go beyond the 
headlines, because even though 
country music prides itself on 
straightforward storytelling, the 
industry has long urged silence 
when it comes to anything con-
troversial. Artists are cautioned 
early in their careers that if they 
don’t want to alienate fans, they 
should stay quiet about hot-but-
ton issues. Most of them abide by 
this rule, as do the town’s execu-
tives. 

On Wednesday night, Wallen 
spoke at length for the first time 
about the incident, releasing a 
five-minute apology video to You-
Tube. He said the TMZ video was 
taken when he was “on hour 72 of 
72 of a bender,” and that he had 
been sober for nine days and 
counting as he’s spent time apol-
ogizing to people he let down. 
“This week I heard firsthand 
some personal stories from Black 
people that honestly shook me, 
and I know what I’m going 
through this week doesn’t com-
pare to some of the trials I heard 
about from them,” he said. He 
also asked his fans to refrain 
from defending him as he works 
to learn from his mistakes.

Behind closed doors this week, 
discussions about Wallen have 
dominated Zoom meetings, calls 
and group chats as managers and 
publicists had urgent conversa-
tions with their singers. Industry 
staffers, songwriters and artists, 
most of whom declined to speak 
on the record to The Washington 
Post because of the sensitivity of 
the issue, described a “monu-
mental day” as they watched the 
Wallen story unfold.

“To see it all happen, the rea-
son it happened, I think it was a 
shock wave in Nashville,” said 
Leslie Fram, CMT’s senior vice 
president of music strategy.

There was surprise at the 
quick consequences for the sing-
er — who has consistently es-
caped repercussions for misbe-
havior — and particularly the 
immediate removal of his music 
from radio. (Some saw the news 
and assumed it would be 
shrugged off.) There was also 
sadness over how the incident 
confirms stereotypes about coun-
try music being uneducated and 
intolerant. Embarrassment 
about how this reflects on the 
format and the persistent lack of 
diversity. Fear over what other 
stories might be lurking out 
there. And, of course, skepticism 
over whether anything will actu-
ally change in a genre that resists 
change at every turn.

Local radio stations are al-
ready feeling pressure to add 
Wallen back into the rotation 
after complaints from listeners, 
and his record label’s “indefinite 
suspension” remains vague. 

“I just wish I believed that all 
actions being taken are intended 
to be punitive, instead of saving 
the involved parties from getting 
yelled at themselves,” said one 
manager who works with Nash-
ville artists, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity because 
the person was not authorized to 

COUNTRY FROM C1

Nashville (mostly) gets back to hemmin’ and hawin’
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John Osborne, left, and T.J. Osborne of Brothers Osborne perform in Detroit in 2019. After T.J.’s 

announcement earlier this month, he is the only openly gay singer signed to a major country label.
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CMT radio host Cody Alan, seen in 2019, came out several years ago and always wondered whether a 

contemporary country singer would ever feel comfortable sharing their own story.

“It’s the ‘not wanting to 

rock the boat’ that is the 

cancer that we have, 

and I can’t live this 

way.”
Bonnie J. Baker, a songwriter, 

on Nashville’s unwillingness 

to confront its flaws
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class outside professional to re-
view Mr. Weaver’s tenure with the 
organization and to establish 
both accountability and best prac-
tices going forward.”

Late Friday, Schmidt an-
nounced he had resigned from the 
board of the Lincoln Project “to 
make room for the appointment 
of a female board member” amid 
reports not only about Weaver but 
also internal chaos and infight-
ing. In his statement, he said he 
had been sexually abused as a 
child and shared his rage at his 
former colleague: “I detest John 
Weaver in a way I can’t articulate.”

One baffling aspect of the story 
is why Weaver would risk his fam-
ily and career to approach strang-
ers on Twitter with unsolicited 
sexual offers. Yes, he was a closet-
ed gay man. But using such a 
public forum was reckless, at best, 
and the success of the Lincoln 
Project — with the ensuing spot-
light on all the founders — made 
the risk much greater. And as New 
York Magazine reported, two men 
allege they received suggestive 
texts from Weaver before Lincoln 
Project internships. Weaver was 
playing with dynamite in one 
hand and a match in the other. 

Why was he able to go unde-
tected for so long? His unwanted 
behavior took place primarily out-
side an established workplace, 
and there has been no criminal 
behavior charged so far. Plus, Car-
en Goldberg, an expert witness in 
workplace harassment litigation, 
notes, “Men who are harassed, 
regardless of their own sexual 
orientation, don’t tend to report” 

it as often as women who are 
harassed do (though as a general 
rule, victims of harassment rarely 
report it).

Weaver’s career as a political 
consultant is over, which may be 
the least of his concerns. But he 
left with one last cryptic rejoin-
der.

“While I am taking full respon-
sibility for the inappropriate mes-
sages and conversations, I want to 
state clearly that the other smears 
being leveled at me by Donald 
Trump’s enablers as a way to get 
back at the Lincoln Project for our 
principled stand for democracy 
are categorically false and outra-
geous,” he wrote in his statement. 
“I hope that by telling this truth at 
long last my family and I can move 
forward.’’

roxanne.roberts@washpost.com

dential campaign experience and 
extensive media contacts. The 
board, aware of his reputation for 
messy finances, decided he would 
have no role in management or 
access to the money side of the 
organization.

To the surprise of almost every-
one involved, the Lincoln Project 
took off. The ads attacking Trump 
were unsparing, and widely 
shared on social media. Demo-
crats and money flooded what 
was suddenly an influential polit-
ical action committee.

 So did attacks on all the found-
ers, veterans of Republican cam-
paigns with plenty of enemies — 
especially from supporters of 
Trump who were furious at what 
they considered to be the ultimate 
betrayal. During the summer, ac-
cording to Schmidt’s account, the 
group picked up online chatter 
saying Weaver was gay. Schmidt 
then called Weaver simply to let 
him know the rumor was floating 
around and he should be aware in 
case it went public. Weaver told 
him the rumor was not true.

Shortly after that conversation, 
Weaver had a heart attack — at 
least, that’s what friends were told 

— and went on medical leave. He 
never came back.

The American Conservative 
broke the story about the texts last 
month, before the New York 
Times report citing 21 accusers. 
Schmidt says the organization 
learned about the accusations at 
that time along with the rest of the 
public — and immediately cut 
ties.

“John Weaver led a secret life 
that was built on a foundation of 
deception at every level,” reads a 
Lincoln Project statement. “. . . 
We extend our deepest sympa-
thies to those who were targeted 
by his deplorable and predatory 
behavior. We are disgusted and 
outraged that someone in a posi-
tion of power and trust would use 
it for these means.”

But the Washington Blade, the 
Associated Press, the 19th and 
New York magazine, citing un-
named sources, reported this 
week that some Lincoln Project 
leaders were aware of the rumors 
last year. Six former staffers de-
manded to be released from non-
disclosure agreements to discuss 
Weaver, the New York Times re-
ported.

On Thursday, the group an-
nounced it is hiring “a best-in-

closeted gay man. Typically, in 
this world of dirty tricks and back-
stabbing, someone would have 
leaked that information. “Weav-
er’s enemies delight in exposing 
that kind of stuff,” says Jason 
Zengerle, who wrote the Politico 
story. The fact that they didn’t 
suggests Weaver’s sexuality really 
was a deeply held secret.

His health, however, was a 
source of frequent speculation. 
Weaver was beset by cancer and 
heart issues, but to campaign 
staffers those illnesses sometimes 
appeared to be a convenient ex-
cuse for Weaver to skip meetings 
and anything else he didn’t feel 
like attending. “He was the boy 
who cried wolf,” says one col-
league. 

By 2015, he was healthy enough 
to sign up for Kasich’s presiden-
tial campaign. That job also fal-
tered, and Weaver was looking for 
his next one.

It was around this time, accord-
ing to the New York Times, that 
Weaver began texting his Twitter 
followers.

W
eaver joined the Lincoln 
Project in late 2019, as 
one of eight Republican 

co-founders dedicated to the 
proposition that Trump was a 
threat to the republic. The open-
ing salvo came in a New York 
Times op-ed written by Weaver, 
George Conway, Steve Schmidt 
and Rick Wilson, spoiling to take 
on the president and his enablers. 

Weaver, says Schmidt, was 
asked to join because of his presi-

for John Kerry’s 2004 campaign 
and was back working for Mc-
Cain’s next presidential bid by 
2007. But he lost an internal battle 
with another consultant on the 
campaign and was soon back on 
the street. 

Weaver, despite commanding 
top-dollar consulting fees, was 
“always broke,” according to sev-
eral colleagues. He borrowed 
money from friends but never 
paid it back. (In 2013, Texas bil-
lionaire T. Boone Pickens took 
Weaver to court for an unpaid 
loan of $125,000; Weaver said it 
was a misunderstanding and re-
paid the money.) Yes, there was a 
divorce from his first wife and 
ongoing medical bills, but his 
empty pockets were another mys-
tery. 

Thus commenced a series of 
uncomfortable partings with can-
didates (including Ambassador 
Jon Huntsman in his presidential 
bid and Michigan Gov. Rick Sny-
der) who paid Weaver large 
amounts of money and then al-
leged financial irregularities, 
which Weaver denied, according 
to a 2015 Politico profile. The 
major consultants can make 
$1 million a year, and Weaver 
negotiated big bucks with little 
oversight. He was famous for dis-
appearing and not returning 
calls. The rap is that he sought out 
weak candidates with deep pock-
ets — but, then again, failed cam-
paigns have plenty of blame to go 
around.

In the midst of all of this, there 
was no hint that Weaver was a 

requires no degree or license,” 
says a Republican consultant who 
has worked on campaigns with 
Weaver and who, like others inter-
viewed for this story, spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to speak 
frankly about their former col-
league. “There are no regulations. 
All you have to do to be a political 
consultant is show up at a cam-
paign and say you are one. It’s not 
like a real job where there’s at 
least some modicum of vetting 
and background checks.”

Weaver, he says, always had a 
dark side. “He was attracted to 
positive, reform-minded candi-
dates who preached bipartisan-
ship, but you always had a sense 
he had a stiletto in his boot — and 
would be happy to use it.”

Weaver began his career with 
Gramm, who became a Democrat-
ic congressman, switched parties, 
was elected to the Senate and 
eventually ran for president. That 
led Weaver to the most significant 
politician in his life: McCain, who 
became almost a father figure.

Weaver and the senator from 
Arizona were joined at the hip for 
many, many years. As a top advis-
er, Weaver is credited with the 
“Straight Talk Express” strategy 
for McCain’s 2000 presidential 
bid, a gambit that almost won the 
nomination. But McCain lost to 
George W. Bush, and Weaver was 
crushed he couldn’t pull his friend 
over the finish line. 

A winning presidential cam-
paign is the Oscar of political 
consulting. Win and you write 
your own ticket: books, TV, pick of 
candidates. Still, despite the loss, 
the 2000 campaign made him a 

member of the political elite. “He’s 
easily one the smartest and most 
creative strategic thinkers I’ve 
worked with in politics,” says Da-
vis, who worked with Weaver for 
McCain and Kasich. 

But Weaver was also his own 
worst enemy. Dark — that word 
comes up in nearly every inter-
view — and difficult. He could be 
charming and persuasive with 
candidates, explaining how he 
could help them win the office 
they thought they so richly de-
served. But he was opinionated 
and arrogant, always right on any 
subject and dismissive of those 
beneath him.

A longtime rivalry with fellow 
Texan Karl Rove effectively shut 
Weaver out of the lucrative Bush 
political orbit. He was an adviser 

a four-year exchange that started 
when one man was just 14 years 
old, the New York Times reported. 
Weaver offered help with their 
careers, then veered into explicit, 
suggestive comments about their 
bodies.

None of the men accuse Weaver 
of a crime; the only reported sex-
ual encounter was consensual. 
But the men became increasingly 
uncomfortable and worried that 
blocking an influential Republi-
can could negatively impact their 
aspirations for a job in politics. 

Now there’s a scramble to de-
termine who knew what and 
when they knew it. A spokesman 
for the Lincoln Project, the group 
Weaver co-founded to unseat for-
mer president Donald Trump, 
says it was unaware of his texts 
until last month, when its state-
ment denounced him as a “preda-
tor, a liar and an abuser.” But 
multiple news outlets report 
some staffers may have known 
about the inappropriate behavior 
earlier. The organization an-
nounced Thursday that it was 
launching an independent inves-
tigation to determine Weaver’s ac-
tions during his tenure. But the 
scandal has already compromised 
the moral high ground that the 
group touted last year.

Weaver declined to be inter-
viewed for this article — not a 
surprise, really, just a month after 
his life imploded.

He spent four decades as a 
political operative without a win-
ning presidential campaign — he 
got close with John McCain, had a 
shot with John Kasich, but ulti-
mately fell short. The Lincoln 
Project was supposed to be an-
other chance for Weaver to prove 
himself. Instead, that spotlight 
proved to be his undoing.

G
rowing up in Texas, Weaver 
dreamed of becoming a 
sports columnist. It was 

while working for the student 
newspaper at Texas A&M that 
Weaver met professor Phil 
Gramm and stumbled into a pro-
fession well suited for a smart, 
restless young man: political con-
sulting. It’s a job with no rules, no 
credentials and no permanent ad-
dress.

“The problem with politics is 
that it attracts highly passionate 
and often brilliant people, but it 

WEAVER FROM C1

The fall of John Weaver, whose political career was shrouded in mystery

STEPHAN SAVOIA/ASSOCIATED PRESS 

John Weaver, seen in 2006 with Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.),  spent 

decades as a GOP consultant working for high-profile candidates.
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Television

BROADCAST CHANNELS
2/15/21

7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

 4.1 WRC (NBC) ◆ News ◆ Hollywood ◆ Ellen’s Game of Games ◆ The Wall ◆ The Wall News ◆ Tonight Show

 4.2 WRC (IND) The Munsters The Munsters Frasier Frasier Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne The Nanny The Nanny

 5.1 WTTG (Fox) Fox 5 ◆ TMZ ◆ 9-1-1 (9:01) ◆ 9-1-1: Lone Star Fox 5 News at 10 News The Final

 7.1 WJLA (ABC) ◆ Wheel ◆ J’pardy! ◆ The Bachelor ◆ The Good Doctor News ◆ J. Kimmel

 9.1 WUSA (CBS) The Q&A ◆ ET ◆ Neighbor ◆ Bob-Abishola ◆ All Rise ◆ Bull 9 News ◆ Late-Colbert

 14.1 WFDC (UNI) La Rosa de Guadalupe ◆ Vencer el desamor ◆ Te acuerdas de mí ◆ Dulce ambición Noticias Noticiero

 20.1 WDCA (MNTV) ◆ Family Feud ◆ FamFeud Fox 5 News ◆ FamFeud Fox 5 News Creek Big Bang Big Bang ◆ Law & Order: SVU

 22.1 WMPT (PBS) Connect. Collectibles Antiques Roadshow ◆ American Experience ◆ Amanpour-Co

 26.1 WETA (PBS) ◆ PBS NewsHour Here Here Here Here ◆ American Experience

 32.1 WHUT (PBS) DW News ◆ MotorWk Evening With Berry Gordy American Experience Democracy Now! World News Kamla Show

 50.1 WDCW (CW) ◆ black-ish ◆ black-ish ◆ All American ◆ Black Lightning ◆ Seinfeld ◆ Seinfeld Two Men Two Men

 66.1 WPXW (ION) NCIS: Los Angeles NCIS: Los Angeles NCIS: Los Angeles NCIS: Los Angeles NCIS: Los Angeles

CABLE CHANNELS

 A&E Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam

 AMC Bourne Su Movie: The Bourne Ultimatum ★★★ (2007) The Salisbury (11:04) The Bourne Identity

 Animal Planet Alaskan Bush People Alaska: The Last Frontier: The Frozen Edge Homestead Rescue: Survival Shelter

 BET (6:00) Movie: Madea’s Family Reunion ★★ (2006) Movie: The Clark Sisters: First Ladies of Gospel (2019) Martin

 Bravo Below Deck Below Deck Below Deck (10:31) Below Deck Hancock

 Cartoon Network (6:00) The LEGO Movie 2 Burgers Burgers Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Rick, Morty Rick, Morty Family Guy Family Guy

 CNN Erin Burnett OutFront Anderson Cooper 360 Anderson Cooper 360 CNN Tonight CNN Tonight

 Comedy Central The Office (7:45) The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Daily The Office

 Discovery Street Outlaws: Full Street Outlaws (11:01) Street Outlaws

 Disney Secrets Secrets Secrets Bunk’d Bunk’d Bunk’d Big City Bunk’d Bunk’d Sydney-Max

 E! Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam

 ESPN College Basketball: Virginia at Florida State (Live) College Basketball: Texas Tech at TCU (Live) SportsCenter

 ESPN2 Women’s College Basketball: Stanford at Oregon 2021 Australian Open Tennis: Men’s and Women’s Quarterfinals (Live)

 Food Network Kids Baking Championship Kids Baking Championship Kids Baking Championship Chopped

 Fox News FOX News Primetime Tucker Carlson Tonight Hannity (Live) The Ingraham Angle Fox News at Night

 Freeform (6:30) Movie: Toy Story 2 ★★★★ (1999) Movie: Toy Story 3 ★★★ (2010) The 700 Club

 FX (4:30) Movie: The Revenant Movie: The Martian ★★★ (2015) Movie: The Martian ★★★

 Hallmark Movie: All of My Heart (2015) Movie: The Secret Ingredient (2020) Golden Girls Golden Girls

 Hallmark M&M Little House on the Prairie Little House on the Prairie Little House on the Prairie Little House on the Prairie Little House on the Prairie

 HBO (7:10) Movie: Dunkirk ★★★ (2017) 30 Coins The Investigation (10:55) Movie: Die Hard

 HGTV 100 Day Dream Home 100 Day Dream Home Ty Breaker Rehab Addict Rescue Hunters Hunters Int’l

 History American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers (11:05) American Pickers

 Lifetime Rizzoli & Isles Rizzoli & Isles Rizzoli & Isles (10:03) Rizzoli & Isles (11:03) Rizzoli & Isles

 MASN Orioles Classics J. Dooley Hustle Carolina

 MSNBC The ReidOut (Live) All In With Chris Hayes Rachel Maddow Show The Last Word The 11th Hour

 MTV (6:30) Movie: Grown Ups ★ (2010) (8:45) Movie: Grown Ups 2 ★ (2013) Ridic. Ridiculous.

 Nat’l Geographic Inside North Korea North Korea: Inside the Mind of a Dictator New Air Force One Wicked Tuna North Korea

 NBC SportsNet WA (6:55) NBA Basketball: Houston Rockets at Washington Wizards Wizards Postgame Live Football NBA Basketball

 Nickelodeon The Loud House Loud House Casagrandes Sheldon Sheldon Friends Friends Friends Friends

 PARMT Yellowstone Yellowstone Yellowstone Movie: The Shawshank Redemption ★★★★ (1994)

 Syfy (6:00) Movie: The Fifth Element ★★★ (8:35) Movie: Death Wish ★ (2018) Futurama Futurama

 TBS Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Conan Go-Big Show

 TCM (6:30) Rage in Heaven ★★ Movie: In Cold Blood ★★★ (1967) Movie: Elmer Gantry ★★★★ (1960)

 TLC 1000-Lb. Sisters My Feet Are Killing Me My Feet Are Killing Me 1000-Lb. Sisters (11:02) 1000-Lb. Sisters

 TNT (6:15) Movie: Thor: Ragnarok ★★★ (2017) Snowpiercer (10:01) Snowpiercer (11:02) Movie: Rampage

 Travel The Alaska Triangle The Alaska Triangle Bigfoot In Alaska Bigfoot: Fear in the Woods

 TruTV Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Movie: Horrible Bosses 2 ★★ (2014)

 TV Land Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King King

 TV One Cosby Show Cosby Show Fatal Attraction ATL Homicide ATL Homicide ATL Homicide

 USA Network Law & Order: SVU WWE Monday Night RAW (Live) Straight Chrisley

 VH1 VH1 Family Reunion: Love VH1 Family Basketball Wives Celebrity-Wedding VH1 Family Reunion: Love

 WNC8 Your Voice, Your Future CyberNation: Public Sector Sports ABC News WJLA 24/7 News at 10 CyberNation: Public Sector

 WGN Last-Standing Last-Standing NewsNation (Live) NewsNation (Live) NewsNation (Live) NewsNation

LEGEND: Bold indicates new or live programs  ◆ High Definition  Movie Ratings (from TMS)  ★★★★ Excellent  ★★★ Good  ★★ Fair  ★ Poor  No stars: not rated

The Bachelor (ABC at 8) Difficult 

decisions and hometown visits 

loom; off-set controversies make it 

even more interesting. See story, 

C1.

All American (CW at 8) After 

Spencer gets some sage advice, 

he and the team rally around Chris 

to help him with his trauma.

9-1-1 (Fox at 8) The 118 races to 

save the lives of workers trapped 

in a factory fire.

9-1-1: Lone Star (Fox at 9) Judd is 

shocked at the latest victim of an 

emergency call. 

Snowpiercer (TNT at 9) As the Big 

Alice crew is granted shore leave 

on Snowpiercer, Layton and 

Wilford have differing opinions on 

the future.

Black Lightning (CW at 9) The 

war between the 100 and the 

Kobra Cartel rages on, and Lynn 

continues to be concerned about 

Jefferson.

Below Deck (Bravo at 9) 

Francesca finally comes to a 

decision regarding Elizabeth’s 

future on deck.

The Good Doctor (ABC at 10) Lim 

is challenged by the unique 

circumstances surrounding a 

pregnant patient with an 

aggressive tumor.

PREMIERES

Aliens in Alaska (Discovery Plus) 

New evidence and personal 

testimony from local witnesses 

shed light on alien activity.

The Circuit (Acorn TV) This drama 

series follows a magistrate and 

court officers and lawyers on a 

five-day round trip to dispense 

justice to the remote communities 

of northwestern Australia. 

MOVIE

The Real Prince Philip (Acorn TV) 

This documentary celebrates the 

life and achievements of Prince 

Philip, emphasizing the role his 

military experiences played in his 

later achievements.

SPECIAL

American Experience: Voice of 

Freedom (PBS at 9) Explore the 

life of singer Marian Anderson. In 

1939, after being barred from 

performing at Constitution Hall 

because she was Black, she 

triumphed at the Lincoln Memorial 

in what became a landmark 

moment in American history.

— Nina Zafar

More at washingtonpost.com/

entertainment/tv

TV HIGHLIGHTS

ERIC LIEBOWITZ/NETFLIX

The Crew (Netflix) Kevin James stars as a NASCAR chief for the Bobby 

Spencer Racing team. When the owner’s daughter takes over, James has 

to protect himself and his crew from her attempts to modernize the team.

BY SONIA RAO

What does it mean when a 
film’s most intriguing thread is a 
high school jock born after Y2K 
insisting his disinterested girl-
friend listen to the band Oasis? 
Maybe that the viewer choosing 
to fixate on this detail isn’t the 
intended audience. By its third 
installment, the once-clever To 
All the Boys franchise can only 
hope to pique the interest of 
bored teenagers.

This wouldn’t be an unusual 
assessment for most of the high 
school rom-coms Netflix dumps 
onto its platform, except that 
2018’s “To All the Boys I’ve Loved 
Before” set the expectations for 
its sequels sky-high. The film 
became a sensation, serving as a 
launchpad for stars Lana Condor 
and especially Noah Centineo, 
the heartthrob who earned com-
parisons to a young Mark Ruffalo.

Their chemistry remains in-
tact with “To All the Boys: Always 
and Forever,” now streaming, the 
final film of the trilogy based on 
Jenny Han’s novels. The rest falls 
limp. Whereas the first movie 
freshened up genre tropes — the 
plot centered on bookworm Lara 
Jean Covey (Condor) pretending 
to date sensitive lax bro Peter 
Kavinsky (Centineo) for mutual 
gain — the third feels stale.

It picks up with the three 
Covey daughters honoring their 
late mother’s memory by visiting 

South Korea over spring break 
with their father (John Corbett) 
and his soon-to-be fiancee (Sara-
yu Blue), whose romance is one of 
few aspects from the second mov-

ie to remain relevant. Awaiting 
Lara Jean at home are the stress-
es of college acceptance season as 
well as her boyfriend, Peter, with 
whom she plans to attend Stan-

ford. The catch, of course, is that 
she doesn’t actually get in — and 
while on a class trip across the 
country, she falls deeply in love 
with New York University in-

stead.
Will their relationship survive 

the distance? Should they just 
break up now and get it over 
with? Both are real questions 

high-schoolers face at this point 
in their lives, but that doesn’t 
amount to engaging conflict 
here, thanks to a dull screenplay. 
Though Condor and Centineo 
bring their best assets to the table 
— sincerity and charm, respec-
tively — the film doesn’t give 
them much to do. (It does try to 
jam in a “Spectacular Now”-lite 
reconciliation story line between 
Peter and his father, which feels a 
bit out of the blue.)

The franchise traded hands 
after “To All the Boys I’ve Loved 
Before,” with cinematographer 
Michael Fimognari grabbing the 
directing reins from Susan John-
son for the latter two films. The 
tonal shift is palpable, an upbeat 
rom-com swapped for movies go-
ing through the motions. “P.S. I 
Love You” and “Always and For-
ever” are perfectly inoffensive 
Netflix rom-coms — and yes, the 
opposite sort exists — but, unfor-
tunately for fans who had high 
hopes for them, that’s all the films 
wind up being.

Regardless of whether Lara 
Jean and Peter have outgrown 
each other, it seems their audi-
ence — and the actors, given the 
more dynamic roles coming their 
way — have outgrown them. A 
fitting goodbye.

sonia.rao@washpost.com

To All the Boys: Always and 

Forever (115 minutes) is now 

streaming on Netflix.

MOVIE REVIEW

Well, we loved it before: To All the Boys trilogy comes to an uneventful close

KATIE YU/NETFLIX

Noah Centineo and Lana Condor keep up the chemistry in “To All the Boys: Always and Forever,” but seem to have outgrown their roles.

MARYLAND
AMC Columbia 14

   10300 Little Patuxent Parkway    

The Croods: A New Age (PG)  
CC: 3:15
Wonder Woman 1984 (PG-13)  
CC: 3:05-6:35
Fatale (R)  CC: 6:40
The Little Things (R)  CC: 
3:40-6:50
The World to Come (R)  CC: 
3:55-6:55
Supernova (R)  CC: 3:45
A Writer's Odyssey (NR) 
3:10-6:40
The Mauritanian (R)  CC: 
3:30-6:50
The Marksman (PG-13)  CC: 6:10
Land (PG-13)  CC: 4:10-6:45
Nomadland: The IMAX 2D Expe-
rience (R)  CC: 3:50-6:50
Judas and the Black Messiah (R)  
CC: 3:00; 4:00-7:00; 6:00

AMC Loews St. Charles Town 
Ctr. 9

   11115 Mall Circle    

The Croods: A New Age (PG)  CC: 
4:30-7:00
Hidden Figures (PG)  CC: 
5:00-8:15
Wonder Woman 1984 (PG-13)  
CC: 4:00-7:30
The Little Things (R)  CC: 
5:15-6:50
Judas and the Black Messiah (R)  
CC: 3:45-4:30-7:45-8:15

Bow Tie Annapolis Mall 11
   1020 Westfield Annapolis Mall    

The Croods: A New Age (PG) 
11:20-1:40-4:10
Tenet (PG-13) 4:30
Nomadland (R) 11:05-1:45-
4:40-7:30
The Marksman (PG-13) 3:15
Judas and the Black Messiah (R) 
11:10-2:00-5:00-8:00
Wonder Woman 1984 (PG-13) 
12:00-6:30
Willy's Wonderland 6:45
The Little Things (R) 11:00-1:00-
4:00-7:00
Private Watch Party1
11:00-11:30-12:30-1:00-2:30-3:00-
4:00-4:30-6:00-6:30-7:30-8:00
Land (PG-13) 11:50-2:15-4:50-
7:20
Music (PG-13) 1:50-7:45

Bow Tie Harbour 9
   2474 Solomons Island Road   

News of the World (PG-13) 1:15
The World to Come (R) 12:15-
2:40-5:00-7:30
Minari (PG-13) 12:45-3:30-6:45
Wonder Woman 1984 (PG-13) 
12:20-7:15
The Mauritanian (R) 1:00-4:00-
7:00
The Phantom of the Opera (2004) 
(PG-13) 3:45
The Little Things (R) 4:10-7:10
Private Watch Party 
12:00-12:30-1:00-3:15-3:45-4:15-
6:30-7:15-7:45

Cinemark Egyptian 24 and XD
   7000 Arundel Mills Circle   

My Bloody Valentine (1981) (R) 
3:45-10:00
The Croods: A New Age (PG) 
11:20-12:15-2:15-2:45-4:50-7:20
The War with Grandpa (PG) 1:00-
3:30-6:00-8:40
The Notebook (2004) (PG-13) 
12:30-6:35
Uppena (NR) 12:45-4:05-7:35
Fifty Shades of Grey (R) 2:25-9:00
Monster Hunter (PG-13) 11:55-
2:35-5:20-8:05
News of the World (PG-13) 
11:05-2:05-5:05-8:10
Crazy Rich Asians (PG-13) 
11:10-5:45
Wonder Woman 1984 (PG-13) 
11:35-3:05-6:35
Minari (PG-13) 11:35-2:40-
5:35-8:30
The Little Things (R) 1:45-5:10-8:35
Judas and the Black Messiah (R) 
11:00-2:45-6:05-9:25
The World to Come (R) 11:15-
2:00-4:45-7:25-10:00
A Writer's Odyssey (NR) 1:10-
4:35-7:50
Private Watch Party 
11:00-11:15-11:30-11:45-12:00-
12:15-2:15-2:30-2:45-3:00-3:15-
3:30-5:30-5:45-6:00-6:15-6:30-6:45-
8:45-9:00-9:15-9:30-9:45-10:00
The Marksman (PG-13) 11:40-
2:25-5:25-8:15
Zombie Reddy (NR) 5:15-8:25

The Little Things (R)  XD: 12:50-
4:15-7:40
Land (PG-13) 11:00-1:35-4:10-
7:00-9:30
Judas and the Black Messiah (R)  
XD: 1:05-4:25-7:45
A Writer's Odyssey (NR) 1:10-
4:35-7:50

Hoyt's West Nursery Cinema 14
   1591 West Nursery Road   

The Croods: A New Age (PG)  CC: 
4:00-6:40
The War with Grandpa (PG)  
CC: 4:40
Wonder Woman 1984 (PG-13)  
CC: 4:30-7:00
Fatale (R)  CC: 7:40
News of the World (PG-13)  CC: 
4:20-7:10
The Little Things (R)  CC: 4:10-7:20
The Marksman (PG-13)  CC: 
4:50-7:30
Judas and the Black Messiah (R) 
4:10-7:20

VIRGINIA
AMC Courthouse Plaza 8

   2150 Clarendon Blvd.   

Wonder Woman 1984 (PG-13)  
CC: 4:15-6:30
The Little Things (R)  CC: 
4:30-6:15
Judas and the Black Messiah (R)  
CC: 4:00-6:00-7:00
The Mauritanian (R)  CC: 
4:00-7:30

Land (PG-13)  CC: 4:15-7:15

AMC Hoffman Center 22
   206 Swamp Fox Rd.    

The Croods: A New Age (PG)  CC: 
2:00-6:00
Hidden Figures (PG)  CC: 4:45-8:00
Wonder Woman 1984 (PG-13)  
CC: 3:45-7:45
Monster Hunter (PG-13)  CC: 2:10-5:50
Fatale (R)  CC: 2:05-7:45
Promising Young Woman (R)  CC: 
3:10-8:25
The Little Things (R)  CC: 3:45-
5:15-7:15-8:30
Judas and the Black Messiah (R)  
CC: 2:00-5:00-8:00
The World to Come (R)  CC: 2:00-
4:45-7:30
Supernova (R)  CC: 2:30
A Writer's Odyssey (NR) 2:10-
5:10-8:10
The Mauritanian (R)  CC: 2:30-
4:45-5:30-8:30
The Marksman (PG-13)  CC: 3:00-8:30
Land (PG-13)  CC: 3:15-5:45-8:15
The Lord of the Rings: The Two 
Towers - The IMAX 2D Experi-
ence (PG-13)  CC: 7:00
The Lord of the Rings: The 
Return of the King - The IMAX 2D 
Experience (PG-13)  CC: 2:15
Judas and the Black Messiah (R)  
CC: 3:00-4:00-6:00-7:00

AMC Potomac Mills 18
   2700 Potomac Mills Circle    

The Croods: A New Age (PG)  CC: 
3:30-6:30

Hidden Figures (PG)  CC: 2:40-7:15
Wonder Woman 1984 (PG-13)  
CC: 4:00-7:50
Monster Hunter (PG-13)  CC: 6:50
News of the World (PG-13)  
CC: 2:50
The Little Things (R)  CC: 4:30-
6:05-7:45
Judas and the Black Messiah (R)  
CC: 4:10-7:20
The World to Come (R)  CC: 
3:40-6:40
Supernova (R)  CC: 2:30
The Marksman (PG-13)  CC: 
3:10-6:10
Land (PG-13)  CC: 2:20-5:00-7:40
The Lord of the Rings: The Two 
Towers - The IMAX 2D Experi-
ence (PG-13)  CC: 3:00
The Lord of the Rings: The 
Return of the King - The IMAX 2D 
Experience (PG-13)  CC: 7:10
Judas and the Black Messiah (R)  
CC: 2:00-3:05-5:10-6:15

AMC Tysons Corner 16
   7850e Tysons Corner Center    

The Lego Movie (PG) 2:20
The Croods: A New Age (PG)  CC: 
2:10-4:55-7:40
Wonder Woman 1984 (PG-13)  
CC: 3:30-7:10
Monster Hunter (PG-13)  CC: 5:05
News of the World (PG-13)  CC: 5:30
Promising Young Woman (R)  
CC: 8:00
The Little Things (R)  CC: 2:40-
5:50-9:00

Judas and the Black Messiah (R)  
CC: 3:35-6:50
The World to Come (R)  CC: 2:35-
5:25-8:30
Supernova (R)  CC: 2:40-8:35
A Writer's Odyssey (NR) 2:15-
5:35-8:50
The Mauritanian (R)  CC: 2:30-
5:40-8:55
The Marksman (PG-13)  CC: 
2:00-8:40
Land (PG-13)  CC: 2:25-5:10-7:45
The Lord of the Rings: The Two 
Towers - The IMAX 2D Experi-
ence (PG-13)  CC: 3:10
The Lord of the Rings: The 
Return of the King - The IMAX 2D 
Experience (PG-13)  CC: 7:20
Judas and the Black Messiah (R)  
CC: 2:05-5:15-8:25

AMC Worldgate 9
   13025 Worldgate Drive    

The Croods: A New Age (PG)  CC: 
1:30-4:30-7:50
Wonder Woman 1984 (PG-13)  
CC: 12:50-4:20-7:00
The Little Things (R)  CC: 1:10-
4:10-7:10
Judas and the Black Messiah 
(R)  CC: 12:30-1:45-3:30-4:45-
6:30-7:45
Land (PG-13)  CC: 1:55-4:55-7:30

Alamo Drafthouse Cinema - One 
Loudoun

   20575 East Hampton Plaza   

The Birdcage 25th Anniversary 
presented by TCM1:30

Moonstruck (PG) 4:30
Shrek (PG) 3:15
Bridesmaids (R) 4:45
Breaking News in Yuba County 
(R) 2:30-5:15
Willy's Wonderland 2:45-5:30
The Little Things (R) 1:45-5:00
Land (PG-13) 2:10-5:45
Judas and the Black Messiah (R) 
2:00-3:30-5:15
The Croods: A New Age (PG) 
2:15-5:00

Angelika Film Center Mosaic
   2911 District Ave    

Minari (PG-13)  CC: (!) 1:45-3:00-
4:45-7:00-7:40
The Little Things (R)  CC: (!) 
5:00-8:00
Judas and the Black Messiah (R)  
CC: (!) 1:30-4:30-7:30
Palmer (R)  CC: (!) 2:30
The Mauritanian (R)  CC: (!) 1:15-
2:30-4:15-6:15-7:15
Land (PG-13)  CC: (!) 1:00-3:15-
5:30-7:45
The World to Come (R)  OC; CC: 
3:30; 1:05-5:45-8:15

CMX Village 14
   1600 Village Market Boulevard   

Pinocchio (PG-13) 4:05
The Reckoning4:00-6:50
The World to Come (R) 4:50-7:30
The Marksman (PG-13) 4:30-
6:00-7:20
Wonder Woman 1984 (PG-13) 7:00

Monster Hunter (PG-13) 
4:35-7:20
The Little Things (R) 4:20-5:50-7:30
Judas and the Black Messiah (R) 
4:15-7:15
Son of the South (PG-13) 7:10
Music (PG-13) 4:40-7:25
Weekenders 4:10-6:45
Ghost (1990) (PG-13) 4:00-7:05

Cinema Arts Theatre
   9650 Main St    

Minari (PG-13)  CC; DVS: 9:45-
12:00-2:30-5:00-7:30
The Little Things (R)  CC; DVS: 
10:00-1:00-4:00-7:00
Judas and the Black Messiah 
(R)  CC; DVS: 9:40-12:05-2:35-
5:05-7:40
Supernova (R)  CC; DVS: 9:55-
12:15-2:25-4:35-7:20
Land (PG-13)  CC; DVS: 10:05-
12:10-2:40-4:50-7:10

Cinemark Centreville 12
   6201 Multiplex Drive    

Uppena (NR) 12:35-4:25-7:55
The Croods: A New Age (PG) 
12:00-2:40-5:20
Wonder Woman 1984 (PG-13) 
12:05-3:55-7:35
Monster Hunter (PG-13) 12:20-
3:10-6:00
The Little Things (R) 1:15-4:30-7:45
Judas and the Black Messiah (R) 
12:10-3:20-6:35
A Writer's Odyssey (NR) 12:15-
3:30-6:45

Private Watch Party 
12:00-12:30-1:00-1:30-3:15-3:45-
4:15-4:45-6:30-7:00-7:30-8:00
The Marksman (PG-13) 8:00
Land (PG-13) 12:45-4:00-6:55

Cinemark Fairfax Corner and XD
   11900 Palace Way    

Uppena (NR) 12:20-3:55-7:25
Wonder Woman 1984 (PG-13) 
12:10-6:35
News of the World (PG-13) 3:40
Judas and the Black Messiah (R) 
12:50-4:00-7:05
The Marksman (PG-13) 2:15-
5:00-7:45
A Writer's Odyssey (NR) 12:05-
3:10-6:20
Private Watch Party 
12:00-12:15-12:30-1:00-1:30-
3:15-3:30-3:45-4:15-4:45-6:30-
6:45-7:00-7:30-8:00
Zombie Reddy (NR) 1:10-4:10-7:10
Land (PG-13) 12:35-3:05-5:30-7:55
The Little Things (R)  XD: 12:55-
4:05-7:20
Judas and the Black Messiah (R)  
XD: 12:00-3:00-6:15

University Mall Theatre
   10659 Braddock Road   

The Croods: A New Age (PG)  CC; 
DVS: 12:15-2:30-4:45
Wonder Woman 1984 (PG-13)  
CC; DVS: 1:00-4:00-7:00
Fatale (R)  CC; DVS: 
News of the World (PG-13)  CC; 
DVS: 7:15

MOVIE DIRECTORY (!) No Pass/No Discount Ticket

Monday, February 15, 2021

www.washingtonpost.com/movies
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BREWSTER ROCKIT: SPACE GUY! TIM RICKARD

CURTIS RAY BILLINGSLEY

SHERMAN’S LAGOON JIM TOOMEY

RED AND ROVER BRIAN BASSET

FRANK AND ERNEST TOM THAVES

RHYMES WITH ORANGE HILARY PRICE

LIO MARK TATULLI

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE CHRIS BROWNE

BLONDIE DEAN YOUNG & JOHN MARSHALL

MIKE DU JOUR MIKE LESTER

AGNES TONY COCHRAN

WUMO MIKAEL WULFF & ANDERS MORGENTHALER

MARK TRAIL JULES RIVERA

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM MIKE PETERS

BALDO HECTOR CANTU & CARLOS CASTELLANOS

SALLY FORTH FRANCESCO MARCIULIANO & JIM KEEFE

CLASSIC PEANUTS CHARLES SCHULZ

CLASSIC DOONESBURY GARRY TRUDEAU PICKLES BRIAN CRANE

SUDOKU

NORTH

♠ 10 7 6 2

♥ Q 3 2

♦ 7 4 3

♣ A K 6

WEST

♠ 8 4

♥ A K 10 9 4

♦ A 6

♣ 10 8 7 3

EAST

♠ J 9 5 3

♥ J 8 6 5

♦ Q 9 2

♣ 9 2

SOUTH (D)

♠ A K Q

♥ 7

♦ K J 10 8 5

♣ Q J 5 4

The bidding:

“I
t’s Newton’s Third Law of 

Marriage,” a club player 

sighed to me. “For every 

action, there’s an equal and 

opposite overreaction.”

My friend had been today’s 

West, playing with his wife 

in a duplicate game. Against 

five diamonds, he led the 

king of hearts.

“My wife signaled ‘count’ 

with the eight,” West told 

me. “I knew I couldn’t cash a 

second heart, so I led a club. 

South won in dummy and led 

a trump: deuce, jack. I took 

my ace and led another club. 

South won in dummy again, 

led a second trump to his 10, 

took the king and claimed, 

making five.

“I made a remark about 

my wife’s bid of two hearts 

when she had next to noth-

ing. She said I could think 

about it while I’m sleep-

ing on the couch tonight. 

I think that was a slight 

overreaction.”

East may have been upset 

about the defense. West 

probably beats five diamonds 

if he ducks the first trump. 

South will return a club to 

dummy to lead a second 

trump to his 10, and then 

West can win and give East a 

club ruff.

DAILY QUESTION 

You hold: 

♠ 8 4 ♥ A K 10 9 4

♦ A 6 ♣ 10 8 7 3

Your partner opens one 

diamond, you respond one 

heart and he bids two clubs. 

What do you say?

ANSWER: This decision is 

close. You must judge wheth-

er to force to game or settle 

for an invitation. Since you 

have prime values and good 

intermediates in hearts, a 

raise to three clubs would be 

an underbid. Stretch slightly 

to bid two spades, a “fourth 

suit” call that simply asks 

partner to bid again.

N-S VULNERABLE

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST

1 ♦ 1 ♥ 1 NT 2 ♥(!)

3 ♣ Pass 3 ♦ Pass

4 ♦ Pass 5 ♦ All Pass

Opening lead — ♥ K

BRIDGE

©2021, TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

— Frank Stewart
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PREVIOUS SCRABBLEGRAMS SOLUTION

PREVIOUS SUDOKU SOLUTION DENNIS THE MENACE H. KETCHAM FAMILY CIRCUS BIL KEANE REPLY ALL LITE DONNA A. LEWISSPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE STEPHAN PASTIS

DUSTIN STEVE KELLEY & JEFF PARKER

BEETLE BAILEY MORT, BRIAN & GREG WALKER

BIG NATE LINCOLN PEIRCE

THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN STAN LEE & ALEX SAVIUK
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Curious, imaginative 
and sensitive, you 
make your unusual 
dreams and visions a 

reality. This year, by thinking 
creatively out of the box — and 
with more patience — you 
succeed tremendously. If 
single, you like to be free to 
roam, so this is not the year 
you become committed. 
If attached, affection is 
extremely important to you, 
and your partner needs to 
give this on a daily basis. Libra 
calms your chaos.

ARIES  
(MARCH 21-APRIL 19). 
The adventurer within you 
awakens. You’re weary of the 
details of daily routine and 
long for expansion. Keep 
your cheerful outlook and be 
aware of how associates are 
affecting you. 

TAURUS  
(APRIL 20-MAY 20). 
Peace and quiet today help 
you find a sense of direction. 
You have ideas concerning 
future plans that others aren’t 
receptive to just yet. Natural 
beauty in a wilderness setting 
helps you align your natural 
inner rhythms.

GEMINI  
(MAY 21-JUNE 20).  
Favors are unexpectedly 
returned. Friends are sincere 
and supportive. You will be 
wise in your selection of 
long-range goals. Working on 
projects that have enduring 
quality brings satisfaction 
today; think longevity.

CANCER  
(JUNE 21-JULY 22).  
You’re shown how important 
you are to professional 
associates as well as your 
loved ones. Return all emails 
and phone calls promptly. The 
appropriate responses you 
make now will make today a 
success.

LEO  
(JULY 23-AUG. 22).  
You can travel back to an old 
haunt. It’s also a favorable 
time to reread a favorite 
book or to review language 
skills. Stories or poems with 
a profound message have 
considerable appeal. 

VIRGO  
(AUG. 23-SEPT. 22).  
Today brings a mystery 
to light, and the financial 
situation is clarified through 
details a partner brings to your 
attention. Don’t take advice 
verbatim, especially about 
business. A second opinion is 
a good idea.

LIBRA  
(SEPT. 23-OCT. 22).  
You attract compliments 
and adoration from unlikely 
sources today. Be honest 
about your feelings if a 
romantic mood is exhibited by 
someone to whom you’re not 
drawn. There could be some 
new developments at work to 
analyze.

SCORPIO  
(OCT. 23-NOV. 21). 
Turn daily duties into a 
competitive game to boost 
morale. Your energy and 
enthusiasm make you an 
inspiration to co-workers. 
Don’t hesitate to take on a 
new responsibility. And make 
sure to get in some exercise 
today.

SAGITTARIUS  
(NOV. 22-DEC. 21).  
Today helps you know 
yourself better and tap into 
your potential. Others are 
more loving and cooperative. 
You can share a good joke 
with someone you care for. 
Celebrate by reaching out and 
focusing on creative projects 
and hobbies.

CAPRICORN  
(DEC. 22-JAN. 19).  
Entertain at home; plan a 
family activity. Elderly relatives 
may have entertaining 
information about genealogy 
and family traditions. It’s a 
splendid time to redecorate 
and rearrange your home.  

AQUARIUS  
(JAN. 20-FEB. 18).  
Commuter travel or a short 
neighborhood trip brings 
a chance encounter or 
experience that serves to 
awaken new perspectives. You 
will be exposed to those who 
have a different philosophy of 
life than yours.

PISCES  
(FEB. 19-MARCH 20).  
You are slightly distracted with 
your work today. You will long 
to make some new purchases, 
either to give as gifts or to add 
pleasure to recreation hours. 
Be sensible and study your 
budget before overextending 
though.

BIRTHDAY | FEBRUARY 15

— Madalyn Aslan

© 2021, KING FEATURES SYNDICATE, INC.

HOROSCOPE
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ACROSS 

 1 Impertinent talk
 5 Man __: 1920 

Horse of the 
Year

 9 Avoid failing
 13 Sunburn- 

soothing  
balm

 14 Earring holder
 15 __ God:  

earthquake, e.g.
 17 *Test of hand 

strength
 19 Danger
 20 “It’s the __  

I can do”
 21 Grown-up
 22 Take place
 25 Refine, as skills
 27 Drink with  

a polar bear 
mascot

 28 Gave voice to
 29 *Ski resort  

purchase
 31 Diagram for  

Web navigation
 33 “Game of 

Thrones”  
channel

 34 At some  
future point

 35 It’s given in  
the form of a 
question on 
“Jeopardy!”

 40 Soccer official
 42 “Goosebumps” 

series author
 43 *Accidentally  

call without 
touching one’s 
cellphone

 48 Contributes
 49 Ohio border  

lake
 50 Pungent  

flavor
 51 Brittany port 

city
 52 Give in (to)
 54 Patronized,  

as a diner
 56 Circle or  

polygon
 57 Express lack  

of interest on 
Tinder ... or 
a hint to the 
answers to 
starred clues

 61 Downy duck
 62 Compress,  

with “down”

 63 Idris of  
“The Wire”

 64 Fix, as socks
 65 Salon selections
 66 Lose traction

DOWN

 1 Maple-syrup- 
to-be

 2 “Baby Cobra” 
comic Wong

 3 Jaden, to Will 
Smith

 4 Peacefully hid-
den, as a retreat

 5 Lingerie brand
 6 Bow down to, 

perhaps
 7 Not very much
 8 Sales agent
 9 Daddy
 10 Acid type found 

in vinegar
 11 Found in abun-

dance, as oil
 12 Evening party
 16 Group of ships
 18 Billy Joel’s “Tell 

__ About It”
 21 NYC museum’s 

fundraising gala
 22 Bone, in Bologna
 23 Biblical brother

 24 Make mention of
 26 High math 

degree
 29 Baby shower gift
 30 Charged  

particles
 32 Female in a stable
 36 Takes by  

surprise
 37 Double-__ trailer
 38 What means 

may justify

 39 “Don’t play” 
symbol, in music

 41 Med-approving 
agcy.

 42 Scott Joplin’s 
music

 43 “__ porridge  
hot ...”

 44 Corsage flower
 45 Loud insect
 46 Lighthouse 

guardian

 47 Sort of
 51 Modern honey
 53 Laura who  

won an Oscar 
for “Marriage 
Story”

 55 Omar of “House”
 57 Part of EST: 

Abbr.
 58 Rockies bugler
 59 DOJ division
 60 Wee amount

By Stella ZawistowskiLA TIMES CROSSWORD

SATURDAY’S LA TIMES SOLUTION

© 2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 2/15/21

CHIP SAYS

The largest identified volcano in our solar system is on 
Mars. Named Olympus Mons, it is 16 miles tall. In 
comparison, Hawaii’s Mauna Loa, the largest volcano 
on Earth, is  6.3 miles tall. 

kidspost
KIDSPOST.COM

It’s Lunar New Year. How 
much do you know about the 
annual celebration? Take 
our quiz to find out.

TODAY

A wintry mix of rain, snow and sleet 
could chill Presidents’ Day, with 
highs in the low to middle 30s.

ILLUSTRATION BY ELLIE KATE WARREN, 6, GILBERT, ARIZONA

BIRTHDAYS OF THE WEEK

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15

Suffragist Susan B. Anthony (1820).

Jeweler Charles Lewis Tiffany (1812).

Astronomer Galileo Galilei (1564).

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16

Annandale’s Maeve Bliss (2010).

Easton, Maryland’s Sullivan Moore 

(2010).

Actor LeVar Burton (1957).

Brigadier general Anna Mae Hays 

(1920).

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17

Tennis player Madison Keys (1995).

Singer Ed Sheeran (1991).

Basketball player Michael Jordan 

(1963).

Activist Huey P. Newton (1942).

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18

Upper Marlboro’s Sincere Davis (2008).

McLean’s Ben Portugal (2008).

Author Audre Lorde (1934).

Author Toni Morrison (1931).

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19

Silver Spring’s Emmelyn Miller 

(2012).

Actress Millie Bobby Brown (2004).

Author Amy Tan (1952).

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20

Takoma Park’s Billie Null (2013).

Bethesda’s Isabella Reyna (2011).

Silver Spring’s Tegan Royster (2010).

Singer Rihanna (1988).

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21

Timonium, Maryland’s Ryan 

Koropecky (2014). 

Vienna’s Kabeer Chawla (2008).

Civil rights leader John Lewis (1940).

Singer Nina Simone (1933).

Bliss Moore

 Portugal

Birthday announcements are for ages 6 to 13 and 

are printed on a first-come, first-served basis. 

They do not appear online. A parent or legal guardian 

must give permission. We need photos at least 

three weeks ahead of publication. We need 

names (if photos are not desired) at least a week 

before publication. Fill out the online form at wapo.st/

kidspostbirthdays. We are temporarily unable to 

accept mailed submissions. Questions? Contact 

kidspost@washpost.com. 

Miller

Null  Reyna

Royster Koropecky

Chawla Simone

minutes for instructions to travel 
from Earth to Mars, which means 
the scientists won’t be controlling 
the helicopter with a joystick. 
Instead everything the helicopter 
does will be programmed in 
advance by a computer.

Lavery says that in the future 
tiny helicopters could go out and 
collect samples from the planet, 
act as scouts for rovers or even 
transport equipment for 
astronauts. That is, assuming 
Ingenuity doesn’t crash and burn.

“We’re a little bit nervous, 
because we’ve done everything 
that we can to make sure that 
Ingenuity is ready,” Lavery says. 
“But we still don’t know 
everything that there is to know 
about Mars. And every now and 
then, Mars surprises us.”

kidspost@washpost.com

Bittel is a freelance journalist who 

often writes about animals. His 

children’s book, “How to Talk to a 

Tiger . . . and Other Animals,” will be 

published in April.

Scientists are 
going to attempt 
something in the 
next few weeks 
that no one has 
ever done. They’re 

going to fly a helicopter on Mars.
The robotic aircraft is named 

Ingenuity, and its core is about 
the size of a softball. For the past 
seven months, the device has 
been rocketing toward the Red 
Planet inside a rover called 
Perseverance. After traveling at 
nearly 25,000 miles per hour, 
they are scheduled to touch down 
on Martian soil Thursday. (Get 
updates at mars.nasa.gov/
mars2020.)

NASA has been exploring the 
surface of Mars with rovers for 
about 25 years, says Dave Lavery, 
a scientist and robotics expert at 
NASA Headquarters in 
Washington. But no one has flown 
an aircraft on a planet other than 
Earth before.

“Capable as the rovers are, 
there’s always a place that’s either 
a little bit too far away, or across 
terrain that’s a little bit too 
rugged, or on the other side of a 
very deep chasm,” says Lavery. He 
manages the NASA program that 
focuses on exploring our solar 
system. “What we hope is that if 
Ingenuity is successful, we’ll be 
able to explore in a whole new 
way.”

That’s a big “if,” though. Only 
about half of Mars landings have 
been successful. And even if 
Perseverance is able to land 
successfully, scientists aren’t 
certain that Ingenuity will be able 
to fly as expected.

The Martian atmosphere is 
only about 1 percent the density 
of what we’re used to on  Earth. 
That means that the air is really 
thin, and piloting the four-pound 
drone on the surface of Mars will 
be like trying to fly at about 

Ever 
Wondered?

JASON BITTEL

 NASA    helicopter  to take a spin on  harsh, cold Mars

100,000 feet of altitude on Earth. 
That’s almost three times as high 
as airplanes usually fly.

Ingenuity will also have to 
survive very cold temperatures of 
minus-130 degrees Fahrenheit 
and recharge its batteries using 
solar panels.

Just like you probably did 
when you learned how to ride a 
bike, Ingenuity will start slowly, 
Lavery says. First, the scientists 

will see whether Ingenuity can fly 
straight up and hover a few feet 
above the ground before 
touching back down safely. Next 
they will test its ability to take 
short horizontal flights. Finally, if 
everything else goes according to 
plan, Ingenuity will try to fly 
about the length of a football field 
and return to its home base on 
the rover.

It can take as long as 45 

IMAGES BY NASA/JPL-CALTECH

Art renderings depict the first  helicopter that will  try to fly over Mars’s forbidding terrain. Named 

Ingenuity,   the mini copter is being rocketed to Mars in a rover, and they are expected to land  Thursday. 

Adapted from an 
online discussion.

Dear Carolyn: 
My husband and 
I live within a 
short drive of my 
family and see 
them often. We 
have had to ask 

my sister to please NOT try to 
discipline my 5-year-old twins, 
because her parenting and 
discipline styles differ so wildly 
from ours in so many ways. She 
is extremely firm with her own 
children and does not give them 
the space to be kids, whereas 
our parenting philosophy allows 
for our kids to make some of 
their own decisions (within 
reason). 

When we asked her to fall 
back, she agreed to do so. But 
now, she will barely so much as 
be in the same room with our 
kids. She says she feels too 
nervous about being accused of 
overstepping. This is getting in 
the way of the kids’ relationship 
with their aunt, and it’s also 
starting to strain my 
relationship with her. What 
should we do? 

— Maryland

Maryland: Consider letting her 
handle them the way she feels 
comfortable doing so?

I get your concern about the 

very different styles, but, unless 
you really think she’s a terrible 
parent — or harming your kids 
vs. just being more of a 
disciplinarian than you are — 
your kids will be able to handle 
the fact of two different sets of 
expectations. 

It happens all the time 
regardless of family proximity 
and parenting style: Home has 
X rules, grandpa’s house has Y, 
day care/school has Z and 
public places are all over the 
spectrum. Presumably they 
know library behavior and 
Chuck E. Cheese behavior aren’t 
the same? 

They’re 5, plenty old enough 
to start understanding this 
extends to individuals, too, and 
adapting their behavior 
accordingly. You just need to be 
consistent in the way you 
address inconsistencies: 
“Remember, Auntie doesn’t 
allow X.” They’ll manage.

Readers’ thoughts:
l Evaluating their behavior 

with as much of an objective 
eye as possible, could it be that 
giving the 5-year-olds “space to 
be kids” has made them 
difficult to be around? We have 
friends with kids with this 
parenting philosophy, and the 
kids have gotten to be so 
disruptive and unruly that it 
has become hard to spend time 
with them.

l Please remember that your 
sister is reacting in the only way 
left to her to honor your 
request. If she is not allowed to 
try to alter or curb the behavior 
of small children when it is 
annoying her, then the adult 
thing to do is to remove herself 
from their presence. Which she 
does. Which you are 
complaining about. She is 
respecting your wishes and now 
you are disappointed in her 
about this, too. You don’t get to 
have it both ways.
l I agree with Carolyn as long 

as Sis isn’t trying to discipline 
your kids in your home. Her 
home, her rules. Your home, 
yours. 
l What you are teaching your 

child is that you are the only 
one who can have expectations 
of them. YOU are getting in the 
way. Others can discipline and/
or have expectations of your 
child. You cannot control every 
interaction they have with 
others. Nor should you want to. 
You see how it is already 
putting a strain on the 
relationship.

Write to Carolyn Hax at 

tellme@washpost.com. Get her 

column delivered to your inbox each 

morning at wapo.st/haxpost.

 Join the discussion live at noon 

Fridays at live.washingtonpost.com

What the whole family can 
learn from a strict aunt

Carolyn 
Hax

NICK GALIFIANAKIS FOR THE WASHINGTON POST
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Post. “She’s just a nice person 
who gets things done and cares 
about others. They’re a good ex-
ample of what you want in a 
program.

“You’ve got to consider her as 
the total person. She’s not just a 
coach. She’s a mother. She does a 
remarkable job, and I’m very 
proud of her and the women’s 
basketball program.”

Not only did Frese improve her 
record at Maryland to 500-130 

SEE MARYLAND ON D4

For HBCUs, 
real change 
requires more 
than recruits

Writing a column 
on sports in 1936, 
one of the most 
influential 
thinkers who 
happened to 
graduate from a 
historically Black 
college and 

university, W.E.B. Du Bois from 
Fisk, distilled the problem of 
amateur athletics, particularly as 
it related to  “Negro” athletes, as 
they were called then. It was 
economic, he explained.

“There is no difference 
between a professional and an 
amateur in reality, except that a 
higher standard of honor is 
expected of one than of the 
other,” Du Bois wrote Sept. 19, 
1936, in the Pittsburgh Courier. 
“This the law and public opinion 
may easily remedy. It is to the 
clear interest of the Negro 
athletes to help abolish the 
distinction between Professional 
and Amateur in athletic 
competitions.”

But no one changed how so-
called amateur games treated 
Black athletes then. And no one 
has changed it since. It is a 
problem of equity and is the 
most critical issue facing what 
we call the revenue-generating 
college sports, football and 
basketball.

Over the past several months, 
however, it has been suggested 
that some sort of seismic shift 
was taking place in these games 
colleges play only for their own 
pay. A few elite teenage Black 
male athletes chose to play 
basketball or football at the 
HBCUs where Du Bois learned 
and lectured — where they often 
had little choice but to play for 

SEE BLACKISTONE ON D4

Kevin B. 
Blackistone

talked through some of their im-
mediately correctable defensive 
issues.

On Sunday against the Celtics, 
Washington’s mental preparation 
paid dividends with a 104-91 win 
in which the team’s defense made 
up for another so-so offensive out-
ing, and the Wizards held all-star 
Jayson Tatum, averaging 
26.6 points per game this season, 
to just six points.

It helped that the Wizards (7-17) 
had a rested Bradley Beal, a new 

SEE WIZARDS ON D3

BY AVA WALLACE

John Wall’s face pops up on the 
video conference, and he grins and 
waves, sporting a red snapback on 
his head and a black hoodie with 
his charitable foundation’s logo 
across his chest. The virtual face 
time this February morning 
doesn’t have Wall in front of a 
microphone addressing reporters 
— he is calling in from Houston as 
the surprise guest of honor at a 
tele-assembly for fifth-graders at 
Ketcham Elementary School in 
Southeast Washington.

“Who is your favorite basketball 

player?” One squirming student 
asks during the question-and-an-
swer portion. Wall’s response — he 
has always admired Allen Iverson 
— draws nods from only the prin-
cipal and a few teachers.

Ketcham’s fifth-graders, most 
of whom are 10 or 11 years old, 
were infants when the Washing-
ton Wizards drafted Wall with the 
No. 1 overall pick in 2010. So young 
were they during the point guard’s 
prime years that it isn’t a stretch to 
imagine they will know Wall’s leg-
acy in D.C. as one based in charity 
as much as basketball.

SEE WALL ON D3

Braced for emotional return, 
Wall reflects on  exit from D.C.
Trade to Rockets  didn’t break his bond to city, Beal

JOHN MCDONNELL/THE WASHINGTON POST

A rested Bradley Beal led five Wizards in double figures with 35 

points, but   communication on defense was key to Sunday’s victory.

BY AVA WALLACE

The Washington Wizards 
didn’t do much physically in just 
their third practice of the month 
Saturday ahead of their matchup 
against the Boston Celtics. Prac-
tice time has been scarce in Febru-
ary, with 16 games scheduled in 
27 days, so Coach Scott Brooks 
used the rare session to get his 
team in line mentally. The Wiz-
ards watched film unrushed and 

 Defensive e≠ort speaks 
for itself in Wizards’ win

Rockets at Wizards

Today, 7 p.m., NBCSW, NBA TVWIZARDS 104, 
CELTICS 91

BY KAREEM COPELAND

Brenda Frese was a little more 
than 24 hours away from becom-
ing the winningest coach in 
Maryland women’s basketball 
history when a storm encased the 
greater D.C. area in a thick layer 
of ice. The ninth-ranked Terra-
pins already had waited nine 
days since they last faced another 
team because of a coronavirus 

postponement, and now a can-
celed flight had put another game 
in jeopardy.

The Big Ten matchup at Ne-
braska would have to be a day 
trip, but a scrambled schedule 
and frigid temperatures had no 
effect on the Terrapins. Frese now 
stands alone with 500 wins at the 
helm of the Maryland program, 
breaking a tie with Chris Weller 
with a 95-73 blowout of the Corn-
huskers Sunday in Lincoln, Neb.

“It’s been an incredible jour-
ney,” Frese said. “One I’m incred-
ibly proud of. Most importantly is 
just the consistency factor to be 

able to do this at such a high 
factor, day in and day out, with 
just such incredible student-ath-
letes and families and staff and 
support staff to be able to make 
this happen.”

Frese likes to talk about how 
she was unable to comprehend 
500 wins when she first was hired 
to replace the retired Weller, who 
finished one short of that mile-
stone. She simply hoped to get a 
second contract and even lobbied 
to have Weller coach a game to 
reach that nice, round number. 
Nineteen seasons later, Frese has 
added the 2005-06 national 

championship and three Final 
Fours to her résumé, coached 14 
WNBA draft picks and put to-
gether 14 top-10 recruiting class-
es. She was named the national 
coach of the year in 2001-02, the 
season before then-athletic direc-
tor Debbie Yow poached Frese 
from Minnesota.

“The overachiever trait was 
what I really felt,” Yow told The 
Washington Post, “the spirit of 
the woman and how she speaks 
about winning and what can be 
done.”

Frese has downplayed the sig-
nificance of the milestone, but a 

toothy grin spread ear-to-ear as 
her team stormed her with a 
group hug, bouncing around the 
woman who brought this group 
together. Assistants gave the “we-
are-not-worthy” bow steps away.

Frese pointed to the stands 
after the final buzzer, where her 
two older sisters were able to 
attend, and she had a voice mail 
from Weller by the time she 
reached the locker room. The two 
had spoken this past week about 
the upcoming moment.

“She’s not one of these people 
who walks around with a chip on 
their shoulder,” Weller told The 

Frese stands alone after 500th victory with Terps
MARYLAND 95,
NEBRASKA 73

Illinois at Maryland

Wednesday, 1 p.m., Big Ten Network

but certainly I am not concerned about 
our team,” defenseman John Carlson said. 
“I think we got pieces in there that know 
what to do. . . . We are losing, and no one is 
accepting that, but I think our game is 
getting better. Feels like we are going 
longer stretches of going the right way.”

BY SAMANTHA PELL

pittsburgh — The Washington Capitals 
went into PPG Paints Arena on Sunday 
afternoon healthy, rested and eager to get 
back on track after an unexpected week-
long break. 

And with a full cast of skaters available 
for the first time in nearly four weeks, the 
Capitals came out with energy and set the 
pace early against the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins. But the chance to break their losing 
streak slipped away amid multiple lulls 
and shaky goaltending.

The Capitals fell to the Penguins, 6-3, 
and have lost four straight games in 
regulation after a 6-0-3 start to the sea-
son.

“[We’re] concerned about every game, 

Washington will get another chance to 
have things go the right way against the 
Penguins (7-5-1) when the rivals meet 
again Tuesday night at PPG Paints Arena.

If Vitek Vanecek is in the net for that 
game, it would be his 11th straight start. 
After allowing four goals on 36 shots 
Sunday, he has given up three or more 
goals in nine of his past 10 starts. The 
Capitals have allowed three or more goals 
in six straight games and in all but two 
games this season. They have allowed 
22 goals in the four-game skid.

Washington was down 4-3 entering the 
third period after Nicklas Backstrom’s 
late second-period score gave the Capitals 
a glimmer of hope. But it could never find 
the equalizer, and Jake Guentzel’s second-

SEE CAPITALS ON D2

Back and o≠ track

Capitals at Penguins

Tomorrow, 7 p.m., NBCSW, NBCSN

PENGUINS 6,
CAPITALS 3

Shaky goaltending results
in fourth straight loss

KEITH SRAKOCIC/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Bryan Rust scored past Capitals goalie Vitek Vanecek in the first period. Washington returned with a full lineup after three covid-related postponements. 

MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Maryland’s all-around 
performance has it in 
control all game as it tops 
Minnesota, 72-59. D4 

GOLF

Daniel Berger shoots a 65 
for a two-stroke victory at 
Pebble Beach as Jordan 
Spieth’s woes continue. D8

ON THE WEB 

The Daytona 500 was 
delayed by rain and ended 
too late for this edition. 
Please visit POSTSPORTS.COM.
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WINTER SPORTS

Kriechmayr triumphs
in  downhill at worlds

 Vincent Kriechmayr matched 
two legends of Alpine skiing at 
the world championships Sunday 
in Cortina d’ampezzo, Italy, by 
adding downhill gold to the 
super-G title he won three days 
ago.

The Austrian became only the 
third man to complete the so-
called speed double at a worlds 
after Hermann Maier did it in 
1999 and Bode Miller in 2005.

The race against the backdrop 
of snow-covered peaks in the 
Italian Dolomites lived up to its 
billing as one of the most eye-
catching downhills of the season, 
with spectacular crashes, 
faltering favorites, a surprise 
medalist and the smallest 
possible winning margin.

Kriechmayr edged Andreas 

Sander of Germany to the gold by 
one-hundredth of a second, with 
2017 world champion Beat Feuz 
of Switzerland finishing 0.18 
behind for the bronze.

Sander earned the German 
team its third silver medal at 
these worlds, after second-place 
finishes for Romed Baumann in 
super-G and Kira Weidle in 

women’s downhill.
Baumann was in the spotlight 

again right after he finished 
Sunday’s race but this time for a 
nasty fall, sliding skis first into 
the protective banners and 
completely disappearing beneath 
them.

Freed by coaches and officials, 
he came out with blood on his 
face and race suit. German ski 
federation sports director 
Wolfgang Maier said Baumann 
sustained a cut on his face but 
escaped serious injuries.

In another frightening 
incident, Maxence Muzaton 
avoided a serious crash when he 
caught a bump and fell headfirst 
after losing control over his right 
ski at 74.5 mph.

The Frenchman used an 
acrobatic recovery as he turned 
around and got upright while 
skiing backward before coming to 
a standstill.

One of the  favorites, 2014 
Olympic champion Matthias 

Mayer of Austria, started 
strongly but missed a gate 
halfway through his run.

Defending world champion 
Kjetil Jansrud of Norway 
finished  eighth.

The worlds continue Monday 
with the combined events for 
both women and men. . . . 

Kaillie Humphries wrapped 
up her  international season  by 
winning the inaugural women’s 
monobob world championship in 
Altenberg, Germany, adding that 
gold medal to the one she and 
Lolo Jones claimed on the same 
track last weekend.

It was her fifth world 
championship, her third in as 
many tries since getting her 
release from the Canadian 
program and beginning to slide 
for the United States in 2019.

Humphries’s final time for four 
runs over two days was 3 minutes 
59.62 seconds — a half-second 
better than anyone else.

Germany and Canada took the 
next six spots behind Humphries, 
with the Germans grabbing silver 
and bronze. . . . 

 Nils van der Poel of Sweden 
set a world record in the 10,000 
meters  to win his second title at 
the world single distances 
speedskating championships in 
Heerenveen, Netherlands.

Van der Poel’s  time of 12:32.95 
shaved nearly a second off the 
record set a year ago by Graeme 

Fish of Canada.
Jorrit Bergsma of the 

Netherlands  was  nearly 13 
seconds behind  Van der Poel, and 
Russia’s  Alexander Rumyantsev 
finished third. 

RUNNING

Beatrice Chepkoech of Kenya 
broke  the women’s world 5K 
record at the Monaco Run by 
finishing the road race in 14:43.

The previous record of 14:44 
was set  by Sifan Hassan in 2019.

Battling difficult  weather along 
the coastline of the French 
Riviera, the 29-year-old 
Chepkoech, who  set the world 
record in the steeplechase in 
2018,  passed  one kilometer in 2:57 
with a  15-second lead.

Meraf  Bahta finished second 
in 15:46, with Alice Finot third in 
15:52. Two-time world champion 
Joshua  Cheptegei, 24, of Uganda 
won the men’s race in 13:13. 

BASEBALL

The New York Mets  signed 
right-hander Tommy Hunter and 
left-hander Mike Montgomery to 
minor  league contracts and 
invited both  to big league camp.

Hunter, 34, had a 4.01 ERA in 
24  games  for  the Philadelphia 
Phillies last season and is  56-45 
with 22 saves and a 4.08 ERA in 
472 games over his 13-year career.

 Montgomery, 31, pitched in 
three games for the Kansas City 
Royals last year and is  23-34 with 
three saves and a 3.84 ERA in 183 
games over six seasons.

— From news services
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3 a.m. (Tue.) Australian Open, quarterfinals » ESPN2
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las vegas — Max Pacioretty 
scored early in the second period, 
Marc-Andre Fleury made 30 saves 
and the Vegas Golden Knights 
beat the Colorado Avalanche, 1-0, 
on Sunday.

Vegas, which improved to 5-1-0 
since returning from a pause be-
cause of  coronavirus protocols, 
leapfrogged  St. Louis to reclaim 
first place in the West Division. 
The Golden Knights have 21 
points, one more than the Blues.

Vegas was playing on the sec-
ond of back-to-back days after a 
3-1 win at San Jose on Saturday.

Colorado played for the first 
time in nearly two weeks after its 
schedule was paused because of 
coronavirus protocols.

Fleury, who has allowed two or 
fewer goals in seven of his eight 
starts this season, improved to 
12-5-2 lifetime against the Ava-
lanche. He  completed his second 
shutout of the season and the 63rd 
of his career, moving him within 
one of Henrik Lundqvist for 16th 
on the career list.

Colorado netminder Philipp 
Grubauer, who had played in nine 
of Colorado’s first 11 games, did 
not appear to be affected by the 
team’s pause. He was sharp in 
making 23 saves.

His only glitch came early in the 
second period, when Zach White-
cloud sent a long pass to Pacioret-
ty, who gathered the puck, raced to 
the top of the right circle and fired 
a wrist shot to Grubauer’s short 
side, just under his glove, for his 
seventh  goal of the season. 

Whitecloud has three points 
over his past five games and has 
been even or positive in the plus-
minus category in each of his past 
11 games since Jan. 16.

“We practice things day in and 
day out, have systems in place that 
allow guys to make plays and al-
low for guys to know where all the 
teammates are on the ice at once, 
and a big part of that is chemistry,” 
Whitecloud said. “I think a bigger 
part of that is communication. We 
have a group that’s very familiar 
with each other, very comfortable 
with each other, and we all know 
what our jobs are.”

That familiarity has helped the 
Golden Knights become a diverse 
bunch capable of riding out high-
scoring or low-scoring games — 
they’ve played eight games where 
both sides combined for at least 
six goals and five more where they 
combined for four or fewer.

“This team is built to compete 
any way you want to play,” Vegas 
Coach Peter DeBoer said. “If you 
want to have a physical, grind-it-
out, 1-0 game, we can play that 
game. We can also skate and score 
if we need to on a given night, if it’s 
going to be a more open game.”

 Colorado’s Brandon Saad 
played in his 600th career game.

The teams continue their four-
game set in Las Vegas on Tuesday 
before playing the third of four 
games at Lake Tahoe on Feb. 20 
and the finale in Denver on Feb. 22.

— Associated Press
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Pacioretty
and Fleury
lead Vegas
to a victory

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 1,
AVALANCHE 0

Vrana tied the game at 2 only 
3:26 into the second period with 
his backhand putback in front. It 
was Vrana’s first goal in seven 
games and his fourth of the sea-
son. He has three points (one goal 
and two assists) in his past three 
games.

Rust scored his second goal of 
the game with 13:16 left in the 
second period on the power play 
to give the Penguins a 3-2 lead. 
Guentzel’s goal at 9:16 pushed the 
Pittsburgh lead to two before 
Backstrom scored with 2:11 left in 
the second period. The Capitals 
couldn’t find the tying goal in the 
third to at least force overtime.

Backstrom, who has 250 career 
goals, has seven goals and 11 as-
sists in 13 games this season, both 
of which lead the Capitals.

samantha.pell@washpost.com

The matinee kicked off with 
Kuznetsov scoring his second 
goal in five games this season on a 
power play 5:18 into the first 
period. The puck redirected off 
John Marino’s stick and past un-
assuming goaltender Tristan Jar-
ry. 

Bryan Rust tied the score with 
9:31 left in the first period. The 
play turned in Pittsburgh’s favor 
after an ill-timed turnover by 
Orlov. 

Pittsburgh scored again 32 sec-
onds later with Brandon Tanev’s 
rebound goal, shortly after a face-
off win by Teddy Blueger.

“[We] will continue to work at 
it to be better defensively, but 
from the beginning of the year 
when we were giving up I think 
more numbers, more quality, 
more zone time, at the end of the 
day, the chances, they’ve got to 
continue to be worked on and be 
eliminated,” Laviolette said. 

reported that to the team and 
decided he didn’t want to risk his 
symptoms developing into some-
thing more.

“I [could have] potentially 
been positive and get somebody 
else sick, and then the whole team 
miss games,” Vrana said. “I just 
wasn’t feeling right. I think that 
was the right thing to do, and now 
I am back on track.” 

Washington avoided another 
major injury Sunday after Crosby 
appeared to have an ugly collision 
with Nic Dowd near the boards. 
Crosby kicked out Dowd’s left leg, 
and the Capitals’ fourth-line cen-
ter was slow to get up and limped 
down the tunnel to the locker 
room. While the injury looked 
significant, Dowd returned to the 
ice about two minutes later. 

Despite the rest and the re-
turns, the Capitals couldn’t mus-
ter enough offense for a come-
back. 

American Hockey League affili-
ate, the Hershey Bears.

Because he was away from the 
ice for so long after testing posi-
tive for the virus, the team want-
ed Samsonov to play in the AHL 
before returning. There is no 
timeline for the young Russian 
netminder, who was in the net 
Sunday against Lehigh Valley and 
allowed five goals on 29 shots in a 
5-4 overtime loss. 

Other players who returned 
included Justin Schultz, who 
missed four games after he took a 
puck to the face Jan. 28 against 
the New York Islanders. T.J. Oshie 
was also back in the lineup after 
he missed a game with an upper-
body injury. Vrana, who was 
briefly on the covid-19 protocol 
list, also returned after missing 
one game.

Vrana confirmed after the 
game that he was put on the list 
after he “didn’t feel right.” He 

period goal held up as the game-
winner. Zach Aston-Reese and 
Sidney Crosby scored empty-nett-
ers for the final margin.

“We knew coming in here with 
regard to the way Pittsburgh 
plays, they’re low with chances. 
They’re low with opportunity,” 
Capitals Coach Peter Laviolette 
said. “You’ve got to fight for your 
space. The push probably could 
have been better in the third to do 
that. I think the mind-set was 
right to go out there and to try 
and push.”

The Capitals played for the first 
time in seven days after three 
games were postponed because of 
coronavirus issues with their op-
ponents. Washington’s game 
Tuesday against the Philadelphia 
Flyers was postponed hours be-
fore scheduled puck drop. The 
team’s two-game road set against 
the Buffalo Sabres also was 
pushed back because of covid-19 
guidelines. 

The break gave Washington 
some time to rest and recover.

“We felt like we had sharp 
practices,” winger Jakub Vrana 
said. “We did everything right at 
the training. We were ready. Just 
today it wasn’t there.”

Washington had its full roster 
available Sunday for the first time 
since Jan. 19, the last time the 
Capitals played Pittsburgh. Four 
players — Alex Ovechkin, Evgeny 
Kuznetsov, Dmitry Orlov and Ilya 
Samsonov — were added to the 
NHL’s covid-19 protocol list 
Jan. 20 after Samsonov tested 
positive for the coronavirus. Then 
the Capitals dealt with injury 
after injury.

Nearly four weeks later, every-
one is back on the ice in some 
capacity. Ovechkin and Orlov 
were cleared Jan. 30. Kuznetsov 
made his return to the lineup 
Sunday after he missed eight 
games on the covid-19 list. 

Samsonov was removed from 
the NHL’s covid-19 list with Kuz-
netsov last Monday, but he was 
sent down Sunday to the team’s 

CAPITALS FROM D1

Capitals fall to Penguins despite returning with a healthy lineup
CAPITALS’ NEXT THREE

at Pittsburgh Penguins

Tomorrow 7  NBCSW, 

NBCSN

vs. Buffalo Sabres

Thursday 7 NBCSW

vs. New York Rangers

Saturday 7 NBCSW, NHLN

Radio: WJFK (106.7 FM)

KEITH SRAKOCIC/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Nicklas Backstrom, left, scored in the second period and has seven goals and 11 assists this season. 

Penguins 6, Capitals 3
CAPITALS ................................  1 2 0 — 3 
PENGUINS ...............................  2 2 2 — 6 

FIRST PERIOD

Scoring: 1, Capitals, Kuznetsov 2 (Eller, Schultz), 5:18 
(pp). 2, Penguins, Rust 4 (Matheson, Crosby), 10:29. 3, 
Penguins, Tanev 4 (Ruhwedel, Ceci), 11:01. Penalties: 
Letang, PIT (Slashing), 0:26; Zucker, PIT (Slashing), 
3:38; Backstrom, WSH (Roughing), 13:59.

SECOND PERIOD

Scoring: 4, Capitals, Vrana 4, 3:26. 5, Penguins, Rust 5 
(Guentzel, Letang), 6:44 (pp). 6, Penguins, Guentzel 5 
(Rust, Ceci), 10:44. 7, Capitals, Backstrom 7 (Ovechkin, 
Carlson), 17:49. Penalties: Dowd, WSH (High Sticking), 
6:17; Letang, PIT (Delay of Game), 8:25; Ruhwedel, PIT 
(Tripping), 13:06.

THIRD PERIOD

Scoring: 8, Penguins, Aston-Reese 2 (Jarry, Letang), 
18:57 (en). 9, Penguins, Crosby 5 (Guentzel), 19:11 (en). 
Penalties: None.

SHOTS ON GOAL

CAPITALS ................................  9 14 8 — 31
PENGUINS .............................  10 11 17 — 38
Power-play opportunities: Capitals 1 of 4; Penguins 1 of 
2. Goalies: Capitals, Vanecek 5-3-2 (36 shots-32 saves). 
Penguins, Jarry 3-4-1 (31-28). T: 2:29. 
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Justin Jackson scored a season-
high 22 points and hit a critical 
three-pointer in the final minute 
to help the Oklahoma City Thun-
der overcome Giannis Antetok-
ounmpo’s triple-double and beat 
the visiting Milwaukee Bucks, 114-
109, on Sunday night.

With Milwaukee making a late 
push, Jackson hit a three-pointer 
with 14.9 seconds remaining to 
put the Thunder in control for 
good in just his second start of the 
season.

Al Horford had 20 points, nine 
assists and seven rebounds; Lu-
guentz Dort scored 19 points; and 
Darius Bazley added 18 for Okla-
homa City. 

The Thunder won without lead-
ing scorer Shai Gilgeous-Alexan-
der, who sat out with a sprained 
left knee.

The Thunder had been nearing 
a breakthrough. During its recent 
three-game road trip, Oklahoma 
City lost back-to-back overtime 
games to the Los Angeles Lakers 
and dropped a two-point game to 
the Denver Nuggets.

Antetokounmpo had 24 points, 
17 rebounds and 10 assists for his 
fourth triple-double of the season, 
and Khris Middleton added 23 
points for the Bucks. Milwaukee 
has lost three straight.

The Bucks (16-11) missed 14 of 
their first 15 shots to start the 
second quarter, and the Thunder 
(11-15) took advantage and led 52-
41 at halftime.

Milwaukee rallied in the third 
quarter and took the lead late in 
the period. But Oklahoma City 
took control in the fourth. Back-
to-back buckets by Bazley and a 
three-pointer by Jackson gave the 
Thunder a 101-93 lead midway 
through the final quarter, and 
Oklahoma City held on.
l TRAIL BLAZERS 121, MAV-

ERICKS 118: Damian Lillard hit a 
tiebreaking three-pointer for 
Portland in the final minute after a 
big Dallas rally, and the Trail Blaz-
ers overcame another high-scor-
ing outing from Luka Doncic in a 
road victory over the Mavericks.

The young Dallas sensation 
scored 44 points two nights after 
getting a career-high 46 in a victo-
ry over New Orleans, but it wasn’t 
enough to extend the Mavericks’ 
four-game winning streak, tied for 
their longest this season.

Lillard finished with 34 points 
and 11 assists. He connected on the 
go-ahead three-pointer after Don-
cic assisted on a tying three from 
Dorian Finney-Smith. The Maver-
icks (13-15) trailed the Trail Blaz-
ers (16-10) by 13 midway through 
the fourth quarter.

l SPURS 122, HORNETS 110: 
Dejounte Murray had 26 points 
and 12 rebounds, and visiting San 
Antonio outlasted shorthanded 
Charlotte.

Derrick White scored 12 of his 
season-high 25 points in the 
fourth quarter, helping San Anto-
nio to its fifth win in six games. 
The Spurs (16-11) also improved to 
5-0 this season against Eastern 
Conference teams. 

Terry Rozier had 33 points for 
the Hornets (13-15), who played 
without leading scorer Gordon 
Hayward because of a sore back 
and P.J. Washington, Caleb Martin 
and Cody Martin because of 
health and safety protocols. In ad-
dition, Devonte’ Graham departed 
because of knee discomfort and 
did not play in the second half.
l PISTONS 123, PELICANS 

112: Mason Plumlee had 17 points, 
10 rebounds and 10 assists for his 
first career triple-double, and De-
troit spoiled Stan Van Gundy’s re-
turn to Motown, beating New Or-
leans.

Van Gundy was the coach and 
president of basketball operations 
for the Pistons from 2014 to 2018. 
He’s coaching the Pelicans now, 
and Detroit (8-19) became the lat-
est team to blitz New Orleans (11-
15) from three-point range.

The Pistons had six players with 
at least 15 points, and Detroit went 
17 of 35 from beyond the arc — 13 of 
21 during the final three quarters.

Josh Jackson led Detroit with 21 
points, and Svi Mykhailiuk added 
18.
l SUNS 109, MAGIC 90: 

Devin Booker scored 27 points, 
Mikal Bridges added 21, and Phoe-
nix cruised to its sixth straight 
victory, beating Orlando at home.

The Suns have won nine of their 
past 10 games, and this one wasn’t 
close. Phoenix never trailed and 
jumped out to a 14-2 lead after 
Orlando missed 12 of its first 13 
shots.

It never got much better for the 
Magic, which had just eight play-
ers available because of injuries. 
Orlando has lost eight of its past 10 
and fell to 10-18. The Suns im-
proved to 17-9.
l TIMBERWOLVES 116, 

RAPTORS 112:  Karl-Anthony 
Towns scored seven of his 20 
points late in the fourth quarter 
before fouling out, and Minnesota 
snapped a four-game losing streak 
with a win in Tampa.

Malik Beasley also scored 20 
points and Anthony Edwards add-
ed 18 for the Timberwolves (7-20), 
who shot 69 percent in the second 
half.

Toronto (12-15) had a chance to 
tie the game in the closing seconds 
after Beasley stepped out of 
bounds with 12.1 seconds left for 
Minnesota’s eighth turnover of 
the fourth quarter. But Pascal 
Siakam missed a layup that was 
contested by Jaden McDaniels.

NBA ROUNDUP

Jackson comes through 
late to lift Oklahoma City

THUNDER 114,
BUCKS 109

Wizards 104, Celtics 91
Boston ................................  22 21 24 24 — 91
Washington ........................  29 26 34 15 — 104

BOSTON MIN FG FT O-T A PF PTS

Ojeleye 30:31 1-6 0-0 0-2 0 4 3 
Tatum 23:21 3-14 0-1 2-8 4 4 6 
Theis 20:25 1-5 2-2 0-2 2 3 4 
Brown 28:40 11-21 1-3 3-7 0 2 25 
Walker 29:03 9-18 3-4 0-7 2 1 25 
Nesmith 28:39 1-4 2-3 0-5 0 3 5 
Thompson 18:08 1-3 0-2 3-8 0 1 2 
Pritchard 17:27 2-7 0-0 1-3 2 1 4 
Williams 12:03 0-1 0-0 1-2 1 3 0 
Williams III 10:31 1-3 3-5 2-2 1 3 5 
Edwards 5:18 1-4 1-2 0-0 0 0 4 
Fall 5:18 1-1 1-2 2-4 0 2 3 
Green 5:18 0-1 3-4 0-0 0 0 3 
Waters 5:18 0-2 2-2 0-0 2 0 2 
Teague 0:00 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 

TOTALS 240 32-90 18-30 14-50 14 27 91 

 Percentages: FG .356, FT .600.  3-Point Goals: 9-35, .257 
(Walker 4-7, Brown 2-5, Edwards 1-2, Nesmith 1-4, 
Ojeleye 1-6, Green 0-1, Waters 0-1, Williams 0-1, Tatum 
0-2, Pritchard 0-3, Theis 0-3).  Team Rebounds: 12. Team 
Turnovers: None.  Blocked Shots: 2 (Brown, Williams III).  
Turnovers: 17 (Brown 5, Walker 5, Tatum 2, Williams 2, 
Nesmith, Theis, Williams III).  Steals: 5 (Walker 2, 
Brown, Tatum, Williams III).  Technical Fouls: None. 

WASHINGTON MIN FG FT O-T A PF PTS

Hachimura 22:18 5-9 5-5 1-4 1 2 15 
Mathews 19:35 0-2 0-0 0-3 0 2 0 
Wagner 22:20 4-7 3-4 0-4 2 3 11 
Beal 33:09 10-18 11-11 0-7 5 2 35 
Westbrook 29:04 6-19 1-3 2-9 11 3 13 
Avdija 27:59 2-9 3-4 1-10 0 4 8 
Lopez 25:32 3-6 4-4 3-4 3 1 10 
Neto 24:28 1-3 2-2 1-3 1 1 4 
Bertans 24:20 2-7 2-3 1-8 1 3 8 
Bonga 5:18 0-1 0-0 0-0 0 3 0 
Brown Jr. 5:18 0-2 0-0 0-2 0 1 0 
Robinson 0:39 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 

TOTALS 240 33-83 31-36 9-54 24 25 104 

 Percentages: FG .398, FT .861.  3-Point Goals: 7-30, .233 
(Beal 4-9, Bertans 2-6, Avdija 1-5, Brown Jr. 0-1, Lopez 
0-1, Neto 0-1, Wagner 0-1, Hachimura 0-2, Mathews 0-2, 
Westbrook 0-2).  Team Rebounds: 9. Team Turnovers: 2.  
Blocked Shots: 3 (Bertans, Lopez, Wagner).  Turnovers: 
16 (Beal 6, Westbrook 3, Avdija 2, Lopez 2, Brown Jr., 
Hachimura, Wagner).  Steals: 9 (Beal 2, Mathews 2, 
Wagner 2, Hachimura, Neto, Westbrook).  Technical 
Fouls: Wizards, 7:36 second. 

in transition defense. That’s been 
an Achilles’ heel for a while now. 
We weren’t worried about hang-
ing around, trying to get an offen-
sive rebound. We were getting 
back and getting into our defen-
sive stance. We talked about that. 
We walked through it yesterday.”

There was no talk of cracking 
cans of White Claw, as Brooks joked 
about after Washington’s stunning 
win against the Brooklyn Nets two 
weeks ago. The coach and his play-
ers were measured in their post-
game video conferences with just 
seven victories to their name this 
season. More than that, the Wiz-
ards have posted back-to-back wins 
just once this season, Jan. 1 and 3.

They will get another chance 
Monday with John Wall and the 
Houston Rockets coming to town.

“It’s a big boost, 100 percent,” 
Beal said of the win. “On the other 
side, we still didn’t do a lot of things 
perfect. A lot of things we were 
messing up on the fly. But I think 
our effort is what saved us. . . . We 
kind of showed our hand of what 
we were capable of doing, and now, 
like I’ve been saying the last couple 
games, it’s consistency. We’ve got 
to build on that. Definitely excited 
about getting a win against a great 
team, but we’ve got another one 
coming in tomorrow that we’ve got 
to get some get-back on.”

ava.wallace@washpost.com

starting lineup — their 17th this 
season — and an opponent that 
looked as if it limped all the way to 
Capital One Arena from Boston 
after a brutal Friday night loss to 
the six-win Detroit Pistons.

“We were just locked in, from 
the practice we had yesterday, 
coming in today,” said Beal, who 
sat out Friday’s loss to the New 
York Knicks for rest. “We knew 
who we were playing. We knew 
what was at stake. We could come 
out lackadaisical and be down 30 
early, or we could be ready to go 
and battle from the jump.”

Washington chose Option B and 
played one of its best first quarters 
of the season with Moritz Wagner, 
usually a third-string center, and 
Garrison Mathews starting along-
side usual starters Beal, Russell 
Westbrook and Rui Hachimura. 
Thanks in part to Wagner, prob-
ably the loudest player on the ros-
ter, it was easier to hear the Wiz-
ards on defense from tip-off than it 
has been all season inside a largely 
empty Capital One Arena.

They held a 12-point lead at 
halftime, with Boston’s offense 
looking anemic.

“Moe talks. He communicates. 
Sometimes you want him to be 
quiet at times, but I like that,” said 
Brooks, who gave Wagner the 
start simply to give the team a 
different look at center. “I like the 
fact that he’s always engaged — 
you hear him behind. Even when 
he’s not playing, he’s still on the 
bench talking. I think he impact-
ed the game that way.”

Beal looked as if he had swal-
lowed rocket fuel after three rest-
ful days and led five scorers in 
double figures with 35 points on 
10-for-18 shooting overall. He was 
11 for 11 from the foul line and 
added seven rebounds, five assists 
and two steals.

Hachimura added 15 points in 
what Brooks called one of his best 
games of the year because of his 
activity on defense. Westbrook 
had 13 points, nine rebounds and 
11 assists.

Wagner had 11 points in his first 
start of the season and just the 
sixth in his two seasons with the 
Wizards.

After a week in which Washing-
ton players up and down the ros-
ter spoke about the need to take 
pride in individual defense, Wag-
ner spoke about the role trust — in 
themselves and in each other — 
played in Sunday’s win.

“The start had a lot to do with 
it. Just not getting down in the 
first quarter — and I don’t even 
mean points. I just mean mental-
ly, like, keep trusting each other,” 
Wagner said. “Keep being uplifted 
and engaged throughout the 
whole first half. And then, yeah, 
once you establish that trust, it’s 
easier to go into the second half, 
keep on going like that. We’ve got 
to be sure to have that defensive 
intensity every game.”

The Wizards’ defense did the 
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yeoman’s work its once high-pow-
ered offense did at the beginning 
of the season.

Washington shot 39.8 percent 
overall and just 23.3 percent from 
three as its long-range shooting 
struggles continued, but the of-
fense hummed anyway with some 
of the better ball movement de-
ployed all season. The Wizards 
had 21 assists on 29 made baskets 
through three quarters and en-
tered the fourth with a 22-point 
lead.

Boston (13-13) shot 35.6 per-
cent overall and 25.7 percent from 
three. With Tatum wrapped up for 
23 minutes, Jaylen Brown and 
Kemba Walker sustained the of-
fense with 25 points apiece.

“I thought tonight we were just 
active,” Brooks said. “We got back 

WIZARDS’ NEXT THREE

vs. Houston Rockets

Today 7 NBCSW, 

NBA TV

vs. Denver Nuggets

Wednesday 8 NBCSW

at Portland Trail Blazers

Saturday 10 NBCSW+

Radio: WFED (1500 AM)

Defensive chatter is  talked up after win

JOHN MCDONNELL/THE WASHINGTON POST

Russell Westbrook nearly had a triple-double, but  defense  keyed Washington’s  victory Sunday. 

The point guard said their 
friendship has been easy to main-
tain since he was traded because its 
strongest thread always has been 
their off-court bond. The pair grew 
into adulthood together, became 
fathers around the same time. Beal 
sat in the hospital to provide Wall 
comfort when his mother was dy-
ing of cancer in late 2019.

“That was more than anything, 
that’s a brother outside of basket-
ball,” Wall said. “Nobody thought 
we was going to shake hands be-
fore [the Wizards and the Rockets 
played in January]. Nobody 
thought we was going to shake 
hands and talk after — I’ll take the 
fine with that, even though we’re 
supposed to have covid protocols. 
Because that’s somebody I respect 
on a high level. Every time that 
we’re just playing, if I’m not play-
ing, I’m definitely watching him 
play because he’s a hell of a talent in 
this league.  That’s talent at the 
highest level, and it’s kind of dope 
to see him get some all-star nods 
and get that respect he deserves. So 
I’m happy for everything he got.”

Not being able to make his 
comeback with Beal by his side is 
one of the things that pains Wall 
most about the trade. He said the 
pair spoke about his return 
throughout the summer as Wall 
started scrimmaging more seri-
ously, daydreaming about work-
ing together to lift the Wizards out 
of their recent doldrums.

“We were like, we’ll run it back 
one more year,” Wall said. “See 
how this goes with Brad. If it don’t 
work, we know what’s going to 
happen. I never got that. And 
that’s one of the things that hurt 
me more than anything. That and 
I never got the opportunity to play 
in front of those fans. Even though 
we can’t have fans there, they’d 
still get to see me in that uniform, 
in that city, in that arena.”

ava.wallace@washpost.com

‘Brother outside of basketball’
In his new city, the one Wall is 

still getting used to, he felt the Rock-
ets’ embrace straight away. He was 
reunited with  close friend and col-
lege teammate DeMarcus Cousins, 
and even after early-season drama 
with James Harden, Wall felt an 
immediate kinship with Christian 
Wood and Victor Oladipo.

“I walked into the locker room 
to be around the guys. They all 
respected me,” said Wall, a five-
time all-star. “They understood 
what my résumé said. Around the 
same time, I’m around a lot of guys 
that’s hungry and have a lot to 
prove just like I do coming off of 
injury or had probably been writ-
ten off and traded multiple times.”

The point guard shows flashes of 
his pre-injury self more frequently 
with each passing game — some-
thing that wasn’t a certainty for a 
player coming off of an Achilles’ 
injury whose trademark is light-
ning-quick speed. Wall is averaging 
19.5 points and 5.9 assists through 
17 games with the Rockets and is so 
comfortable that he recently said 
he feels like he became the team’s 
franchise player when Harden was 
traded to the Brooklyn Nets.

It is the status he’s most familiar 
with in an organization, the same 
one he occupied for nearly a dec-
ade before the Wizards shifted to 
build around  former backcourt 
mate Bradley Beal.

“I’m happy that he’s back. He 
fought hard, for [two] years, to 
come back,” Wizards Coach Scott 
Brooks said in January. “I hope 
that he has a healthy year and 
finishes his career healthy. He’s 
earned that.”

Wall said he never bristled at 
the thought of Beal, 27, taking a 
larger role in the organization, 
though the pair occasionally 
clashed while Wall was in Wash-
ington and their relationship pro-
vided media fodder for years.

Even so, multiple people in the 
league said the Wizards were not 
actively looking to trade Wall in 
the immediate aftermath of the 
September incident.

But by Dec. 2, Houston and 
Washington had reached a deal 
that the Wizards felt was too good 
to leave on the table. In exchange 
for Westbrook, the Wizards sent 
Wall and a protected future first-
round pick to Houston.

“The video in the summer kind 
of pushed them to a certain extent, 
which I understand,” Wall said. 
“I’m not mad at it. I said my apolo-
gies. If they wanted to move going 
forward from that, then I would’ve 
respected it. . . . But you’re feeding 
me one thing, but on the other end 
it’s totally different. That’s the 
most hurtful thing out of all of it.”

Sheppard declined to answer 
questions about what he shared 
with Wall and the timeline of trade 
talks in a recent phone interview.

“I wish John the best,” Shep-
pard said. “He’s a special player 
and is a special person to this city.”

front office and, in the following 
days and weeks, was told that the 
team had gotten over the incident. 
Publicly, Sheppard said the Wiz-
ards were disappointed but had to 
move forward.

Privately, the video enraged 
some within the organization, in-
cluding owner Ted Leonsis, ac-
cording to multiple people close to 
the franchise. Not only did it feel 
like a slap in the face — Wall had 
earned more than $57 million in 
the nearly two seasons he spent 
away from an NBA court — but 
many within the organization rec-
ognized a pattern of behavior from 
their 30-year-old star.

It wasn’t the first time he had 
been caught on tape partying 
when he perhaps shouldn’t have 
been. Wall also had been caught 
flashing gang signs at least once 
before, on court during a playoff 
series against the Atlanta Hawks 
in 2015, which the league office 
brought to the team’s attention. 
(At the time, Washington pushed 
back against the accusations.)

Wall said. “I still think about that 
day — but, like, once the trade hap-
pened, I was [in Houston] going 
into training camp, preseason, I’d 
still be like, wow. I can’t believe I’m 
putting my jersey on for the first 
time in two years, but it’s a different 
uniform, in a different city.”

A turning point

On the evening of Nov. 17, Wall, 
who spends his offseasons in Mi-
ami, was getting ready to return to 
Washington to prepare for the 
2020-21 season when the texts 
from friends and other interested 
parties began rolling in. There was 
a tweet that said the Rockets and 
Wizards had discussed a trade 
centered on him and Westbrook. 
Was it real?

Wall wasn’t sure, but his initial 
reaction was that it couldn’t be.

“I’m like, there’s no way I’m 
traded, boy!” Wall said. “I haven’t 
played in two years! Who wants to 
trade for a guy that’s injured?”

Wall’s first call was to Wizards 
General Manager Tommy Shep-
pard, who told the point guard not 
to worry. But Wall felt “blindsid-
ed” by the rumors, he said.

Three days later, a person with 
knowledge of the situation con-
firmed to The Washington Post 
that Wall had made it clear he 
wanted out of Washington.

In retrospect, Wall sees the 
turning point in his decade-long 
relationship with the Wizards 
clearly: a 13-second video clip that 
hit the Internet in the early morn-
ing hours of Sept. 13 and went 
viral. In it, Wall was shirtless, out 
of sorts, at a crowded party in the 
middle of a pandemic and appar-
ently flashing gang signs.

“In all reality,” Wall said, “I think 
they probably never did get past it, 
but they told me they did.”

Wall issued a vague apology on 
Twitter hours later, spoke to his 
teammates and Washington’s 

In many ways, Wall is okay with 
that. After Washington traded him 
for point guard Russell Westbrook 
in a blockbuster deal in early De-
cember, the 30-year-old wanted to 
invest in a new long-term project 
in the District. He and his founda-
tion committed to donating 
$5,000 to all Ketcham fifth-grad-
ers’ higher education plans if they 
graduate from high school with at 
least a 3.0 GPA.

“That’s the bigger factor than 
basketball, to me,” Wall said in a 
recent phone conversation before 
invoking a phrase his late mother 
would often repeat. “She would 
say, ‘It’s great to be known as a 
great basketball player, but it’s 
even better to be known as a great 
person.’ ”

Wall takes solace in that, be-
lieves it deeply. He still isn’t sure 
how he will feel Monday when he 
returns to Capital One Arena for 
the first time since Dec. 3, when he 
visited the venue to say his good-
byes the day after the deal was 
done. It won’t be his first game 
against his old team — that was in 
January, when Wall led the Rock-
ets to a 107-88 win with 24 points 
and five assists and he and West-
brook were each assessed a techni-
cal foul after jawing at each other.

But Wall expects Monday to 
make him more emotional. Al-
most every milestone in the point 
guard’s adult life happened while 
he was playing for Washington, 
including the births of his two 
sons and the death of his mother. 
Every time he imagined his return 
during the nearly two years he 
spent sidelined, recovering from a 
foot and Achilles’ injury, he saw 
himself in a Wizards jersey.

“Don’t get me wrong; it was kind 
of mind-blowing digesting being 
somewhere new. I’d only been in 
one place from when I was 19 to 30,” 

WALL FROM D1

Wall wanted one last chance with Beal and Wizards but found a fit in Houston

GERALD HERBERT/ASSOCIATED PRESS

John Wall   spent the first decade of his NBA career with the 

Wizards. He returns to Capital One Arena as a visitor Monday.
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college basketball

just coming out and keeping our 
head high and playing Maryland 
basketball for 40 minutes.”

Maryland originally went to 
Baltimore-Washington Interna-
tional Marshall Airport for a 
2 p.m. flight Saturday, but it was 
delayed until 5 p.m. and even-
tually canceled. The team re-
turned to campus and tried again 
at 6:30 a.m. Sunday. The team 
landed at about 10:45 a.m. Cen-
tral time, went to take coronavi-
rus tests and finally arrived at the 
hotel at about noon to eat. The 
team left the hotel at 2 p.m. 
without time for a shoot-around.

Frese said the Terps “didn’t 
flinch,” which also could sum up 
her career in College Park.

“She got that job when she was 
so young, and she’s still so young 
and dynamic,” ESPN analyst Hol-
ly Rowe said, “and what she’s 
been able to build there is really 
spectacular. I’m excited for her.

“It’s really awesome what 
Brenda’s been able to build there 
and the level of consistency she’s 
been able to achieve and being 
competitive in different leagues. 
Wherever Maryland is, they are 
competitive. And I think that’s a 
true testament to Brenda.”
kareem.copeland@washpost.com

(and 557-160 overall), but her 
Terps dominated again in a clas-
sic Frese fashion. The Terps 
sprinted out of the gate and used 
a 12-0 run to take a 10-point lead 
less than four minutes into the 
game. Maryland led 27-16 by the 
end of the first quarter and 
scored seven baskets in transi-
tion in those first 10 minutes. The 
Cornhuskers were never closer 
than 10 the rest of the way, and 
the 95 points set a record for 
Pinnacle Bank Arena.

Ashley Owusu scored a game-
high 25 points for Maryland 
(14-2, 10-1 Big Ten) to go along 
with seven rebounds and seven 
assists. Diamond Miller added 
24 points, and Mimi Collins 
scored 19, her second most this 
season, and grabbed seven re-
bounds. Chloe Bibby finished 
with 16 points and knocked down 
four three-pointers.

Ruby Porter led Nebraska (9-9, 
7-8) with 19 points, while Kate 
Cain and Isabelle Bourne scored 
17 apiece.

“Just coming out and playing 
Maryland basketball,” Owusu 
said. “We kind of had a rough day 
between yesterday and today. So 

MARYLAND FROM D1

Frese gets milestone win 
as Terps rout Nebraska
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Michigan only needed 20 min-
utes or so to shake off the rust from 
a three-week layoff.

Isaiah Livers scored 20 points, 
Hunter Dickinson had 11 points 
and 15 rebounds, and the No. 3 
Wolverines rallied from a 14-point 
deficit to beat No. 21 Wisconsin, 
67-59, on Sunday in Madison, Wis.

The Wolverines (14-1, 9-1 Big 
Ten) hadn’t played since a  70-53 
victory at Purdue on Jan. 22. Mich-
igan announced the following day  
it was pausing all athletic activi-
ties after several people linked to 
the athletic department tested 
positive for a coronavirus variant 
that transmits at a higher rate.

“I was outside, I was doing 
jump-rope, I was doing everything 
necessary to stay in shape,” Livers 
said. “A lot of other guys were, too. 
We all had a program. We all 
stayed true to it, and obviously 
[you saw] the outcome. We’re get-
ting back in our rhythm, back in 
that Michigan basketball rhythm.”

After trailing most of the way, 
Michigan scored the game’s final 
eight points. Wisconsin (15-7, 9-6) 
collected just six points and one 
basket over the final 7:45.

“We’re fit to play I think any 
kind of style — a fast-paced game, 
a slow-paced game, a grind-it-out 
game, whatever,” said Dickinson, 
who also had five blocks. “With 
our depth, I think we have the 
ability to do so much out there, 
win in so many different ways.”

Michigan trailed 57-56 when 
Dickinson (DeMatha) got the of-
fensive rebound off a missed 
three-pointer from Eli Brooks and 
found Livers, who sank a three-
pointer with 2:48 left. D’Mitrik 
Trice tied the game by hitting two 
free throws, but Michigan pulled 
ahead for good on Dickinson’s put-
back with 1:46 remaining.
l DRAKE 51, LOYOLA CHI-

CAGO 50 (OT): In Des Moines, 
Tremell Murphy scored 17 points, 
including the go-ahead basket in 
overtime, and the Bulldogs rallied 
past the No. 22 Ramblers.

Murphy’s layup with 2:50 re-
maining put the Bulldogs ahead 
for good, 49-48, in the defensive 
struggle between the Missouri 
Valley Conference schools. 

Drake (20-2, 11-2) won despite 
shooting 33.3 percent. Loyola 
(18-4, 13-2) shot 35.1 percent.
l RICHMOND 90, ST. 

MARY’S (MD.) 49: Blake Francis 
scored 17 points as the Spiders 
(11-4) returned from a 19-day coro-
navirus-related pause with a victo-
ry over the Division III Seahawks 
in Richmond. 

South Carolina women roll

Destanni Henderson scored 
19 points and Aliyah Boston added 
12 points and 13 rebounds as the 
No. 1 South Carolina women beat 
LSU, 66-59, in Columbia, S.C., for 
their 31st straight SEC victory. 

The Gamecocks (17-2, 12-0) ha-
ven’t lost in league play since fall-
ing to Arkansas in the SEC tourna-
ment quarterfinals in March 2019.

Jailin Cherry had a career-high 
19 points for the Tigers (8-10, 6-6). 
l TEXAS A&M 80, TENNES-

SEE 70: Destiny Pitts had a sea-
son-high 18 points, and the No. 6 
Aggies (19-1, 10-1 SEC) used strong 
free throw shooting late to hold on 
against the No. 16 Lady Vols (12-5, 
6-3) in College Station, Tex. 
l BAYLOR 60, TEXAS 35: In 

Waco, Tex., Moon Ursin and 
Queen Egbo had double-doubles 
for the No. 7 Bears (16-2, 11-1 Big 
12), who held the Longhorns (14-6, 
8-5) to their second-fewest points 
ever in a game. 
l ARIZONA 75, WASHING-

TON 53: Sam Thomas scored 20 
points as the No. 10 Wildcats (14-2, 
12-2) continued the best start in 
program history with the win over 
the Huskies (5-11, 2-11) in Tucson. 
l GEORGE WASHINGTON 

56, ST. BONAVENTURE 39: Ali 
Brigham scored 15 points as the 
Colonials (6-12, 3-9 Atlantic 10) 
routed the Bonnies (5-11, 4-9) at 
Smith Center.
l NAVY 50, LOYOLA (MD.) 

46: In Annapolis, the Midship-
men (4-6, 4-2 Patriot League) beat 
the Greyhounds (0-8, 0-8) for the 
second time over the weekend.
l DUQUESNE 55, GEORGE 

MASON 49: Rachel Balzer led the 
Patriots (3-16, 0-12 Atlantic 10) 
with 14 points in a loss to the 
Dukes (3-8, 2-5) at EagleBank Are-
na.

ROUNDUP

Wolverines 
end layo≠ 
by beating 
Badgers

MICHIGAN 67,
WISCONSIN 59

Maker’s decision was 
premature,” Joseph Cooper, a 
University of Massachusetts 
Boston professor and author of 
the forthcoming “A Legacy of 
African American Resistance 
and Activism Through Sport,” 
emailed me last week. “But it did 
plant a seed of thought in many 
people’s minds that [historically 
White institutions] are not the 
only way to go. With players 
such as LaMelo Ball, Jalen 
Green, and others deciding to 
bypass the NCAA and with the 
Fair Play to Pay Act coming 
down the pipeline, I think the 
cracks in the system are 
gradually beginning to widen 
and eventually the system will 
not be sustainable unless it 
decides to alter its bylaws to 
engage in more equitable 
practices with the college 
athletes.”

HBCUs certainly have 
returned dividends to their 
students. Just look over the 
political landscape — at 
Howard graduates in particular. 
Kamala D. Harris helped defeat 
the Trump ticket to become the 
first woman and person of color 
as vice president of the United 
States. (That can’t be said 
enough times.) Letitia James is 
the New York attorney general 
investigating the dealings of the 
Trump Organization. And last 
week Fani T. Willis, the Fulton 
County  district attorney, 
announced her office would 
investigate election meddling 
in Georgia prompted by Donald 
Trump’s phone calls to the 
state’s election officials after he 
lost his bid for reelection to 
president to Joe Biden.

But unless and until the 
college athletic economic model 
is changed — or HBCUs can and 
do create their own new model 
— “the amateur athlete,” as Du 
Bois wrote, “is involved in 
deceit.”

And the real game remains 
unchanged.

sports@washpost.com

Kevin B. Blackistone, ESPN panelist 

and visiting professor at the Philip 

Merrill College of Journalism at the 

University of Maryland, writes sports 

commentary for The Washington 

Post.

to an HBCU.
That wasn’t all. A star football 

prospect being recruited by the 
cream of college programs last 
fall said he would go to the most 
famous Black college team at 
Grambling State. And NFL Hall 
of Famer Deion Sanders took 
the head coaching job at 
Jackson State, where his 
flamboyance attracted other 
former NFL standouts to assist 
him. It landed Jackson State, 
where Walter Payton made his 
name, a few top recruits and six 
appearances on ESPN networks.

Many of us have long 
wondered about or 
championed, quite selfishly, the 
idea of the best young Black 
athletes migrating back to the 
HBCUs where their 
predecessors once starred, 
turning them into nationally 
relevant programs that could 
compete with large state and 
powerful private athletic 
programs for prestige and gobs 
of money. I said selfishly 
because many of us who 
advocate for such a radical 
change didn’t ourselves choose 
HBCUs for college.

But it is all quite shortsighted 
unless HBCUs are going to treat 
Black athletic talent more 
equitably than the Marylands, 
Virginias, Dukes and other 
predominantly White 
institutions do.

Because the game isn’t about 
where those particular laborers 
go but about whether those 
laborers get to share in the 
wealth they create — no matter 
where they toil.

Maker played but two games 
after enduring injury and the 
coronavirus, the university 
reported. The team lost both of 
those games and four out of the 
only five games it tipped off. 
The coronavirus caused the 
cancellation of its showcase 
game against Notre Dame, 
which undoubtedly promised a 
pretty paycheck. So Howard 
didn’t even cash in on Maker’s 
novelty.

More importantly, Maker and 
his teammates didn’t cash in 
either, which was Du Bois’s 
point all those years ago. Call it 
a myth of Black athletics.

“The excitement about Makur 

much of the 20th century — 
rather than at the 
predominantly White 
institutions where, since the 
1980s, they have helped 
generate billions of dollars. 
Their decisions to go Black were 
touted in some corners as game 
changers.

I was reminded of that 
misnomer last week, when 
Howard University announced 
it was sidelining its men’s 
basketball season because of the 
coronavirus. This had been the 
most anticipated season in 
forever for D.C.’s famous HBCU, 
where Du Bois spoke often and 
received an honorary degree. 
The small historic campus on a 
small rise in the city’s most 
storied Black neighborhood, 
LeDroit Park — where Black 
luminaries such as Duke 
Ellington and Sen. Edward 
Brooke were born and reared, 
and others, such as Paul 
Laurence Dunbar, relocated to 
and lived — was again making 
history.

Last summer, a 6-foot-11 
teenage basketball wunderkind 
of East African roots, Makur 
Maker, chose it for his collegiate 
basketball career rather than 
some predominantly White 
institution with a highly 
regarded multimillion-dollar 
basketball program such as 
Kentucky, UCLA and Memphis, 
all of which he was said to have 
spurned in favor of the Bison. 
Maker was so good, it was said 
he could go to the NBA after one 
year at Howard if he chose. He 
was what we call a five-star 
recruit, the first such highly 
regarded basketball talent 
(since anyone started keeping 
track of such things) to go to an 
HBCU since segregation around 
White campuses started eroding 
— at least for Black male 
athletes who could attract the 
TV rights fees and ticket sales 
that made the White men who 
ran those sports not only 
winners but rich.

His decision led another 
highly regarded Black high 
school player, Mikey Williams, 
to congratulate Maker, to 
suggest he might follow Maker 

BLACKISTONE FROM D1

KEVIN B. BLACKISTONE

For HBCUs, many  old obstacles remain

placing a bit of pressure on Mary-
land for the first time all evening. 
The Terps had led by 17 with 7:35 
remaining, but Turgeon had to call 
a timeout after they had gone nearly 
four minutes without scoring. Fol-
lowing another empty possession, 
sophomore forward Isaiah Ihnen 
made a shot from deep for Minne-
sota, but then Wiggins sparked 
Maryland’s response. Morsell made 
a jumper in the paint with 1:42 to go, 
restoring the double-digit margin.

The Gophers usually rely on 
standout guard Marcus Carr, but 

BY EMILY GIAMBALVO

Maryland’s potential revealed 
itself inside Xfinity Center on Sun-
day night. The Terrapins have 
struggled at times this season — 
sometimes because their offense 
becomes stagnant and ineffective, 
occasionally because their defense 
hasn’t played up to par. But early in 
their game against Minnesota, the 
Terps’ best qualities converged and 
led to a dominant performance.

And when Minnesota charged 
back, trimming the Terps’ lead to 
six points with three minutes to 
go, junior guard Aaron Wiggins 
nailed a three-pointer to help 
Maryland reclaim the cushion it 
held much of the game. Maryland 
went on to a 72-59 win, another 
crucial piece to the team’s NCAA 
tournament résumé.

The Terrapins’ defense gave the 
Golden Gophers trouble all night, 
and on the other end of the floor, 
Maryland (11-10, 5-9 Big Ten) pro-
duced its best shooting perform-
ance in conference play this sea-
son by making 52.9 percent of its 
field goal attempts.

“It was good to see a couple 
shots go down, to see us flying 
around on defense, all locked in, 
all on one page,” said Darryl Mor-
sell, the team’s senior guard and 
defensive leader.

The Terps thrived with a well-
balanced attack, and four players 
scored in double figures. Wiggins 
led the group with 17 points, in-
cluding 3-for-5 shooting from 
three-point range. Senior forward 
Galin Smith recorded 10 points on 
4-for-4 shooting and added a ca-
reer-high four assists. Smith de-
fended well in the post, holding 
Minnesota center Liam Robbins to 
just two points. Coach Mark Tur-
geon called the game Smith’s best 
performance since he transferred 
from Alabama in the offseason.

“He keeps getting better,” Tur-
geon said. “He keeps getting more 
comfortable. We keep getting more 
comfortable with him, and you’re 
seeing growth among players indi-
vidually and among our team.”

Minnesota (13-8, 6-8) cut the 
Terps’ lead to nine points with 
about four minutes left in the game, 

he had a quiet evening, scoring 
only nine points on 4-for-15 shoot-
ing. When Maryland defeated 
Minnesota earlier this season, 
Carr scored 25 points while his 
teammates struggled. But with 
Morsell guarding him Sunday 
night, Carr produced his second-
lowest output of the season.

“I’m a competitor, man,” said 
Morsell, who also scored 13 points. 
“I know if he has a tough night and 
he can’t really get going, it’s going 
to be hard for their offense to get 
going. I set my goal when I stepped 
on the court just to try to make it as 
tough as possible for him.”

Three Gophers finished in dou-

ble figures, but as a team, they only 
shot 32.2 percent from the field. 
Minnesota remains winless on the 
road this season, and the Terra-
pins are the only opponent that 
has beaten the Gophers in their 
home venue.

Turgeon chose to start a four-
guard lineup, with 6-foot-7 Donta 
Scott the only forward on the floor. 
That group powered Maryland to 
an early lead, playing with energy 
and stifling defense — reminis-
cent to how the Terps began their 
game at Minnesota three weeks 
ago. Smith, a 6-9 forward who 
often starts, checked into the 
game when Turgeon made his first 

substitution, and he helped the 
Terps maintain the strong start. A 
sequence early in the first half 
epitomized Smith’s solid outing. 
He swatted away Jamal Mashburn 
Jr.’s layup and then scored with an 
emphatic dunk moments later.

“It’s a perfect example of when 
they say defense leads to offense,” 
Smith said.

The Terrapins seized control 
from the early possessions, lean-
ing on a defense that forced the 
Gophers to miss 15 of their first 18 
field goal attempts. Maryland 
combined that effort with solid 
offense. The Terps shot 58.6 per-
cent from the field in the first half. 
They were selective with their 
shots from deep and made 5 of 8 
attempts. They led by double fig-
ures less than five minutes into the 
game and had secured a 44-28 
advantage by halftime.

Maryland’s offense cooled a bit 
when Minnesota made adjust-
ments in the second half, but the 
Terps still finished with one of 
their best performances of the sea-
son.  They moved the ball well and 
hit 10 of 20 attempts from three-
point range, including four made 
three-pointers by junior guard 
Eric Ayala (12 points).

For the next three weeks, every 
Maryland game will carry weight 
in determining this team’s post-
season future. Players and coaches 
preach a narrow mind-set that 
tries to ignore the bigger picture. 
But when a team is teetering on 
the NCAA tournament bubble, it’s 
impossible to overlook.

“We’re all aware of the current 
circumstance that we’re in,” Mor-
sell said the day before his team 
faced Minnesota. And the Terra-
pins’ situation — with a handful of 
quality wins but a poor record in 
conference play — calls for a 
strong finish to the regular season.

This upcoming stretch — three 
games in four days, with home 
matchups against Nebraska on 
both Tuesday and Wednesday — 
could significantly help the Terps 
improve their record. That requires 
a consistent string of performances, 
and Sunday’s showing was the opti-
mal first step. Maryland played well 
on both ends of the floor. The Terps 
benefited from contributions across 
the roster. They exuded confidence 
throughout the game and perhaps 
left the court with a bit more.

emily.giambalvo@washpost.com

Terrapins put it all together for needed victory

TONI L. SANDYS/THE WASHINGTON POST

 Galin Smith dunks in the first half of what  Coach Mark Turgeon called his best game as a Terrapin.

MARYLAND 72, 
MINNESOTA 59

Nebraska at Maryland

Tomorrow, 7 p.m., Big Ten Network

KENNETH FERRIERA/LINCOLN JOURNAL STAR/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Brenda Frese’s 500th victory for Maryland, which came Sunday 

against Nebraska, made her the program’s winningest coach.
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Manchester United damaged 
its title hopes after being held, 1-1, 
by host West Bromwich Albion in 
a scrappy English Premier League 
clash  Sunday.

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s come-
back kings fell short on the road, 
and, having been on top of the 
league just 19 days ago, second-
place United now trails Man-
chester City by seven points. City 
also has a game in hand.

Mbaye Diagne got West Brom 
off to a dream start after just 
80 seconds before United drew 
level through Bruno Fernandes’s 
stunning effort. Harry Maguire 
had a last-gasp header superbly 
parried to a post by Baggies goal-
keeper Sam Johnstone. . . .

Arsenal forward Pierre-Emer-
ick Aubameyang rediscovered his 
scoring prowess with his first Pre-
mier League hat trick in a 4-2 win 
over Leeds.

Aubameyang put the home side 
in front in the 13th minute at 
Emirates Stadium, teasing Leeds 
right back Luke Ayling with a se-
ries of stepovers before skipping 
past him and scoring at the near 
post.

Aubameyang’s penalty in the 
41st minute gave Arsenal a sec-
ond, and right back Hector Beller-
in scored the team’s third goal just 
before halftime after good buildup 
play. Aubameyang rounded out 
his hat trick when midfielder 
Emile Smith Rowe’s cross set up 
his captain to head home in the 
47th minute. . . .

Wolves capitalized on a disput-
ed penalty to leapfrog Southamp-
ton to 12th in the Premier League 
table with a 2-1 road win.

Ruben Neves tied the game 
with the contested penalty kick in 
the 53rd minute after Ryan Ber-
trand was controversially pun-
ished for a handball. Pedro Neto 
slotted home the 66th-minute 
winner. . . .

Josh Maja scored twice in his 
Premier League debut as Fulham 
won, 2-0, at Everton to end a 12-
match winless run.

The 22-year-old striker, who is 
on loan from Bordeaux, netted in 
the 48th and 65th minutes.
l ITALY: Romelu Lukaku 

scored twice and took his tally to 
300 career goals as Inter Milan 
moved to the top of Serie A with a 
3-1 win over visiting Lazio.

Lukaku netted a penalty and 
doubled his tally at the end of the 
first half with the landmark goal. 
He also set up Lautaro Martínez 
for Inter’s third, shortly after Gon-
zalo Escalante had given Lazio 
hope.

Inter moved a point above AC 
Milan, which surprisingly lost, 
2-0, at Spezia on Saturday. The two 
teams meet in the Milan derby 
next Sunday. . . .

Jordan Veretout scored twice to 
help host Roma beat Udinese, 3-0, 
and move into third in the stand-
ings. Roma leapfrogged  Juventus 
and is six points behind AC Mi-
lan. . . .

Luis Muriel came off the bench 
to score a last-gasp winner for 
Atalanta in a 1-0 victory at relega-
tion-threatened Cagliari.
l SPAIN: Real Madrid contin-

ued its recent good form with a 2-0 
win over Valencia, but Coach Zine-
dine Zidane saw his already de-
pleted squad lose another player  
to injury.

Dani Carvajal apparently felt a 
muscle injury similar to the one 
that recently kept him out for sev-
en matches, forcing the defender 
to exit after 28 minutes.

Karim Benzema and Toni Kroos 
scored first-half goals to leave Zi-
dane’s team five points behind 
first-place Atlético, which  has two 
games in hand. . . .

Alexander Isak scored a 30th-
minute winner as Real Sociedad 
prevailed, 1-0, at Getafe to move 
past Villarreal into fifth place.
l FRANCE: Lille stayed on top 

of  Ligue 1 but absorbed a setback 
in its title fight with Paris Saint-
Germain after drawing, 0-0, at 
home against Brest.

PSG is only one point behind 
Lille in the title race.
l GERMANY: In-form Ein -

tracht Frankfurt bolstered its bid 
for a place in the Champions 
League next season by moving to 
third in the Bundesliga with a 2-0 
win over visiting Cologne.

Goals from André Silva and 
Evan N’Dicka in the second half 
gave Frankfurt its seventh win in 
eight games in 2021. . . .

Fourth-place Wolfsburg was 
held, 0-0, at home by Borussia 
Mönchengladbach.

SOCCER ROUNDUP

West Brom 
hampers 
United’s 
title hopes

WEST BROM 1,
MAN. UNITED 1

Canucks 3, Flames 1

Late Saturday
FLAMES ...................................  0 1 0 — 1 
CANUCKS .................................  0 1 2 — 3 

SECOND PERIOD

Scoring: 1, Canucks, Hughes 2, 9:27. 2, Flames, Bennett 2 
(Andersson, Gaudreau), 10:42. 

THIRD PERIOD

Scoring: 3, Canucks, Myers 2, 14:49. 4, Canucks, Sutter 5 
(Eriksson), 18:37 (en). 

SHOTS ON GOAL
FLAMES ...................................  4 8 7 — 19
CANUCKS ...............................  20 15 11 — 46
Power-play opportunities: Flames 0 of 3; Canucks 0 of 1. 
Goalies: Flames, Markstrom 7-4-1 (45 shots-43 saves). 
Canucks, Demko 4-6-0 (19-18).  T: 2:25. 

Hurricanes 4, Stars 3 (SO)

Late Saturday

HURRICANES ..................... 0 2 1 1 — 4 
STARS ................................ 0 1 2 0 — 3 

SECOND PERIOD

Scoring: 1, Stars, Dickinson 3 (Cogliano, Comeau), 5:49. 
2, Hurricanes, Martinook 1 (Gardiner, Fast), 17:29. 3, 
Hurricanes, Teravainen 1 (Necas, Gardiner), 19:53. 

THIRD PERIOD

Scoring: 4, Hurricanes, Staal 4 (Svechnikov, Trocheck), 
2:06 (pp). 5, Stars, Robertson 2 (Sekera, Hintz), 8:22. 6, 
Stars, Pavelski 9 (Benn, Klingberg), 19:20 (pp). 

SHOOTOUT

 Hurricanes 1 (Hamilton NG, Trocheck G), Stars 0 
(Robertson NG, Pavelski NG, Gurianov NG).

SHOTS ON GOAL
HURRICANES ..................... 8 7 5 1 — 21
STARS .............................. 12 7 10 0 — 29
Power-play opportunities: Hurricanes 1 of 4; Stars 1 of 3. 
Goalies: Hurricanes, Nedeljkovic 1-1-0 (29 shots-26 
saves). Stars, Oettinger 2-0-3 (21-18). T: 2:43. 

Drake 51,

No. 22 Loyola of Chicago 50 (OT)

Loyola of Chicago (18-3) 
 Uguak 5-9 0-0 11, Krutwig 4-13 3-7 11, Clemons 1-4 0-0 3, 
Norris 2-7 2-2 6, Williamson 4-12 0-0 10, Kennedy 3-8 1-1 
7, Hall 0-2 0-0 0, Welch 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 20-57 6-10 50.
Drake (19-2) 
 Brodie 3-8 3-4 9, Murphy 6-9 4-6 17, Penn 4-15 2-2 10, 
Sturtz 0-6 0-0 0, Wilkins 4-11 1-2 11, Yesufu 2-8 0-0 4, 
Samake 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 19-57 10-14 51.

Halftime: Loyola of Chicago 25-22. Three-point goals: 
Loyola of Chicago 4-19 (Williamson 2-6, Clemons 1-3, 
Uguak 1-3, Hall 0-1, Welch 0-1, Kennedy 0-2, Norris 0-3), 
Drake 3-18 (Wilkins 2-6, Murphy 1-3, Penn 0-2, Sturtz 
0-2, Yesufu 0-5). Fouled out: Krutwig. Rebounds: Loyola 
of Chicago 41 (Krutwig 14), Drake 25 (Brodie 8). Assists: 
Loyola of Chicago 8 (Krutwig 3), Drake 5 (Penn 3). Total 
fouls: Loyola of Chicago 16, Drake 12. 

No. 3 Michigan 67,

No. 21 Wisconsin 59

Michigan (14-1) 
 Livers 8-16 0-1 20, Dickinson 3-9 5-6 11, Brooks 2-11 5-6 
9, Smith 2-5 1-1 6, Wagner 6-11 0-0 14, Brown 0-3 1-2 1, 
A.Davis 3-4 0-0 6, Johns 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 24-59 12-16 67.
Wisconsin (15-7) 
 Ford 5-8 2-2 15, Reuvers 1-7 0-0 3, Wahl 1-4 0-0 2, 
Davison 1-6 0-0 3, Trice 4-11 8-9 16, Jon.Davis 5-8 1-1 11, 
Potter 4-9 0-0 9. Totals 21-54 11-12 59.

Halftime: Wisconsin 39-27. Three-point goals: Michigan 
7-17 (Livers 4-7, Wagner 2-4, Smith 1-1, Dickinson 0-1, 
Brooks 0-2, Brown 0-2), Wisconsin 6-19 (Ford 3-5, 
Reuvers 1-3, Potter 1-4, Davison 1-5, Trice 0-2). Re-
bounds: Michigan 32 (Dickinson 15), Wisconsin 25 
(Wahl, Davison 6). Assists: Michigan 11 (Smith 6), 
Wisconsin 11 (Anderson 4). Total fouls: Michigan 11, 
Wisconsin 18. 

HOCKEY

NHL

EAST GP W L OT Pts GF GA 
Boston.......................... 14 10 2 2 22 42 30 
Philadelphia ................. 13 8 3 2 18 46 41 
N.Y. Islanders............... 13 6 4 3 15 32 33 
Washington ................. 13 6 4 3 15 47 51 
Pittsburgh.................... 13 7 5 1 15 43 47 
N.Y. Rangers ................ 13 4 6 3 11 31 34 
New Jersey .................... 9 4 3 2 10 23 26 
Buffalo ......................... 10 4 4 2 10 30 32 

CENTRAL GP W L OT Pts GF GA 
Tampa Bay ................... 13 10 2 1 21 50 26 
Florida .......................... 12 8 2 2 18 38 36 
Carolina........................ 12 9 3 0 18 43 33 
Columbus ..................... 16 7 5 4 18 47 53 
Chicago......................... 16 7 5 4 18 47 49 
Dallas ........................... 12 5 3 4 14 40 34 
Nashville ...................... 15 6 9 0 12 36 52 
Detroit.......................... 16 4 10 2 10 33 51 

WEST GP W L OT Pts GF GA 
Vegas ........................... 13 10 2 1 21 41 28 
St. Louis ....................... 15 9 4 2 20 52 48 
Colorado ....................... 12 7 4 1 15 38 25 
Anaheim....................... 15 6 6 3 15 30 39 
Arizona......................... 14 6 6 2 14 39 42 
Minnesota.................... 11 6 5 0 12 30 30 
Los Angeles.................. 13 4 6 3 11 40 44 
San Jose....................... 13 5 7 1 11 35 49 

NORTH GP W L OT Pts GF GA 
Toronto ........................ 15 11 3 1 23 53 38 
Montreal ...................... 15 9 4 2 20 52 39 
Edmonton..................... 16 9 7 0 18 55 52 
Winnipeg...................... 14 8 5 1 17 47 38 
Calgary ......................... 14 7 6 1 15 40 37 
Vancouver .................... 18 7 11 0 14 54 67 
Ottawa......................... 16 3 12 1 7 34 64 

SATURDAY’S RESULTS

Washington at Buffalo, ppd. (virus)
Vegas 3, at San Jose 1
Montreal 2, at Toronto 1
Detroit 4, at Nashville 2
at Chicago 3, Columbus 2 (OT)
St. Louis 5, at Arizona 4 (OT)
at Vancouver 3, Calgary 1
Ottawa 2, at Winnipeg 1
at N.Y. Islanders 4, Boston 2
Tampa Bay 6, at Florida 1
Carolina 4, at Dallas 3 (SO)
New Jersey at Philadelphia, ppd. (virus)
Minnesota at Los Angeles, ppd. (virus)

SUNDAY’S RESULTS

at Pittsburgh 6, Washington 3
at Vegas 1, Colorado 0
Philadelphia at N.Y. Rangers, ppd. (virus)

MONDAY’S GAMES

St. Louis at Arizona, 4
Columbus at Carolina, 7
Florida at Tampa Bay, 7
N.Y. Islanders at Buffalo, 7
Ottawa at Toronto, 7
Chicago at Detroit, 7:30
Nashville at Dallas, 8:30
Winnipeg at Edmonton, 9
Calgary at Vancouver, 10
Anaheim at San Jose, 10:30
New Jersey at Boston, ppd. (virus)

TUESDAY’S GAMES

Washington at Pittsburgh, 7
N.Y. Islanders at Buffalo, 7
New Jersey at N.Y. Rangers, 7
Nashville at Dallas, 8:30
Colorado at Vegas, 10
Minnesota at Los Angeles, 10

WEDNESDAY’S GAMES

Florida at Carolina, 5
Ottawa at Toronto, 7
Chicago at Detroit, 7:30
Vancouver at Calgary, 10
Winnipeg at Edmonton, 10

THURSDAY’S GAMES

Buffalo at Washington, 7
N.Y. Islanders at Pittsburgh, 7
N.Y. Rangers at Philadelphia, 7
Ottawa at Toronto, 7
Nashville at Columbus, 7
New Jersey at Boston, 7
San Jose at St. Louis, 8
Tampa Bay at Dallas, 8:30
Los Angeles at Arizona, 9
Minnesota at Anaheim, 10

TENNIS

Australian Open

At Melbourne (Australia) Park
Purse: AUD32,790,000; Surface: Hardcourt outdoor

MEN’S SINGLES — FOURTH ROUND
 Aslan Karatsev, Russia, def. Felix Auger-Aliassime (20), 
Canada, 3-6, 1-6, 6-3, 6-3, 6-4; Grigor Dimitrov (18), 
Bulgaria, def. Dominic Thiem (3), Austria, 6-4, 6-4, 6-0; 
Alexander Zverev (6), Germany, def. Dusan Lajovic (23), 
Serbia, 6-4, 7-6 (7-5), 6-3; Novak Djokovic (1), Serbia, 
def. Milos Raonic (14), Canada, 7-6 (7-4), 4-6, 6-1, 6-4; 
Daniil Medvedev (4), Russia, vs. Mackenzie McDonald, 
United States, 6-4, 6-2, 6-3.

WOMEN’S SINGLES — FOURTH ROUND
 Hsieh Su-wei, Taiwan, def. Marketa Vondrousova (19), 
Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-2; Naomi Osaka (3), Japan, def. 
Garbine Muguruza (14), Spain, 4-6, 6-4, 7-5; Serena 
Williams (10), United States, def. Aryna Sabalenka (7), 
Belarus, 6-4, 2-6, 6-4; Simona Halep (2), Romania, def. Iga 
Swiatek (15), Poland, 3-6, 6-1, 6-4; Jessica Pegula, United 
States, vs. Elina Svitolina (5), Ukraine, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3.

MEN’S DOUBLES — THIRD ROUND
 Nicolas Mahut and Pierre-Hugues Herbert (8), France, 
def. James Duckworth and Marc Polmans, Australia, 6-4, 
6-3; Nikola Mektic and Mate Pavic (2), Croatia, def. John 
Millman, Australia, and Thiago Monteiro, Brazil, 7-6 
(7-2), 6-4; Matwe Middelkoop, Netherlands, and Marcelo 
Arevalo-Gonzalez, El Salvador, def. Andrey Golubev and 
Alexander Bublik, Kazakhstan, 6-7 (7-4), 7-6 (7-3), 6-3; 
Philipp Oswald, Austria, and Marcus Daniell, New Zea-
land, def. Nicholas Monroe and Frances Tiafoe, United 
States, 6-3, 7-5; Rajeev Ram, United States, and Joe 
Salisbury (5), Britain, vs. Michael Venus, New Zealand, 
and John Peers (10), Australia, 7-6 (7-4), 7-6 (7-4).

WOMEN’S DOUBLES — THIRD ROUND

 Shuko Aoyama and Ena Shibahara (7), Japan, def. Hayley 
Carter, United States, and Luisa Stefani (12), Brazil, 6-2, 
6-4; Aleksandra Krunic, Serbia, and Martina Trevisan, 
Italy, def. Viktoria Kuzmova, Slovakia, and Anna Kalins-
kaya, Russia, 6-4, 6-3; Darija Jurak, Croatia, and Nina 
Stojanovic, Serbia, def. Jasmine Paolini, Italy, and Aliona 
Bolsova Zadoinov, Spain, 1-6, 7-5, 6-3; Elise Mertens, 
Belgium, and Aryna Sabalenka (2), Belarus, def. Vera 
Zvonareva, Russia, and Laura Siegemund (16), Germany, 
6-3, 6-7 (7-5), 6-2; Barbora Krejcikova and Katerina 
Siniakova (3), Czech Republic, def. Bernarda Pera, United 
States, and Rosalie van Der Hoek, Netherlands, 6-4, 6-4; 
Sharon Fichman, Canada, and Giuliana Olmos, Mexico, 
def. Heather Watson, Britain, and Leylah Annie Fernan-
dez, Canada, 6-3, 6-2; Caty McNally and Coco Gauff, 
United States, def. Alexa Guarachi Mathison, Chile, and 
Desirae Krawczyk (9), United States, 7-5, 6-3.

MIXED DOUBLES — SECOND ROUND
 Robert Farah, Colombia, and Nicole Melichar (2), United 
States, def. Fabrice Martin, France, and Caroline Dole-
hide, United States, 6-4, 6-4; Rajeev Ram, United States, 
and Barbora Krejcikova (6), Czech Republic, def. Henri 
Kontinen, Finland, and Yaroslava Shvedova, Kazakh-
stan, 7-6 (8-6), 7-5; Arina Rodionova and Max Purcell, 
Australia, def. Michael Venus, New Zealand, and Alexa 
Guarachi Mathison, Chile, 7-5, 6-4; Andreja Klepac, 
Slovenia, and Neal Skupski, Britain, def. John Peers and 
Belinda Woolcock, Australia, 6-2, 5-7, 12-10; Hayley 
Carter, United States, and Sander Gille, Belgium, def. 
Nikola Mektic, Croatia, and Barbora Strycova (1), Czech 
Republic, 6-4, 5-7, 10-4; Bruno Soares and Luisa Stefani 
(8), Brazil, def. Matwe Middelkoop, Netherlands, and 
Jelena Ostapenko, Latvia, 7-5, 6-4; Matthew Ebden and 
Sam Stosur, Australia, def. Alexander Bublik and Elena 
Rybakina, Kazakhstan, 6-1, 6-4.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

NCAA men

EAST

Boston U. 86, Holy Cross 68
Colgate 92, Army 83
Hartford 75, NJIT 61
Loyola (Md.) 88, Lafayette 69
Maryland 72, Minnesota 59
Nebraska 62, Penn State 61
Seton Hall 57, Marquette 51
St. Peter’s 66, Fairfield 49
Towson 68, Northeastern 57
Vermont 61, Stony Brook 57

SOUTH

Elon 66, Coll. of Charleston 55
Georgia Tech 71, Pittsburgh 65
James Madison 74, Hofstra 70
Norfolk State 68, Morgan State 65
Richmond 90, St. Mary’s College of Maryland 49
Tulane 62, South Florida 59

MIDWEST

Cincinnati 69, UCF 68
Drake 51, Loyola of Chicago 50 (OT)
Indiana State 76, Evansville 70
Michigan 67, Wisconsin 59
Missouri State 72, Bradley 57
N. Iowa 74, Valparaiso 60
North Dakota 85, South Dakota 81
Notre Dame 71, Miami 61
S. Illinois 59, Illinois State 49

SOUTHWEST

S. Dakota State 95, Oral Roberts 80

WEST
Arizona State 75, Oregon State 73
Sacramento State 70, California Baptist 69
UC Irvine 73, UC Riverside 67
UC Santa Barbara 81, Hawaii 74 (OT)

NCAA women

EAST

Boston U. 65, Army 53
CCSU 73, Merrimack 67
Delaware 66, Drexel 55
George Washington 56, St. Bonaventure 39
Maine 54, Stony Brook 49
Manhattan 48, Iona 44
Marist 60, Siena 44
Massachusetts Lowell 73, New Hampshire 52
Mount St. Mary’s 65, LIU 41
Navy 50, Loyola (Md.) 46
North Carolina 81, Pittsburgh 72
Northeastern 72, Towson 62
Rider 68, Niagara 54
Sacred Heart 58, Bryant 44
St. Francis (N.Y.) 63, St. Francis (Pa.) 55

SOUTH

Alabama 92, Auburn 78
Davidson 71, Saint Joseph’s 64
Duquesne 55, George Mason 49
Florida Gulf Coast 88, Kennesaw State 38
Florida State 67, Miami 59
Gardner-Webb 68, Winthrop 56
Lipscomb 63, Jacksonville 36
N.C. A&T 72, N.C. Central 62
North Alabama 70, Stetson 65
South Carolina 66, LSU 59
Wake Forest 72, Clemson 65

MIDWEST

Dayton 67, VCU 62
Georgia 82, Missouri 64
Indiana 58, Illinois 50
Liberty 79, Bellarmine 73
Maryland 95, Nebraska 73
Minnesota 68, Wisconsin 63
Rutgers 75, Purdue 57
Saint Louis 62, Richmond 57
South Dakota 64, North Dakota 47
Tarleton State 61, Chicago State 41

SOUTHWEST

Baylor 60, Texas 35
S. Dakota State 73, Oral Roberts 61
Texas A&M 80, Tennessee 70

WEST
Arizona 75, Washington 53
Arizona State 67, Washington State 61
Portland State 58, N. Arizona 56
San Francisco 74, Portland 71
Southern Cal 66, Utah 49

No. 9 Maryland 95, Nebraska 73
Maryland ............................  27 24 26 18 — 95
Nebraska ............................  16 17 17 23 — 73

MARYLAND 
(14-2) MIN FG FT O-T A PF PTS

Bibby 29 6-11 0-0 1-7 1 2 16 
Collins 32 9-15 1-1 3-7 2 2 19 
Benzan 31 1-6 0-0 1-4 7 1 2 
Miller 29 9-12 3-5 0-2 2 3 24 
Owusu 32 10-15 5-7 4-7 7 2 25 
Masonius 19 2-8 0-0 2-7 2 1 4 
Styles 14 0-0 0-0 0-2 0 2 0 
Young 9 2-2 0-0 1-1 0 1 5 
Kozlova 5 0-1 0-0 0-0 1 0 0 
Team 0 0-0 0-0 1-1 0 0 0 

TOTALS 200 39-70 9-13 13-38 22 14 95 

 Percentages: FG 55.714, FT .692.  3-Point Goals: 8-19, 
.421 (Bibby 4-7, Miller 3-5, Young 1-1, Benzan 0-3, 
Owusu 0-1, Masonius 0-2)  Blocked Shots: 1 (Bibby 1)  
Turnovers: 8 (Collins 2, Benzan 2, Owusu 2, Bibby 1, 
Miller 1)  Steals: 6 (Owusu 3, Benzan 2, Masonius 1).

NEBRASKA 
(9-9) MIN FG FT O-T A PF PTS

Bourne 26 8-15 1-1 4-10 5 2 17 
Cain 27 7-10 3-3 0-3 1 1 17 
Haiby 32 3-10 1-2 2-5 6 1 7 
Porter 32 8-14 0-0 0-3 2 2 19 
Scoggin 21 0-0 0-0 0-2 4 1 0 
Coley 10 1-3 0-0 0-1 1 1 2 
Cravens 13 2-3 1-2 1-3 1 1 5 
Cayton 12 0-1 0-0 1-1 0 2 0 
Brown 13 0-4 1-2 0-1 0 0 1 
Stewart 14 2-3 0-0 0-0 1 1 5 
Team 0 0-0 0-0 0-1 0 0 0 

TOTALS 200 31-63 7-10 8-30 21 12 73 

 Percentages: FG 49.206, FT .700.  3-Point Goals: 4-17, 
.235 (Porter 3-7, Stewart 1-2, Bourne 0-1, Haiby 0-2, 
Coley 0-2, Brown 0-3)  Blocked Shots: 4 (Cain 2, Bourne 1, 
Stewart 1)  Turnovers: 12 (Haiby 5, Scoggin 3, Cayton 2, 
Cain 1, Team 1)  Steals: 3 (Cain 1, Haiby 1, Cravens 1).

BY MICHAEL ERRIGO

Sunday afternoon’s contest 
between DeMatha and Paul VI 
began without the anticipatory 
buzz that often precedes the 
tip-off of a big game. Instead, it 
started with a simple inbound 
pass and a quick midrange jump-
er that careened off the rim.

This matchup between Wash-
ington Catholic Athletic Confer-
ence heavyweights often repre-
sents a celebration of D.C.-area 
basketball. Every year it packs 
gyms, seating boosters next to 
Division I coaches next to hoops 

junkies. It is a must-see local 
game, one that decided last 
year’s conference champion.

But on Sunday, DeMatha 
earned a thrilling 109-107 over-
time victory against the Panthers 
in a near-empty gym in Hyatts-
ville.

“It’s definitely different in 
here,” DeMatha guard Jordan 
Hawkins said afterward. “This is 
a PVI-DeMatha game, and 
there’s nobody in here. Last year 
we had a sold-out crowd every 
game we played.”

The back-and-forth battle, 
played over two 20-minute 
halves, was the final game of a 
condensed WCAC season. But it 
did not crown a champion; the 
league decided long ago it would 
not hold winter championships. 

It was one of many concessions 
necessary to have some form of 
basketball.

In some ways, Sunday’s game 
still felt like a celebration. It 
meant these two programs — 
and the ultracompetitive league 
as a whole — had successfully 
completed a tenuous and unpar-
alleled season at a time when 
many local schools were side-
lined.

“The fact that we were able to 
play meant that [the season] 
could not have gone any better,” 
DeMatha Coach Mike Jones said. 
“That has nothing to do with 
wins and losses, just has every-
thing to do with our guys having 
a chance to play.”

After beginning in early Janu-
ary, both the Stags (11-0) and the 

Panthers (7-4) played 11 games. 
Conference play wrapped up this 
weekend to make way for a 
similarly condensed fall sports 
season.

“When they canceled AAU sea-
son, I was concerned they would 
cancel high school, too,” said 
Paul VI guard Trevor Keels, the 
highest-rated local prospect in 
the Class of 2021. “But it worked 
out. I’d rather play 11 games than 
zero games. It is what it is. I’m 
happy I got to play some amount 
of games as a senior.”

Keels was a force in his high 
school finale, leading all scorers 
with 41 points. But it was an-
other senior — DeMatha’s Haw-
kins — who had the game’s 
biggest highlight. With seven 
seconds remaining and the Stags 

trailing by three, the Connecti-
cut commit nailed an open 
three-pointer to send the game 
into overtime.

“I didn’t want it to end,” Haw-
kins said. “Potentially my last 
high school game, we had to go 
out with a win.”

Hawkins finished with 
29 points for the Stags, followed 
by senior guard Elijah Hawkins 
with 22. Junior guard Rodney 
Rice made four straight free 
throws in the game’s final mo-
ments to hold off the Panthers.

“We’re disappointed that we 
weren’t able to play more this 
winter and appreciative of what 
we were able to do at the same 
time,” Paul VI Coach Glenn Farel-
lo said. “It’s bittersweet.”

michael.errigo@washpost.com

WASHINGTON CATHOLIC ATHLETIC CONFERENCE BOYS’ BASKETBALL

Stags win OT thriller  to wrap up bittersweet  season for league

DEMATHA 109,
PAUL VI 107 (OT)

Maryland 72, Minnesota 59
Minnesota ......................................  28 31 — 59
Maryland .........................................  44 28 — 72

MINNESOTA MIN FG FT O-T A PF PTS
Johnson 24 0-4 5-7 2-6 0 4 5 
Robbins 18 1-8 0-0 2-3 0 3 2 
Carr 35 4-15 0-0 0-3 1 2 9 
Kalscheur 30 2-6 2-2 1-3 1 0 7 
Williams 26 3-7 2-5 0-1 2 3 10 
Mashburn 26 5-11 2-2 1-4 3 2 14 
Ihnen 20 4-6 2-2 5-7 0 0 12 
Curry 17 0-1 0-0 1-4 0 1 0 
Gach 4 0-1 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 
TOTALS 200 19-59 13-18 12-31 7 15 59 

 Percentages: FG .322, FT .722.  3-Point Goals: 8-29, .276 
(Ihnen 2-4, Mashburn 2-4, Williams 2-5, Kalscheur 1-5, 
Carr 1-6, Curry 0-1, Gach 0-1, Robbins 0-1, Johnson 0-2).  
Team Rebounds: 1. Team Turnovers: None.  Blocked 
Shots: 4 (Ihnen 2, Kalscheur, Williams).  Turnovers: 6 
(Robbins 2, Johnson, Kalscheur, Mashburn, Williams).  
Steals: 6 (Curry 2, Williams 2, Ihnen, Robbins). 

MARYLAND MIN FG FT O-T A PF PTS
Scott 31 3-6 0-1 0-11 3 4 8 
Ayala 34 4-8 0-1 1-6 3 0 12 
Hart 15 2-3 1-1 0-4 1 4 5 
Morsell 35 6-12 1-2 1-2 3 2 13 
Wiggins 39 6-13 2-2 2-5 2 1 17 
Smith 21 4-4 2-2 2-5 4 2 10 
Hamilton 17 2-4 2-2 0-1 0 1 7 
Mona 5 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 2 0 
Smart 3 0-1 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 
TOTALS 200 27-51 8-11 6-34 16 16 72 

 Percentages: FG .529, FT .727.  3-Point Goals: 10-21, .476 
(Ayala 4-5, Wiggins 3-5, Scott 2-5, Hamilton 1-3, Hart 
0-1, Morsell 0-2).  Team Rebounds: 4. Team Turnovers: 2.  
Blocked Shots: 3 (Smith 2, Morsell).  Turnovers: 10 
(Smith 5, Wiggins 2, Hamilton, Morsell, Scott).  Steals: 1 
(Wiggins). 

James Madison 74, Hofstra 70

Hofstra (12-9) 
 Cramer 6-9 1-1 13, Kante 3-6 2-4 8, Burgess 1-7 2-4 4, 
Coburn 4-12 2-4 12, Ray 8-17 5-6 25, Masic 0-4 0-0 0, 
Schutte 0-1 0-0 0, Green 3-5 0-0 8, Silverio 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 25-61 12-19 70.
James Madison (13-5) 
 Amadi 1-2 1-3 4, Wooden 1-4 3-4 5, Lewis 1-3 2-2 5, 
Morse 4-10 6-8 16, Strickland 2-7 2-2 8, Christmas 5-9 
1-3 12, Edwards 5-13 5-8 15, Hodge 3-7 0-0 7, Jacobs 1-4 
0-0 2, Harvey 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 23-60 20-30 74.

Halftime: James Madison 32-22. Three-point goals: 
Hofstra 8-27 (Ray 4-10, Green 2-4, Coburn 2-6, Masic 
0-1, Burgess 0-3, Cramer 0-3), James Madison 8-23 
(Strickland 2-3, Morse 2-7, Amadi 1-1, Lewis 1-2, 
Christmas 1-3, Hodge 1-3, Harvey 0-1, Wooden 0-1, 
Edwards 0-2). Fouled out: Cramer. Rebounds: Hofstra 36 
(Kante 12), James Madison 44 (Edwards 8). Assists: 
Hofstra 13 (Burgess 6), James Madison 14 (Edwards 4). 
Total fouls: Hofstra 23, James Madison 19. 

Towson 68, Northeastern 57

Northeastern (9-7) 
 Eboigbodin 2-5 0-0 4, Strong 4-9 2-2 13, Stucke 1-3 0-0 3, 
Walker 6-16 3-4 16, Walters 5-12 1-2 12, Emanga 0-3 2-2 
2, Telfort 2-8 3-4 7. Totals 20-56 11-14 57.
Towson (4-13) 
 Thompson 5-9 1-2 11, S.Uyaelunmo 3-5 0-1 6, Gibson 2-2 
1-2 7, Mims 3-7 1-2 7, Timberlake 7-16 6-8 22, Dottin 3-6 
6-8 13, V.Uyaelunmo 0-2 2-2 2. Totals 23-48 17-25 68.

Halftime: Towson 30-22. Three-point goals: Northeast-
ern 6-24 (Strong 3-8, Walters 1-2, Stucke 1-3, Walker 
1-6, Eboigbodin 0-1, Telfort 0-1, Emanga 0-3), Towson 
5-10 (Gibson 2-2, Timberlake 2-6, Dottin 1-1, Jones 0-1). 
Rebounds: Northeastern 25 (Eboigbodin, Walters 5), 
Towson 38 (Thompson 11). Assists: Northeastern 6 
(Walker 3), Towson 10 (Dottin 4). Total fouls: North-
eastern 17, Towson 16. 

PRO BASKETBALL

NBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE

ATLANTIC W L Pct GB 
Philadelphia .................................18 9 .667 — 
Brooklyn.......................................16 12 .571 21/2
Boston..........................................13 13 .500 41/2
New York......................................13 15 .464 51/2
Toronto ........................................12 15 .444 6 

SOUTHEAST W L Pct GB 
Charlotte ......................................13 15 .464 — 
Miami ...........................................11 15 .423 1 
Atlanta.........................................11 15 .423 1 
x-Orlando .....................................10 17 .370 21/2
Washington ...................................7 17 .292 4 

CENTRAL W L Pct GB 
Milwaukee ...................................16 11 .593 — 
Indiana .........................................14 13 .519 2 
Chicago.........................................10 15 .400 5 
x-Cleveland ..................................10 17 .370 6 
Detroit............................................8 19 .296 8 

WESTERN CONFERENCE

SOUTHWEST W L Pct GB 
San Antonio .................................16 11 .593 — 
x-Memphis ...................................10 11 .476 3 
Dallas ...........................................13 15 .464 31/2

New Orleans ................................11 15 .423 41/2

Houston........................................11 15 .423 41/2

NORTHWEST W L Pct GB 
Utah..............................................22 5 .815 — 
Portland .......................................16 10 .615 51/2

x-Denver.......................................14 11 .560 7 
Oklahoma City..............................11 15 .423 101/2

Minnesota......................................7 20 .259 15 

PACIFIC W L Pct GB 
x-L.A. Lakers ................................21 6 .778 — 
x-L.A. Clippers..............................19 8 .704 2 
x-Phoenix .....................................16 9 .640 4 
Golden State ................................14 13 .519 7 
x-Sacramento ..............................12 13 .480 8 

x-Late game

SUNDAY’S RESULTS

at Washington 104, Boston 91
Minnesota 116, at Toronto 112
at San Antonio 122, Charlotte 110
at Detroit 123, New Orleans 112
Portland 121, at Dallas 118
at Oklahoma City 114, Milwaukee 109
Orlando at Phoenix, Late
Cleveland at L.A. Clippers, Late
L.A. Lakers at Denver, Late
Memphis at Sacramento, Late

MONDAY’S GAMES

Chicago at Indiana, 7
Houston at Washington, 7
Atlanta at New York, 7:30
Philadelphia at Utah, 9
Brooklyn at Sacramento, 10
Cleveland at Golden State, 10
Miami at L.A. Clippers, 10

TUESDAY’S GAMES

Denver at Boston, 7
San Antonio at Detroit, 7
New Orleans at Memphis, 7:30
L.A. Lakers at Minnesota, 8
Portland at Oklahoma City, 8
Toronto at Milwaukee, 8
Brooklyn at Phoenix, 10

WEDNESDAY’S GAMES

Chicago at Charlotte, 7
New York at Orlando, 7
Atlanta at Boston, 7:30
Houston at Philadelphia, 7:30
Denver at Washington, 8
Indiana at Minnesota, 8
San Antonio at Cleveland, 8
Detroit at Dallas, 9
Oklahoma City at Memphis, 9
Portland at New Orleans, 9
Miami at Golden State, 10
Utah at L.A. Clippers, 10

Spurs 122, Hornets 110

SAN ANTONIO ...................  17 47 25 33 — 122
CHARLOTTE .......................  33 26 30 21 — 110

SAN ANTONIO:  DeRozan 3-8 1-1 8, Johnson 7-14 3-4 18, 
Poeltl 3-7 2-2 8, Murray 10-22 6-6 26, White 9-15 3-5 25, 
Gay 5-10 1-1 12, Vassell 0-1 0-0 0, Walker IV 5-7 0-0 11, 
Eubanks 2-2 0-0 4, Mills 4-11 0-0 10. Totals 48-97 16-19 
122.

CHARLOTTE:  Bridges 2-5 1-1 5, Rozier 14-29 2-2 33, 
Zeller 5-7 0-0 10, Ball 7-20 0-0 17, Graham 2-7 0-0 5, 
Biyombo 5-6 1-3 11, McDaniels 3-7 0-0 6, Monk 7-13 4-5 
23. Totals 45-94 8-11 110.

Three-point Goals: San Antonio 10-34 (White 4-8, Mills 
2-8, DeRozan 1-3, Gay 1-3, Johnson 1-3, Walker IV 1-3, 
Murray 0-5), Charlotte 12-34 (Monk 5-6, Ball 3-8, Rozier 
3-9, Graham 1-5, Bridges 0-3, McDaniels 0-3). Fouled 
Out: None. Rebounds: San Antonio 43 (Murray, Poeltl 
12), Charlotte 49 (Ball, Zeller 12). Assists: San Antonio 
31 (DeRozan 9), Charlotte 23 (Ball 8). Total Fouls: San 
Antonio 13, Charlotte 20.

Pistons 123, Pelicans 112

NEW ORLEANS ..................  40 22 27 23 — 112
DETROIT .............................  30 34 33 26 — 123

NEW ORLEANS:  Ingram 7-19 9-10 26, Williamson 10-20 
6-6 26, Adams 5-7 3-5 13, Ball 5-11 0-0 13, Bledsoe 1-9 
3-5 6, Hernangomez 0-1 0-0 0, Alexander-Walker 3-3 0-0 
6, Hart 4-7 0-0 8, Lewis Jr. 4-9 0-0 10, Redick 1-4 2-2 4. 
Totals 40-90 23-28 112.

DETROIT:  Bey 6-11 0-0 16, Grant 4-15 4-4 15, Plumlee 
8-12 1-2 17, Ellington 2-6 0-0 6, Wright 6-7 4-4 17, 
J.Jackson 8-14 3-5 21, Mykhailiuk 7-11 0-0 18, Stewart 
1-2 2-2 4, Smith Jr. 3-6 2-3 9. Totals 45-84 16-20 123.

Three-point Goals: New Orleans 9-35 (Ball 3-7, Ingram 
3-10, Lewis Jr. 2-5, Bledsoe 1-9, Hart 0-2, Redick 0-2), 
Detroit 17-35 (Bey 4-8, Mykhailiuk 4-8, Grant 3-7, 
J.Jackson 2-3, Ellington 2-5, Smith Jr. 1-2). Fouled Out: 
None. Rebounds: New Orleans 44 (Adams 12), Detroit 37 
(Plumlee 10). Assists: New Orleans 23 (Ingram 7), 
Detroit 34 (Plumlee 10). Total Fouls: New Orleans 17, 
Detroit 23.

Timberwolves 116,

Raptors 112
Minnesota ..........................  27 27 37 25 — 116
Toronto ...............................  26 32 25 29 — 112

MINNESOTA MIN FG FT O-T A PF PTS
Edwards 34:56 7-15 3-4 0-7 3 1 18 
Vanderbilt 23:24 4-5 4-4 1-7 2 5 12 
Towns 33:27 8-11 2-4 3-11 3 6 20 
Beasley 37:14 7-13 0-0 0-3 6 0 20 
Rubio 29:43 6-13 0-0 0-1 5 2 16 
McLaughlin 18:49 2-4 2-2 0-3 4 1 6 
McDaniels 18:18 2-3 1-2 0-2 2 1 6 
Reid 13:48 1-5 0-0 0-2 1 3 2 
Nowell 13:41 4-6 2-3 0-0 2 5 11 
Hernangomez 9:30 2-4 0-0 0-3 0 1 5 
Okogie 7:07 0-3 0-0 1-1 0 1 0 
TOTALS 240 43-82 14-19 5-40 28 26 116 

 Percentages: FG .524, FT .737.  3-Point Goals: 16-39, .410 
(Beasley 6-10, Rubio 4-8, Towns 2-3, McDaniels 1-2, 
Hernangomez 1-3, Nowell 1-3, Edwards 1-7, Reid 0-1, 
Okogie 0-2).  Team Rebounds: 9. Team Turnovers: None.  
Blocked Shots: 8 (Towns 3, Vanderbilt 2, McDaniels, 
McLaughlin, Nowell).  Turnovers: 18 (Towns 7, Beasley 3, 
Edwards 2, McLaughlin 2, Hernangomez, McDaniels, 
Okogie, Reid).  Steals: 6 (McLaughlin 2, Beasley, Ed-
wards, Nowell, Towns).  Technical Fouls: None.

TORONTO MIN FG FT O-T A PF PTS
Powell 36:02 8-12 4-5 1-5 1 0 22 
Siakam 36:43 6-19 5-5 1-8 6 4 18 
Baynes 23:58 3-7 0-0 4-5 1 6 6 
Lowry 40:06 6-12 10-12 0-4 4 3 24 
VanVleet 37:51 8-21 2-2 0-3 6 3 22 
Bembry 21:45 3-6 3-5 0-4 2 0 9 
Boucher 18:17 2-6 2-2 3-4 1 3 6 
Johnson 13:40 0-2 0-0 1-4 0 2 0 
T.Davis 11:34 2-6 0-0 0-1 3 1 5 
TOTALS 240 38-91 26-31 10-38 24 22 112 

 Percentages: FG .418, FT .839.  3-Point Goals: 10-33, .303 
(VanVleet 4-12, Powell 2-3, Lowry 2-4, Siakam 1-3, 
T.Davis 1-4, Johnson 0-1, Baynes 0-2, Bembry 0-2, 
Boucher 0-2).  Team Rebounds: 15. Team Turnovers: 1.  
Blocked Shots: 3 (Boucher, Johnson, Siakam).  Turn-
overs: 11 (Lowry 4, Siakam 3, Baynes, Johnson, Powell, 
VanVleet).  Steals: 6 (Lowry 2, Siakam 2, Baynes, 
T.Davis).  Technical Fouls: None.

Golden Knights 1, Avalanche 0
AVALANCHE ............................  0 0 0 — 0 
GOLDEN KNIGHTS ...................  0 1 0 — 1 

SECOND PERIOD

Scoring: 1, Golden Knights, Pacioretty 7 (Whitecloud), 
1:38. 

SHOTS ON GOAL
AVALANCHE ............................  9 11 10 — 30
GOLDEN KNIGHTS ...................  9 9 6 — 24
Power-play opportunities: Avalanche 0 of 1; Golden 
Knights 0 of 3. Goalies: Avalanche, Grubauer 7-3-0 (24 
shots-23 saves). Golden Knights, Fleury 7-1-0 (30-30). 

GOLF

PGA Tour

PEBBLE BEACH PRO-AM 

At Pebble Beach (Calif.) Golf Links 
Purse: $7.8 million 
Pebble Beach Course — Yardage: 6,958; Par: 71 
Spyglass Hill Course — Yardage: 6,858; Par: 72 

FINAL ROUND 

$1,404,000
Daniel Berger (500) .................  67 66 72 65 — 270 -18

$850,200
Maverick McNealy (300) .........  68 69 69 66 — 272 -16

$460,200
Patrick Cantlay (163) ...............  62 73 70 68 — 273 -15
Jordan Spieth (163) .................  65 67 71 70 — 273 -15

$301,275
Paul Casey (105) ......................  68 67 71 68 — 274 -14
Nate Lashley (105) ..................  65 72 68 69 — 274 -14

$228,930
Jason Day (80) .........................  69 69 68 69 — 275 -13
Charley Hoffman (80) ..............  69 72 68 66 — 275 -13
Max Homa (80) ........................  69 70 68 68 — 275 -13
Russell Knox (80) .....................  66 70 69 70 — 275 -13
Cameron Tringale (80) .............  67 72 69 67 — 275 -13

$181,350
Tom Hoge (65) .........................  67 70 68 71 — 276 -12

$165,750
Kevin Streelman (60) ..............  69 72 67 69 — 277 -11

$146,250
Cameron Davis (56) .................  74 67 69 68 — 278 -10
Tom Lewis (56) ........................  66 69 74 69 — 278 -10

$118,950
Chris Kirk (49) ..........................  69 73 70 67 — 279 -9
Troy Merritt (49) .....................  71 69 71 68 — 279 -9
Matthew NeSmith (49) ...........  74 67 70 68 — 279 -9
Chez Reavie (49) ......................  74 67 71 67 — 279 -9
Brian Stuard (49) .....................  66 71 69 73 — 279 -9

$81,822
Jim Furyk (39) ..........................  71 69 71 69 — 280 -8
Doug Ghim (39) ........................  69 72 71 68 — 280 -8
Will Gordon (39) ......................  66 73 68 73 — 280 -8
Cameron Percy (39) .................  67 70 73 70 — 280 -8
Vaughn Taylor (39) ..................  67 73 71 69 — 280 -8

$59,280
Jason Dufner (32) ....................  68 71 70 72 — 281 -7
Ryan Moore (32) ......................  68 73 70 70 — 281 -7
Henrik Norlander (32) ..............  64 70 74 73 — 281 -7
Pat Perez (32) ..........................  69 72 72 68 — 281 -7

$49,920
Akshay Bhatia, .........................  64 73 72 73 — 282 -6
Scott Brown (26) .....................  69 70 74 69 — 282 -6
Scott Stallings (26) .................  69 71 70 72 — 282 -6
Tim Wilkinson (26) ..................  67 74 69 72 — 282 -6

$40,638
Brian Gay (20) ..........................  70 72 69 72 — 283 -5
Branden Grace (20) ..................  71 69 73 70 — 283 -5
Matt Jones (20) .......................  67 72 73 71 — 283 -5
Brendan Steele (20) .................  69 72 71 71 — 283 -5
Michael Thompson (20) ...........  67 74 71 71 — 283 -5

$30,030
Sam Burns (14) ........................  72 70 69 73 — 284 -4
Brian Harman (14) ...................  67 74 70 73 — 284 -4
Patton Kizzire (14) ..................  69 70 76 69 — 284 -4
Hank Lebioda (14) ....................  70 70 72 72 — 284 -4

Thunder 114, Bucks 109

MILWAUKEE ......................  24 17 40 28 — 109
OKLAHOMA CITY ...............  24 28 29 33 — 114

MILWAUKEE:  G.Antetokounmpo 10-18 3-3 24, Middle-
ton 10-22 1-1 23, Lopez 1-4 0-0 2, DiVincenzo 6-10 0-2 17, 
Forbes 6-17 0-0 14, Craig 0-1 0-0 0, Portis 9-14 1-1 21, 
Augustin 0-3 1-2 1, Connaughton 3-8 0-0 7. Totals 45-97 
6-9 109.

OKLAHOMA CITY:  Bazley 8-13 0-0 18, Williams 4-8 2-3 
10, Horford 8-16 2-2 20, Dort 6-13 4-9 19, Jackson 9-16 
0-0 22, Miller 2-3 0-0 5, Roby 2-3 1-2 6, Muscala 3-7 0-0 8, 
Diallo 3-16 0-0 6. Totals 45-95 9-16 114.

Three-point Goals: Milwaukee 13-38 (DiVincenzo 5-7, 
Portis 2-3, Middleton 2-7, Forbes 2-8, G.Antetokounmpo 
1-3, Connaughton 1-5, Augustin 0-3), Oklahoma City 
15-36 (Jackson 4-4, Dort 3-8, Muscala 2-5, Bazley 2-7, 
Horford 2-7, Miller 1-2, Williams 0-2). Fouled Out: None. 
Rebounds: Milwaukee 47 (G.Antetokounmpo 17), Okla-
homa City 49 (Diallo 13). Assists: Milwaukee 24 
(G.Antetokounmpo 10), Oklahoma City 32 (Horford 9). 
Total Fouls: Milwaukee 16, Oklahoma City 14.

Blazers 121, Mavericks 118
Portland ..............................  34 24 45 18 — 121
Dallas ..................................  25 36 30 27 — 118

PORTLAND MIN FG FT O-T A PF PTS
Covington 38:33 5-7 1-2 2-5 0 3 15 
Jones Jr. 32:16 2-4 2-2 1-4 0 3 6 
Kanter 23:23 6-7 2-3 2-8 0 2 14 
Lillard 36:28 12-26 5-7 0-3 11 5 34 
Trent Jr. 35:35 6-13 2-3 0-1 0 1 17 
Anthony 31:27 7-17 0-0 2-5 3 3 15 
Simons 24:16 4-6 0-0 0-3 1 3 12 
Giles III 13:02 2-3 1-2 3-6 0 3 5 
Little 5:00 1-2 0-0 0-1 0 0 3 
TOTALS 240 45-85 13-19 10-36 15 23 121 

 Percentages: FG .529, FT .684.  3-Point Goals: 18-40, .450 
(Lillard 5-11, Covington 4-4, Simons 4-6, Trent Jr. 3-8, 
Little 1-1, Anthony 1-8, Jones Jr. 0-2).  Team Rebounds: 
11. Team Turnovers: None.  Blocked Shots: 2 (Jones Jr. 
2).  Turnovers: 15 (Lillard 5, Anthony 3, Simons 3, Giles III 
2, Little, Trent Jr.).  Steals: 7 (Covington 4, Kanter, 
Lillard, Trent Jr.).  Technical Fouls: None.. 

DALLAS MIN FG FT O-T A PF PTS
Finney-Smith 34:33 5-8 0-0 1-3 1 3 14 
Kleber 25:09 3-8 0-0 2-6 1 2 8 
Porzingis 31:11 5-9 8-8 2-8 0 5 18 
Doncic 36:21 14-20 11-12 1-7 9 4 44 
Richardson 25:01 3-7 0-0 1-2 3 3 6 
Brunson 34:17 5-12 1-1 0-2 2 1 11 
Hardaway Jr. 27:22 4-12 2-2 0-1 0 2 12 
Cauley-Stein 16:27 0-3 2-2 3-5 0 1 2 
Burke 9:39 1-2 0-0 0-1 3 0 3 
TOTALS 240 40-81 24-25 10-35 19 21 118 

 Percentages: FG .494, FT .960.  3-Point Goals: 14-41, .341 
(Doncic 5-8, Finney-Smith 4-7, Kleber 2-6, Hardaway Jr. 
2-7, Burke 1-2, Porzingis 0-3, Richardson 0-3, Brunson 
0-5).  Team Rebounds: 6. Team Turnovers: 2.  Blocked 
Shots: 6 (Cauley-Stein 2, Porzingis 2, Finney-Smith, 
Kleber).  Turnovers: 12 (Doncic 5, Richardson 3, Brunson, 
Finney-Smith, Hardaway Jr., Porzingis).  Steals: 5 (Cau-
ley-Stein, Finney-Smith, Kleber, Porzingis, Richardson).  
Technical Fouls: None.
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Trustees Sale - DC840

ALEX COOPER AUCTIONEERS, INC.
4910 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Suite 100

Washington, DC 20016
202-364-0306 WWW.ALEXCOOPER.COM

SALE OF CONDOMINIUM UNIT 5009 D Street, SE, #103, Washing-
ton, DC 20019, and parking space 22
Pursuant to District of Columbia Condominium Act of 1976,
Section 313 (as amended) and by that certain Declaration of
THE PELLEGRINO CONDOMINIUMS recorded May 30, 2006 as
Instrument No. 2006070830; and the By-Laws of THE PELLEGRI-
NO CONDOMINIUMS recorded May 30, 2006 as Instrument No.
2006070831, and being situated on Lot 34 in Square 5321 per
Plat recorded in the Condominium Book 59, Page 7, in the Office
of the Surveyor, and in accordance with Public Law 90-566 and
D.C. Code 42-1903.13 (as amended), notice filed January 22,
2021, we shall sell at public auction on February 25, 2021 at
11:19 A.M., at the office of Alex Cooper, 4910 Massachusetts
Ave., NW, Suite 100, Washington, DC 20016, the following
premises:
5009 D Street, SE, #103, Washington, DC 20019, and parking
space 22, which are Lots 2019 and 2049 in Square 5321,
together with an undivided interest in the general common
elements; and together with any and all interest in the limited
common elements appertaining to said Condominium Unit
as described in the said Declaration of THE PELLEGRINO
CONDOMINIUMS,
5009 D Street, SE, #103, Washington, DC 20019 and parking
space 22 is the property conveyed to Metro DC 2 LLC by Deed
recorded on 9/18/13 as Instrument No. 2013108318.
TERMS OF SALE:
Pursuant to the ruling of the Court of Appeals in Liu v. US
Bank, N.A., the Condominium may not waive its super priority
lien. The above notice has been sent to all lienholders, and
at the time of sale, the Trustee will announce whether the
super-priority lien has been satisfied. If the super priority lien
is satisfied, then the sale will proceed subject to all prior liens,
encumbrances, and/or municipal assessments if any, including
the first deed of trust.
If the super priority lien is not satisfied at that time, then
pursuant to the District of Columbia Code Section 42-1903.13,
the Condominium is foreclosing on six months� worth of
assessments and the related fees and costs. Pursuant to the
ruling of the District of Columbia, Court of Appeals in Chase
Plaza Condominium Association, Inc. v. JPMorgan Chase Bank,
N.A., the sale is NOT subject to the first deed of trust. The
Condominium�s lien on which the foreclosure is proceeding
holds a higher priority than the lien created by the first deed of
trust and if the foreclosure sale generates insufficient proceeds
to satisfy any prior liens, the foreclosure sale will extinguish the
lien created by the prior deeds of trust.
It is solely the purchaser's responsibility to determine the condo
fees obligations, priority, significance, and effect on auction sale.
The property is sold as-is as to conditions and occupancy. A
deposit of $10,000 will be required at time of sale, such deposit
to be in cash or certified check. All conveyances, recordings,
recordation tax, transfer tax, etc. at purchaser's cost. The
balance of the purchase price, together with interest at the
rate of 10% per annum from date of sale to date of receipt of
the balance of the purchase price, must be paid in cash or by
cashier's or certified check and all other terms to be complied
with within 30 days, otherwise deposit is forfeited and the
property may be re-advertised and re-sold at the discretion of
the Unit Owner's Association and at the risk and cost of the
defaulting purchaser. Association shall convey a deed pursuant
to 42 D.C. Code 1903.13 as amended, and makes no further
representations or warranties as to title. The Association cannot
guarantee clear title or the purchaser's ability to obtain Title
Insurance. For this reason, the purchaser may not be able to
obtain financing and must be able to pay the purchase balance
in any case within 30 days. The 30 day period may be extended
for any reason at the sole discretion of the Association. In
the event of failure on the part of the Association to convey
such deed, purchaser's sole remedy shall be the return of the
deposit.
Brian R. Fellner, FLS,Attorney for
THE PELLEGRINO CONDOMINIUM,
485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D, Severna Park,MD 21146
bfellner@flslawyer.com; (443) 906-0117;
Washington Post Serial #509930
Feb. 15, 19 & 24, 2021 12335978

Cars1405

TOYOTA
TOYOTA 2008 Prius, 300K mi, slight
body damage, runs fine, needs some
elecl help. Great project car, not reli-
able trans, $2000. Alex. 703-597-3041

Career Training - Emp Svcs
Attention Active Duty &

Military Veterans!
Begin a new career and
earn your Degree at CTI!

Online Computer & Medical
training available for
Veterans & Families!

To learn more,
Call 888-453-2456.
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

A JOBS

Accountant needed for a
small office, BA Required,
Experience at least 3 years
in the field,Fluent in English
Verbal and Written, computer
knowledge, references. Email
resumes to:
Omandefense@gmail.com

Legal Notices815

Disinterment Notice –
Sandra C. Capobianco

Authorization is being requested
from the State’s Attorney’s Office
for Montgomery County, Mary-
land to disinter, transfer and rein-
ter the remains of Sandra C.
Capobianco from Gate of Heaven
Cemetery in Silver Spring, MD
- Patio D, Tier E, Crypt 5 to
Gate of Heaven Cemetery in Sil-
ver Spring, MD – BLDG A, PG 12,
Patio H, Tier B, Crypt 26. The
request was made by the next
of kin, Maria Calandra, for closer
family proximity. This relocation
is being made by Cole Funeral
Services.

Official Notices820

In Search of Claude �Andy� Ander-
son,whowasmarried to Gail Ander-
son. You are entitled to a portion of
Gail�s inheritance. Please contact
Gail�s brother - Mark Smith as soon
as possible so that wemay disburse
a check for you. I can be reached at
301-420-6151.

Special Notices830

In accordance with MD Code,
Health General, Sec. 4-403, this is
a notice of the discontinuance of
the medical practice of Phillips &
Green, MD, LP, which conducted
a practice at 9400 Livingston Rd,
Ste 210, Ft. Washington, MD
20744; 8403 Colesville Rd, Ste
160, Silver Spring, MD 20910;
and 656 Quince Orchard Blvd
# 100, Gaithersburg, MD 20878.
Patients may email
Phillips.green.records@gmail.co
m, to arrange to obtain copies
of records or have the records
transferred. Records will be
destroyed 5/1/2021.

A nonstop 
noise in her 
head…
Read “Medical Mysteries,” 
Tuesdays in Health  
& Science.
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Trustees Sale - DC840

Prince Georges County851

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY

MARYLAND

KEITH M. YACKO,
Substitute Trustee, et al,
Plaintiffs

v.

ELROY REDDOCK, ET AL,
Defendant(s)

Case No. CAEF20-12139

NOTICE
Notice is hereby issued this 27th
day of January, 2021, that the sale
of the property in this case, 11105
Lilac Court, Upper Marlboro, MD
20774, reported by Keith M.
Yacko, Substitute Trustees, be rat-
ified and confirmed, unless cause
to the contrary be shown on or
before the 1st day of March, 2021,
provided a copy of this Notice be
inserted in The Washington Post,
a newspaper published in Prince
George's County, Maryland, once
in each of three (3) successive
weeks on or before the 1st day of
March, 2021.
The Report of Sale states the
amount of the sale at $321,500.00.

Mahasin El Amin #544
Clerk of the Circuit Court For

Prince George's County,
Maryland

McMichael Taylor Gray, LLC
11900 Parklawn Drive, Suite 320
Rockville,MD 20852

Feb. 1, 8, 15, 2021 12334820

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY

MARYLAND

KEITH M. YACKO,
Substitute Trustee, et al,
Plaintiffs

v.

ANTHONY CHESTNUT,
Defendant(s)

Case No. CAEF17-13203

NOTICE
Notice is hereby issued this 27th
day of January, 2021, that the sale
of the property in this case, 3106
Glen Avenue, Glenn Dale, MD
20722, reported by Keith M.
Yacko, Substitute Trustees, be rat-
ified and confirmed, unless cause
to the contrary be shown on or
before the 1st day of March, 2021,
provided a copy of this Notice be
inserted in The Washington Post,
a newspaper published in Prince
George's County, Maryland, once
in each of three (3) successive
weeks on or before the 1st day of
March, 2021.
The Report of Sale states the
amount of the sale at $367,800.00.

Mahasin El Amin #544
Clerk of the Circuit Court For

Prince George's County,
Maryland

McMichael Taylor Gray, LLC
11900 Parklawn Drive, Suite 320
Rockville,MD 20852

Feb. 1, 8, 15, 2021 12334818
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Trustees Sale - DC840

ALEX COOPER AUCTIONEERS, INC.
4910 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Suite 100

Washington, DC 20016
202-364-0306 WWW.ALEXCOOPER.COM

SALE OF CONDOMINIUM UNIT 5005 D Street, SE, #104, Washing-
ton, DC 20019
Pursuant to District of Columbia Condominium Act of 1976,
Section 313 (as amended) and by that certain Declaration of
THE PELLEGRINO CONDOMINIUMS recorded May 30, 2006 as
Instrument No. 2006070830; and the By-Laws of THE PELLEGRI-
NO CONDOMINIUMS recorded May 30, 2006 as Instrument No.
2006070831, and being situated on Lot 34 in Square 5321 per
Plat recorded in the Condominium Book 59, Page 7, in the Office
of the Surveyor, and in accordance with Public Law 90-566 and
D.C. Code 42-1903.13 (as amended), notice filed January 22,
2021, we shall sell at public auction on February 25, 2021 at
11:17 A.M., at the office of Alex Cooper, 4910 Massachusetts
Ave., NW, Suite 100, Washington, DC 20016, the following
premises:
5005 D Street, SE, #104, Washington, DC 20019, Lot 2003 in
Square 5321, together with an undivided interest in the general
common elements; and together with any and all interest in the
limited common elements appertaining to said Condominium
Unit as described in the said Declaration of THE PELLEGRINO
CONDOMINIUMS,
5005 D Street, SE, #104, Washington, DC 20019 is the property
conveyed to Darryl R. Clark by Deed recorded on 5/6/15 as
Instrument No. 2015044374.
TERMS OF SALE:
Pursuant to the ruling of the Court of Appeals in Liu v. US
Bank, N.A., the Condominium may not waive its super priority
lien. The above notice has been sent to all lienholders, and
at the time of sale, the Trustee will announce whether the
super-priority lien has been satisfied. If the super priority lien
is satisfied, then the sale will proceed subject to all prior liens,
encumbrances, and/or municipal assessments if any, including
the first deed of trust.
If the super priority lien is not satisfied at that time, then
pursuant to the District of Columbia Code Section 42-1903.13,
the Condominium is foreclosing on six months� worth of
assessments and the related fees and costs. Pursuant to the
ruling of the District of Columbia, Court of Appeals in Chase
Plaza Condominium Association, Inc. v. JPMorgan Chase Bank,
N.A., the sale is NOT subject to the first deed of trust. The
Condominium�s lien on which the foreclosure is proceeding
holds a higher priority than the lien created by the first deed of
trust and if the foreclosure sale generates insufficient proceeds
to satisfy any prior liens, the foreclosure sale will extinguish the
lien created by the prior deeds of trust.
It is solely the purchaser's responsibility to determine the condo
fees obligations, priority, significance, and effect on auction sale.
The property is sold as-is as to conditions and occupancy. A
deposit of $10,000 will be required at time of sale, such deposit
to be in cash or certified check. All conveyances, recordings,
recordation tax, transfer tax, etc. at purchaser's cost. The
balance of the purchase price, together with interest at the
rate of 10% per annum from date of sale to date of receipt of
the balance of the purchase price, must be paid in cash or by
cashier's or certified check and all other terms to be complied
with within 30 days, otherwise deposit is forfeited and the
property may be re-advertised and re-sold at the discretion of
the Unit Owner's Association and at the risk and cost of the
defaulting purchaser. Association shall convey a deed pursuant
to 42 D.C. Code 1903.13 as amended, and makes no further
representations or warranties as to title. The Association cannot
guarantee clear title or the purchaser's ability to obtain Title
Insurance. For this reason, the purchaser may not be able to
obtain financing and must be able to pay the purchase balance
in any case within 30 days. The 30 day period may be extended
for any reason at the sole discretion of the Association. In
the event of failure on the part of the Association to convey
such deed, purchaser's sole remedy shall be the return of the
deposit.
Brian R. Fellner, FLS,Attorney for
THE PELLEGRINO CONDOMINIUM,
485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D, Severna Park,MD 21146
bfellner@flslawyer.com; (443) 906-0117;
Washington Post Serial #509931
Feb. 15, 19 & 24, 2021 12335977

ALEX COOPER AUCTIONEERS, INC.
4910 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Suite 100

Washington, DC 20016
202-364-0306 WWW.ALEXCOOPER.COM

SALE OF CONDOMINIUM UNIT 5005 D Street, SE, #202, Washing-
ton, DC 20019, and parking space 12
Pursuant to District of Columbia Condominium Act of 1976,
Section 313 (as amended) and by that certain Declaration of
THE PELLEGRINO CONDOMINIUMS recorded May 30, 2006 as
Instrument No. 2006070830; and the By-Laws of THE PELLEGRI-
NO CONDOMINIUMS recorded May 30, 2006 as Instrument No.
2006070831, and being situated on Lot 34 in Square 5321 per
Plat recorded in the Condominium Book 59, Page 7, in the Office
of the Surveyor, and in accordance with Public Law 90-566 and
D.C. Code 42-1903.13 (as amended), notice filed January 22,
2021, we shall sell at public auction on February 25, 2021 at
11:15 A.M., at the office of Alex Cooper, 4910 Massachusetts
Ave., NW, Suite 100, Washington, DC 20016, the following
premises:
5005 D Street, SE, #202, Washington, DC 20019, and parking
space 12, which are Lots 2005 and 2039 in Square 5321,
together with an undivided interest in the general common
elements; and together with any and all interest in the limited
common elements appertaining to said Condominium Unit
as described in the said Declaration of THE PELLEGRINO
CONDOMINIUMS,
5005 D Street, SE, #202, Washington, DC 20019 and parking
space 12 is the property conveyed to DONALD HUNTER by Deed
recorded on 10/28/15 as Instrument No. 2015109675.
TERMS OF SALE:
Pursuant to the ruling of the Court of Appeals in Liu v. US
Bank, N.A., the Condominium may not waive its super priority
lien. The above notice has been sent to all lienholders, and
at the time of sale, the Trustee will announce whether the
super-priority lien has been satisfied. If the super priority lien
is satisfied, then the sale will proceed subject to all prior liens,
encumbrances, and/or municipal assessments if any, including
the first deed of trust.
If the super priority lien is not satisfied at that time, then
pursuant to the District of Columbia Code Section 42-1903.13,
the Condominium is foreclosing on six months� worth of
assessments and the related fees and costs. Pursuant to the
ruling of the District of Columbia, Court of Appeals in Chase
Plaza Condominium Association, Inc. v. JPMorgan Chase Bank,
N.A., the sale is NOT subject to the first deed of trust. The
Condominium�s lien on which the foreclosure is proceeding
holds a higher priority than the lien created by the first deed of
trust and if the foreclosure sale generates insufficient proceeds
to satisfy any prior liens, the foreclosure sale will extinguish the
lien created by the prior deeds of trust.
It is solely the purchaser's responsibility to determine the condo
fees obligations, priority, significance, and effect on auction sale.
The property is sold as-is as to conditions and occupancy. A
deposit of $10,000 will be required at time of sale, such deposit
to be in cash or certified check. All conveyances, recordings,
recordation tax, transfer tax, etc. at purchaser's cost. The
balance of the purchase price, together with interest at the
rate of 10% per annum from date of sale to date of receipt of
the balance of the purchase price, must be paid in cash or by
cashier's or certified check and all other terms to be complied
with within 30 days, otherwise deposit is forfeited and the
property may be re-advertised and re-sold at the discretion of
the Unit Owner's Association and at the risk and cost of the
defaulting purchaser. Association shall convey a deed pursuant
to 42 D.C. Code 1903.13 as amended, and makes no further
representations or warranties as to title. The Association cannot
guarantee clear title or the purchaser's ability to obtain Title
Insurance. For this reason, the purchaser may not be able to
obtain financing and must be able to pay the purchase balance
in any case within 30 days. The 30 day period may be extended
for any reason at the sole discretion of the Association. In
the event of failure on the part of the Association to convey
such deed, purchaser's sole remedy shall be the return of the
deposit.
Brian R. Fellner, FLS,Attorney for
THE PELLEGRINO CONDOMINIUM,
485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D, Severna Park,MD 21146
bfellner@flslawyer.com; (443) 906-0117;
Washington Post Serial #509932
Feb. 15, 19 & 24, 2021 12335976
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FEBRUARY 15, 22, MARCH 1, 8, 2021 12335800

Samuel I. White, P.C.
6100 EXECUTIVE BLVD.

SUITE 400
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20852
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE'S SALE OF

VALUABLE RESIDENTIAL DWELLING KNOWN AS:

903 BARNABY STREET, SE, WASHINGTON, DC 20032

By virtue of Deed of Trust recorded in the land records of
the District of Columbia recorded on September 26, 2007, as
Instrument Number 2007125125, and in accordance Judgment
filed on July 22, 2016 in case 2015 CA 000179 R(RP) and
at the request of the party secured thereby, the undersigned
Substitute Trustees will offer to sell at public auction, within the
office of

HARVEY WEST AUCTIONEERS, INC.

5335 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Suite 440

Washington, DC 20015-2034, on,

(Please Note: In the event that the office building at 5335
Wisconsin Ave. NW is closed, all scheduled Washington,
DC sales will take place at the front entrance door of the

Chevy Chase Pavilion)

March 9, 2021 at 3:00 PM

the land and premises situated in the District of Columbia and
more particularly described in the above referenced Deed of
Trust and as of the date hereof designated on the Records of the
Assessor of the District of Columbia for assessment purposes as
903 Barnaby Street, SE, Washington, DC 20032, Lot 123,
in Square 5924.

The property will be sold in an "AS IS WHERE IS" condition
without either express or implied warranty or representation,
including but not limited to the description, fitness for a
particular purpose or use, structural integrity, physical condition,
construction, extent of construction, workmanship, materials,
liability, zoning, subdivision, environmental condition, mer-
chantability, compliance with building or housing codes or other
laws, ordinances or regulations, the ability of the purchaser
to obtain title insurance or other similar matters, and subject
to easements, agreements and restrictions of record which
affect the same, if any. The property will be sold subject to
any assessments including assessment pursuant to D.C. Code
Section 42-1903.13.
TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $20,000.00 PAYABLE ONLY BY
certified funds, shall be required at the time of sale. CASH WILL
NOT BE AN ACCEPTABLE FORM OF DEPOSIT. The balance of
the purchase price with interest on the unpaid purchase money
at the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note (7.5%
per annum) from the date of sale to the date funds are received
by the Trustees, payable in cash or certified funds within TEN
DAYS after the final ratification of the sale. There will be
no abatement of interest due from the purchaser in the event
additional funds are tendered before settlement. Adjustment
of current year�s real property taxes are adjusted as of the date
of sale, and thereafter assumed by the purchaser. All other
public and/or private charges or assessments, to the extent such
amounts survive foreclosure sale, including water/sewer charges,
ground rent, whether incurred prior to or after the sale are
to be paid by the purchaser. All costs of deed recordation
including but not limited to title examination, conveyancing, city
revenue stamps, transfer taxes, title insurance, and all other
costs incident to settlement are to be paid by the purchaser.
Purchaser is responsible for obtaining physical possession of the
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property from
date of sale. Time is of the essence for the Purchaser. If the
Purchaser fails to settle within ten days of ratification, Purchaser
agrees that the property will be resold and the entire deposit
retained by the Substitute Trustees as liquidated damages for all
losses occasioned by the purchaser�s default and purchaser shall
have no further liability. The purchaser agrees to accept service
by first class mail and certified mail addressed to the address
provided by said Purchaser as identified on the Memorandum of
Sale for all correspondence including any Motion or Show Cause
Order incident to this sale. The defaulted purchaser shall not be
entitled to any surplus proceeds resulting from said resale even
if such surplus results from improvements to the property by
said defaulted purchaser. The sale is subject to post-sale audit
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including but
not limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered
into and repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the loan
prior to sale. In any such event or if the sale is not ratified, the
purchaser's only remedy is return of the deposit without interest.
Trustee�s File No. 24831

Prince Georges County851

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY

MARYLAND

KEITH M. YACKO,
Substitute Trustee, et al,
Plaintiffs

v.

MARVIN E. HARRIS, ET AL.,
Defendant(s)

Case No. CAEF18-34079

NOTICE
Notice is hereby issued this 27th
day of January, 2021, that the sale
of the property in this case, 507
Opus Drive, Capitol Heights, MD,
20743, reported by Keith M.
Yacko, Substitute Trustees, be rat-
ified and confirmed, unless cause
to the contrary be shown on or
before the 1st day of March, 2021,
provided a copy of this Notice be
inserted in The Washington Post,
a newspaper published in Prince
George's County, Maryland, once
in each of three (3) successive
weeks on or before the 1st day of
March, 2021.
The Report of Sale states the
amount of the sale at $177,000.00.

Mahasin El Amin #544
Clerk of the Circuit Court For

Prince George's County,
Maryland

McMichael Taylor Gray, LLC
11900 Parklawn Drive, Suite 320
Rockville,MD 20852

Feb. 1, 8, 15, 2021 12334819
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Prince Georges County851

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY,

MARYLAND

KRISTINE D. BROWN, et al.
Trustee(s)
Plaintiff(s)

vs.

DELORIS A DUNNINGTON
Defendant(s)
Mortgagor(s)

CIVIL NO: CAEF20-12141

NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, this 10th
day of February, 2021 by the Cir-
cuit Court for the County of Prince
George's, Maryland and by the
authority thereof, that the sale
made by Kristine D. Brown,William
M. Savage, Greg Britto, Trustees,
of the Real Property designated
as 1202 Castlewood Drive, Upper
Marlboro, MD 20774, and reported
in the above entitled cause, will
be finally ratified and confirmed,
unless cause to the contrary there-
of be shown on or before the 10th
day of March, 2021 next; provided
a copy of this Order be inserted
in THE WASHINGTON POST, 1150
15th Street, Washington, DC, MD
in said County of Prince George's
once a week for three successive
weeks before the 10th day of
March, 2021.
The report states the amount of
the sale to be $275,000.00.

Mahasin El Amin #544
Clerk of the Circuit Court For
County of Prince George's

SHAPIRO & BROWN, LLP
10021 Balls Ford Rd, Suite 200
Manassas,Virginia 20109
(703) 449-5800
Trustee File #20-285953

Feb. 15, 22,Mar. 1, 2021 12336292
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FEBRUARY15, 22, MARCH 1, 2021 12333753

ORLANS PC
1602 VILLAGE MARKET BLVD. SE, SUITE 310

LEESBURG, VA 20175
703-777-7101

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE'S SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

3005 Logan Street
District Heights, MD 20747

Under a power of sale contained in a Deed of Trust from MARVEL
L. JACKSON AND LEROY P. JACKSON, dated December 23,
2005 and recorded in Liber 24277, folio 171 among the
Land Records of PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MD, default
having occurred thereunder (Foreclosure Case docketed as
Case No.CAEF20-01929; Tax ID No.06-0510800 ) the Sub.
Trustees will sell at public auction at the PRINCE GEORGE'S
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, located at FRONT OF THE DUVAL
WING OF THE COURTHOUSE COMPLEX 14735 MAIN ST,
UPPER MARLBORO, MD 20772, on

MARCH 3, 2021 at 2:30 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements
thereon situated in PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MD and more
fully described in above referenced Deed of Trust.
The property will be sold in an "as is" condition and subject to
conditions, restrictions and agreements of record affecting the
same, if any and with no warranty of any kind.
Terms of Sale: A deposit $10,000.00 will be required at the
time of sale, such deposit to be in CERTIFIED CHECK OR BY
CASHIER'S CHECK, CASH WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. THE
PROPERTY IS SUBJECT TO AN IRS RIGHT OF REDEPEMTION.
Balance of the purchase price to be paid in cash within ten
days of final ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for PRINCE
GEORGE'S COUNTY. Time is of the essence as to the purchaser.
If the purchaser defaults, the deposit shall be forfeited and the
property shall be resold at the purchaser's risk and expense.
The purchaser waives personal service and accepts service by
first class mail and certified mail addressed to the address
provided by said Purchaser as identified on the Memorandum
of Sale for any Motion or Show Cause Order incident to this
sale including a Motion to Default Purchaser and for Resale of
the Property. In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser
shall not be entitled to receive any benefit from the resale,
including, but not limited to, additional proceeds or surplus
which may arise therefrom. Interest to be paid on the unpaid
purchase money at the rate pursuant to the Deed of Trust Note
from the date of sale to the date funds are received by the
Substitute Trustees. There will be no abatement of interest in
the event additional funds are tendered at the time of sale or
any time prior to settlement or if the settlement is delayed
for any reason. In the event that the Secured Party executes
a forbearance agreement with the borrower(s) described in the
above-mentioned Deed of Trust, or allows the borrower(s) to
execute their right to reinstate or payoff the subject loan,
prior to the sale, with or without the Substitute Trustee's prior
knowledge, this Contract shall be null and void and of no effect,
and the Purchaser's sole remedy shall be the return of the deposit
without interest. Purchaser shall pay for documentary stamps,
transfer taxes and settlement expenses. Taxes, ground rent,
water rent, condominium fees and/or homeowner association
dues, all public charges/assessments payable on an annual
basis, including sanitary and/or metropolitan district charges, if
applicable, shall be adjusted to the date of sale and assumed
thereafter by the purchaser. Purchaser shall be responsible
for obtaining physical possession of the property. Purchaser
assumes the risk of loss or damage to the property from the date
of sale forward. If the Substitute Trustee(s) are unable to convey
insurable title for any reason, the purchaser(s) sole remedy in
law or equity shall be limited to a refund of the aforementioned
deposit without interest. In the event the sale is not ratified
for any reason, the Purchaser's sole remedy, at law or equity, is
the return of the deposit without interest. (File # 19-700725)

JAMES E. CLARKE,
CHRISTINE DREXEL

BRIAN THOMAS,
JASON MURPHY,

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES

Prince Georges County851

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY

MARYLAND
Diane S. Rosenberg
Mark D. Meyer
Maurice Obrien
John A. Ansell, III
Bradley Harris
Rosenberg &Associates, LLC
4340 EastWest Highway,
Suite 600
Bethesda,MD 20814

Substitute Trustees
Plaintiff(s)

v.

Roberta E. Jenkins
1422Alberta Drive
District Heights,MD 20747

Defendant(s)

Case No. CAEF19-33513

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given this 25th
day of January, 2021, by the Circuit
Court for Prince George's County,
Maryland, that the sale of 1422
Alberta Drive District Heights, MD
20747 made and reported, will be
ratified and confirmed, unless
cause to the contrary thereof be
shown on or before the 25th day
of February, 2021, provided a copy
of this notice be inserted in a daily
newspaper printed in said County,
once in each of three successive
weeks before the 25th day of Feb-
ruary, 2021. The Report of Sale
states the amount of the foreclo-
sure sale price to be $245,000.00.

Mahasin El Amin #544
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Prince George's County,MD

February 1, 8, 15, 2021 12334817
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Prince Georges County851

Prince William County873

TRUSTEE�S SALE OF
17432 BAYOU BEND CIRCLE,

DUMFRIES, VA 22025

In execution of a Deed of Trust
in the original principal amount
of $364,000.00, with an annual
interest rate of 4.750000% dated
May 27, 2005, recorded among
the land records of the Circuit
Court for the County of Prince
William as Deed Instrument Num-
ber 200505310087562, the under-
signed appointed Substitute
Trustee will offer for sale at public
auction all that property located
in the County of Prince William,
on the Court House steps in front
of Main Entrance for the Circuit
Court building for the County of
Prince William located at 9311
Lee Avenue, Manassas, Virginia
on March 9, 2021 at 3:00 PM, the
property with improvements to
wit: Tax Map No. 8189-54-2648
THIS COMMUNICATION IS FROMA
DEBT COLLECTOR.

TERMS OF SALE: ALL CASH. A bid-
der's deposit of 10% of the sale
price, will be required in cash,
certified or cashier's check. Set-
tlement within fifteen (15) days
of sale, otherwise Trustees may
forfeit deposit. Additional terms
to be announced at sale. Loan
type: Conventional. Reference
Number 20-288335.

PROFESSIONAL FORECLOSURE
CORPORATION OF VIRGINIA, Sub-
stitute Trustees, C/O LOGS LEGAL
GROUP LLP, 10021 Balls Ford
Road, Suite 200, Manassas, Vir-
ginia 20109 (703) 449-5800.

Publication Dates: February 8 and
February 15, 2021

12335618

Retropolis
The past, rediscovered

wpost.com/retropolis

S0365 1cx3

Prince Georges County851

www.hwestauctions.com
FEBRUARY15, 22, MARCH 1, 2021 12333531

ORLANS PC
1602 VILLAGE MARKET BLVD. SE, SUITE 310

LEESBURG, VA 20175
703-777-7101

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE'S SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

6948 Mayfair Terrace
Laurel, MD 20707

Under a power of sale contained in a Deed of Trust from
ANTHONY O. IJOMA JR FKA IKEM R. IJOMA, dated May 13,
2006 and recorded in Liber 25904, folio 584, loan modification
dated April 7, 2017 In Liber 39956, page 537 among the
Land Records of PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MD, default
having occurred thereunder (Foreclosure Case docketed as
Case No.CAEF18-35974; Tax ID No.10-1030907 ) the Sub.
Trustees will sell at public auction at the PRINCE GEORGE'S
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, located at FRONT OF THE DUVAL
WING OF THE COURTHOUSE COMPLEX 14735 MAIN ST,
UPPER MARLBORO, MD 20772, on

MARCH 3, 2021 at 2:30 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements
thereon situated in PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MD and more
fully described in above referenced Deed of Trust.
The property will be sold in an "as is" condition and subject to
conditions, restrictions and agreements of record affecting the
same, if any and with no warranty of any kind.
Terms of Sale: A deposit $40,000.00 will be required at the
time of sale, such deposit to be in CERTIFIED CHECK OR
BY CASHIER'S CHECK, CASH WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
Balance of the purchase price to be paid in cash within ten
days of final ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for PRINCE
GEORGE'S COUNTY. Time is of the essence as to the purchaser.
If the purchaser defaults, the deposit shall be forfeited and the
property shall be resold at the purchaser's risk and expense.
The purchaser waives personal service and accepts service by
first class mail and certified mail addressed to the address
provided by said Purchaser as identified on the Memorandum
of Sale for any Motion or Show Cause Order incident to this
sale including a Motion to Default Purchaser and for Resale of
the Property. In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser
shall not be entitled to receive any benefit from the resale,
including, but not limited to, additional proceeds or surplus
which may arise therefrom. Interest to be paid on the unpaid
purchase money at the rate pursuant to the Deed of Trust Note
from the date of sale to the date funds are received by the
Substitute Trustees. There will be no abatement of interest in
the event additional funds are tendered at the time of sale or
any time prior to settlement or if the settlement is delayed
for any reason. In the event that the Secured Party executes
a forbearance agreement with the borrower(s) described in the
above-mentioned Deed of Trust, or allows the borrower(s) to
execute their right to reinstate or payoff the subject loan,
prior to the sale, with or without the Substitute Trustee's prior
knowledge, this Contract shall be null and void and of no effect,
and the Purchaser's sole remedy shall be the return of the deposit
without interest. Purchaser shall pay for documentary stamps,
transfer taxes and settlement expenses. Taxes, ground rent,
water rent, condominium fees and/or homeowner association
dues, all public charges/assessments payable on an annual
basis, including sanitary and/or metropolitan district charges, if
applicable, shall be adjusted to the date of sale and assumed
thereafter by the purchaser. Purchaser shall be responsible
for obtaining physical possession of the property. Purchaser
assumes the risk of loss or damage to the property from the date
of sale forward. If the Substitute Trustee(s) are unable to convey
insurable title for any reason, the purchaser(s) sole remedy in
law or equity shall be limited to a refund of the aforementioned
deposit without interest. In the event the sale is not ratified
for any reason, the Purchaser's sole remedy, at law or equity, is
the return of the deposit without interest. (File # 18-700796)

JAMES E. CLARKE,
HUGH GREEN,

CHRISTINE DREXEL
AND BRIAN THOMAS,

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES

Loudoun County876

TRUSTEE�S SALE OF
623-I CONSTELLATION SQUARE,

LEESBURG, VA 20175

In execution of a Deed of Trust
in the original principal amount of
$84,075.00, with an annual inter-
est rate of 7.000000% dated
March 16, 2001, recorded among
the land records of the Circuit
Court for the County of Loudoun
as Deed Book 1889, Page 2005,
the undersigned appointed Sub-
stitute Trustee will offer for sale
at public auction all that property
located in the County of Loudoun,
on the courthouse steps in front
of the Circuit Court building for
the County of Loudoun located at
18 East Market Street, Leesburg
Virginia on March 2, 2021 at 10:00
AM, the property with improve-
ments to wit: Tax Map No.
232201068012 THIS COMMUNI-
CATION IS FROM A DEBT COL-
LECTOR.

TERMS OF SALE: ALL CASH. A bid-
der's deposit of 10% of the sale
price, will be required in cash,
certified or cashier's check. Set-
tlement within fifteen (15) days
of sale, otherwise Trustees may
forfeit deposit. Additional terms
to be announced at sale. Loan
type: Conventional. Reference
Number 20-286475.

PROFESSIONAL FORECLOSURE
CORPORATION OF VIRGINIA, Sub-
stitute Trustees, C/O LOGS LEGAL
GROUP LLP, 10021 Balls Ford
Road, Suite 200, Manassas, Vir-
ginia 20109 (703) 449-5800.

Publication Dates: February 1,
February 8, February 15 and Feb-
ruary 22, 2021 12334532
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Prince Georges County851

Spotsylvania County877

TRUSTEE SALE
11407 Chinquapin Way,

Fredericksburg, VA 22407
Spotsylvania County

In execution of a Deed of Trust
in the original principal amount of
$296,500.00, dated June 11, 2004
recorded in the Clerk's Office of
the Circuit Court of the Spotsyl-
vania County, Virginia, in Docu-
ment No. LR 200400023220 and
modified in Document No. LR
201000004364, at the request of
the holder of the Note, the under-
signed Substitute Trustee will
offer for sale at public auction at
the entrance to the Spotsylvania
County Judicial Center, 9107 Judi-
cial Center Lane, Spotsylvania, on
March 16, 2021 at 9:00 AM the
property described in said deed,
located at the above address and
briefly described as:

Lot 39, Section III, Chancellor Park,
with any improvements thereon.
Subject to any and all covenants,
conditions, restrictions, ease-
ments, and all other matters of
record taking priority over the
Deed of Trust, if any, affecting the
aforesaid property.
TERMS OF SALE: CASH: A deposit
of $20,000.00 or 10% of the sales
price, whichever is lower, cash or
certified check will be required
at the time of sale, but no more
than $10,000.00 of cash will be
accepted, with settlement within
fifteen (15) days from the date of
sale. Sale is subject to post sale
confirmation that the borrower
did not file for protection under
the U.S. Bankruptcy Code prior to
the sale which affects the validity
of the sale, as well as to post-
sale confirmation of the status of
the loan with the loan servicer
including, but not limited to,
determination of whether the bor-
rower entered into any repay-
ment agreement, reinstated or
paid off the loan prior to the
sale. In any such event, the sale
shall be null and void, and the
Purchaser�s sole remedy, in law
or equity, shall be the return of
his deposit without interest. Addi-
tional terms may be announced
at the time of sale. Pursuant to
the Federal Fair Debt Collection
Practices Act, we advise you that
this firm is a debt collector
attempting to collect the indebt-
edness referred to herein and
any information we obtain will be
used for that purpose.

SAMUEL I.WHITE, P.C.,
Substitute Trustee

This is a communication from a
debt collector.

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
SAMUEL I.WHITE, P.C. (77654)
596 Lynnhaven Parkway Suite 200
Virginia Beach,VA 23452
757-457-1460 - Call Between
9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

or visit our website at
www.siwpc.net

Feb 15, 22, 2021 12336234
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ORLANS PC
1602 VILLAGE MARKET BLVD. SE, SUITE 310

LEESBURG, VA 20175
703-777-7101

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE'S SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

384 Shady Glen Drive
Seat Pleasant, MD 20743

Under a power of sale contained in a Deed of Trust from ERNEST
M. EGGLESTON, dated March 25, 2008 and recorded in Liber
29577, folio 439 MODIFIED IN LIBER 38001 FOLIO 283
among the Land Records of PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MD,
default having occurred thereunder (Foreclosure Case docketed
as Case No.CAEF20-00085; Tax ID No.18-2102507 ) the Sub.
Trustees will sell at public auction at the PRINCE GEORGE'S
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, located at FRONT OF THE DUVAL
WING OF THE COURTHOUSE COMPLEX 14735 MAIN ST,
UPPER MARLBORO, MD 20772, on

MARCH 3, 2021 at 2:30 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements
thereon situated in PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MD and more
fully described in above referenced Deed of Trust.
The property will be sold in an "as is" condition and subject to
conditions, restrictions and agreements of record affecting the
same, if any and with no warranty of any kind.
Terms of Sale: A deposit $15,000.00 will be required at the
time of sale, such deposit to be in CERTIFIED CHECK OR
BY CASHIER'S CHECK, CASH WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
Balance of the purchase price to be paid in cash within ten
days of final ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for PRINCE
GEORGE'S COUNTY. Time is of the essence as to the purchaser.
If the purchaser defaults, the deposit shall be forfeited and the
property shall be resold at the purchaser's risk and expense.
The purchaser waives personal service and accepts service by
first class mail and certified mail addressed to the address
provided by said Purchaser as identified on the Memorandum
of Sale for any Motion or Show Cause Order incident to this
sale including a Motion to Default Purchaser and for Resale of
the Property. In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser
shall not be entitled to receive any benefit from the resale,
including, but not limited to, additional proceeds or surplus
which may arise therefrom. Interest to be paid on the unpaid
purchase money at the rate pursuant to the Deed of Trust Note
from the date of sale to the date funds are received by the
Substitute Trustees. There will be no abatement of interest in
the event additional funds are tendered at the time of sale or
any time prior to settlement or if the settlement is delayed
for any reason. In the event that the Secured Party executes
a forbearance agreement with the borrower(s) described in the
above-mentioned Deed of Trust, or allows the borrower(s) to
execute their right to reinstate or payoff the subject loan,
prior to the sale, with or without the Substitute Trustee's prior
knowledge, this Contract shall be null and void and of no effect,
and the Purchaser's sole remedy shall be the return of the deposit
without interest. Purchaser shall pay for documentary stamps,
transfer taxes and settlement expenses. Taxes, ground rent,
water rent, condominium fees and/or homeowner association
dues, all public charges/assessments payable on an annual
basis, including sanitary and/or metropolitan district charges, if
applicable, shall be adjusted to the date of sale and assumed
thereafter by the purchaser. Purchaser shall be responsible
for obtaining physical possession of the property. Purchaser
assumes the risk of loss or damage to the property from the date
of sale forward. If the Substitute Trustee(s) are unable to convey
insurable title for any reason, the purchaser(s) sole remedy in
law or equity shall be limited to a refund of the aforementioned
deposit without interest. In the event the sale is not ratified
for any reason, the Purchaser's sole remedy, at law or equity, is
the return of the deposit without interest. (File # 19-700994)

JAMES E. CLARKE,
CHRISTINE DREXEL,

BRIAN THOMAS,
JASON MURPHY,

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES

S
0

1
4

1
 1

2
x
1

0
.5

Stay one step ahead of the weather with the

Capital Weather Gang

@capitalweather

washingtonpost.com/news/capital-weather-gang

umbrella or sunscreen?

Prince Georges County851 Prince Georges County851

www.hwestauctions.com
FEBRUARY 15, 22, MARCH 1, 2021 12334566

ORLANS PC
1602 VILLAGE MARKET BLVD. SE, SUITE 310

LEESBURG, VA 20175
703-777-7101

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE'S SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

9210 5th Street
Lanham, MD 20706

Under a power of sale contained in a Deed of Trust from
MARGARET E. JONES, dated August 10, 2007 and recorded
in Liber 28600, folio 108 among the Land Records of PRINCE
GEORGE'S COUNTY, MD, default having occurred thereunder
(Foreclosure Case docketed as Case No.CAEF20-07744; Tax
ID No.20-2273035 ) the Sub. Trustees will sell at public
auction at the PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
located at FRONT OF THE DUVAL WING OF THE COURTHOUSE
COMPLEX 14735 MAIN ST, UPPER MARLBORO, MD 20772,
on

MARCH 3, 2021 at 2:30 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements
thereon situated in PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MD and more
fully described in above referenced Deed of Trust.
The property will be sold in an "as is" condition and subject to
conditions, restrictions and agreements of record affecting the
same, if any and with no warranty of any kind.
Terms of Sale: A deposit $15,000.00 will be required at the
time of sale, such deposit to be in CERTIFIED CHECK OR
BY CASHIER'S CHECK, CASH WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
Balance of the purchase price to be paid in cash within ten
days of final ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for PRINCE
GEORGE'S COUNTY. Time is of the essence as to the purchaser.
If the purchaser defaults, the deposit shall be forfeited and the
property shall be resold at the purchaser's risk and expense.
The purchaser waives personal service and accepts service by
first class mail and certified mail addressed to the address
provided by said Purchaser as identified on the Memorandum
of Sale for any Motion or Show Cause Order incident to this
sale including a Motion to Default Purchaser and for Resale of
the Property. In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser
shall not be entitled to receive any benefit from the resale,
including, but not limited to, additional proceeds or surplus
which may arise therefrom. Interest to be paid on the unpaid
purchase money at the rate pursuant to the Deed of Trust Note
from the date of sale to the date funds are received by the
Substitute Trustees. There will be no abatement of interest in
the event additional funds are tendered at the time of sale or
any time prior to settlement or if the settlement is delayed
for any reason. In the event that the Secured Party executes
a forbearance agreement with the borrower(s) described in the
above-mentioned Deed of Trust, or allows the borrower(s) to
execute their right to reinstate or payoff the subject loan,
prior to the sale, with or without the Substitute Trustee's prior
knowledge, this Contract shall be null and void and of no effect,
and the Purchaser's sole remedy shall be the return of the deposit
without interest. Purchaser shall pay for documentary stamps,
transfer taxes and settlement expenses. Taxes, ground rent,
water rent, condominium fees and/or homeowner association
dues, all public charges/assessments payable on an annual
basis, including sanitary and/or metropolitan district charges, if
applicable, shall be adjusted to the date of sale and assumed
thereafter by the purchaser. Purchaser shall be responsible
for obtaining physical possession of the property. Purchaser
assumes the risk of loss or damage to the property from the date
of sale forward. If the Substitute Trustee(s) are unable to convey
insurable title for any reason, the purchaser(s) sole remedy in
law or equity shall be limited to a refund of the aforementioned
deposit without interest. In the event the sale is not ratified
for any reason, the Purchaser's sole remedy, at law or equity, is
the return of the deposit without interest. (File # 19-700312)

JAMES E. CLARKE,
CHRISTINE DREXEL,

BRIAN THOMAS,
JASON MURPHY,

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES

Prince Georges County851 Calvert County853

www.hwestauctions.com
FEBRUARY15, 22, MARCH 1, 2021 12333529

ORLANS PC
1602 VILLAGE MARKET BLVD. SE, SUITE 310

LEESBURG, VA 20175
703-777-7101

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE'S SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

8252 SILVERTON COURT
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732

Under a power of sale contained in a Deed of Trust from
WILLIAM JAMES-DEWITT SOWARD, dated July 8, 2005 and
recorded in Liber 2550, folio 224, loan modified March 2, 2013
in liber 4141, folio 230 among the Land Records of CALVERT
COUNTY, MD, default having occurred thereunder (Foreclosure
Case docketed as Case No.C04CV19000489; Tax ID No.03-
169928 ) the Sub. Trustees will sell at public auction at the
CALVERT COUNTY COURTHOUSE, located at 175 MAIN ST,
PRINCE FREDERICK, MD 20678, on

MARCH 3, 2021 at 10:00 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements
thereon situated in CALVERT COUNTY, MD and more fully
described in above referenced Deed of Trust.
The property will be sold in an "as is" condition and subject to
conditions, restrictions and agreements of record affecting the
same, if any and with no warranty of any kind.
Terms of Sale: A deposit $20,000.00 will be required at the
time of sale, such deposit to be in CERTIFIED CHECK OR BY
CASHIER'S CHECK, CASH WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. Balance
of the purchase price to be paid in cash within ten days of final
ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for CALVERT COUNTY.
Time is of the essence as to the purchaser. If the purchaser
defaults, the deposit shall be forfeited and the property shall
be resold at the purchaser's risk and expense. The purchaser
waives personal service and accepts service by first class mail
and certified mail addressed to the address provided by said
Purchaser as identified on the Memorandum of Sale for any
Motion or Show Cause Order incident to this sale including a
Motion to Default Purchaser and for Resale of the Property.
In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser shall not
be entitled to receive any benefit from the resale, including,
but not limited to, additional proceeds or surplus which may
arise therefrom. Interest to be paid on the unpaid purchase
money at the rate pursuant to the Deed of Trust Note from the
date of sale to the date funds are received by the Substitute
Trustees. There will be no abatement of interest in the event
additional funds are tendered at the time of sale or any
time prior to settlement or if the settlement is delayed for
any reason. In the event that the Secured Party executes a
forbearance agreement with the borrower(s) described in the
above-mentioned Deed of Trust, or allows the borrower(s) to
execute their right to reinstate or payoff the subject loan,
prior to the sale, with or without the Substitute Trustee's prior
knowledge, this Contract shall be null and void and of no effect,
and the Purchaser's sole remedy shall be the return of the deposit
without interest. Purchaser shall pay for documentary stamps,
transfer taxes and settlement expenses. Taxes, ground rent,
water rent, condominium fees and/or homeowner association
dues, all public charges/assessments payable on an annual
basis, including sanitary and/or metropolitan district charges, if
applicable, shall be adjusted to the date of sale and assumed
thereafter by the purchaser. Purchaser shall be responsible
for obtaining physical possession of the property. Purchaser
assumes the risk of loss or damage to the property from the date
of sale forward. If the Substitute Trustee(s) are unable to convey
insurable title for any reason, the purchaser(s) sole remedy in
law or equity shall be limited to a refund of the aforementioned
deposit without interest. In the event the sale is not ratified
for any reason, the Purchaser's sole remedy, at law or equity, is
the return of the deposit without interest. (File # 19-700547)

JAMES E. CLARKE,
CHRISTINE DREXEL,

BRIAN THOMAS,
JASON MURPHY,

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES

Calvert County853 Charles County855

www.hwestauctions.com
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Samuel I. White, P.C.
596 Lynnhaven Parkway, Suite 200

Virginia Beach, VA 23452
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES' SALE OF
VALUABLE FEE SIMPLE PROPERTY

KNOWN AS
18 Oakside Lane

Indian Head, MD 20640

Under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in a certain
Deed of Trust to JOHN BURSON, Trustee(s), dated November
15, 2002, and recorded among the Land Records of CHARLES
COUNTY, MARYLAND in Liber 3787, folio 081, the holder of the
indebtedness secured by this Deed of Trust having appointed the
undersigned Substitute Trustees, by instrument duly recorded
among the aforesaid Land Records, default having occurred
under the terms thereof, and at the request of the party secured
thereby, the undersigned Substitute Trustee will offer for sale
at public auction at THE CHARLES COUNTY COURTHOUSE
LOCATED AT 200 CHARLES STREET ( IN THE BREEZEWAY
BETWEEN CIRCUIT AND DISTRICT COURTS ), LA PLATA, MD
20646 ON,

MARCH 4, 2021 at 12:30 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements
thereon situated in CHARLES COUNTY, MD and described as
follows:
LOT NUMBERED ONE HUNDRED NINE (109) IN THE SUBDIVI-
SION KNOWN AS "RIVERSIDE RUN, TOWNHOUSE SECTION,
PLAT THREE" AS PER PLAT THEREOF RECORDED AMONG THE
LAND RECORDS OF CHARLES COUNTY MARYLAND, IN PLAT
BOOK 40, FOLIO 182

The property will be sold in an "AS IS WHERE IS" condition
without either express or implied warranty or representation,
including but not limited to the description, fitness for a
particular purpose or use, structural integrity, physical condition,
construction, extent of construction, workmanship, materials,
liability, zoning, subdivision, environmental condition, mer-
chantability, compliance with building or housing codes or other
laws, ordinances or regulations, or other similar matters, and
subject to easements, agreements and restrictions of record
which affect the same, if any. The property will be sold
subject to all conditions, liens, restrictions and agreements of
record affecting same including any condominium and of HOA
assessments pursuant to Md Real Property Article 11-110.
TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $20,000.00 PAYABLE ONLY BY
certified funds, shall be required at the time of sale. CASH WILL
NOT BE AN ACCEPTABLE FORM OF DEPOSIT. The balance
of the purchase price with interest at 0.02% per annum from
the date of sale to the date of payment will be paid within
TEN DAYS after the final ratification of the sale. Adjustments
on all taxes, public charges and special or regular assessments
will be made as of the date of sale and thereafter assumed
by purchaser. If applicable, condominium and/or homeowner
association dues and assessments that may become due after
the time of sale will be the responsibility of the purchaser.
Title examination, conveyancing, state revenue stamps, transfer
taxes, title insurance, and all other costs incident to settlement
are to be paid by the purchaser. Time is of the essence for
the purchaser, otherwise the deposit will be forfeited and the
property may be resold at risk and costs of the defaulting
purchaser. The purchaser agrees to accept service by first class
mail and certified mail addressed to the address provided by
said Purchaser as identified on the Memorandum of Sale for any
Motion or Show Cause Order incident to this sale including a
Motion to Default Purchaser and for Resale of the Property. If
the sale is not ratified or if the Substitute Trustees are unable to
convey marketable title in accord with these terms of sale, the
purchaser's only remedy is return of the deposit.
Trustee's File No. (34324)

JOHN E. DRISCOLL III, et al
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Roommates

NW DC Petworth - Furn Room for rent
in quiet home, close to shopping,

on busline, $895/mo. 301-529-5430

MARYLAND

Roommates

BLADENSBURG- Room for rent. $600
utils incl. Sec dep neg. Bkgrnd check
will be completed. 202-550-0946

BOWIE- Share my home, 1 large
BR, private entrance, W/D, close
to Metro. $650. 301-437-8016

Landover - Pref Male to share house.
Furn BR. $175/wk inc all utils. No
sec dep. Near Metro. 301-516-1243

OXON HILL- Furnished large room
with private entrance and bath.
$700/month. Call 202-531-4541

POTOMAC VILLAGE AREA- Room for
rent, beautiful space. 20 min drive
to DC. $1800/month negotiable.
Call 240-476-1743 if interested.

SUITLAND- Shr SFH. Fully furn room
w/ fridge, microwave, CATV & wire-
less internet. $150/wk. 301-310-5663

VIRGINIA

Roommates

TYSONS CORNER- House to share.
Corporate BR suite with priv bath.
$1150/mo incl cable & utilities.
55+ pref. Text/call 202-276-0533

Time Shares/
Rentals, Sales

Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational package and
learn how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations Over 450
positive reviews. Call 888-984-2917

Happy Days102

Dear Laurie,
Roses are red, violets are blue.
I�ll love you through good times

and COVID too!
Our life�s been suspended since
March, it�s been weird. No dive
trips, no haircuts, and I failed

at a beard.
It�s certainly not been a terrible

waste. More home cooking
together as we try out new tastes!
With no commute, and by working
remote, we�ve had more free time

on each other to dote.
But I�m tired of this now as I

ponder what � normal� might be.
Above all I know, of 2 things I�m

quite certain: I�ll love you
and you�ll love me!

Marty

GOMD - If 2020 wasn't a test of
whether we are meant to be togeth-
er, what could be?After 22 years, I'm
not sick of you yet. Everyday, I can't
wait for coffee in the morning, chick-
en soup and the latest adventures of
Cupid and Jackpot. You're the best,
now and forever. Love, M.

Collectibles225

SMALL COLLECTOR PAYS CASH
FOR COINS/COLLECTIONS.

Call Al, 301-807-3266.
Will Come to you!!!

Electronics245

DISH Network. $$64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,

$19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & Get a FREE $100Visa Gift
Card. FREEVoice Remote. FREE HD

DVR. FREE Streaming onALL
Devices.Call today! 1-855-407-6870

Home & Garden265

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We special-
ize in safe-bathing. Grab bars, no

slip flooring & seated showers. Call
for a free in-home consultation:

855-583-0510.

Merchandise Wanted275

Always buying good used
furniture. We pIck up.

DC, MD, VA. 301-336-2988

Sporting Goods
& Services

291

MEDALIST POOL TABLE By Brunswick
9x4.5 feet, with rails, $1000.

301-639-2256

Dogs for Sale610

BUGG PUPPIES - 8 wks old. Mom -
pug. Dad - boston terrier. M/F, S/W,
contract on health. Males $1000.
Females $1100. Call 540-219-1029

FRENCH BULLDOG Pups-M/F, 9wks,
homeraised, parents on premises,
UTD shots, vet checked, health
guar. $4500 each. 301-252-9213
or: www.windsoroakfarm.com

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS - German
bloodline, AKC, shots, wormed,
parents on premises, ready 1/22.
2 M blk/sble. $700. 240-606-3815

LABRADOR RETRIEVER PUP
Chocolate, 14 weeks, female,
current vaccinations. $850.

Call 301-277-1221

MALTESE PUPPIES - 9 weeks old,
very cute, cuddly, 1st shots &

dewormed. $1750.
Please call Tammy 703-967-3240

PRESA CANARIO PUPS Import par-
ents, FCI reg, parents Romian Cham-
pions, all shots, registrations. Serious
inq only. 8 weeks. Call 301-785-7897

Ragdoll kitten 6-mo old male ragdoll
kitten up-to-date on shots available
for $800.Will come with food, bowls,
toys, cat tower, scratching post, and
papers from the breeder. Unable to
keep kitten because family member
is allergic. 410-913-1881

Schnauzer (Giant) Pups- 2 males,
18 wks old, $600 each.

shots, wormed, 301-752-9135 Robert

Home delivery 
is convenient.

1-800-753-POST

SF

Retropolis
The past, rediscovered
wpost.com/retropolis

 S0365 1cx.75

He couldn’t chew…
wapo.st/medicalmysteries

S0462 1cx.25

Take The Post for a run.
 wpost.com/podcasts

S0264 1cx.25
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Business /
Entrepreneurial
Opportunities

1370

HAIR SALON FOR RENT
FULLY FURNISHED, UPPER NW.

CALL 202-238-0008

Retropolis
 wpost.com/retropolis

 S0365 1cx.25

Home delivery is so easy.
1-800-753-POST SF

INSURANCE
SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Cover-
age for [350] procedures. Real dental
insurance � NOT just a discount
plan. [Don�t wait!] Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details! 1-855-337-5228

dental50plus.com/MDDC#6258

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Carolyn's Spiritual Advisory - I proph-
esize, but am not a psychic.My accu-
racy rate is 83%. Call 202-550-0946
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pebble beach, calif. — For all 
the stunning views at Pebble 
Beach that can be so soothing, 
Daniel Berger couldn’t escape the 
tension when he arrived at the 
final hole Sunday in the Pebble 
Beach Pro-Am.

He was tied for the lead, need-
ing a birdie on the par-5 18th to 
win. Off to his right were out-of-
bounds markers below a row of 
hedges, where Berger hit his drive  
Saturday that led to double bogey. 
To his left was the Pacific Ocean.

“I was going to go down swing-
ing,” he said.

Two of the best swings of his 
career, a driver into the fairway 
and a 3-wood from 250 yards 
away in the cool air at sea level, 
left him 30 feet and two putts 
away. Berger capped it off with an 
eagle putt for a 7-under-par 65 
and a two-shot victory over Mav-
erick McNealy.

“To step up there and hit a 
great drive and then one of the 
best 3-woods I’ve ever hit in my 
life and then to make that putt is 
just as good as it gets for me,” 
Berger said.

He finished at 18-under 270 for 
his fourth career victory.

Berger started his final round 
with a 4-iron to 20 feet for an 
eagle on the par-5 second hole to 
catch Jordan Spieth in no time at 
all. And while the cast of contend-
ers kept changing, Berger was 
never out of the mix until he had 
the final say with one last eagle, 
his fourth of the week.

He won for the second time 
since the PGA Tour returned to 
golf in June from the coronavirus 
pandemic, starting with a playoff 
victory at Colonial, where a half-
dozen players had a chance to 
win over the final hour.

This wasn’t much different.
Spieth went from leading to 

lagging behind. He started with a 
two-shot lead and was three shots 
behind after six holes, wasting 
the scoring stretch at Pebble 
Beach. He finished with two bird-
ies for a 70 and tied for third with 
Patrick Cantlay (68), who made 
all his putts at Pebble on Thurs-
day. He had 10 birdies in the 
opening round when he tied the 

course record with a 62. He made 
seven birdies and an eagle in two 
weekend rounds.

Berger saw a leader board leav-
ing the 18th green and knew he 
was tied. He just figured it would 
be with Nate Lashley, unaware of 
the sad turn of events on the 16th.

Lashley, playing in the final 
group with Spieth, nearly holed 
his wedge on the 11th for a tap-in 
birdie that took him to 16 under 
and leading by one shot. He was 
tied with Berger with three holes 
to play when Lashley went long 
on the 16th hole. He pitched out 
to 12 feet, missed the par putt and 
then missed the next two putts 
from the three-foot range. 

That gave him a triple bogey 
from which he could not recover. 
Lashley jammed the bottom of 
his putter into the green and left 
without speaking to the media.

McNealy, who played at Stan-
ford and once lived in a house 
near the 15th green at Pebble 
Beach, quietly made five birdies 
over his last eight holes. 

“I had the adrenaline pumping 
coming down the stretch there 
and feelings that I hadn’t really 
felt on the golf course in a little 
while, trying to close this out and 
give myself a chance,” McNealy 
said.

The last one was on 18 when 
his eagle putt stopped inches 
from the cup, giving him a 66 and 
a tie for the lead that didn’t last 
long. Berger was in the group 
behind him, and he played the 
hole to perfection.

“I wanted to win the golf tour-
nament. I didn’t want to lose it on 
the last,” Berger said. “I just 
wanted to go out there and try to 
hit the best shot that I could, and 
I wasn’t going to be conservative 
on the 3-wood coming in.”

The eagle putt was fast and 
broke both ways, and Berger only 
wanted a two-putt birdie with no 
stress. That it fell for eagle was a 
bonus he was all too happy to 
take.

Spieth finished in the top four 
for the second week in a row, a 
strong sign that his game is 
coming back after a drought that 
dates back to his 2017 British 
Open victory at Royal Birkdale.

— Associated Press

GOLF

Berger closes with eagle 
for Pebble Beach crown

ASSOCIATED PRESS

melbourne, australia — Sere-
na Williams tumbled to the 
ground, her heavily taped right 
ankle turning, her body contort-
ing, her racket flying. 

This was early in the second set 
of a competitive-as-can-be match-
up in the Australian Open’s fourth 
round against a younger version of 
herself — stinging serves, huge 
groundstroke cuts, a fierce streak — 
and during a stretch Sunday when 
things seemed to be slipping away.

Williams quickly put up a hand 
to indicate she was okay, retied the 
laces of her right shoe, and, while 
it took her a bit to regain control, 
she did so, just in the nick of time. 
Grabbing the last two games, Wil-
liams pulled out a 6-4, 2-6, 6-4 
victory over No. 7 seed Aryna Sa-
balenka to reach the quarterfinals 
at Melbourne Park.

Two years ago at this tourna-
ment, Williams was on the verge of 
a quarterfinal win when she hurt 
her ankle and ended up losing.

“Well, my first thought was, ‘Not 
another ankle sprain in Australia.’ 
But I knew immediately that it 
wasn’t. Then I was more embar-
rassed than anything. I was like, 
‘Oh, my goodness.’ I don’t like fall-
ing,” Williams said. “But I was fine. 
I mean, once I realized I didn’t 
twist my ankle, like at all, I was like, 
‘Okay, I’m good, let me just get up.’ ”

Williams moved closer to an 
eighth Australian Open champion-
ship and record-tying 24th Grand 
Slam singles title overall.

Her most recent came in 2017, 
while she was pregnant.

On a cloudy day with the tem-
perature in the mid-60s, both Wil-
liams and Sabalenka dismissed 
much in the way of subtlety or 
nuance. 

“I was okay with it, really,” Wil-
liams said. “If she wants to play 
power, let’s go.”

These two hit the ball hard, over 
and over again at Rod Laver Are-
na, and Williams was barely bet-
ter. She ended up with more win-
ners (30-24) and more aces  (9-4) 
while cranking up her best-in-the-
game serve to as fast as 126 mph. 

When Williams needed to vol-
ley, she did, claiming 13 of 
15 points when she went to the net. 
More importantly, she covered the 
court much  the way she did in her 

younger days.
And she showed no signs of 

trouble from the left Achilles’ ten-
don that hampered her in a U.S. 
Open semifinal loss in September 
and forced her to withdraw from 
the French Open before the sec-
ond round later that month. 

“I’ve worked really hard on my 
movement. Yeah, I like retrieving 
balls. I mean, obviously I like to be 
on the offense, but I can play de-
fense really well, as well,” the 39-
year-old American said.

Sabalenka — a 22-year-old from 
Belarus playing in only her second 
fourth-round Slam match — was 
visibly and audibly frustrated. She 
frequently would scream after lost 
points. She spiked her racket, too.

With the high quality of the 
match, the only shame was that no 
fans were there to see it in person. 
That’s because this was Day 2 of 
the five-day lockdown imposed by 
the Victoria state government af-
ter some coronavirus cases 
emerged at a local hotel.

Williams now faces No. 2-
ranked Simona Halep, a two-time 
major winner who beat French 
Open champion Iga Swiatek, 3-6, 
6-1, 6-4. The other quarterfinal on 

that half of the draw will be Naomi 
Osaka against unseeded 35-year-
old Hsieh Su-wei of Taiwan. 

Eight-time Australian Open 
champion Novak Djokovic 
shrugged off a side muscle injury 
to beat Milos Raonic, 7-6 (7-4), 4-6, 
6-1, 6-4,  and register his 300th win 
in a Grand Slam match. 

Top-ranked Djokovic joined 
Roger Federer as the only men to 
achieve the milestone. 

He hurt a stomach muscle when 
he fell during his third-round win 
over Taylor Fritz, and there were 
concerns he would not recover in 
time to play Raonic. But he com-
peted  for almost three hours, 
wearing  tape above his right hip,  
and later said if he wasn’t playing a 
major, he’d probably already have 
withdrawn from the event.

His quarterfinal will be against 
U.S. Open finalist Alexander 
Zverev, who beat No. 23-seeded 
Dusan Lajovic, 6-4, 7-6 (7-5), 6-3.

Dominic Thiem, the third seed 
and last year’s runner-up,   strug-
gled in a 6-4, 6-4, 6-0 loss to three-
time major semifinalist Grigor 
Dimitrov. 

Even more unexpected: Dim-
itrov’s next opponent is Aslan Kar-

atsev, a 27-year-old Russian quali-
fier who is the first player since 
1996 to reach the quarterfinals in 
his Grand Slam debut. Karatsev 
beat 20th-seeded Felix Auger-
Aliassime, 3-6, 1-6, 6-3, 6-3, 6-4.

Osaka barely advanced, saving 
two match points and grabbing 
the last four games to top Garbiñe 
Muguruza, 4-6, 6-4, 7-5.

The 71st-ranked Hsieh’s 6-4, 6-2 
victory over  Marketa Vondrouso-
va made her the oldest woman to 
make her major quarterfinal de-
but in the professional era.

In early Monday play, fourth-
seeded Daniil Medvedev swept  
past  American Mackenzie Mc-
Donald, 6-4, 6-2, 6-3, to reach the 
quarterfinals and stretch  his win-
ning streak to 18 matches. 

On the women’s side,   Jessica 
Pegula   reached her first Grand 
Slam quarterfinal with a 6-4, 3-6, 
6-3 win over No. 5  Elina Svitolina.

It was the first  career  victory 
over an opponent ranked in the 
top 10 for Pegula, 26, whose  par-
ents own Buffalo’s NFL and NHL 
franchises.

Pegula next plays fellow Ameri-
can Jennifer Brady, who notched a 
6-1, 7-5 win over Donna Vekic.

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Williams powers into the quarterfinals

LOREN ELLIOTT/REUTERS

Serena Williams recovered from a fall to claim a hard-fought 6-4, 2-6, 6-4 win over Aryna Sabalenka.

Wouldn’t it be great if  
your home had warning 
lights just like your car? 

Unfortunately, it doesn’t.  And if you have an older roof, it 
may need to be replaced before the next big storm ends up....

FREE ESTIMATES

Call Now! 877-445-LONG 
LongRoofing.com

WINDOWS  g  DOORS  g   BATHS  g   SIDING

....in your home! 
n Best warranties in the industry
n  High performance asphalt shingles, metal & flat roofing
n  Awarded SELECT ShingleMaster Certification (earned

by only 1% of U.S. roofers!)

Long Roofing has been a trusted, local name since 1945.  

We can give you peace of mind and a storm-free interior!

Licensed, Bonded, Insured.  MHIC 51346, VA 2705048183A, DC 67006785

Expires 3/25/21.  Valid initial visit only. Min. purchase required. Cannot be combined with other offers. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but 

all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months. There are no required minimum monthly payments during the promotional period.  Financing for 

GreenSky consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362

PAYMENTS 
INTERESTNO FOR 1 

YEAR!


